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—p—

with self, 121-3
with sibling, 70
relatives see birth relatives
Republic of Ireland, 6, 131, 141-2
access to birth records, 141-2
resentment by others, 114
reunions
and adoptive families, 79-96
adrift, 94-5
with birth fathers, 57-68
types of, 63—4
with birth siblings, 69-78
break down of, 42
broken down, 97-109
challenges of, 125
closed ranks, 93—4
disclosure to adoptive family, 79-82,
867
response types, 82—5
and family expanders, 91
fragmented end of, 103-5
hidden from family members, 74
honeymoon phase of, 41, 43
imbalances in, 46
importance of preparation, 126-7
importance of support, 128
importance of timing, 126
information on, 131-51
the journey of, 111-29
learning from, 125
long-term process, 41-2
loss of interest in, 113
making them work, 129
and the media, 1
as opportunity to question, 120
phases of, 504
positive aspects of, 111
realistically resigned, 92
rose-tinted stage of, 44
of separate worlds, 92—3
as threat to adoptive relationship, 86
and transferrers, 94-5
use of term, 2-3
variety in, 2
rights and entitlements in relationships,
114-15
rite of passage, the reunion experience as,
121-3,128
roles and names in relationships, 115—
16
roots and origins, 112, 121, 123
interest in, 6-8, 20

—



bindex.gxd 6/19/04 3:37 PM Page 161

St Martin in the Fields library, London, 26
Sawbridge, Phillida, 100
Scotland, 6, 8,27, 131
access to birth records
adopted people, 139
birth relatives, 140
Adoption Contact Register, 140
Scottish Adoption Advice Service, The,
(Barnardos), 140
Scottish Adoption Association, The, 140
searchers, 1
searches
disclosure to adoptive family, 79-82,
86-7
response types, 82—5
emotional impact of, 26-7
information on, 131-51
the journey through, 111-29
moral and legal rights to, 88
resources, 133-5
searching, 19-32
for birth fathers, 57-9
frustrations of, 25-6
how to proceed, 21-3
outline of stages in, 22
support during, 27
variability of time scales in, 26
separate worlds, 92—3
Service de I'’Adoption, Quebec, 149
sexual attraction see genetic sexual
attraction
shared history, importance of, 84, 90
Short, Clare, 1
sibling reunions
and birth order, 72
direct, 72
excitement of, 71, 74
and personal difficulties, 73
siblings, 115
see also birth siblings
sisters see birth siblings
social service departments, 10, 128
social workers, 15
SOUNDEX international registry, USA, 150
website, 151

—p—

INDEX % 161

State Confidential Intermediary Services,
USA, 150
State Reunion Registry, USA, 150
step-parents, 70
support, importance of, 9, 128
support groups, 28, 109, 131, 136
Australia, 145
Canada, 150
England and Wales, 136
New Zealand, 147
Northern Ireland, 138-9
Republic of Ireland, 142
Scotland, 140-1
United States of America (USA),
150-1

Talk Adoption, UK, 137
telephone directories, 22, 23, 132
foreign, 26
USA, 26
testing, 42, 47—-8
time constraints, 113
transferrers, 94-5
Triad Canada, 150
trigger points, 9

United Kingdom (UK), 1-2, 6, 29,
131
see also England and Wales; Northern
Ireland; Scotland
United States of America (USA), 2, 6, 8,
131, 150-1
access to birth records, 150
contact registers, 150
Hawaii, 150
Kansas, 150
support groups, 150-1
unmarried mothers, 14

vetoes
Australia, 145
New Zealand, 147

Waifs & Strays, 14, 136
wills, 25



bindex.gxd 6/19/04 3:37 PM Page 162 $



