
Planning Your Trip 
to San Francisco

1 Visitor Information
The San Francisco Convention and Visitors Bureau, 900 Market
St. (at Powell St.), Hallidie Plaza, Lower Level, San Francisco, CA
94102 (& 415/391-2000; www.sfvisitor.org), is the best source of
specialized information about the city. Even if you don’t have a spe-
cific question, you might want to request the free Visitors Planning
Guide and the San Francisco Visitors kit. The kit includes a 6-month
calendar of events, a city history, shopping and dining information,
and several good, clear maps, plus lodging information. The bureau
highlights only its members’ establishments, so if it doesn’t have
what you’re looking for, that doesn’t mean it’s nonexistent.

You can also get the latest on San Francisco at the following
online addresses:

• The Bay Guardian, the city’s free weekly paper: www.sfbg.com
• Hotel reservations: www.hotelres.com
• SF Gate, the city’s Chronicle newspaper: www.sfgate.com
• CitySearch: www.citysearch.com

2 Money
ATMS
Nationwide, the easiest and best way to get cash away from home is
from an ATM (automated teller machine), sometimes referred to as
a “cash machine,” or “cashpoint.” The Cirrus (& 800/424-7787;
www.mastercard.com) and PLUS (& 800/843-7587; www.visa.
com) networks span the country; you can find them even in remote
regions. Look at the back of your bank card to see which network
you’re on, then call or check online for ATM locations at your des-
tination. Be sure you know your personal identification number (PIN)
and daily withdrawal limit before you depart. Note: Remember that
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many banks impose a fee every time you use a card at another bank’s
ATM, and that fee can be higher for international transactions (up to
$5 or more) than for domestic ones (where they’re rarely more than
$2). In addition, the bank from which you withdraw cash may charge
its own fee. To compare banks’ ATM fees within the U.S., use www.
bankrate.com. For international withdrawal fees, ask your bank.

CREDIT CARDS & DEBIT CARDS
Credit cards are the most widely used form of payment in the
United States. They also provide a convenient record of all your
expenses, and generally offer relatively good exchange rates. You can
withdraw cash advances from your credit cards at banks or ATMs,
provided you know your PIN.

TRAVELER’S CHECKS
Traveler’s checks are widely accepted in the U.S., but foreign visitors
should make sure that they’re denominated in U.S. dollars; foreign-
currency checks are often difficult to exchange.

You can buy traveler’s checks at most banks. Most are offered in
denominations of $20, $50, $100, $500, and sometimes $1,000.
Generally, you’ll pay a service charge ranging from 1% to 4%.

If you do choose to carry traveler’s checks, keep a record of their
serial numbers separate from your checks in the event that they are
stolen or lost. You’ll get a refund faster if you know the numbers.

3 When to Go
If you’re dreaming of convertibles, Frisbee on the beach, and tank-
topped evenings, change your reservations and head to Los Angeles.
Contrary to California’s sunshine-and-bikini image, San Francisco’s
weather is “mild” (to put it nicely) and can often be downright
bone-chilling because of the wet, foggy air and cool winds—it’s
nothing like that of Southern California. Summer, the most popu-
lar time to visit, is often characterized by damp, foggy days; cold,
windy nights; and crowded tourist destinations. A good bet is to
visit in spring or, better yet, autumn. Every September, right about
the time San Franciscans mourn being cheated (or fogged) out of
another summer, something wonderful happens: The thermometer
rises, the skies clear, and the locals call in sick to work and head for
the beach. It’s what residents call “Indian summer.” The city is also
delightful during winter, when the opera and ballet seasons are in
full swing; there are fewer tourists, many hotel prices are lower, and
downtown bustles with holiday cheer.
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CLIMATE
San Francisco’s temperate, marine climate usually means relatively
mild weather year-round. In summer, chilling fog rolls in most
mornings and evenings, and if temperatures top 70°F (21°C), the
city is ready to throw a celebration. Even when autumn’s heat occa-
sionally stretches into the 80s (upper 20s Celsius) and 90s (lower
30s Celsius), you should still dress in layers, or by early evening
you’ll learn firsthand why sweatshirt sales are a great business at
Fisherman’s Wharf. In winter, the mercury seldom falls below freez-
ing and snow is almost unheard of, but that doesn’t mean you won’t
be whimpering if you forget your coat. Still, compared to most of
the states, San Francisco’s weather is consistently pleasant.

San Francisco’s Average Temperatures & Rainfall
Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

High °F 56 59 61 64 67 70 71 72 73 70 62 56

Low °F 43 46 47 48 51 53 55 56 55 52 48 43

High °C 13 15 16 18 19 21 22 22 23 21 17 13

Low °C 6 8 8 9 11 12 13 13 13 11 9 6

Rain (in.) 4.5 4.0 3.3 1.2 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 1.0 2.5 2.9

Rain (mm) 113.0 101.9 82.8 30.0 9.7 2.8 0.8 1.8 5.1 26.4 63.2 73.4

SAN FRANCISCO CALENDAR OF EVENTS
For more information, visit www.sfvisitor.org for an annual calendar of local
events.

February
Chinese New Year, Chinatown. In 2007, public celebrations will
again spill onto every street in Chinatown. Festivities begin with
the “Miss Chinatown USA” pageant parade, and climax a week
later with a celebratory parade of marching bands, rolling floats,
barrages of fireworks, and a block-long dragon writhing in and
out of the crowds. The revelry runs for several weeks and wraps
up with a memorable parade through Chinatown. Arrive early for
a good viewing spot on Kearny Street. You can purchase bleacher
seats online starting in December. Make your hotel reservations
early. For dates and information, call & 415/982-3000 or visit
www.chineseparade.com.

March
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Union Square and Civic Center.
Everyone’s an honorary Irish person at this festive affair, which
starts at 11:30am at Market and Second streets and continues to
City Hall. But the party doesn’t stop there. Head down to the
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Civic Center for the post-party, or venture to The Embarcadero’s
Harrington’s bar (245 Front St.) and celebrate with hundreds of
the Irish-for-a-day yuppies as they gallivant around the closed-off
streets and numerous pubs. For information, call & 415/675-
9885; www.sfstpatricksdayparade.com. Sunday before March 17.

April
Cherry Blossom Festival, Japantown. Meander through the arts-
and-crafts and food booths lining the blocked-off streets around
Japan Center and watch traditional drumming, flower arranging,
origami making, or a parade celebrating the cherry blossom and
Japanese culture. Call & 415/563-2313 for information. Mid-
to late April.

San Francisco International Film Festival, around San Fran-
cisco with screenings at the AMC Kabuki 8 Cinemas (Fillmore
and Post sts.), and at many other locations. Begun in 1957, this
is America’s oldest film festival. It features close to 200 films and
videos from more than 50 countries. Tickets are relatively inex-
pensive, and screenings are accessible to the public. Entries include
new films by beginning and established directors. For a schedule
or information, call & 415/561-5000 or visit www.sffs.org. Mid-
April to early May.

May
Cinco de Mayo Festival, Mission District. This is when the Latino
community celebrates the victory of the Mexicans over the French
at Puebla in 1862; mariachi bands, dancers, food, and a parade
fill the streets of the Mission. The parade starts at 10am at 24th
and Bryant streets and ends at the Civic Center, though rumor
has it that in 2007 the Festival will be held on 24th Street. Con-
tact the Mission Neighborhood Center for more information at
& 415/206-0577. The first Sunday in May.

Bay to Breakers Foot Race, The Embarcadero through Golden
Gate Park to Ocean Beach. Even if you don’t participate, you
can’t avoid this run from downtown to Ocean Beach, which stops
morning traffic throughout the city. More than 75,000 entrants
gather—many dressed in wacky, innovative, and sometimes X-
rated costumes—for the approximately 7.5-mile run. If you don’t
want to run, join the throng of spectators who line the route.
Sidewalk parties, bands, and cheerleaders of all ages provide a
good dose of true San Francisco fun. For recorded information,
call & 415/359-2800, or check their website www.baytobreakers.
com. Third Sunday of May.
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Carnaval Festival, Harrison Street between 16th and 23rd
streets. The Mission District’s largest annual event, held from
9:30am to 6pm, is a day of festivities that includes food, music,
dance, arts and crafts, and a parade that’s as sultry and energetic
as the Latin American and Caribbean people behind it. For one
of San Franciscans’ favorite events, more than half a million spec-
tators line the parade route, and samba musicians and dancers
continue to entertain on 14th Street, near Harrison, at the end of
the march where you’ll find food and craft booths, music, and
more revelry. Call the hot line at & 415/920-0125 for informa-
tion. See www.carnavalsf.com for more information.

June
Union Street Art Festival, Pacific Heights, along Union Street
from Steiner to Gough streets. This outdoor fair celebrates San
Francisco with themes, gourmet food booths, music, entertain-
ment, and a juried art show featuring works by more than 250
artists. It’s a great time and a chance to see the city’s young well-
to-dos partying it up. Call the Union Street Association (& 415/
441-7055) for more information or see www.unionstreetfestival.
com. First weekend of June.

Haight-Ashbury Street Fair, Haight-Ashbury. A far cry from the
froufrou Union Street Fair, this grittier fair features alternative
crafts, ethnic foods, rock bands, and a healthy number of hippies
and street kids whooping it up and slamming beers in front of the
blaring rock-’n’-roll stage. The fair usually extends along Haight
between Stanyan and Ashbury streets. For details and the exact
date, call & 415/863-3489 or visit www.haightstreetfair.org.

North Beach Festival, Grant Avenue, North Beach. In 2006,
this party celebrated its 52nd anniversary; organizers claim it’s the
oldest urban street fair in the country. Close to 100,000 city folk
meander along Grant Avenue, between Vallejo and Union streets,
to eat, drink, and browse the arts-and-crafts booths, poetry read-
ings, swing-dancing venue, and arte di gesso (sidewalk chalk art).
But the most enjoyable parts of the event are listening to music
and people-watching. Call & 415/989-2220 or visit www.north
beachfestival.com for details. Usually Father’s Day weekend, but
call to confirm.

Stern Grove Music Festival, Sunset District. Pack a picnic and
head out early to join the thousands who come here to lie in the
grass and enjoy classical, jazz, and ethnic music and dance in the
grove, at 19th Avenue and Sloat Boulevard. The Festival’s 70th
year will be marked in 2007. The free concerts take place every
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Sunday at 2pm between mid-June and August. Show up with a
lawn chair or blanket. There are food booths if you forget snacks,
but you’ll be dying to leave if you don’t bring warm clothes—the
Sunset District can be one of the coldest parts of the city. Call 
& 415/252-6252 for listings; www.sterngrove.org. Sundays, mid-
June through August.

San Francisco Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Pride
Parade & Celebration, downtown’s Market Street. This prideful
event draws up to one million participants who celebrate all of
the above—and then some. The parade proceeds west on Market
Street until it gets to the Civic Center, where hundreds of food,
art, and information booths are set up around several sound-
stages. Call & 415/864-3733 or visit www.sfpride.org for infor-
mation. Usually the third or last weekend of June.

July
Fillmore Jazz Festival, Pacific Heights. July starts with a bang,
when the upscale portion of Fillmore closes to traffic and the
blocks between Jackson and Eddy are filled with arts and crafts,
gourmet food, and live jazz from 10am to 6pm. Call & 510/
970-3217 for more information; www.fillmorejazzfestival.com.
First weekend in July.

Fourth of July Celebration & Fireworks, Fisherman’s Wharf.
This event can be something of a joke—more often than not, fog
comes into the city, like everyone else, to join in the festivities.
Sometimes it’s almost impossible to view the million-dollar
pyrotechnics from PIER 39 on the northern waterfront. Still, it’s
a party, and if the skies are clear, it’s a darn good show. Visit www.
4thofjulysf.com for more info.

San Francisco Marathon, San Francisco and beyond. This is one
of the largest marathons in the world. It starts and ends at the
Ferry Building at the base of Market Street, winds 26-plus miles
through virtually every neighborhood in the City, and across the
Golden Gate Bridge. For entry information, visit www.runsfm.com.
Usually the last weekend in July.

September
Sausalito Art Festival, Sausalito. A juried exhibit of more 
than 20,000 original works of art, this festival includes music—
provided by jazz, rock, and blues performers from the Bay Area
and beyond—and international cuisine, enhanced by wines from
some 50 Napa and Sonoma producers. Parking is impossible;
take the Blue & Gold Fleet ferry (& 415/705-5555) from Fish-
erman’s Wharf to the festival site. For more information, call 
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& 415/332-3555 or log on to www.sausalitoartfestival.org. Labor
Day weekend.

Opera in the Park, usually in Sharon Meadow, Golden Gate
Park. Each year the San Francisco Opera launches its season with
a free concert featuring a selection of arias. Call & 415/861-
4008 to confirm the location and date. Usually the Sunday after
Labor Day.

San Francisco Blues Festival, on the grounds of Fort Mason, the
Marina. The largest outdoor blues music event on the West Coast
will be 35 years old in 2007 and continues to feature local and
national musicians performing back-to-back during the 3-day
extravaganza. You can charge tickets by phone at & 415/421-8497
or online at www.ticketmaster.com. For information, call & 415/
979-5588 or visit www.sfblues.com. Usually in late September.

Folsom Street Fair, along Folsom Street between 7th and 12th
streets, SoMa, from 11am to 6pm. This is a local favorite for its
kinky, outrageous, leather-and-skin gay-centric blowout celebra-
tion. It’s hard-core, so only open-minded and adventurous types
need head into the leather-clad and partially dressed crowds. For
info call & 415/861-3247 or visit www.folsomstreetfair.org. Last
Sunday of September.

October
Fleet Week, Marina and Fisherman’s Wharf. Residents gather along
the Marina Green, The Embarcadero, Fisherman’s Wharf, and other
vantage points to watch incredible (and loud!) aerial performances
by the Blue Angels, flown in tribute to our nation’s marines. Call 
& 650/599-5057 or visit www.fleetweek.us/fleetweek for details
and dates.

Artspan Open Studios, various San Francisco locations. Find an
original piece of art to commemorate your trip, or just see what
local artists are up to by grabbing a map to over 800 artists’ stu-
dios that are open to the public during weekends in October. Call
& 415/861-9838 or visit www.artspan.org for more information.

Castro Street Fair, the Castro. Celebrate life in the city’s most
famous gay neighborhood. Call & 415/841-1824 or visit www.
castrostreetfair.org for information. First Sunday in October,
from 11am to 6pm.

Italian Heritage Parade, North Beach and Fisherman’s Wharf.
The city’s Italian community leads the festivities around Fisher-
man’s Wharf, celebrating Columbus’s landing in America. 2007
marks the festival’s 139th year, and as usual includes a parade
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along Columbus Avenue. But for the most part, it’s a great excuse
to hang out in North Beach and people-watch. For information,
call & 415/587-8282 or visit www.sfcolumbusday.org. Observed
the Sunday before Columbus Day.

Exotic Erotic Halloween Ball, The Cow Palace, on the southern
outskirts of San Francisco. Thousands come here dressed in cos-
tume, lingerie, and sometimes even less than that. It’s a wild fan-
tasy affair with bands, dancing, and costume contests. Beware: It
can be somewhat cheesy. Advance tickets range from $60 to $125
per person. For information, call & 415/567-BALL or visit www.
exoticeroticball.com. One or two Friday or Saturday nights before
Halloween.

Halloween, the Castro. This is a huge night in San Francisco, espe-
cially in the flamboyant gay community of the Castro. Drop by for
music, costume contests, and all-around revelry with streets shut
down and filled with a mixed crowd reveling in costumes of extraor-
dinary imagination. For info visit www.halloweeninthecastro.com.
October 31.

San Francisco Jazz Festival, various San Francisco locations.
This festival presents eclectic programming in an array of fabu-
lous jazz venues throughout the city. With close to 3 weeks of
nightly entertainment and dozens of performers, the jazz festival
is a hot ticket. Past events have featured Herbie Hancock, Dave
Brubeck, the Modern Jazz Quartet, Wayne Shorter, and Bill
Frisell. For information, call & 800/850-SFJF or 415/788-7353;
or visit www.sfjazz.org. Also check the website for other events
throughout the year. Late October and early November.

December
The Nutcracker, War Memorial Opera House, Civic Center. The
San Francisco Ballet (& 415/865-2000) performs this holiday
classic annually. Order tickets to this Tchaikovsky tradition well
in advance. Visit www.sfballet.org for information.

4 Specialized Travel Resources
TRAVELERS WITH DISABILITIES
Most disabilities shouldn’t stop anyone from traveling. There are more
options and resources out there than ever before.

The San Francisco Convention and Visitors Bureau (p. 1) should
have the most up-to-date information on accessible options for travel-
ers with disabilities.

Travelers in wheelchairs can request special ramped taxis by call-
ing Yellow Cab (& 415/626-2345), which charges regular rates for
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the service. Travelers with disabilities can also get a free copy of the
Muni Access Guide, published by the San Francisco Municipal Rail-
way, Accessible Services Program, One South Van Ness, third floor
(& 415/923-6142), which is staffed weekdays from 8am to 5pm.

GAY & LESBIAN TRAVELERS
If you head down to the Castro—an area surrounding Castro Street
near Market Street—you’ll understand why the city is a mecca for gay
and lesbian travelers. Since the 1970s, this unique part of town has
remained a colorfully festive neighborhood, teeming with “out” city
folk who meander the streets shopping, eating, partying, or cruising.
If anyone feels like an outsider in this part of town, it’s heterosexuals,
who, although warmly welcomed in the community, may feel uncom-
fortable or downright threatened if they harbor any homophobia or
aversion to being checked out. For many San Franciscans, it’s just a
fun area (especially on Halloween) with some wonderful shops.

Gays and lesbians make up a good deal of San Francisco’s popu-
lation, so it’s no surprise that clubs and bars all over town cater to
them. Although lesbian interests are concentrated primarily in the
East Bay (especially Oakland), a significant community resides in
the Mission District, around 16th and Valencia streets.

Several local publications concentrate on in-depth coverage of
news, information, and listings of goings-on around town for gays
and lesbians. The Bay Area Reporter (www.ebar.com) has the most
comprehensive listings, including a weekly calendar of events. Dis-
tributed free on Thursday, it can be found stacked at the corner of
18th and Castro streets and at Ninth and Harrison streets, as well as
in bars, bookshops, and stores around town. It may also be available
in gay and lesbian bookstores elsewhere in the country.

SENIOR TRAVEL
Members of AARP (formerly known as the American Association of
Retired Persons), 601 E St. NW, Washington, DC 20049 (& 888/
687-2277; www.aarp.org), get discounts on hotels, airfares, and car
rentals. AARP offers members a wide range of benefits, including AARP:
The Magazine and a monthly newsletter. Anyone over 50 can join.

Many reliable agencies and organizations target the 50-plus mar-
ket. Elderhostel (& 877/426-8056; www.elderhostel.org) arranges
study programs for those aged 55 and over. ElderTreks (& 800/741-
7956; www.eldertreks.com) offers small-group tours to off-the-beaten-
path or adventure-travel locations, restricted to travelers 50 and
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older. INTRAV (& 800/456-8100; www.intrav.com) is a high-end
tour operator that caters to the mature, discerning traveler.

FAMILY TRAVEL
San Francisco is full of sightseeing opportunities and special activi-
ties geared toward children. See Frommer’s San Francisco with
Kids (Wiley Publishing, Inc.) for good, kid-specific information for
your trip.

5 Getting There
BY PLANE
The northern Bay Area has two major airports: San Francisco Inter-
national and Oakland International.

SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT Almost
four dozen major scheduled carriers serve San Francisco Interna-
tional Airport (& 650/821-8211; www.flysfo.com), 14 miles
directly south of downtown on U.S. 101. Travel time to downtown
during commuter rush hour is about 40 minutes; at other times, it’s
about 20 to 25 minutes.

The airport offers a hot line (& 415/817-1717) for information
on ground transportation. It gives you a rundown of all your
options for getting into the city from the airport (also see below for
this information). Each of the three main terminals has a desk where
you can get the same information.

GETT ING  INTO  TOWN FROM SAN FRANCISCO
INTERNAT IONAL  A IRPORT
Great news for the budget traveler! BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit;
& 510/464-6000 or 415/989-2278; www.bart.gov) began running
from SFO to numerous stops within downtown San Francisco in
June 2003. This route, which takes about 35 minutes, avoids gnarly
traffic on the way and costs a heck of a lot less than taxis or shuttles
(around $5 each way, depending on exactly where you’re going). Just
jump on the airport’s free shuttle bus to the International terminal,
enter the BART station there, and you’re on your way to San Fran-
cisco. Trains leave approximately every 15 minutes.

A cab from the airport to downtown costs $30 to $35, plus tip,
and takes about 30 minutes, traffic permitting.

SuperShuttle (& 800/BLUE-VAN or 415/558-8500; www.super
shuttle.com) is a private shuttle company that offers door-to-door
airport service, in which you share a van with a few other passengers.
They will take you anywhere in the city, charging $15 per person to
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a residence or business. On the return trip, add $8 to $15 for each
additional person depending on whether you’re traveling from a
hotel or a residence. The shuttle stops at least every 20 minutes,
sometimes sooner, and picks up passengers from the marked areas
outside the terminals’ upper levels. Reservations are required for the
return trip to the airport only and should be made 1 day before
departure. For $65, you can either charter the entire van for up to
seven people or an Execucar private sedan for up to four people. For
more info on the Execucar, call & 800/410-4444.

The San Mateo County Transit system, SamTrans (& 800/660-
4287 in Northern California, or 650/508-6200; www.samtrans.com),
runs two buses between the San Francisco Airport and the Transbay
Terminal at First and Mission streets. Bus no. 292 costs $1.50 and
makes the trip in about 55 minutes. The KX bus costs $4 and takes
just 35 minutes but permits only one carry-on bag. Both buses run
daily. The no. 292 starts at 5:25am Monday through Friday and
5:30am on weekends; both run until 1am and run every half-hour
until 7:30pm when it becomes hourly. The KX starts at 5:53am and
ends at 10:37pm Monday through Friday. On weekends service
runs from 7:19am to 9:30pm, runs every half-hour until 6:30pm,
and then changes to an hourly schedule.

OAKLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT About 5 miles
south of downtown Oakland, at the Hegenberger Road exit of Calif.
17 (U.S. 880; if coming from south, take 98th Ave.). Oakland
International Airport (& 510/563-3300 or 800/247-6255; www.
oaklandairport.com) primarily serves passengers with East Bay des-
tinations. Some San Franciscans prefer this less-crowded, accessible
airport during busy periods—especially because by car it takes
around half an hour to get there from downtown San Francisco
(traffic permitting). The airport is also accessible by BART, which is
not influenced by traffic because it travels on its own tracks (see
below for more information).

GETT ING  INTO  TOWN FROM OAKLAND 
INTERNAT IONAL  A IRPORT
Taxis from the Oakland Airport to downtown San Francisco are
expensive—approximately $50, plus tip.

Bayporter Express (& 877/467-1800 in the Bay Area, or 415/
467-1800 elsewhere; www.bayporter.com) is a shuttle service that
charges $26 for the first person and $12 for each additional person
for the ride from the Oakland Airport to downtown San Francisco.
Children under 12 pay $7. The fare for outer areas of San Francisco
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is higher. The service accepts advance reservations. To the right of
the Oakland Airport exit, there are usually shuttles that take you to
San Francisco for around $20 per person. The shuttles in this fleet
are independently owned and prices vary.

The cheapest way to reach downtown San Francisco is to take the
shuttle bus from the Oakland Airport to BART (Bay Area Rapid
Transit; & 510/464-6000; www.bart.gov). The AirBART shuttle
bus runs about every 15 minutes Monday through Saturday from
5am to 12:05am and Sunday from 8am to 12:05am. It makes pick-
ups in front of terminals 1 and 2 near the ground transportation
signs. Tickets must be purchased at the Oakland Airport’s vending
machines prior to boarding. The cost is $2 for the 10-minute ride
to BART’s Coliseum station in Oakland. BART fares vary, depend-
ing on your destination; the trip to downtown San Francisco costs
$3.15 and takes 15 minutes once you’re on board. The entire excur-
sion should take around 45 minutes.

BY CAR
San Francisco is easily accessible by major highways: Interstate 5,
from the north, and U.S. 101, which cuts south–north through the
peninsula from San Jose and across the Golden Gate Bridge to points
north. If you drive from Los Angeles, you can take the longer coastal
route (437 miles and 11 hr.) or the inland route (389 miles and 8
hr.). From Mendocino, it’s 156 miles and 4 hours; from Sacramento,
88 miles and 11⁄2 hours; from Yosemite, 210 miles and 4 hours.

If you are driving and aren’t already a member, it’s worth joining
the American Automobile Association (AAA; & 800/922-8228;
www.csaa.com). It charges $49 to $79 per year (with an additional
one-time joining fee) and provides roadside and other services to
motorists. Amoco Motor Club (& 800/334-3300; www.bpmotor
club.com) is another recommended choice.

For information about renting a car, see the “Car Rentals” section
(beginning on p. 26) of chapter 2, “Getting to Know San Francisco.”
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