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advantages of trick training
for bird, 5
day-to-day habits, 6
getting out with parrot, 8, 9
new experiences for you, 6–8
socialization, 6
for you, 4–5

African Grey, 50, 84, 99, 126
attention, from learning tricks, 5
aviculturist, defined, 196

baby carriage, pushing a, 100–101
baby parrots, training, 10–12
ball tricks

baseball, 155–156
basketball, 71–73
bowling, 102–104
pushing a, 101–102
soccer, 104–105, 158–159

bank, coins in, 82–84
banner, carrying a, 108–109
barbell

lifting a, 93–94
making, 178

Bartley, Bob, 12
baseball, playing, 155–156
basketball

basic trick, 71–73
making hoop for, 176–177

beak
kiss, 56–58
putting foot to, 146
touching with, 34

behavior, defined, 196
bell ringing

hanging bell, 90–91
service bell, 138–139

bicycle, riding a, 141–142
big eagle, 60–61
bird performances, 190–195
birds as pets, 6–8
bird shows, 190–195
Black-headed Caique, 94, 97, 111
Blanchard, Sally, 51
Blue and Gold Macaw, 61
Blue-crowned Conure, 106, 107
Blue-headed Pionus, 49
bobbing, 146–147
body language, understanding, 13
bow, take a, 59
bowling

basic, 102–104
as chained trick, 156

bridge
clicker as, 25, 27
defined, 196
praise as, 49

bring it to me command, 64
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bucket, hauling up, 133–136
Budgies, 7

cage, get in/go to your, 37–38
capturing a behavior, 25
Cardoza, Julie, 42
card tricks

cherchez la femme, 67–68
find the card, 68–69
is this your card?, 69
pick a card, 69

carpet, rolling out a, 106
carrier, getting into, 44
carrying tricks

a banner, 108–109
a rod, 108–110
walking a tightrope carrying a rod, 110

cats, parrot pets versus, 6–7
chained tricks

bowling, 156
climbing a cuckoo clock, 161
fireman act, 156–157
getting shot, 158
going to the mailbox, 161–162
gymnastics routine on uneven bars, 163
making a parrot cocktail, 162
playing baseball, 155–156
playing music and dancing, 161
playing soccer, 158–159
putting a lei on a doll, 155
recycling, 155
setting a table, 160
shopping for groceries, 160
taking out the trash, 159
with opening the mailbox, 115–116

chaining
defined, 196
long chain example, 149–154
shorter chains, 154
value of, 149

changing a marquee, 110–111
“chariot” race, 98
cherchez la femme, 67–68
chicks, training, 10–12

clicker training
defined, 196
discussed, 25–29

climbing tricks
a cuckoo clock, 161
a ladder, 130–131
a rings, 133
a rope or a pole, 131

clipping wings, defined, 196
Cockatiels, 7, 46, 148
Cockatoos, 148
cocktail, parrot, 162
coins in a bank

basic, 82–83
distinguishing coin sizes, 83–84
making piggy bank for, 177–178
in safe deposit box, 84

color, ring on the peg by, 76–78
color discrimination, 196
come command

dual meaning for, 33
in early training, 33
for flighted birds, 20
teaching, 35–36
in teaching step up, 33, 34

command
defined, 196
use of term, 30

conditioned behaviors, 29
conditioning, operant, 29, 197
construct

defined, 196
use of, 144

crank, turning a, 121–122
cuckoo clock, climbing a, 161
cue

defined, 196
physical, 30, 31
verbal, 30, 31
visual, 50, 199

cups, stacking, 81–82

dancing
basic trick, 146–147
playing music and, 161
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dead, playing, 123–126
displaying a sign, 111–112
“do better” expression, 18
dogs, parrot pets versus, 6–7
doll, lei on a, 80–81, 155
Double Yellow-headed Amazon, 50, 166
down command, 35
Ducorps Cockatoo, 47
dumbbell

making, 178
retrieving, over a hurdle, 92–93
retrieving a, 91–92

eagle, big, 60–61
ending training sessions, 18
enforcing commands, 36
expectations

controlling, 8, 9
for verbalizations and talking, 171

extinction
in operant conditioning, 29
partial, 24, 29–30

feeding, in cage, 37
find the card, 68–69
finger

ring on your, 79–80
somersault around, 128

fireman act, 156–157
first training lessons

general instructions for, 48–49
review of, 56
shake hands trick, 54–56
tricks for, 18
turn around trick, 50–52
wave trick, 52, 53

flag, raising a, 107, 108
flap wings, 61–62
fledge/fledging, 11, 197
flighted birds, 20

defined, 197
hoop tricks for, 137, 138

floor stand, making, 174
flying, 11

food
regular feedings, 37
as reward, 15
as training tool, 16

food deprivation, 16, 197
foot preferences, 52, 116
foot to beak, putting, 146
fun in training sessions, 17

generalizing, 31, 197
get in your cage command, 37–38
getting shot, 158
going to the mailbox, 161–162
go to your cage command, 37–38
Green-cheeked Conure, 72, 73, 96
Grindol, Diane, 44, 45, 169
groceries, shopping for, 160
grocery cart, pushing a, 98–100
gymnastics routine on uneven bars, 163

hand, headstand on, 129–130
hand feeding, 33
handling bird, 24
hands, shake, 54–56
hanging bell, ringing a, 90–91
hat on a rack, putting a, 112–113
hat rack, making, 179
hauling up a bucket, 133–136
Hawk-headed Parrot, 76, 125
head

nodding, 58, 147
scratching, 145
shaking no, 58–59, 147–148

headstand tricks
on hand, 129–130
on table, 129

hearing, sense of, 7
height dominance, 49, 197
high five, 56
hoop

basketball, making, 176–177
jumping through a, 136–138

hopping
with a barbell, 94
basic trick, 143–144
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hurdle, retrieving a dumbbell over, 92–93
hurry up command, 38, 39
husbandry skills (obedience skills)

come command, 35
defined, 32, 197
get in your cage command, 37–38
getting into a carrier, 44
nail trimming, 40–42
perch command, 35, 36
potty training, 38–40
stay command, 36–37
step down command, 35–36
step up command, 33–35
toweling, 44–45
transporting bird, 45–47
value of, 6
wing trimming, 43

Indian Ringnecked Parakeets, 7, 124
innovative behaviors

capturing, 25
defined, 197
developing tricks from, 53, 143

innovative tricks
dancing, bobbing, and weaving,

146–147
defined, 143
hopping, 143–144
nodding head yes, 147
placing object under wing, 145–146
putting foot to beak, 146
raising the ruff or neck feathers, 148
scratching head, 145
shaking head no, 147–148
stretching, 147

instinctive responses, 19
intelligence of bird, 5, 18, 168
Internet stores/auctions, for props, 172
is this your card?, 69

jackpot, 197
jumping through a hoop, 136–138

kiss, 56–58, 81
Kramien, Stan, 28, 67–69

ladder
climbing a, 130–131
defined, 197

lei on a doll
basic trick, 80–81
in chained trick, 155

length of training sessions, 17
letter in a mailbox, 85
lifting a barbell, 93–94
Lilac-crowned Amazon, 53, 165
Lopez, Mario, 55
Lovebirds, 7
luring, 24, 197
lying on back tricks

options for, 126
parrot cocktail, 162
playing dead, 123–126

Macaw, 147
mailbox

going to the, 161–162
letter in a, 85
opening a, 113–116

making a parrot cocktail, 162
making friends with parrot, 7
marquee, changing a, 110–111
meaning, verbalization/talking with, 164,

167
Military Macaw, 134
Model/Rival Method, 168–170
molding, 24, 197
molt, 197
motivation for vocalization, 165
moving objects, 66–67
Murphy, Kevin, 12
music, playing and dancing to, 161

nail trimming, 40–42
neck feathers, raising, 148
no, shaking head, 58–59, 147–148
nodding head yes, 58, 147

obedience skills. See husbandry skills
objects

moving, 66–67
placing under wing, 145–146
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offensive words, 168
okay command, 36, 37
older birds, 13–14
Onorati, James, 45
opening a mailbox, 113–116
operant conditioning, 29, 197

parrot cocktail, making, 162
partial extinction, 24, 29–30
pearl Cockatiel, 35
peg, ring on the

basic trick, 75–75
by color, 76–78
by size, 78–79

Pepperberg, Irene, 18, 168
perch

table, 175, 198
training, 174

perch command, 35, 36
performing

defined, 197
places to watch, 190–195

pets, parrots as, 6–8
Pet Star contest, 55, 109
physical assistance, 24
physical cues, 30, 31
physical punishment, 1
pick a card, 69
piggy bank, making, 177–178
placing object under wing, 145–146
playing baseball, 155–156
playing dead, 123–126
playing music and dancing, 161
playing soccer, 158–159
play sessions, 18
pole

climbing a, 131
sliding down a, 132

positive reinforcement, defined, 197
positive reinforcement method, 15
positive reward method

clicker training versus, 26–27
defined, 198
for verbalizations and talking,

170–171

potty training, 38–40
praise and reward (P&R), 23–24, 198. See

also rewards
praise words, 49
preparations for training

fledging, 11
for older birds, 13–14
socialization, 10–11
Tameness Scale, 12–13
training area, 14–15

presentation, defined, 198
“pretty bird,” 31
prey, parrots as, 7
propless tricks

big eagle, 60–61
first training lessons for, 48–49
flap wings, 61–62
high five, 56
kiss, 56–58
nod head yes, 58
shake hands, 54–56
shake head no, 58–59
take a bow, 59
turn around, 50–52
wave, 52, 53

props
assistance in building/altering, 173
barbell, 178
basketball hoop, 176–177
cost of, 172
defined, 198
dumbbell, 178
floor stand, 174
hat rack, 179
introducing bird to, 70–71
making, 174
as physical cues, 30
piggy bank, 177–178
for puzzle board trick, 176
for ring on the peg trick, 175
for shell game trick, 177
skates, 139–140
soccer field, 178–179
sources for, 172
table perch, 175
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training perch, 174
T-stand, 174
using, 173
wagon, 96–97

pulling tricks
a pull toy, 95–96
a wagon, 96–98
combined with pushing, 98

punishment, 1, 4
pushing tricks

a baby carriage, 100–101
a ball, 101–102
combined with pulling, 98
a grocery cart, 98–100
riding a scooter, 116–118
rolling out a carpet, 106

putting a hat on a rack, 112–113
putting a lei on a doll, 155
putting foot to beak, 146
puzzle board

basic trick, 86–88
making props for, 176

Quaker Parakeets, 7

rack, putting a hat on a, 112–113
raising a flag, 107, 108
raising the ruff or neck feathers, 148
ramp, skateboard, 119–120
recall, defined, 198
recycling

basic trick, 74–75
as chained trick, 155

Red-fronted Macaw, 42
release commands, 36, 37
retrieve command

advanced tricks based on, 66, 95
as basis for tricks, 63
“bring it to me” cue for, 64–65
defined, 198
first lessons for, 63
generalizing from, 31
and moving object around, 66–67
simple tricks based on, 70–71

retrieving a dumbbell
basic trick, 91–92
over a hurdle, 92–93

rewards. See also positive reward method
defined, 198
food, 15, 16
necessity for, 50
and partial extinction, 29–30
in shaping behaviors, 23–24
as training method, 15
use of term, 29
when cue is not given, 31

riding tricks
a bicycle, 141–142
a scooter, 116–118
a skateboard, 118–120

ringing a bell tricks
hanging bell, 90–91
service bell, 138–139

ring on the peg
basic, 75–75
by color, 76–78
making prop for, 75, 175–176
by size, 78–79

ring on your finger, 79–80
rings, climbing, 133
rod

carrying a, 108–110
walking a tightrope carrying, 110

rolling out a carpet, 106
rolling over, 126
rope, climbing a, 131
Roudybush, Tom, 169
ruff, raising, 148

safe deposit box, putting coins into a, 84
Scarlet Macaw, 12
schedule for training, 17
scooter, riding a, 116–118
scratching head, 145
scritch, 198
service bell, ringing a, 138–139
setting a table, 160
shake hands, 54–56
shaking head no, 58–59, 147–148
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shapes, learning, 86–88
shaping, 23–24, 28, 198
shell game

basic trick, 88–90
making props for, 177

shopping for groceries, 160
shot, getting, 158
show, defined, 198
showing off your parrot, 9
sight, sense of, 7
sign, displaying a, 111–112
similar tricks, order of teaching, 123
size

distinguishing coins by, 83–84
ring on the peg by, 78–79

skateboard, riding a, 118–120
skating, 139–141
sliding down a pole, 132
smell, sense of, 7
soccer

basic trick, 104–105
as chained trick, 158–159

soccer field, making, 178–179
social interaction in learning, 169
socialization

as advantage of trick training, 6
in preparation for training, 10–11
while hand feeding, 33

socialized, defined, 198
Solomon Island Eclectus, 33
somersault, 127–128
stacking cups, 81–82
startle reflex, 19
stay command, 36–37
step down command, 35–36
step up command, 33–35
stretching, 147

table
headstand on, 129
setting a, 160

table perch
defined, 175, 198
making, 175

take a bow, 59

taking out the trash, 159
talking. See verbalizations and talking
talking back, 167–168
talking devices, 167–168
Tameness Scale, 10, 12–13
targeting, 22–23, 199
target sticks, 22
taste, sense of, 7
tightrope walking, carrying a rod, 110
touch command, 23
toweling, 44–45, 199
toy, pulling a, 95–96
toys, 14
trainer(s)

defined, 199
number of, 18–19

training area, 14–15, 199
training perch, 174
training rods (for skates), 140–141
training session, 16–18, 199
training table, 199
Training Your Parrot (Kevin Murphy), 12
transporting bird, 45–47
trash, taking out the, 159
treat, defined, 199
treat getter, defined, 199
trick, defined, 199
trick training

advantages of, 4–9
defined, 199
DVD series for, 163
individual differences in, 22
order of teaching similar tricks, 123

trimming wings, 19, 20, 43, 196, 199
trust, 14, 34
T-stand

defined, 198
in first training lessons, 48–49
making, 174
pre-training use of, 20–21

turn around, 50–52
with a barbell, 94
luring in teaching of, 24
with pushing a grocery cart, 99
with skates, 141

turning a crank, 121–122
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undesirable words, 168
uneven bars, gymnastics routine on, 163
up command, 35

value of training, 2
verbal command, 199
verbal cues, 26, 30, 31, 50
verbalizations and talking

with meaning, 164, 167
Model/Rival Method for, 168–170
motivation for, 165
parrots’ ability for, 164
positive reward method for, 170–171
stages of learning, 164
talking back, 167–168
training parrot to talk, 165–167
undesirable words, 168

Vincent, John, 41, 166
vision of birds, 7
visual cue, 50, 199
vocalization. See verbalizations and talking
voice control, 83

wagon, pulling a, 96–98
walking a tightrope carrying a rod, 110
wastepaper into a wastepaper basket, 73–74
wave

basic trick, 52, 53
positive reward method in teaching,

27
weaned, defined, 199
weaving, 146–147
White-eyed Conure, 11
Wild Bird Conservation Act of 1992, 33
wings

clipping, 196
flapping, 61–62
placing object under, 145–146
trimming, 19, 20, 43, 196, 199

yes, nodding head, 58, 147

Zebra Finches, 7
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