
• A •
access, Internet, 40–41, 93
access, property, 39, 42, 59, 123–124
accidents, 25–26, 40, 202, 208–209
acid batteries, disposal, 315
acreage, size needed, 35–37
advertisements, 173–174, 271, 272, 283
aggression, animal, 192, 193, 194
Agriseek Web site, 174
agritourism, 15, 321–323
agroforestry, 59
AgSTAR program, 111
AgWeb agricultural Web site, 338
air compressers, 93
alarm animals, 136–137, 138
alfalfa, 130, 244
Allen, Pam, Knitting For Dummies, 298
allergies, 26
alpaca

care, 13, 139
characteristics, 54, 152
costs, 139, 151, 154
fiber, 151, 152–153, 295
finding, 153
protecting, 136
resources on, 340, 342
shearing, 288, 289
terminology, 140
types, 152–153, 166, 295
uses, 150

Alpaca Owners & Breeders Association, 342
alternative energy sources. See renewable

energy sources
Alternative Farming Systems Information

Center, 339
American Dairy Goat Association, 342
American Eskimo Dogs, 136
American Meat Goat Association, 342
American Quarter Horse Association, 342
American Sheep Industry Association, 342

anaerobic decay, 248
anaphylactic shock, 202
Angora goats, 13, 144–145, 166, 179, 288
Angora rabbits, 13, 89, 146, 288
animals. See also medical care, animal

acquiring, 165–171, 172–176
appetite, assessing, 203
baby, 191–192, 193, 211–214, 323
bedding, 303, 313
behavior, 191–194
benefits, 11, 135
breeding, 72, 89, 150–151, 168, 192, 210
butchering, 14, 281–285
characteristics, 53–54, 55–56, 71, 167,

191–194
cleanliness, 177–181
companion, 13
controlling, 72, 73, 85, 89, 178, 191
danger from, 56–57
dead, disposing of, 311–312
deciding what to get, 165–168
disadvantages, 13–14
enclosures, 57, 68–70, 138, 145, 191, 254
evaluating, 170–172
exotic, 158–159, 163–164, 283
feeding, 73–74, 90, 181–186, 192, 193
giving up, 214
grooming, 179–180
land, characteristics needed, 40
loss, 14
pack, 144, 151, 155
pasturing, 129–130, 340
planning for, 12–14, 168
protecting, 32, 72, 190–191
quantity, 168
raising, 192, 193
recordkeeping, 177
resources on, 135, 336, 340
safety, 56–57, 72, 129, 186, 187, 193
shelter for, 40, 65–67, 169, 178, 191
showing, 166

Index

33_281727-bindex.qxp  7/1/08  4:06 PM  Page 351

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



animals (continued)
socialization, 193
space needed, 36–37
stream damage by, 132, 187
tools, 88–90
training, 85, 167, 169, 194–195
transportation, 96, 170, 200
treats, 185–186
uses, 13, 14, 60, 136–138, 191, 326
waste disposal, 311–312
watering, 74, 117, 121, 186–190
zoning regulations, 36

anise, 239
annexation by cities, 42
antelope, 62, 162
antibiotic cream, 198
antiseptic solutions, 199
appetite, assessing animal, 203
apples, 186, 267, 277
applesauce recipe, 277
appliances, 102, 104
aquaculture, 157–158
aquifers, 119
Arbico Organics Web site, 341
arugula, 222
asbestos, 45
asparagus, 234, 266
auctions, finding animals at, 175–176
automatic watering systems, 122, 188, 189
Ayrshire cows, 166

• B •
baby animals, 191–192, 193, 211–214, 323
backhoes, 28, 33, 75, 78, 94–95
bacterial blight, 227
bacyllis tharangestis (BT), 255
Bag Balm, 198
bailing twine, 82
Banamine, 208
bananas, freezing, 268
bandaging materials, 199
barefoot method, 181
bare-root trees, 256
barns, 65–67, 335
barriers, natural, 127–129. See also fencing
basil, 239, 240

batteries, disposal, 315
batts, fiber, 294
baylage, 55
bean hooks, 87
beans, 35, 226, 227–228, 267
bedding, 303, 313
beef cattle, 140
beefalos, 161
Beekeeping For Dummies

(Howland Blackiston), 156
bees, 56–57, 156–157, 236
beets, 266, 267
Benadryl, 199
berries, 237–238, 269
bindweed, 251
biodiesel fuel, 113–114, 339
Biological Control Information Center, 253
biological controls, 251, 253, 340
biomass, generating energy via, 111, 310
birds, 54, 56, 89, 149, 253–254. See also

individual types
birthing, 24, 71–72, 209–214, 289
bison, 57, 62, 160–162, 342
black swallowtail butterfly, 240
black walnut trees, 237, 249
Blackiston, Howland, Beekeeping For

Dummies, 156
blanching, 269
blanket, 290
blueberries, 269
Bobcat Company ToolCat, 91, 95
books on hobby farming, 335–337
boots, 97–98
bottle feeding, 191–192, 193
boundary markers, 39
box stalls, 72
bread recipe, zucchini, 280
breech births, 212
breeders, finding animals from, 173
breeding animals, 72, 89, 150–151, 168, 

192, 210
Brittain, Susan, Crocheting For Dummies, 298
broccoli, 267
broom-making, 306
browse, 160
browsers, described, 162
brucellosis, 161, 201–202
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brush, management, 125–126
brushes, types, 89
brussels sprouts, 230–231, 263, 268
BT (bacyllis tharangestis), 255
Bubel, Mike and Nancy, Root Cellaring;

Natural Cold Storage of Fruits &
Vegetables, 76

buckwheat, 244
budget, property setup, 33–34
buffalo, 57, 62, 160–162, 342
Build It Solar Web site, 339
building, resources on, 335
bulb syringes, 200
bulldozers, 125
bulletin boards, 173, 283
bungee cords, 82
burning, 32, 106, 125–126, 309, 313, 314
bush hog attachment, 126
bush plants, 221
butchering, 14, 281–285
butterflies, 240
buy-local movement, 270, 339–340

• C •
cabbage, 230, 263, 266, 268
camelids. See also individual types

behavior, 154–156
breeding, 150, 151
care, 183, 205
characteristics, 129, 150, 209
training, 155

candles, making, 306
canning produce, 264–265
caraway, 239
carbon-to-nitrogen ratio, 247-248
carcasses, disposing of, 311–312
carding fiber, 89, 293–295
carrots, 35, 232, 263, 266, 267
cashmere fiber, 145, 289
Cashmere goats, 144–145
castings, worm, 158
castration, animal, 140, 144, 150, 156, 194
catnip, 239
cats

benefits, 13, 137, 253
care, 136, 137, 205
characteristics, 209

and other farm animals, 191
shelter for, 71

cattle
breeds, 139, 140, 141, 166, 340
care, 179, 181, 183, 201–202, 205
characteristics, 129, 209
feeding, 160, 183
financial issues, 21
manure, 245, 308
shelter for, 70–72
space needed, 37
terminology, 140
uses, 13, 139–141
water needs, 189

celery, 234, 267, 268
cellars, 75–76, 261–263
cellphones, 40
Certificate of Occupancy (C.O), 47–48
certification, food safety, 269
CFCs (chlorofluorocarbons), 261
chains, 82
chainsaws, 91
cheese, making, 272
cheese presses, 272, 273
chemicals, 58, 315
cherries, 269
chevon, 144
chicken tractor, 69
chickens

care, 147–148, 183
characteristics, 56, 146, 148, 209
damage by, 242
enclosures, 69–70, 191
manure, 309
terminology, 140
uses, 13, 54, 69, 146–149, 253

Chiengora, 151
children, 22–23, 38, 330
chives, 239
chlorhexidine, 199
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), 261
chutes, holding, 89–90
cilantro, 239. See also coriander
cinnamon applesauce recipe, 277
circuit testers, 83
cisterns, 119–121
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classifieds, 
bulletin borards, 173, 283
newspapers, 174
online, 174, 272, 339

cleanliness, 53, 177–181
clearing land, 58–59, 125–126
cleft palate, 213, 214
climate, area, 34
clippers, hoof, 88
clodhoppers, 97–98
clostridial diseases, 201
clothing, 97–98
clouds, fiber, 294
coal furnaces, 106
coating animals, 290
coats, work, 97
cole crops, 230, 231–232
colic, 208
Collaborative Biodiesel Tutorial, 114, 339
Colony Collapse Disorder, 157
colostrum, 211, 213
combination square, 81
combs, 89
come-along winches, 82–83
communication technology, availability,

40–41
community, sense of, 328–329
community activities, 269–270, 319–326
companion animals, 13
companion planting, 253
compost, 246, 247–251, 309, 311–314
computers, uses, 40–41, 93
Computers on the Farm convention, 93, 338
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), 43
contamination, water, 29, 53, 117
contour tilling, 131
contractors, hiring, 28
Cook, Captain James, 230
cooking oil, recycling, 314
cooperative extension services, 14,

320–321, 338
coops, chicken, 69–70
co-ops, electric, 103
cordless drills, 80
coriander, 239, 240, 253
corn

growing, 230, 242
nutrients used, 224, 230

preserving, 267, 268
types, 230
uses, 106, 184, 186, 244, 313

corn gluten meal, 341
corn husk dolls, 305, 313
corn knives, 87
corn mazes, 326
corn silage, 55, 313, 340
Cornell University farming educational

program, 17
corning, 286
cos (Romaine lettuce), 230
C.O. (Certificate of Occupancy), 47–48
cougars, keeping, 62
county fairs, 174, 319–320
county farm records, 36
cover crops, 131, 223, 244
cows. See cattle
coyotes, 59–60
craft projects, 304–306, 337. See also fiber,

using
Craigslist Web site, 174, 339
crime in rural areas, 331
crocheting, 298
Crocheting For Dummies ( Susan Brittain

and Karen Manthey), 298
crooks, 89
crop rotation, 224, 251, 341
crops. See plants
CRP (Conservation Reserve Program), 43
crucifers, 230, 231–232
cucumbers, 35, 266, 268
cultural activities, 10, 328
curing meat, 266, 286
cutting tools, 81

• D •
dairy cattle, 139
dairy recipes, 274–276
Database of State Incentives for

Renewables and Efficiency, 339
daughtering, 238
Dawn dishwashing liquid, cleaning fleeces

with, 293
dead animals, disposing of, 311–312
debris, plant, 125–126, 132, 244, 313–314
deer, 17, 60, 162, 242, 254, 332

354 Hobby Farming For Dummies 

33_281727-bindex.qxp  7/1/08  4:06 PM  Page 354



DeGunther, Rik, Solar Power Your Home For
Dummies, 109

deicers, 190
Department of Energy programs, 110
determinate plants, 220, 223
development, conflict over nearby, 51
deworming, 199, 207
dial-up Internet, 41
diatomaceous earth, 255
diesel fuel, bio-, 113–114, 339
dill, 239, 240, 253
diphenhydramine hydrochloride, 199
dirt berms, 128
disaster preparedness, 75–76, 341
disbudding, 193
disinfectants, 198
Dog Health & Nutrition For Dummies 197
dogs

care, 136, 205
characteristics, 54, 209
downsides, 32, 191, 242
and other farm animals, 142, 191
shelter for, 71
uses, 13, 136–137, 151

dolls, 303, 305, 313
donkeys, 141
double digging, 243
doves, 149
down animals, 208
down fiber, 289
draft cattle, 141
drafted fiber, 294
drain tiles, 127
drainage, water, 39, 127, 222
drills, 80
drip irrigation, 122, 230
driveways, maintaining, 124
drop spindles, 296–297
drying produce/meat, 109, 267–268
ducks, 56, 62, 138, 140, 148
duct tape, 82, 339
dummy foals, 212
dyeing fiber, 295–296
dystocia, 212

• E •
E. coli, 187, 309–310
earphones, noise-cancelling, 99

earplugs, 99
earthworms, 54, 158
easements, 42, 59
educational opportunities, 17
eggs, 54, 147, 148
electric co-ops, 103
electrical tools, 83–84
emergencies

animal, 208–209
government programs, 341
medical, 25–26, 40, 202
natural disasters, 75–76, 341
propane leaks, 105

emetics, 198
emus, 159–160
enclosures, small-animal, 57, 68–70, 138,

145–146, 191, 254
energy. See power
energy audits, 102
entertainment, 38. See also community

activities
environmental concerns, 20, 45, 111, 315,

339–340
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),

111, 315, 339
equipment. See machinery
erosion, soil, 126, 130–132
Ewing, Kelly, Making Candles & Soaps For

Dummies, 306
excavators, 125
exotic animals, 158–159, 163–164, 283
extension services, 14, 320–321, 338
eye care, animal, 197
eye protection, 84, 99

• F •
fairs, 174, 319–320
Farm Bill (2002), 107, 340
Farm Credit Services, 29
farm life

advantages, 1, 9, 11, 22–23
disadvantages, 1, 9, 10–11, 22, 23–24
fun, opportunities for, 15
misconceptions, 327–332
motivations, 19–23
skills, learning, 24
trying out, 12, 16, 21

Farm On program (Iowa), 17
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Farm Service Agency, 29
farm tours, 321–323
farm yield, 307
farmer’s markets, selling produce at,

269–270, 320
farms

buying existing, 44–45
constructing, 16
hobby compared to for-profit, 11–12
leaving, 24–25
preparing for, 12–13, 16–17

farm-sitters, locating, 25
farriers, 180
farrowing houses, 71
fasteners, 82–83
Federal Emergency Management Agency

(FEMA), 341
feed, animal, 73–74, 90, 129–130, 181–182,

191–193, 340
feed-to-mass ratio, 160
felted bars of soap, 302
felting, 294, 299–303
FEMA (Federal Emergency Management

Agency), 341
fencing

animal, 57–58, 138, 145, 191, 254
construction, 39
electric, 61
garden, 242, 254
natural, 127–129
purposes, 39, 40
tools, 81, 93

fennel, 239, 240
fermentation, 266
fertilizer, 118, 243–246, 255
festivals, community, 325–326
fiber

carding, 293–295
cleaning, 289–290, 291–293
dyeing, 292, 295–296
leftovers, using, 303–304
processing, 89, 291–295
resources on, 337, 341
storing, 291, 295
using, 294, 296–304, 341–342

fiber animals. See also individual animals
care, 13, 150
costs, 21
fleece quality, 150, 167

shearing, 87, 89, 143, 179, 288–291
uses, 14, 150

financial issues, 21, 27–29, 33–34
fire

animals, risk to, 72
hay storage, 182
preparedness, 341
suppression, 121
uses, 32, 106, 125–126, 251, 309, 313–314

firearms, 32
first aid supplies, 99–100, 198–200
fish, 54, 157–158
fishing nets, 89
flickers (woodpeckers), 60
flies, 199, 200
flood irrigation, 122
flowers, 235, 304–305
flux, 84
fluxinine meglumine, 208
foie gras, 148
food storage, 75–76, 261–263
foot care, animal, 88, 179–181
4-H clubs, 319
four-wheelers, 96
fragrant plants, 240
freezing, 189–190, 268–269, 285
Fresh Cheese recipe, 274–275
Fresh Salsa recipe, 278
frost dates, 223
Frowine, Steven A., Gardening Basics For

Dummies, 87
fruits, 76, 186, 236, 268–269, 277
furnaces, 106

• G •
gambrel roof, 66
game birds, 149
garbage service, 32
Gardening Basics For Dummies

(Steven A. Frowine), 87
gardens. See also plants

benefits, 11, 14, 59
design, 242
fencing, 242, 254
mulching, 246
organic, 15, 254–255
pest control, 252–254
planning, 12, 14–15
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resources on, 336
siting, 36, 222, 241–242
space needed, 35–36, 217–220
succession planting, 223
timing, 24
tools, 85–87, 91, 98
watering, 121–123, 230, 256

Gaters, 96
gauze pads, 199
geese, 54, 138, 140, 148
generators, power, 26, 31, 55, 92, 103–104
GeoPowering the West program, 110
geothermal energy, 109–110
geraniums, 240
gloves, 98
goats

behavior, 192
breeds, 139, 144–145, 340
care, 13, 139, 145, 183–184, 202
castration, 194
characteristics, 54, 129, 209
costs, 139
fencing, 138, 145, 254
fiber from, 144–145
history, 144
horn removal, 193
land, characteristics needed, 40
manure, 244, 308
protecting, 136, 191
resources on, 342
shearing, 288, 289
shelter for, 70–71
space needed, 37
terminology, 140
uses, 13, 138, 144, 145, 342

government programs
energy, 110, 339, 340
extension services, 14, 320–321, 338
grants, 107, 339
stream protection, 128
Web sites, 338

grain bins, 57, 74
grains, feeding, 185
grandfather clauses, 43, 51–52
grants, renewable energy, 107, 339
grapes, 238, 268, 305
grass clippings, 246, 250

grass hay, 130
grasses, for stream protection, 128
grazers described, 162
grazing, 129-130
Great Pyrenees dogs, 136
green beans, 35, 227–228, 266, 267, 269
Green Belt program, 42–43
green living, 20, 45, 111, 315, 339–340
greenhouses, 14–15, 28, 75, 109, 223,

255–257
greens, 268
grinding tools, 81, 92
grooming brushes, 89
groundcovers for erosion control, 132
grouse, 149
guanaco, 149
guard animals, 60, 136–137, 191
guinea fowl, 54, 138, 149
guns, 32
gutters, 132

• H •
hammers, 80
hand felting, 299–300
handspinning fiber, 296–298, 341
Handweavers Guild of America, 

298–299, 342
handweaving, 298–299, 342
Hantavirus, 137
hard water, 119
hardening off, 257
harvesting produce, 36, 55
hats, 98
hay, 37, 73, 86, 130, 182
hay rides, 326
haylage, 55
hazardous waste disposal, 203, 314–315
hearing protection, 99
heat pumps, 110
heated water containers, 190
heating, 106, 109, 110
heavy ends, described, 106
hedge shears, 87
heirloom plants, 221
hemostats, 100
herbicides, 58, 126, 251, 341
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herbs, 35, 238–240, 269
herons, 60
hicks, farmers perceived as, 330, 332
Hiebert, Helen, Papermaking with Garden

Plants & Common Weeds,  305
hills, 128, 132
hitches, 94
hobby, defined, 11
hocks, rabbit, 70
hoes, 87
holding chutes, 89–90
holding pens, 89
Homemade Yogurt recipe, 276
honey, producing, 156–157
honeybees, 56–57, 156–157, 236
hoof care, 88, 179–180
hoof crack, 180
horn removal, 193
Horse Health Nutrition For Dummies, 197
horses

birthing, 24, 212
breeding, 210
breeds, 139
care, 139, 141, 179–181, 183, 189
characteristics, 129, 141
costs, 139
disadvantages, 13
equipment storage, 74
land, characteristics needed, 40
manure, 245, 309
medical issues, 72, 199, 201, 205
resources on, 73, 141, 197, 342
safety, 73
shelter for, 71, 72–73
space needed, 37, 141
terminology, 140
training, 195
uses, 13, 141

Horses For Dummies (Audrey Pavia and
Janice Posnikoff), 73, 141

Hort Corner, Web site 340–341
hoses, garden, 85, 89, 123
hot-water power generation, 109–110
Huacaya alpaca, 152–153, 295
humane traps, 61, 253
humans, water needs, 189
humus, 243, 248
hutches, rabbit, 70
hybrid plants, 221

hydrogen peroxide, 198
hydropower, 111–112

• I •
icons, book, 5
IFA (Intermountain Farmers Association),

198, 339
imprinting, 167
indeterminate plants, 220
Infanger, Rex C. (cheesemaker), 274
information, sharing, 321
insect pests

controlling, 58, 87, 252–253, 255
pigs and, 56
plant resistance, 221
repelling, 99, 199, 200

insecticidal soap, 255
insecticides, 58, 87, 255, 315
inspections, home, 45
integrated agriculture, 156
Intermountain Farmers Association (IFA),

198, 339
Internet access, 40–41, 93
Internet resources, 338–341
intertie systems solar, 109
intramuscular vaccines, 202
iodine, 198–199
irrigation, 121–123, 230, 256

• J •
jams, 265–266
jellies, 265–266
Jersey cows, 166
Joy of Handspinning Web site, 298
juglone, 237, 249

• K •
kemp, 292
kennels, 89
kimchi, 266
knife sharpeners, 89
knitting, 298, 304
Knitting For Dummies, (Pam Allen), 298
Kool-Aid, dyeing fiber with, 295–296
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• L •
lamb meat, 144
lamb races, 326
lamina propia, (hoof part)184
laminitis, 184
landscape netting, 132
landscaping. See gardens
lanolin, in sheep fleeces, 291, 293
lariats/lassos, 89
lavender, 239, 240
lawnmowers, 95–96
laying hens, 146, 147
lead poisoning, 45, 315
lead products, disposal, 315
leaf crops, 230–231
leaf mold, 250–251
lean-to structures, 67, 70–71, 72
learning farming skills, 14, 16–17
leasing, 36
leaves, using, 250–251, 305
lectures, giving, 321
leeks, 35, 234
legal restrictions, 17, 50. See also zoning
legumes, 224, 226–228
lemon verbena, 240
lettuce, 35, 230–231, 268
levees, 117
levels, 81
light, 58, 102
lima beans, drying, 267
litigation, 56, 57
live traps, 61, 253
llamas

behavior, 154–156, 192, 194
care, 70–71, 139, 181
characteristics, 54, 151
costs, 139, 151, 152
fiber, 152
land, characteristics needed, 34, 37, 40
manure, 244, 308
resources on, 340
safety, 57
shearing, 179, 288, 289
terminology, 140
training, 155, 195
uses, 138, 150, 151

Local Harvest Web site, 339

location, farm, 15–16, 38–43, 50, 52
lockjaw, 201
looms, 298–299
loppers, 87
lycopene, 228

• M •
machine felting, 301
machine sheds, 75
machinery

contracting, 28
maintenance, 24, 34, 102
noise, 55
purchasing, 28–29, 33–34, 77, 79
renting, 78, 79
resources on, 339
safety, 57
storing, 74–75
vehicles, 94–96
yard/garden, 91

magazines on hobby farming, 337
Making Candles & Soaps For Dummies

(Kelly Ewing), 306
Manthey, Karen, Crocheting For

Dummies, 298
manufactured homes, 45
manure, 56, 178, 244–245, 307–310. See also

individual animals
manure forks, 86
marjoram, 239
marmalades, 265–266
master gardener programs, 320–321
mastitis, 202, 212
measuring tools, 80–81
meat, 13, 144, 148, 266, 341. See also

butchering
meat cutters, 282
medical care, animal. See also individual

species
birthing, 24, 71–72, 209–214, 289
castrating, 194
diagnosing, 197
diseases, 161, 167, 201–202, 203, 207
eye problems, 197
first aid kit, 198–200
foot/hoof care, 88, 179–181
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medical care, animal (continued)
neutering, 136
quarantine facilities, 72, 89, 179–181
resources on, 197
scrapes and cuts, 206
signs of problems, 203–204
supplies, 198–200
temperature, 204–205
vaccinations, 201–203
veterinarian, determining need for,

208–209
waste, hazardous, 203

medical care, human, 25–26, 40, 202
mentoring, 17
Merck Veterinary Manual, 197
metalwork tools, 84
methane gas, 110–111, 310
methyl anthranilate, 254
micro hydropower systems, 112
milk, 203, 233, 272, 273
Mills Fleet Farm stores, 198
minerals, trace, 183–185
mini cows, 141
mint, 238, 239
mohair, 145, 289, 295
molting, 146, 148
money, 21, 27–29, 33–34
mordants, 295
morning glory, 251
motor oil, recycling, 314
mountain lions, keeping, 62
mowers, 95–96
mucking out, 178
mulch, 246, 313
mules, 141, 199
mushrooms, 266
musk oxen, 34, 62, 162–163, 289

• N •
nails, 82
nasal infections, 202
National Agricultural Library (NAL), 338
National Bison Association, 342
National Center for Home Food

Preservation, 341
National Gardening Association (NGA), 338

National Renewable Energy Laboratory,
109, 340

National Sustainable Agriculture
Information Service, 340

native plants, 59
Natural Center for Home Food

Preservation, 265
natural disasters, 75–76, 341
natural gas, 103
needle felting, 294, 301–303
neighbors, 10, 38, 49–51, 53–58
neonates, described, 71
NGA (National Gardening Association), 338
nightshades, 228–229
nitrogen, 245, 246, 247, 308, 309
Noble Foundation Agricultural Information

Index, 338
noise, 53–54, 55, 99, 254, 331–332
Nolvasan, 199
North American Potbellied Pig 

Association, 342
nose pumps, 188
no-till farming, 131
nutrients, plants, 245–246
nuts, growing, 236–237

• O •
odors, 51–52, 55–56, 106, 248, 329–330
Off-Grid Web site, 340
oil-fueled furnaces, 106
oils, recycling, 314
olives, 229
onions, 15, 222, 232–233, 263, 266, 268–269
oranges, regional appropriateness, 34
oregano, 238, 239
organic, defined, 15
organic farming, 15, 249, 254–255, 339–341
organic fertilizer, 243–245, 255
Organic Gardening For Dummies, 249, 255
Organic Gardening Web site, 340
Organic Trade Association, 255, 339
ostriches, 159–160
outbuildings

for animals, 40, 65, 66, 67
barns, 65–67, 335
building, 45–48
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for equipment storage, 74–75
greenhouses, 14–15, 28, 75, 109, 223,

255–257
insulating, 102
power, 26
resources on, 335

overalls, 97
overcrowding, animal, 193
owls, fake, 61, 253

• P •
Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E), 310
pack animals, 144, 151, 155
paddocks, 73
padlocks, 82
paints, 45, 315
paper, 246, 305
Papermaking with Garden Plants & Common

Weeds (Helen Hiebert), 305
parenting, 22–23
parsley, 239, 240
partridges, 149
pashmina, 145
pasteurization, 273
pastures, 129–130, 340
pathogens in compost ingredients, 249
Pavia, Audrey, Horses For Dummies, 73, 141
peaches, 268
peacocks, 54, 138, 149
pears, 268
peas, 224, 226–227, 268
pellet stoves, 106
pencils, marking, 80
Penn State farming educational 

program, 17
Pennsylvania Farm Vacation Association, 21
pens, holding, 89
peppers, 229, 263, 268, 269
percolation tests, 30, 46
permaculture, 244
permits, building, 46–47
pest control

birds, 253
insect, 58, 87, 252–253, 255
resources on, 340–341
rodents, 253
wildlife, 59–61, 73, 242, 254

pesticides, 58, 252
petroleum-based products, disposal, 315
petting farms, 323
PG&E (Pacific Gas and Electric), 310
pH, 227
pheasants, 149
phone service, 40, 41
phosphorus, 245, 246
pickling, 266
picks, 87
pickup trucks, 94
pick-your-own produce, 271–272, 341
pickyourown.org classifieds, 272
pigeons, 149
pigs

care, 56, 142, 184, 202, 205
characteristics, 56, 210
manure, 309
Potbelly, 142, 340, 342
resources on, 340, 342
shelter for, 71, 178
terminology, 140
uses, 142

pine needles, uses, 246, 249
pipe wrenches, 84
pitchforks, 86
Plant Hardiness Zone Map, 221
plants

debris disposal, 125–126, 244, 312–314
diseases, 224
hardiness, 221
nitrogen, effect on, 246, 309
resources on, 340–341
rotating, 224, 251, 341
selecting, 220–221, 252
succession planting, 223
temperature, effect on, 222
timing, 222–223
types, 59, 220–221, 223, 240, 257
vegetables, 35, 76, 186, 225, 268–269,

277–280
watering, 222, 242, 252, 256
wind, effects on, 256

plastic as mulch, 246
pliers, 80, 81
plumbing tools, 84
pneumonia, 202
pole barns, 66–67
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pollution, water, 29, 53, 117
ponds, 58, 117–118, 187–188
“Ponds — Planning, Design, Construction”

(USDA), 118
popcorn, 230
Posnikoff, Janice, Horses For Dummies,

73, 141
post-frame construction, 66
post-hole diggers, 93
potassium, 245
potatoes, 35, 232, 263, 268
Potbelly pigs, 142, 340, 342
power. See also renewable energy sources

electrical, 26, 101, 102–103
generators, 26, 31, 55, 92, 103–104
natural gas, 103
outages, 26, 103
to outbuildings, 26
propane, 27, 31, 44, 84, 103–106
use, reducing, 101–102

power washers, 93
Practical Pole Building Construction: With

Plans for Barns, Cabins, & Outbuildings
(Leigh Seddon), 66

Precision Mazes Web site, 326
precocious animals, described, 71
predators, 32, 59–61, 136, 138, 190–191
pregnancy tests, animal, 210
presentations, giving, 321
preserves, 265–266
preserving produce/meat, 14, 219, 285–286,

337, 341
pressing flowers, 304–305
pressure canners, 264–265
pressure washers, 93
produce

competitions, 320
harvest quantities, 36
preserving, 14, 219, 264–265, 267–269,

337, 341
resources on, 341
safety, 309–310
selling, 218–219, 269–272, 320, 341
storing, 75–76, 261–263

propane, 27, 31, 44, 84, 103–106
propane torches, 84
property taxes, 42–43
pruners, 87
public services, lack of, 10, 29

public-access rights, 59
pumpkins, 268, 320
pumps, water, 29, 119, 188
PVC pipe, 89

• Q •
qiviut fiber, 15, 162–163, 289
quail, 149
quarantine, animal, 72, 89, 179–181
Queso Fresco (Fresh Cheese) recipe,

274–275
Quonset huts, 68

• R •
rabbits

Angora, 13, 89, 146, 288
butchering, 285
care, 139, 146, 184
characteristics, 54, 210
costs, 139
enclosures, 70, 146, 191, 254
fiber, 89, 146, 288
safety, 70
terminology, 140
uses, 145–146

rabies, 201, 203
raccoons, 332
races, animal, 326
radiant heat floor systems, 109
radishes, 35, 227, 232, 233, 263
rain gutters, 132
rainwater collection, 121
rakes, 86
raspberries, 237
rasps, 88
ratchet straps, 82–83
ravines, 128, 129
REA (Rural Electrification 

Administration), 103
recipes, 274–280
rectal thermometers, 200
recycling, 314. See also compost
refrigeration, food, 261
reindeer, 62
removing horns, 193
rendering, 311
rendering plants, 52, 312
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renewable energy sources
applications, 26
biodiesel fuel, 113–114, 339
biomass, 111, 310
costs/benefits, 107
geothermal, 109–110
hydropower, 111–112
methane gas, 110–111, 310
resources on, 339–340
solar, 107–109, 339
wind, 26, 112–113

Renewable Energy Systems and Energy
Efficiency Improvements Program, 107

rennet, 274
renting equipment, 77–79
rescue groups, finding animals at, 174–175
restaurants, selling produce to, 270
rhubarb, 234, 235
riparian buffers, 128, 132
rivers, 116–117, 129. See also streams
roads, 22, 39, 57, 124, 331
roadside stands, selling produce at, 270–271
rock phosphate, 255
rocks, as fencing material, 128
rodents, 13, 21, 53, 90, 137, 253
rolags, fiber 295
rollback property taxes, 43
roosters, 54, 148
Root Cellaring: Natural Cold Storage of Fruits

& Vegetables (Mike and Nancy Bubel), 76
root cellars, 75–76, 261–263
root crops, 232–234
rope, 82, 89
rosemary, 238, 239
rotating crops, 224, 251, 341
rotationed grazing, 129
roto-tillers, 87, 91
roving, 294
rubber boots, 97
run-in shelters, 67, 70–71, 72
Rural Electrification Administration 

(REA), 103
rut, 192

• S •
safe rooms, 75–76
safety glasses, 99

sage, 238, 239
salad vegetables, 35
Salsa Fresca recipe, 278
salt licks, 183–184
salt-curing, 286
satellite Internet, 41
sauerkraut, 266
savory, 238, 239
sawhorses, 81
saws, 81, 91
scab, 233
scales, 90
scarecrows, 61, 253
scarlet oil, 199
schools, nearness, 38
scouring, 292–293
screwdrivers, 80
screws, 82
scurvy, 230
second cuts, 292
Seddon, Leigh, Practiced Pole Building

Construction, 66
seed potatoes, 232–233
seeds, 14, 28, 223, 256, 257
selenium, 185, 207
semi-precocious animals, described, 71
septic systems, 30–31, 39, 44, 46
sharpeners, 89
shearing, 87, 89, 143, 179, 288–291
shears, animal, 87, 89
shedding brushes, 89
sheep

breeds, 139, 143, 166
care, 13, 139, 184, 185, 205
characteristics, 54, 129, 143, 210
costs, 139
fiber, 143, 288, 289, 291, 295, 303
manure, 143, 308
protecting, 136, 143, 191
resources on, 342
shearing, 143, 179, 288, 289
shelter for, 70–71
space needed, 37
terminology, 140
uses, 13, 143–144

Shetland sheep, 166
shoes, horse-, 180–181
shopping, nearness, 38
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shovels, 86
silage, 55, 313, 340
sitters, locating for farm, 25
skirting fiber, 291–292
slaughterhouses, 282
slivers, fiber, 294
Small Business Administration, 29
Small Farm Center, 338
smells, 51–52, 55–56, 106, 248, 329–330
smoking meat, 286, 341
snow, 78, 93, 124, 127
soap, making, 306
social activity, 12, 324–325. See also

community activities; cultural
activities

socialization, animal, 193
socket wrenches, 80
soil

described, 242
erosion, 126, 130–132
improving, 243–246, 247–251, 309, 311–314
preparation, 222
testing, 242
tilling, 243
types, 222

solar power, 107–109, 339
Solar Power Your Home For Dummies

(Rik DeGunther), 109
solder, 84
sound pest deterrents, 254
sounds, 53–54, 55, 99, 254, 331–332
soybeans, 227
spaghetti sauce recipe, 278–279
spinach, 230–231
spinners, 292
spinning fiber, 296–298, 341
spinning wheels, 297–298
sprayers, 87
spring water, 118
sprinklers, water, 122
square-foot gardening, 242
squash bugs, 252
squashes, 225–226, 263, 268, 269
stalls, 72
stem crops, 234–235
stewing chickens, 148
Stockton Red onions, 233
stores, selling produce to, 270

stoves, heating, 106
strawberries, 237–238, 269
streams, 59, 116–117, 128–129, 132, 186–187
string trimmers, 87, 91
structures. See outbuildings
stumps, tree, 125, 126
subcutaneous vaccines, 202
succession planting, 223
suint, 292
summer squashes, 225–226
sun protection, 98, 99
supplies, sources, 339
surface irrigation, 122
Suri alpaca, 153, 166, 295
surveys, land, 46
swabs, cotton, 200
sweat bands, 98
sweet potatoes, 269
swine. See pigs
syringes, 200

• T •
tack, 74
tape measures, 80
tarps, 85
tarragon, 238, 239
taxes, property, 42–43
technology in rural areas, 40–41, 93,

327–328
Teflon tape, 84
telephone service, 40, 41
Tellington Touch Every Animal Method

(TTEAM), 155
terracing, 131
tetanus, 201
thermometers, 200, 248
thyme, 238, 239
tilling, 87, 91, 131, 243
tires, recycling, 314
Todd’s Spaghetti Sauce recipe, 278–279
Todd’s Zucchini Bread recipe, 280
tomatoes

growing, 34, 35, 221, 228–229, 246
storing/preserving, 263, 268

tool belts, 79
tool sheds, 74
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toolboxes, 79
ToolCats, 91, 95
tools

animal care, 88–90
electrical, 83–84
fencing, 81, 93
gardening, 86–87, 91, 98
general, 79–82
maintenance, 91, 92–93
metalwork, 84
outdoor, 85–86
plumbing, 84
safety, 57, 91, 98
selecting, 77–79
snow-removal, 78, 93
storing, 74
vehicles, 94–96

tornadoes, 75–76
tours, farm, 321–323
town, travel to, 24–25
tractors, 57, 78, 92, 94–95, 114
traffic, rural, 22. See also roads
trailers, 96
traps, 61, 200, 253
trash disposal, 32
traveling plant varieties, 221
treats, animal, 185–186
trees, 58–59, 125–128, 237, 249, 256,

312–313
trimmer sharpeners, 89
trimmers, 87
tropical plants, growing, 257
trucks, pickup, 94
TTEAM (Tellington Touch Every Animal

Method), 155
tubers, 232
turbines, wind, 113
turkeys, 54, 140, 148
turnips, 35
twine, bailing, 82

• U •
ultrasonic devices for pest control, 61
umbilical hernia, 214
undulant fever (UF), 161, 202

United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) resources, 221, 338

United Vet Equine, 198
University of Washington Extension crop

rotation information, 224
unsophisticated, farmers perceived as, 

330, 332
U-Pick produce, 271–272, 341
urea, 248
urine as pest control, 61
USA Gardener Web site, 338
USDA (United States Department of

Agriculture) resources, 221, 338
utility knives, 86
utility trailers, 96

• V •
vacations, 12, 16, 21, 25
vaccinations, 201–203
veg in fiber, 292, 293
vegetables, 35, 76, 186, 225, 268–269,

277–280
vegetative filter strips, 128, 132
venison, 162
vermin, 13, 21, 53, 90, 137, 253
vernal ponds, 117–118
verticillium wilt, 238
veterinarians, 142, 180, 193, 203, 208–209
Victory Seed Company frost date 

chart, 223
vicuña, 149
Vidalia onions, 15, 233
Vietnamese Potbelly pigs, 142, 340, 342
Vintage Dairy Biogas Project, 310
vitamin supplements, 207
voltmeters, 83

• W •
Walla Walla onions, 15, 233
walnut trees, black, 237, 249
waste disposal, 125–126, 311–315. See also

manure
watchdogs, 136–137

365Index

33_281727-bindex.qxp  7/1/08  4:06 PM  Page 365



water. See also wells
for animals, 74, 117, 121, 186–190
contamination, 29, 53, 117
drainage, 39, 127, 222
energy from, 109–110, 111–112
erosion, 132
fire suppression, 121
freezing, 189–190
for gardens, 121–123, 230, 256
governmental issues, 117, 118
hard, 119
human needs, 189
importance, 38
natural sources, 58, 116–118, 121, 132,

187–188
public-access rights, 59
pumping, 112
safety, 29, 53, 58, 117, 120, 123
storing, 119–121, 188, 189, 190
supply location, 38–39

water tanks, 119–121
water troughs, 188, 189
WD-40, 81, 339
weaning, 192
weather, damage caused by, 27, 75–76, 341
weaving, 298–299, 342
web addresses, format, 2
Webcams, 93, 328
weeds, 241–242, 246, 251–252, 313–314,

340–341
weedwhackers, 87, 91
weight loss, 203
welders, 84
wells

benefits/drawbacks, 29–30, 118–119
digging, 38–39, 46, 119
safety, 29, 123
for watering animals, 188

wet felting, 294, 299–301
wethers, 140, 144
wheel line irrigation sprinklers, 122
wheelbarrows, 85

whey, 275
white muscle disease, 167, 207
wildflowers, 252
wildlife, 59–62, 73, 332
wind, effect on plants, 222
wind breaks, 127, 341
wind power, 26, 112–113
winter savory, 238, 239
winter squashes, 225, 226
wire, 82
wood chips as mulch, 246
wood-burning stoves, 106
wool, 143, 288, 289, 295, 303
wool pillows/mattresses, 303
work boots, 97–98
work load, farm, 329
Workmate Project Center, Black & 

Decker, 81
worming, 199, 207
worms, 54, 158, 199, 207
Wound-Kote, 206
wreaths, 305
wrenches, 80

• X •
Xanadu, 38

• Y •
yaks, 160–161, 288, 289
yarn, 296–299, 342
yield, farm, 307
yogurt, making, 272, 273, 276

• Z •
zoning, 16, 36, 41, 43, 46–47, 50–52
zucchini, 225–226, 266
zucchini bread recipe, 280
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