


Grand Bahama Island
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130 CHAPTER 5 - GRAND BAHAMA (FREEPORT/LUCAYA)

youre not interested in Vegas-style cabaret revues, try one of the
alternatives. Because the island is so big, most of it remains relatively
unspoiled. You can get close to nature at plenty of quiet places,
including the Rand Nature Centre and the Garden of the Groves.
Lucayan National Park—with its underwater caves, forest trails, and
secluded beach—is another major attraction. Just kilometers from
Freeport/Lucaya are serene places where you can wander in a world
of casuarina, palmetto, and pine trees. During the day, you can
enjoy long stretches of open beach, broken by inlets and little fish-
ing villages.

The reviews of Grand Bahama Island are definitely mixed. Some
discerning travelers who could live anywhere have built homes here;
others vow never to set foot on the island again, finding it “tacky”
or “uninspired.” Judge for yourself.

1 Orientation

For a general discussion on traveling to The Bahamas, refer to chap-
ter 2.

ARRIVING

A number of airlines fly to Grand Bahama International Airport
from the continental United States, including American Airlines
(@ 800/433-7300; www.aa.com) and Bahamasair (@ 800/222-
4262; www.bahamasair.com), both with daily flights from Miami.
GulfStream Continental Connection (@ 800/231-0856; www.
gulfstreamair.com) flies to Freeport from Miami and West Palm
Beach once daily, and from Fort Lauderdale five times daily. US Air-
ways (@ 800/428-4322; www.usairways.com) flies once daily from
Charlotte, North Carolina.

Other competing airlines include AirTran (@ 800/247-8726),
flying daily nonstop from Atlanta as well as Baltimore Thursday to
Monday. Delta Connection (© 800/221-1212) flies daily from
Adanta.

Many visitors arrive in Nassau, then hop on one of the five daily
Bahamasair flights to Freeport. These 35-minute hops run $162
round-trip.

No buses run from the airport to the major hotel zones. But many
hotels will provide airport transfers, especially if youve bought a
package deal. If yours does not, no problem; taxis meet arriving
flights and will take you from the airport to one of the hotels in
Freeport or Lucaya for about $11 to $20. The ride shouldn’t take
more than about 10 minutes.
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A great way to get from the eastern coast of Florida to Freeport is
aboard a modern ferryboat, the sleek Cloud X, which will transport
you there in 3 hours. Launched in 2004, this 367-passenger ferry
embarks from the port of Palm Beach Wednesday to Monday, offer-
ing one daily departure and one daily return. The round-trip fare is
$99 for adults, $49 for children 6 to 12, and free for kids 5 and
under. A $34 port charge is levied on passengers of all ages. On
board are a trio of comfortable lounges, two bars, and a casino. For
more information, call @ 866/Go-Ferry (fax 561/841-0472; www.
cloudx.com). MasterCard and Visa are accepted. The main office
for booking is at 301 Broadway, Suite 142, Riviera Beach, FL,
33404, open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm.

Discovery Cruise Lines (@ 888/213-8253; www.discovery
cruiseline.com) offers daily passage between the Fort Lauderdale
Seaport and Grand Bahama Island. Frankly, the Discovery vessels
making this 89km (55-mile) jaunt haven’t been the newest or glitzi-
est cruise ships sailing in the past three or four decades, but they are
shipshape and fit the bill. The trip over from Florida takes about 5
hours, and they have the required pool deck and bar, along with a
casino, bar show lounge, and dining facilities. They do feed passen-
gers very well. A round-trip fare runs $157 per person, and you can
make reservations online.

VISITOR INFORMATION

Assistance and information are available at the Grand Bahama
Tourism Board, International Bazaar in Freeport (@ 242/352-6909;
www.grand-bahama.com). Two other information booths are located
at the Freeport International Airport (@ 242/352-2052) and at the
Port Lucaya Marketplace (@ 242/373-8988). There’s also a branch at
the cruise-ship docks. Hours are 9am to 5pm Monday to Saturday.

ISLAND LAYOUT

Getting around Freeport/Lucaya is fairly easy because of its flat ter-
rain. Although Freeport and Lucaya are frequently mentioned in the
same breath, newcomers should note that Freeport is a landlocked
collection of hotels and shops rising from the island’s center, while
Lucaya, about 4km (2} miles) away, is a waterfront section of
hotels, shops, and restaurants clustered next to a saltwater pond on
the island’s southern shoreline.

Freeport lies midway between the northern and southern shores
of Grand Bahama Island. Bisected by some of the island’s largest
roads, it contains the biggest hotels, as well as two of the most-visited
attractions in the country: the Crowne Plaza Golf Resort & Casino
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at the Royal Oasis and the International Bazaar shopping complex.
The local straw market, where you can buy inexpensive souvenirs,
lies just to the right of the entrance to the International Bazaar.

To reach Port Lucaya from Freeport, head east from the Inter-
national Bazaar along East Sunrise Highway, then turn south at the
intersection with Seahorse Road. Within about 4km (2/ miles), it
will lead to the heart of the Lucaya complex, Port Lucaya.

Set between the beach and a saltwater pond, Port Lucaya’s archi-
tectural centerpiece is Count Basie Square, named for the great
entertainer who used to have a home on the island. Within a short
walk east or west, along the narrow strip of sand between the sea and
the saltwater pond, rise most of the hotels of Lucaya Beach.

Heading west of Freeport and Lucaya, the West Sunrise Highway
passes industrial complexes such as The Bahamas Oil Refining
Company. At the junction with Queen’s Highway, you can take the
road northwest all the way to West End, a distance of some 45km
(28 miles) from the center of Freeport. Along the way you pass
Freeport Harbour, where cruise ships dock. Just to the east lies
Hawksbill Creek, a village known for its fish market.

Much less explored is the East End of Grand Bahama. It’s located
some 72km (45 miles) from the center of Freeport and is reached via
the Grand Bahama Highway, which, despite its name, is rather rough
in parts. Allow about 2 hours of driving time. First you pass the
Rand Nature Centre, about 5km (3 miles) east of Freeport. About
11km (7 miles) on is Lucaya National Park, and 8km (5 miles) far-
ther lies the hamlet of Free Town; east of Free Town is High Rock,
known for its Emmanuel Baptist Church. From here, the road
becomes considerably rougher until it ends in MacLean’s Town,
which celebrates Columbus Day with an annual conch-cracking con-
test. From here, it’s possible to take a water taxi across Runners Creek
to the exclusive Deep Water Cay club, catering to serious anglers.

In Freeport/Lucaya, but especially on the rest of Grand Bahama
Island, you will almost never find a street number on a hotel or a
store. Sometimes in the more remote places, you won't even find a
street name. In lieu of numbers, locate places by prominent land-
marks or hotels.

2 Getting Around
BY TAXI

The government sets the taxi rates, and the cabs are metered (or
should be). Metered rates are $3 for the first quarter mile (/4 km)
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and 40 cents each additional mile (1.6km). Additional passengers
over the age of 2 are $3 each. If there’s no meter, agree on the price
with the driver in advance. You can call for a taxi, although most
taxis wait at the major hotels or the cruise-ship dock to pick up pas-
sengers. One major taxi company is Freeport Taxi Company, Log-
wood Road (@ 242/352-6666), open 24 hours. Another is Grand
Bahama Taxi Union at the Freeport International Airport, Old
Airport Road (@ 242/352-7101), also open 24 hours. Note: Typi-
cal taxi rates are as follows: From the Harbour to: Royal Oasis Golf
Resort & Casino, $16; Xanadu Beach Hotel, $17; Port Lucaya Mar-
ketplace, $24; Taino Beach Resort/The Ritz, $24; Viva Fortuna
Beach, $29. From the airport to: Lucaya, $19; Viva Fortuna, $15;
Royal Oasis, $11; Xanadu/Woodbourne/Running Mon Marina, $14.

BY BUS

Public bus service runs from the International Bazaar to downtown
Freeport and from the Pub on the Mall to the Lucaya area. The typ-
ical fare is $1 for adults, 50¢ for children. Check with the tourist
office (see “Visitor Information,” above) for bus schedules. There is
no number to call for information.

BY CAR

If you plan to confine your exploration to the center of Freeport
with its International Bazaar and Lucaya with its beaches, you can
rely on public transportation. However, if youd like to branch out
and explore the rest of the island (perhaps finding a more secluded
beach), a rental car is the way to go. Try Avis (© 800/331-2112 or
242/352-7666; www.avis.com) or Hertz (@ 800/654-3001 or
242/352-9250; www.hertz.com). Both of these companies maintain
offices in small bungalows outside the exit of the Freeport Interna-
tional Airport.

One of the best local companies is Dollar Rent-a-Car, Old Air-
port Road (@ 242/352-9325; www.dollar.com), which rents every-
thing from a new-style Kia Sportage to a Toyota Corolla. Rates
range from $49 per day manual or $55 automatic, with unlimited
mileage, plus another $15 per day for a CDW (Collision Damage
Waiver; $500 deductible). Gas is usually $3 per gallon, and remem-
ber to drive on the left as British rules apply.

BY SCOOTER

A scooter is a fun way to get around as most of Grand Bahamas is
flac with well-paved roads. Scooters can be rented at most hotels, or,
for cruise-ship passengers, in the Freeport Harbour area. Helmets
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are required and provided by the outfitter. You can find dozens of
stands along the road in Freeport and Lucaya and also in the major
parking lots, charging rates ranging from $40 to $55 a day.

ON FOOT

You can explore the center of Freeport or Lucaya on foot, but if you
want to venture into the East End or West End, you'll need to rent a
car, hire a taxi, or try Grand Bahamas erratic public transportation.

FAST FACTS: Grand Bahama

Banks In Freeport/Lucaya, banks are open from 9:30am to
3pm, Monday to Thursday, and 9:30am to 5pm on Friday. Most
banks here have ATMs that accept VISA, MasterCard, Ameri-
can Express, and any other bank or credit card on the Cirrus,
Honor, Novus, and PLUS networks.

Climate See “"When to Go," in chapter 2.

Currency Exchange Americans need not bother to exchange
their dollars into Bahamian dollars, because the currencies are
on par. However, Canadians and Brits will need to convert their
money, which can be done at local banks or sometimes at a
hotel, though hotels tend to offer less favorable rates.
Doctors For the fastest and best service, just head to Rand
Memorial Hospital (see “Hospitals,” below).

Drugstores For prescriptions and other pharmaceutical needs,
go to Mini Mall, 1 West Mall, Explorer’s Way, where you'll find
L.M.R. Drugs (@ 242/352-7327), next door to Burger King.
Hours are Monday to Saturday 8am to 8pm and Sunday 8am
to 3pm.

Embassies & Consulates See "Fast Facts: The Bahamas,” in
chapter 2.

Emergencies For all emergencies, call @ 911, or dial 0 for the
operator.

Eyeglass Repair The biggest specialist in eyeglasses and con-
tact lenses is the Optique Shoppe, 7 Regent Centre, down-
town Freeport (@ 242/352-9073).

Hospitals If you have a medical emergency, contact the gov-
ernment-operated, 90-bed Rand Memorial Hospital, East
Atlantic Drive (@) 242/352-6735 or 242/352-2689 for ambulance
emergency).
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Internet Access Visit the Cyberclub at Seventeen Center
(@ 242/351-4560; cyberclub@grandbahama.net), open Mon-
day to Saturday 9am to 8pm.

Information See "Visitor Information,” earlier in this chapter.

Laundry & Dry Cleaning Try Jiffy Cleaners and Laundry, West
Mall at Pioneer’s Way (@) 242/352-7079), open Monday to Sat-
urday 8am to 6pm.

Newspapers & Magazines The Freeport News is a morning
newspaper published Monday through Saturday except holi-
days. The two dailies published in Nassau, the Tribune and the
Nassau Guardian, are also available here, as are some New
York and Miami papers, especially the Miami Herald, usually
on the date of publication. American news magazines, such as
Time and Newsweek, are flown in on the day of publication.

Police In an emergency, dial @ 911.

Post Office The main post office is on Explorer's Way in
Freeport (@) 242/352-9371).

Safety Avoid walking or jogging along lonely roads. There
are no particular danger zones, but stay alert: Grand Bahama
is no stranger to drugs and crime.

Taxes All visitors leaving Grand Bahama Island must pay an
$18 departure tax—in cash. (Both U.S. and Bahamian dollars
are accepted.) No sales tax is charged, but you will have to pay
a 6% hotel tax.

Taxis See "Getting Around,” earlier in this chapter.

Weather Grand Bahama, in the north of The Bahamas, has
temperatures in winter that vary from about 60°F to 75°F
(16°C-24°C) daily. Summer variations range from 78°F to the
high 80s (26°C to the low 30s Celsius). In Freeport/Lucaya,
phone @) 915 for weather information.

3 Where to Stay

Your choices are in the Freeport area, near the Bahamia Casino and
the International Bazaar, or in Lucaya, closer to the beach.

Remember: In most cases, a resort levy of 6% and a 15% service
charge will be added to your final bill. Be prepared, and ask if it’s
already included in the initial price you're quoted.
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Best Western Castaways 4
Coral Beach 7

Crowne Plaza Golf Resort &
Casino at the Royal Oasis 3

Flamingo Bay Yacht Club &
Marina Hotel 13

Island Palm Resort 5
Island Seas Resort 6
Lakeview Manor Club 2

Old Bahama Bay 1

Paradise Cove 1

Pelican Bay at Lucaya 9

Port Lucaya Resort & Yacht Club 8

Ritz Beach Resort 11

Royal Islander 4

Taino Beach Vacation Club 12

The Westin & Sheraton at Our Lucaya 10
Wyndham Viva Fortuna 14
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