
249

Aaron, 17

Abbas, Mahmoud, 110

Abdullah (king of Jordan), 151

Adalah, 99

Afghanistan, 85, 140

African Americans, 3, 97, 137

Agag, 193

Agnon, S. Y., 183

Ahad Ha-am, 197–198, 199

Ahmadinejad, Mahmoud, 63, 74–75, 

81, 82, 84, 90, 120–121

as inciting genocide, 88, 89

AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs 

Committee), 126–127

air power, 2, 90

Aksa Mosque, al-, 199, 226n.4

aliyah, 153–154, 158–159

Allenby, Sir Edmund, 32

Alon Shevut, 144

Alterman, Nathan, 170–171, 172, 173, 

176, 177, 203

Altneuland (Herzl), 112

Amalek, 192, 193, 194, 195

“American Idea, The,” 137–138

American Jews, 36, 41, 97, 125, 

202–207, 212, 213

“Birthright Israel” and, 26–27

concerns about Israeli Arabs of,106

emigration to Israel by, 50, 128, 153, 

158–159, 185

image of Israel of, 127, 136

Israeli militarism and, 180, 181, 182, 

184, 190

as Israel “lobby,” 129

Israel’s survival and, 1, 2, 7–8, 11, 

29–30, 78–80, 130–131

Jewish identity and, 36

religious literacy and, 175, 

204–205

secularism and, 171, 202–203

Amidror, Yaakov, 7

Ani mavti’ach lach (song), 61

Annan, Kofi , 73

Annapolis conference, 48

Anti-Defamation League (U.S.), 212

anti-Semitism, 72, 81–82, 87, 88, 

164–165, 183, 215

apartheid, 12, 72, 75, 80, 105

Arabic language, 150–151

Arab Israelis. See Israeli Arabs

Arafat, Yassir, 4, 5, 69, 70–71, 105, 107, 

110, 118, 226n.4

Armenian genocide, 81, 212

Ashkelon, 153

Association for Civil Rights in 

Israel, 111

Association of University Teachers 

(Britain), 75

Atlantic Monthly, 78, 137–138

Aumann, Yisrael, 112, 120

Auschwitz, 15, 16, 182

Azure (journal), 206

Index

bindex.indd   249bindex.indd   249 1/22/09   12:06:03 PM1/22/09   12:06:03 PM

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



250 INDEX

Babylonian Talmud, 1, 174

Balad party, 96

Balfour Declaration (1917), 32–33, 34, 

38, 49, 82

Barak, Ehud, 4, 118

Barakesh, Muhamad, 105

Bar Kokhba, 166

Barnea, Nahum, 145–146

Basic Laws (Israel), 134

Bassi, Yonatan, 62

Begin, Menachem, 40, 116–117

Beilin, Yossi, 26, 52

Beirut, 57, 59, 77, 97

Bellow, Saul, 41, 43, 50

Ben-Gurion, David, 109, 125, 136, 137, 

154, 176, 204, 213, 214

Bible study and, 206–207

Israeli Arabs and, 118, 150, 151–152

Israeli independence and, 171

on occupied territories, 117

Ben-Yehudah, Eliezer, 40

Berlin, Isaiah, 34

Bernard, Daniel, 77

Bialik, Hayim Nahman, 171–172, 173, 

175, 177, 203, 213, 214

Hebrew language and, 40

“In the City of Slaughter,” 165–166, 

169–170, 183

Bible, 40, 41, 48, 69, 113, 144, 172–173, 

175, 203

as Israeli national epic, 167, 186–187

knowledge of, 177, 206–207

See also Torah; specifi c books
binational state, 50–51, 79, 98, 101, 

123, 217

Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Prob-
lems, 1947–1949, The (Morris), 

108–109

“Birthright Israel” program, 26–27

Bishara, Azmi, 96, 104

Black September (1970), 67, 159

border change proposal, 154–159

“Bo Shir Ivri” (song), 20–21

Brandeis, Louis D., 125

Brenner, Yosef, 204, 213

Bund, 202

Burg, Avrum, 1, 7

burial rules, 46–48

Bush, George W., 74–75, 126

Camp David talks (2000), 4, 61, 71

captives, redemption of, 45–46

Carter, Jimmy, 80, 82, 105, 122

“Catastrophe” of May 14, 1948, 158

Chagall, Marc, 183

Chamberlain, Neville, 193

Chazak Ve-ematz, 55

Chechnyans, 12, 81

China, 12, 81

Churchill, Winston, 129

Ciechanover, Aaron, 120, 

206–207

citizenship, 66

Israeli Arabs and, 95–96, 131, 132, 

133, 134, 149, 156, 158

military service and, 140–141

See also Law of Return

civilians, 72, 197

as Hezbollah’s human shield, 6, 57, 

59, 63, 77

rocket attacks on, 53–54, 91, 95

civil rights, 132, 133–134, 136, 137, 149, 

150, 156

civil-rights movement (U.S.), 3, 12

Clinton, Bill, 4, 85, 86

Cole, Juan, 88

colonialism, 69, 98, 99, 100–101, 

110–111

Columbia University, 88, 120–121

Commentary (magazine), 68

Common Sense (Paine), 139

Conservative Judaism, 143, 210

corruption, 7, 30, 48, 207

Cotler, Irwin, 88

crime, 50, 216

crimes against humanity, 159

bindex.indd   250bindex.indd   250 1/22/09   12:06:03 PM1/22/09   12:06:03 PM



 INDEX 251

cruise missiles, 85–86

Crusades, 105, 183

Cuba, 81

cultural Zionism, 197–198

Cyprus, 107–108, 143, 160–161, 162

Daily Telegraph (British newspaper), 77

Damari, Shoshana, 20

Darfur, 47, 75, 113, 114–116, 210

David, King, 39

Davidowicz, Shalom Zvi, 142

Declaration of Independence (Israeli), 

103, 133–134, 139, 146

American Declaration of Indepen-

dence vs., 136–137

evocation of Bible in, 167, 186

Law of Return and, 149–150

secularization of, 142–143

DellaPergola, Sergio, 107

democracy, 89, 123

American vs. Israeli, 129–130, 

136, 139

Israel as, 11, 47, 79, 93, 119, 

126, 127, 129, 131–136, 143, 

144, 210

Palestinian problem and, 53, 99, 

100, 106

demographic balance, 106–109

Arab Israeli percentage and, 150, 

152, 155

importance of Jewish majority and, 

47, 71, 79, 99, 106–110, 113, 131, 

152–163

Jewish immigrants and, 28–29, 

149–150, 153–154

Jewish population projections and, 

107–108

one-state solution and, 50–51

Deuteronomy, 55, 192, 194

discrimination, 50, 96, 102–104, 134, 

136, 216

Disraeli, Benjamin, 43

draft, 141–142, 177, 201, 202

education, 29, 42

religious content of, 144, 

173, 175

See also universities

Egypt, 5, 62, 85, 89, 91, 162

ancient Israelites fl ight from, 48, 113, 

186–187, 190

Israeli treaty with, 58, 180

Palestinian refugees and, 28, 159

Six Day War and, 2, 74, 118, 184

Eilat, 153

Elharar, Dudu, 20–21

Ellenson, David, 29–30

Émile (Rousseau), 43

English language, 50

“Equal Constitution for All?” (Israeli 

Arab document), 100

equality, 137, 149, 150

Establishment Clause (U.S.), 142

Esther, Book of, 194, 195

Ethiopian Jews, 29, 36, 37, 50, 66, 81, 

154, 228n.28

ethnically split societies, 107–108

ethnic cleansing, 75

European Commission, 77–78

Exodus, 48, 113, 186–187, 190

Ezekiel, 10, 18–19, 173

Fackenheim, Emil, 43

fanaticism, 87, 91–92

Fatah, 5, 67, 156

Fedayeen, 230–231n.58

First Amendment (U.S.), 142

First Zionist Congress (Basel, 1897), 

13, 122

fl ag (Israeli), 150

Foer, Jonathan Safran, 41

freedom of expression, 145, 156

French Jews, 30, 153, 158

Friedman, Daniel, 47–48

Future Vision of Palestinian Arabs 
in Israel (document), 93, 

98–99

bindex.indd   251bindex.indd   251 1/22/09   12:06:04 PM1/22/09   12:06:04 PM



252 INDEX

Gaarder, Jostein, 77, 122

Gad (tribe), 190–191, 195

Galilee, 154, 155

Gaon, Yehoram, 61

Gavison, Ruth, 110–111, 131–132, 144

gay pride parade, 209

Gaza Strip, 6, 52, 76, 97, 159

Hamas control and, 156, 197

Israeli bomb victims in, 46–48

Israeli capture of, 2, 117

Israeli Disengagement from, 4–5, 56, 

58, 62, 107, 119, 161, 193–194

Genesis, 214

genocide, 16, 81, 88, 89, 212

Darfur and, 47, 76, 113

See also Shoah

Germany, 78, 87. See also Nazis

Ginsburg, Ruth Bader, 43

Goering, Hermann, 87

Golan Heights, 2, 27, 91

Goldwasser, Ehud, 57, 119

Gordon, A. D., 204

Great Britain, 14, 16, 39, 151, 153, 

168–169, 185

Balfour Declaration and, 32–33, 34, 

38, 49, 82

hostility toward Israel in, 75–77, 78

Grimes, William, 66–67

Grossman, David, 100

Guardian (British newspaper), 72

Gush Shalom, 119

Haaretz (newspaper), 97–98, 102, 105, 

106, 109, 121

Haas, Amira, 121

Hadash party, 105

Haffner, Sebastian, 81–82

Haggadah, 194–195

Hagganah, 175

Hague Court, 73–74

Haider, Ali, 106

Haifa, 53–54

Haifa Declaration (2007), 100–101

Halbertal, Moshe, 167

Halevi, Judah, 191–192

Halkin, Hillel, 42, 43, 173

Haman, 194

Hamas, 7, 44, 67, 110, 156, 197

commitment to destruction of Israel 

of, 52, 185, 192

election of, 5–6, 56, 119

hametz, 145–146

hamtanah, 2, 11

Haniyyeh, Ismail, 52

Hanukkah, 187–189, 201

haredim. See ultra-Orthodox

Har Etzion Yeshiva, 144

Harvard University, 66, 160

Hashim, Ibrahim Pasha, 151

Hatib, Kamal, 155

“Hatikvah” (national anthem), 10, 19, 

100, 150, 170, 173

havdalah ceremony, 204

Hebrew language, 27, 29, 34, 127, 128, 

148, 150, 173, 200, 201

importance of revival of, 39–43, 

49, 50

Hebrew Union College, 29–30

Herzl, Theodor, 13, 34, 35, 44, 75, 112, 

166

will for Jewish state and, 58, 

121–122, 218

Hezbollah, 44, 51–52, 54, 67

commitment to destruction of Israel 

of, 185, 192

Israeli Arabs and, 96–98

nuclear blackmail potential of, 

91–92

Second Lebanese War and, 6, 7, 

54–59, 77, 90–91, 95, 104

Hickey, Tom, 76

historical revisionism, 78

history, 28, 36, 97, 213

American. vs. Israeli experiences 

and, 139–140

Hebrew language and, 39–40

bindex.indd   252bindex.indd   252 1/22/09   12:06:04 PM1/22/09   12:06:04 PM



 INDEX 253

Israel’s return to stage of, 43–50, 

51, 128

Jerusalem’s sites and, 200

Jewish defi ning moment of, 170

Jewish resistance and, 27, 165–169, 

183, 189–190

Jewish victimhood and, 182–183

“new historians” and, 108–109

Hitler, Adolf, 16, 75, 87, 193

holidays, 13–14, 16–18, 100, 150, 

187–189, 201

Holocaust. See Shoah

homosexuality, 156, 209

Hook, Sidney, 213

“Hora Mamtera” (song), 20, 21

human rights, 3, 75–76, 81, 111, 131, 160

Humboldt’s Gift (Bellow), 43

ideas, power of, 112, 122–124, 214

IDF. See Israel Defense Forces

immigrants, 2, 36, 37, 49, 66, 81, 

228n.28

American, 50, 128, 153, 185

demographic balance and, 152–154, 

158–159

problems linked with, 216–217

stereotypes of, 50

welcoming of, 28–29, 108, 122, 

127, 160

See also Law of  Return; refugees 

headings
Independence Day (Israeli), 17, 18, 29

India, 39, 73

International Court of Justice, 73–74

International Journal, 162

Internet, 50

“In the City of Slaughter” (Bialik), 

165–166, 169–170, 183

“intifada,” meaning of, 4n

Intifada (1987–1992), 12, 60

Iran, as threat to Israel, 6, 8, 58, 63, 65, 

67, 74–75, 78, 81, 82, 84, 86–90, 

92, 185, 192, 193

Iraq, 65

Iraq war, 89, 140

Isaiah, 40

Islamic fundamentalists, 89–90, 91, 

155, 185

Islamic Jihad, 6, 56, 73, 140

“Israel,” meaning of word, 214

Israel, State of

American model vs., 125–130, 

136–142, 146, 147, 200

American support for, 65, 66–68, 70, 

72, 129

American visitors to, 29, 184

Arab citizens of. See Israeli Arabs

challenges faced by, 89–90, 93–111, 

138–139, 215–218

constitution proposals for, 99–100, 

132, 146

creation of, 11, 13–16, 125–126, 

139, 170

critics of, 65, 66–83, 98–99, 121, 122, 

123, 129

decline in image of, 10–11, 13, 

68–69, 117, 119–124

defi nitions of, 1

disengagement from, 12–13, 30–31, 

121, 122

diverse society of, 50, 102

as ethnic democracy, 131–132, 134, 

136, 210

euphoric period of, 1–2, 11, 84

Hebrew language and, 39–43, 150

historical claim to land of, 42, 

103–104, 137, 167, 186

hope as implicit message of, 14–15, 

16, 18, 19–20, 21, 23–26, 28

hostility toward, 63, 69–83, 87, 

98–102, 104–106, 119, 121–123, 

149, 155–156, 157–158

as humanitarian refuge, 47–48, 

113–117

importance of commitment to, 8–9, 

12, 13, 121

bindex.indd   253bindex.indd   253 1/22/09   12:06:04 PM1/22/09   12:06:04 PM



254 INDEX

Israel, State of (Continued)
 isolation felt by, 73, 82

Jewish content of, 200–214 (see also 

Jewish state)

Jewishness as norm in, 26–28, 34, 35, 

42, 43

Jewishness limits of, 135

lacked consensus on values of, 

146–147

malaise felt in, 1, 6–8, 31, 57–64, 

117, 119–124, 146

military might and, 169, 184–186, 

189–198, 200

moral questions faced by, 44–48, 210, 

211–213

national holidays of, 13–14, 16–18, 

100, 150

national home vs. statehood of, 

33–34, 50–51

peace groups and, 56, 119

power of ideas and, 112, 122–124, 214

purpose of, 44, 130–131, 133, 136, 

139, 148–149, 150, 215–218

recovery of sense of purpose and, 

82–83, 84, 92, 123–124, 

148–149, 207

religious establishment and, 

142–146, 207–210

repair and recovery message of, 

23–24, 28, 30

return to stage of history of, 

43–49, 50

signifi cance of, 15–16, 58, 130

social problems of, 37–38, 216–217

survival issues of, 8–9, 11–13, 69–83, 

84–92

symbols of, 100, 150

“thick” community concept and, 16, 

133, 134

as two different countries, 199–214

uniqueness of, 124, 128, 129, 141, 

145–146, 150, 163, 200, 207, 

212–213

universal values vs. commitment to 

Jewish thriving and, 149–150

Israel Defense Forces, 114, 116, 

139–142, 147, 175, 196–197

burial in Jewish cemetery and, 

48–49

continuous war and, 60–62

draft-dodging and, 141–142, 

177, 202

exemptions from, 141, 144, 201

former confi dence in, 84–85

holiday memorializing, 17

as Israeli icon, 183, 184–186

kidnapped soldiers and, 6, 44–46, 47, 

56, 57, 77, 95, 119, 211

new Jew and, 168–169, 177–178, 

184–185

occupied territories and, 118

terrorist tactics vs., 54–55, 62–63, 

84–85, 86, 90–91

Israeli Air Force, 54, 59, 90, 197

Israeli Arabs, 80–81, 93–111, 144, 

149–163

aims of, 97

ban on land sales to, 134–135

comparative well-being of, 96, 

132, 156

demographic balance and, 108, 

149–150, 152–163, 200

divide between Jewish Israelis and, 

97–98, 135, 149, 151

as draft-exempt, 141

Law of Return opposition by, 134

manifestos of, 93, 98–104, 109–110, 

139, 150

overt hostility of, 104–106, 155–156, 

157–158

political demands of, 135–136

proposed transfers of, 108–109, 

151–152, 159–162

radicalization of, 152

second-class status of, 95–96, 97, 

102–103, 131, 132, 136, 150, 160

bindex.indd   254bindex.indd   254 1/22/09   12:06:05 PM1/22/09   12:06:05 PM



 INDEX 255

solidarity with Hezbollah of, 96–97

strategic mistakes of, 108–109

“Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy, 

The” (Walt and Mearsheimer), 

66–68

“Israel—The Alternative” (Judt), 78–80

Jabotinsky, Ze’ev, 40, 99, 204

Jacob, 214

Jefferson, Thomas, 130, 136, 137, 142

Jenin, battle of (2002), 66, 72–73

Jeremiah, 24

Jerusalem, 32, 37, 55, 187, 209, 210, 

226n.4

Old City of, 16, 27, 117, 168

Palestinian call to liberate, 104, 105

traditional sites in, 199–200

Jerusalem Post, 121

“Jew dolls,” 21–22

Jewish Agency for Israel, 102

Jewish law, 45, 48, 165–166, 194

Jewish National Fund, 134–135

Jewish people

continuing threats to, 57–58, 59, 63

defi nition of, 48–49, 143, 201

dehumanization of, 81–82, 87, 88

importance of Israel’s survival to, 9, 

13, 30, 31, 131, 133, 215–218

Israel as birthplace of, 137, 186

Jewish identity and, 25–28, 38, 

200–214

Law of Return and, 48–49, 66, 100, 

134, 149–150

meaning of, 27–28, 141

meaning of Israel to, 14–15, 24, 217

national home for, 33–34, 49–51 

(see also Jewish state)

“new Jew” image and, 165–178, 

184–185, 200

“normalcy” in Israel of, 26–28, 34, 

35, 42, 43

pacifi st ethos and, 180–183, 

187, 196

peoplehood concept and, 34–38

physical differences among, 37, 49

pre-statehood rhetoric of, 12

questioned concept of, 121

rebirth of, 49–50, 128, 216

religious aspect of. See Judaism

return to stage of history of, 43–49, 

50, 128

warrior vs. victim image of, 165–167, 

183–198

Jewish state, 1, 34, 35, 37, 79, 99–100, 

103, 104, 111, 129, 131–141

absence of shared center in, 

200–214

Herzl’s case for, 58

Israelis’ diminished obligation 

to, 182

meaning of  being Jewish in, 141, 

200–214

national home vs., 33–34, 50–51

power of ideas and, 122–124

as purpose of Israel, 150, 215–218

religious literacy and, 176–177, 

205–214

self-defense and, 197–198

symbols of, 100, 150

will for, 121–122, 218

Jewish State, The (Herzl), 34, 58, 75

“Jewish State and the Jewish Problem, 

The” (Ahad Ha-am), 199

Jewish studies, 144–145, 176

Jews and Power (Wisse), 81–82

Jordan, 62, 89, 151, 162

Israel’s peace with, 58

refugee population of, 28, 89, 

96, 159

Six Day War and, 2, 167

Jordan River, 50, 123, 158, 190–191, 

195, 217

Joshua, 55

Judaism, 35, 117, 142–146, 204–214

defi nition of Jewishness and, 48–49, 

143, 201

bindex.indd   255bindex.indd   255 1/22/09   12:06:05 PM1/22/09   12:06:05 PM



256 INDEX

Judaism, (Continued )
Israeli scholarship and, 200–201, 209

marginalization of, 169–176, 203–204

Reform and Conservative branches 

of, 29, 143, 210

values of, 46–48

See also Orthodox rabbinate; secular-

ism; ultra-Orthodox

Judenstaadt, Der (Herzl), 34, 58, 75

Judt, Tony, 78–80, 119, 122, 139, 149

Kach party, 135

Kadima party, 105

Kafr Kana, 155

kaf tet be-November, 15–17

Kahane, Meir, 135, 159

Kaplan, Eliezer, 151

Kaplan, Mordecai, 34

Kareem (pseud.), 113–116

Kashmir, 73

Kazin, Alfred, 213

Kennedy, John F., 126

Kennedy School of Government, 66

Kenya, 85

Khamenei, Ali, 88

Khartoum conference (1967), 2, 118

Khomeini, Ayatollah, 84, 88

kibbutz, 119, 169, 175, 176

kidnapped Israeli soldiers, 6, 56, 57, 77, 

95, 119, 211

trade for bodies of, 44–46, 47

kippah, 26–27

Kishinev pogram (1903), 164–165

Kissinger, Henry, 43

Klein Halevi, Yossi, 154

Knesset, 121, 135, 150

Israeli Arab members of, 96–97, 104, 

105, 155

Kook, Abraham Isaac, 204, 213

Kovel, Joel, 80

Krakow, 21–22

Krauss, Nicole, 41

Kurds, 212

Kuzari (Halevi), 191–192

Labor party, 1, 53

labor Zionism, 203

Laden, Osama bin, 54, 65, 86

Landau, David, 121

land sales, 134–135

Law of Return, 48–49, 66, 100, 134

Israel’s commitment to, 149–150

Lazarus, Emma, 41

Lebanon, 2, 6, 56–57, 58, 96

Palestinian refugees in, 28, 159

See also Second Lebanon War

Leibowitz, Yeshayahu, 117

Leviticus, 17

Levy, Gideon, 121

Lieberman, Avigdor, 159

Lieberman, Joseph, 43

Likkud party, 40

Lior, Dov, 47, 48

literature, 40, 41–42

Lithuania, 157

Livingstone, Ken, 75

Livni, Tzipi, 145

London Review of Books, 66

Lord’s Prayer, 93–94

Los Angeles Times, 67

Lovov, 157

Maccabees, 27, 165, 166, 183, 187–189

Maharam, 45–46

Mahmoud (pseud.), 113–116

Maimonides, 214

Majdanek, 24–25

Malamud, Bernard, 41

marriage, 143, 210

Masada, 168–169, 183

McCarthy, Mary, 213

Mearsheimer, John, 65, 66–68, 129

Medan, Yaakov, 144

medical system, 122, 156

Mediterranean Sea, 50, 123, 217

Megillah, 194, 195

Mein Kampf (Hitler), 75, 87

Meir, Golda, 110, 180

Meir of Rotenburg, 45–46

bindex.indd   256bindex.indd   256 1/22/09   12:06:05 PM1/22/09   12:06:05 PM



 INDEX 257

Meirom, Hagai, 102

Memorial Day, 16–17, 18

Menasseh (tribe), 190–191, 195

Merkaz Ha-Rav Yeshiva, 157

mezuzah, 201

Middle Ages, 36, 176, 207

midrash, 186–187

mikva’ot, 210

milhemet mitzvah, 194

military forces. See Israel Defense 

Forces; war

minority rights, 136, 163

miracles, 186–187, 188, 189

Mishnah, 41, 172, 173

modern Orthodox, 201

Monde, Le (newspaper), 72

Montesquieu, Baron de La Brède et de, 

148, 149

Mordecai, 195

Morris, Benny, 84, 87, 108–109, 118, 152

Moses, 55, 170, 190, 191, 195

Mossawa Center, 100

Moynihan, Patrick, 70

Munich Olympics (1972), 67, 69

Muskeljuden (muscle-Jews), 166

Muslim radicals. See Islamic funda-

mentalists

Muslim scholarship, 214

Nakba (1948), 158

Napoleon, 157

Nasrallah, Sheikh Hassan, 6

Nasser, Gamal Abdul, 74, 117, 118

Nation, The (magazine), 68

National Association of Teachers in 

Further and Higher Education 

(Britain), 75

National Committee for the Heads of 

Arab Local Authorities in Israel, 

93, 98

national home, 38–39, 49–51, 82, 123

meaning of, 33–34, 133, 135

statehood vs., 50–51

National Water Carrier project, 19

Nazis, 16, 75, 157

Ahmadinejad compared with, 88

cultural campaign against Jews by, 

81–82, 87, 88

Israel equated with, 97, 105

Jewish powerless under, 167–168

See also Shoah

Negev, 126, 154

“new historians,” 108, 152

New Israel Fund, 106

new Jew, 165–178, 200

image of, 168, 184–185

New Yorker (magazine), 67

New York Jewish intellectuals 

(1940s), 213

New York Review of Books, 78, 119

New York Times, 66–67, 68, 110, 165

9/11 attack (2001), 54, 86, 91, 185

Nimer, Nimer, 97

Nordau, Max, 166

North Korea, 81

nuclear capacity, 81, 85

Iran potential, 6, 63, 67, 74, 84, 87, 

193

spread in Middle East of, 89–90

terrorist dirty bomb potential, 

91–92

Numbers, 69, 190–191, 195

occupied territories, 12, 73–76, 101

demographic predictions and, 107

Israeli security fence and, 4, 73–74

Israeli withdrawals from, 53, 56, 58, 

118, 119, 193

problems created by, 117–119, 120

Six-Day War capture of, 2, 185

young Israelis’ guilt about, 31

See also Gaza Strip; West Bank

Olmert, Ehud, 6, 7, 48, 55, 58, 95, 107, 

119, 194

one-state solution. See binational state

Operation Solomon, 29, 36, 

228n.28

Oren, Michael, 2

bindex.indd   257bindex.indd   257 1/22/09   12:06:06 PM1/22/09   12:06:06 PM



258 INDEX

Orthodox rabbinate

defi nition of  Jewishness and, 

48–49, 143

irrelevance to Israeli life of, 207–210

power of, 142, 143, 210

ritual and, 170–171

See also modern Orthodox; ultra-

Orthodox

Oslo Accords (1973), 61, 70, 71, 105, 122

Overcoming Zionism (Kovel), 80

Oz, Amos, 14–15, 69, 100, 169

Ozick, Cynthia, 41

pacifi sm, 180–183, 187, 196

Paine, Thomas, 139

Pakistan, 73

Palestine (pre-1947), 100–101, 103

British Mandate and, 14, 16, 39, 151, 

168–169

Hebrew language and, 39

Jewish refugees and, 16, 28, 60

See also Balfour Declaration

Palestine partition (1947), 11, 13–14, 

68, 69, 108, 139, 151, 171, 215

Palestine: Peace, Not Apartheid 

(Carter), 80

Palestinian Authority, 52, 96, 154, 156

Palestinian Israelis. See Israeli Arabs

Palestinians, 3–5, 10, 67, 69–71, 80, 126

binational state proposal and, 79, 98, 

101, 217

bodies of kidnapped Israeli soldiers 

and, 7, 44–46, 47

borders and, 154–157

civil-rights rhetoric and, 3, 12

demographics and, 106–108

elections and, 5–6, 56, 119

Iran and, 63

Israeli Arabs and, 96, 156, 160, 162

Israel’s destruction as true aim of, 

53, 56, 58

nationalism and, 11–12, 79, 101, 

117–118

one-state solution and, 50–51, 123

refugee situation of. See refugees, 

Palestinian

right of return and, 71, 79, 99–100, 

101, 139

suffering of, 13

terrorist tactics of, 3–4, 5, 11, 12, 44, 

54, 67, 69, 71, 72, 95, 97

victim image of, 123

See also occupied territories

Palestinian Terror War (2000–2004), 

29, 51, 52–53, 61, 72

critics of Israel and, 77–78

eruption and casualties of, 4, 71, 

86, 118

Israeli Arabs and, 106

Passover, 48, 103, 113, 145, 146, 

194–195, 201

Peace Corps, 140

Peace Now, 119

peace process, 117–119, 126

conferences for, 71

continuing hopes for, 123

differing views of, 52–53

Israel seen as threat to, 78

Israel’s steps toward, 56–57

lack of hope for, 6, 7–8, 30, 61–62, 

120, 122, 185

Palestinian undermining of, 4, 

118–119

Peel Commission, 151, 161

peoplehood, concept of, 34–38, 

49–50

Peres, Shimon, 7

Peron, Juan, 81

pidyon shevuyim, 45–46

Plato, 196

PLO (Palestine Liberation Organiza-

tion), 69, 105

pogroms, 164–165, 183

poison gas, 87

Poland, 21–23, 24–25

population transfers, 108–109, 

151–152, 159–162

Powell, Colin, 71–72

bindex.indd   258bindex.indd   258 1/22/09   12:06:06 PM1/22/09   12:06:06 PM



 INDEX 259

Progressive List Party for Peace, 135–136

Promised Land, 48, 186, 190–191

prophecy, 9

Proverbs, 196

Purim, 194, 195

Qaeda, Al, 67, 158

rabbinate. See Orthodox rabbinate

Rabin, Yitzhak, 118, 119

Rachel the Poetess, 203

racism, 66, 69, 110, 135, 159, 216

Israel accused of, 75, 80–81

Zionism equated with, 70, 71–73, 74

Rafsanjani, Akbar Hashemi, ali-, 65, 74

ransom payments, 45–46

Red Sea, 186

Reform Judaism, 29, 143, 210, 230n.48

refugees, Iraqi, 89

refugees, Jewish, 16, 28, 60, 113, 117, 160

refugees, Lebanese, 59–60

refugees, Palestinian, 28, 71, 89, 

108–111, 118

Arab nations’ disengagement from, 

60, 96, 159, 160

plight of Israeli Arabs vs., 96

return of, 71, 79, 99–100, 139

refugees, Sudanese, 47–48, 113–116

refugees, Vietnamese, 117

Regev, Eldad, 57, 119

Remnick, David, 67

Republic, The (Plato), 196

Reuven (tribe), 190–191, 195

revisionist Zionism, 40

Ribalenko, Michael, 164–165

Rice, Condoleeza, 121

Rich, Adrienne, 80

rockets and missiles, 5, 6, 53–55, 57, 62, 

85–86, 95, 119

Israel’s vulnerability to, 58, 90–91, 

193–194

“Rock of Israel” phrase, 143

Roosevelt, Franklin, 16

Rose, Jacqueline, 75

Ross, Dennis, 4

Roth, Philip, 41

Rousseau, Jean Jacques, 43, 49

Rubinger, David, 168, 184–185

Rubinstein, Amnon, 120–121

Rudolf I (Hapsburg emperor), 45

Russia, 12, 81, 157, 164–165

Russian immigrants, 49, 50, 153

Rutten, Tim, 67

Rynhold, Jonathan, 76

Sabbath, 143–144, 204

Sadat, Anwar, 180

Sagi, Avi, 102–104

Salah, Ramadan, 73

Salah, Sheikh Ra’id, 155

Samuel, 193

Sand, Shlomo, 32, 34, 35

Sandel, Michael, 133, 134

Sanhedrin, 194

Sarkozy, Nicolas, 153

Saudi Arabia, 73

Saul, King, 193

Schenler, Otniel, 105

Schmidt, Eric, 138

Schueftan, Dan, 102

Schwarz, Benjamin, 78

Sderot, 194

Sea of Galilee, 19

Second Intifi da. See Palestinian 

Terror  War

Second Lebanon War (2006), 48, 

53–64, 119, 120, 154

as continuation of earlier wars, 58, 59

critics of Israel’s conduct of, 77

Israeli Arabs and, 94–95, 96–98, 104

Israeli pessimism from, 61–62

Israel’s loss of, 6, 30, 122, 194

success of rudimentary technology 

in, 90–91

See also kidnapped Israeli soldiers

secularism, 42, 48, 142–145, 171–176

erosion of Jewish identity and, 

201–207, 209, 213

bindex.indd   259bindex.indd   259 1/22/09   12:06:06 PM1/22/09   12:06:06 PM



260 INDEX

secularism, (Continued )
founding of Israel and, 170–171, 

177, 189

seesaw song, 171–172, 173

Sephardi, 66, 227n.16

September 11. See 9/11 attack

settler movement, 117

Shachar, Yoram, 142

Shalit, Gilad, 7, 56, 57, 119, 211, 213

Sharon, Ariel, 6, 56–57, 69, 72, 105, 

107, 152, 226n.4

Disengagement and, 4–5, 62, 119

Shavu’ot, 208–209

Shebaa Farms, 54, 57

Shehadeh, Salah, 196–197

Shema, 174–175, 176, 203, 204

Shinnui party, 47–48

Shoah, 12, 21, 36, 183, 215

denial of, 74, 212

diminished penance for, 68, 72

holiday commemorating, 16, 18

Israel’s existence and, 3, 11, 15–16, 

74, 98, 113, 125, 150

meaning of word, 3n

national memorial and museum, 

18–19

Nazi cultural groundwork for, 

81–82, 87

numbers lost in, 87

threat of second, 84, 90

“Silver Platter, The” (Alterman), 170, 

172, 176

Sinai Peninsula, 2, 5

Six Days of War (Oren), 2

Six Day War (1967), 6, 11, 74, 117–120

euphoria over, 1–2, 84, 117, 184

images of, 168, 184–185

Smooha, Sammy, 132

Sneh, Ephraim, 90

socialism, 202, 217

Solomon, King, 39

Song of the Sea, 186–187

South Africa, 12, 80, 105, 119

Soviet Jews, 2, 28, 36, 49, 153, 

228n.28

Star of David, 150

State Department (U.S.), 126

statehood. See Jewish state

Stern, Yedidiah, 102–104

Stümer, Der (Nazi weekly), 88

Sudan, 85

Sudanese refugees, 47–48, 113–116, 

210, 213

suicide bombers, 51, 71

Syria, 7, 52, 62, 65, 67, 85, 91, 96, 

162, 212

Lebanese war and, 58, 59

Palestinian refugees and, 28, 159

wars with, 2, 11

“Taglit-Birthright Israel” program, 

26–27

Taha, Wasil, 96–97

Taiwan, 81

tallit, 150

Talmud, 1, 40, 41, 47, 167, 174, 

175–176, 186

competing ideas in, 210–211, 214

miracle of the oil and, 188

“Tanach to Palmach,” 175

Teach for America, 140

technology

fanaticism and, 87, 89–92

Middle East’s balance of power and, 

63, 85–87, 89, 90–91

See also nuclear capacity; rockets and 

missiles

Teitelbaum, Joshua, 88

Tel Aviv, 156, 158, 217

European ambience of, 200

Telegraph (London newspaper), 72

Temple in Jerusalem, 27, 168, 183, 

187, 188

Temple Mount, 199, 226n.4

Tenenbaum, Elhanan, 44, 45

terrorism, 65, 67, 97, 140, 185

bindex.indd   260bindex.indd   260 1/22/09   12:06:07 PM1/22/09   12:06:07 PM



 INDEX 261

diffi culty fi ghting tactics of, 62–63, 

84–87, 90–92

Israeli Arabs and, 157–158

Jewish moral values and, 45–47

Palestinian tactics. See under 
 Palestinians; Palestinian Terror War

as threat to Israel’s existence, 4, 6, 8, 

73–74

theocracy, 201, 210

Tibet, 12, 81

Torah, 17, 62, 192–193

repair of, 22–24

revelation of, 170, 171, 208

treason, 104n

Trilling, Lionel, 213

Truman, Bess, 125–126

Truman, Harry, 125–126

Tsartsur, Ibrahim, 105

Tuchman, Barbara, 122

Turkey, 81, 161, 212, 213

Twenty-ninth of November, 13–15

Ukraine, 157

ultra-Orthodox, 46, 141, 144, 201

Um el-Fahm, 155

United Nations

anti-Israel actions of, 68–73, 78

Cypriot population transfer and, 161

Israeli Arabs and, 106, 108

Resolution 46/86 (1991), 70

Resolution 181 (1947). See Palestine 

partition

Resolution 194 (1948), 99, 101

Resolution 1550 (2004), 56

Resolution 3379 (1975), 69–70

Special Committee on Palestine, 126

World Conference Against Racism, 

71–72

United States, 4, 16, 53

cultural infl uence of, 127

Iran’s threat to Israel and, 74–75, 88

Israel contrasted with, 130–131, 

136–142, 147, 200

Israel’s legitimacy questioned in, 

78–80, 87–88

Israel’s shared values with, 129

Israel’s ties with, 65, 66–68, 70, 

71–72, 125–146

pacifi st ethos and, 180, 181

Palestinian nationalism and, 

3, 12

terrorist threats to, 63, 65, 85–86, 

91–92, 185

See also American Jews

universities, 122, 175, 176, 181

anti-Israel academics and, 75–76

Hebrew language and, 42

Jewish identity and, 25–27

Jewish scholarship and, 200–201

post-Zionist ethos of, 120

Updike, John, 137

Venezuela, 76

Victory Over Hitler (Burg), 1

Vietnamese “boat people,” 117

Vilna, 157

Vision of the Dry Bones (Ezekiel), 10, 

18–19

Wadi Ara, 155–156, 157

Wagner, Richard, 75

Walt, Stephen M., 65, 66–68, 88, 

89, 129

war

Arafat’s UN speech and, 69–70

collateral deaths and, 196–197

“commanded,” 192

continuing state of, 5–6, 8, 30, 52–64, 

82, 139–140, 179–198, 217

conventional tactics of, 84

Jewish history and, 27, 165, 166, 183, 

187–198

as “un-Jewish,” 180, 181

See also Israel Defense Forces; peace 

process; specifi c wars
War of Attrition (1967–1970), 60

bindex.indd   261bindex.indd   261 1/22/09   12:06:07 PM1/22/09   12:06:07 PM



262 INDEX

War of Independence (1948), 11, 37, 

63, 139

casualties of, 86

effects on Palestinians of, 96, 97, 109, 

118, 139, 151–152, 159

return in 2006 to mind-set of, 54–55, 

57, 60, 62

terrorist tactics vs., 62–63

Warsaw Ghetto uprising, 183

“We Are Not Strangers in Our 

Homeland” (Sagi and Stern), 

102–104

Weightman, Roger, 130, 137

Weinberg, Steven, 138

Weizmann, Chaim, 126, 170

West, Cornel, 137–138

West Bank, 58, 76, 110, 119, 161

border change proposal and, 

155–158, 159

Israeli troops in, 72

Jenin battle and, 66, 72–73

Palestinian nationalism and, 

117–118, 160

Western Wall, 168, 185, 199

When and How Was the Jewish People 
Invented? (Sand), 32, 35

“Will Israel Live to 100?” (article), 78

Wisse, Ruth, 81–82, 180

women, 156, 165–166, 170–171

Israeli religious circles and, 201, 210

traffi cking in, 216–217

World Conference Against Racism 

(2001), 71–72

World War I, 87, 157

“World without Zionism, The” (2005 

conference), 74

Wye Plantation conference, 71

Yad Vashem, 18–19

Yamit, 5

Yassin, Sheikh Ahmed, 197

Yediot Ahronot (newspaper), 120

Yemen, 36, 73

yeshivot, 200–201

Yiddish language, 201

Yishuv, 151

YNet (Web site), 104–105, 144–145

Yom Ha-Atzma’ut, 17, 18, 29

Yom Ha-Shoah, 16, 17, 18, 201

Yom Ha-Zikaron, 16–17, 18, 201

Yom Kippur War (1973), 11, 43, 61, 

84, 85

Yugoslavia (former), 107–108

Zangwill, Israel, 182

Ze’ev, Aharon, 189

Zimbabwe, 76

Zionism, 9, 21, 34, 44, 110–111, 201

academic critics of, 75–76

aliyah and, 153–154

American Jews and, 125

Arafat’s characterization of, 69

biblical references and, 167, 170

contemporary problems and, 13, 

78, 80

Declaration of Independence of, 103

different concepts of, 204

essential message of, 24

fi rst conference of, 13, 122

Hanukkah story and, 189

Hebrew language’s revival and, 

39, 40

Israeli Arabs’ view of, 98, 99, 

100–101

need for reinvention of, 218

new Jew and, 166–171, 178

post-Zionist ethos and, 120, 121, 

201, 202

power of ideas and, 112, 122–123, 214

secularism and, 42, 171–177, 189, 

203–205

sense of purpose of, 129

UN equation with racism of, 70, 

71–73, 74

bindex.indd   262bindex.indd   262 1/22/09   12:06:08 PM1/22/09   12:06:08 PM


