


picturesque pubs, and a lovely, his-
toric church. See chapter 10.

* Kinsale (County Cork): Kinsale’s
narrow streets all lead to the sea,
dropping steeply from the hills
around the harbor, although the
crowds of visitors teeming on the
sidewalks every summer attest to
the fact that the Kinsale secret is
out. The walk from Kinsale through
Scilly to Charles Fort and Frower
Point is breathtaking. Kinsale has the
added benefit of being a foodie town,
with no shortage of good restaurants.
See chapter 9.

* Kenmare (County Kerry): If you're
driving the Ring of Kerry, this is the
best base you could wish for at the
mouth of the River Roughty on Ken-
mare Bay. The town is picture-perfect
with stone cottages, colorful gardens,
and flowers overflowing from win-
dow boxes. See chapter 10.

THE BEST NATURAL WONDERS

* Ardara (County Donegal): On the
southwest coast of County Donegal,
the tiny town of Ardara looks as if it
were carved out of a solid block of
granite. Its streets undulate up and
down the rocky hills, and are lined
with little boutiques and charming
arts shops, many selling clothes made
of the famed Donegal wool. You can
wander its entirety in a few minutes.
It’s a bite-size place. See chapter 15.
Athlone (County Westmeath): Sit-
ting at the edge of the River Shan-
non, its streets curving around a
sturdy, fortresslike castle, Athlone is a
charmer. Houses are painted in
bright hues, and with its small, funky
boutiques and spirit of fun, it has the
feel of a busy university town. Good
restaurants and lively pubs add to its
charms. See chapter 13.

2 The Best Natural Wonders

* The Slieve Bloom Way (County
Laois): Slieve Bloom, Ireland’s largest
and most unspoiled blanket bog, rises
gently above the peat fields. Its
beauty—gentle slopes, glens, rivers,
waterfalls, and bog lands—is subtle
but persistent, and it is comparatively
untouched. You can have it more or
less to yourself, apart from its deer
and foxes, and an occasional frolick-
ing otter.

* MacGillycuddy’s Reeks (County
Kerry): A mountain range on the
Iveragh Peninsula, MacGillycuddy’s
Reeks not only has the best name of
any mountain range in Ireland, but
also the highest mountain on the
island, Carrantuohill (1,041m/3,414
ft.). The Reeks are among Ireland’s
greatest spectacles. See p. 326.

* The Burren (County Clare): We can
guarantee this: The Burren is one of

the strangest landscapes you're likely
to see. Its vast limestone grassland is
spread with a quilt of wildflowers
from as far afield as the Alps, all soft-
ening the stark stones jutting out of
the ground. Its inhabitants include
nearly every species of butterfly
found in Ireland. See p. 375.
Cliffs of Moher (County Clare): Ris-
ing from Hag’s Head to the south,
these magnificent sea cliffs reach their
full height of 214m (702 ft.) just
north of O’Brien’s Tower. The views
of the open sea, of the Aran Islands,
and of the Twelve Bens mountains of
Connemara (see below) are spectacu-
lar. A walk south along the cliff edge
at sunset makes a perfect end to any
day. See p. 380.
* Croagh Patrick (County Mayo):
Rising steeply 750m (2,460 ft.) above
the coast, Croagh Patrick is seen as a










































