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10 my parents, who, while I was growing up in Kansas, always encouraged me to

look farther than my own backyard.
—Beth Reiber

10 Amanda, who helped me see a whole new Japan through a childs eye.

—Janie Spencer
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An Invitation to the Reader

In researching this book, we discovered many wonderful places—hotels, restaurants, shops, and
more. We're sure you'll find others. Please tell us about them, so we can share the information
with your fellow travelers in upcoming editions. If you were disappointed with a recommenda-
tion, wed love to know that, too. Please write to:

Frommer’s Japan, 8th Edition
Wiley Publishing, Inc. ® 111 River St. ® Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774

An Additional Note

Please be advised that travel information is subject to change at any time—and this is especially
true of prices. We therefore suggest that you write or call ahead for confirmation when making
your travel plans. The authors, editors, and publisher cannot be held responsible for the experi-
ences of readers while traveling. Your safety is important to us, however, so we encourage you to
stay alert and be aware of your surroundings. Keep a close eye on cameras, purses, and wallets,
all favorite targets of thieves and pickpockets.

About the Authors

Long before she could read, Beth Reiber spent hours pouring over her grandparents™ latest
National Geographic magazines. After living several years in Germany as a freelance travel writer
writing for major U.S. newspapers and in Tokyo as editor of Far East Traveler, she authored sev-
eral Frommer’s guides, including Frommers Tokyo and Frommers Hong Kong. She also con-
tributes to several Frommer’s guides, including Frommer’s Europe by Rail, Frommers China, and
Frommer’s USA. When not on the road, she resides in Lawrence, Kansas, with her two sons, a
dog, and a cat.

Janie Spencer spent 7 years in Japan working for Kyodo News Service and Tokyo Journal, as well
as freelancing for many Asian-based magazines including Discovery and Far East Traveler. She
now lives near Paris with her husband and daughter.

Other Great Guides for Your Trip:

Frommer’s Tokyo
Frommer’s China
Frommer’s Hong Kong
Frommer'’s Beijing
Frommer’s Shanghai
Frommer’s China: The 50 Most Memorable Trips
Frommer’s Southeast Asia




Frommer's Star Ratings, Icons & Abbreviations
Every hotel, restaurant, and attraction listing in this guide has been ranked for quality, value,
service, amenities, and special features using a star-rating system. In country, state, and regional
guides, we also rate towns and regions to help you narrow down your choices and budget your
time accordingly. Hotels and restaurants are rated on a scale of zero (recommended) to three
stars (exceptional). Attractions, shopping, nightlife, towns, and regions are rated according to
the following scale: zero stars (recommended), one star (highly recommended), two stars (very
highly recommended), and three stars (must-see).

In addition to the star-rating system, we also use seven feature icons that point you to the
great deals, in-the-know advice, and unique experiences that separate travelers from tourists.

Throughout the book, look for:

/Fl?‘)ds Special finds—those places only insiders know about

ﬁ;n Fact Fun facts—details that make travelers more informed and their trips more fun
mds Best bets for kids and advice for the whole family

ﬁ/l:wments Special moments—those experiences that memories are made of

ﬂ)?/efrated Places or experiences not worth your time or money

ﬁ'i;s Insider tips—great ways to save time and money
Value Great values—where to get the best deals

The following abbreviations are used for credit cards:

AE  American Express DISC  Discover V' Visa
DC Diners Club MC MasterCard
Frommers.com

Now that you have the guidebook to a great trip, visit our website at www.frommers.com for
travel information on more than 3,000 destinations. With features updated regularly, we give
you instant access to the most current trip-planning information available. At Frommers.com,
you'll also find the best prices on airfares, accommodations, and car rentals—and you can even
book travel online through our travel booking partners. At Frommers.com, you'll also find the
following:

* Online updates to our most popular guidebooks

* Vacation sweepstakes and contest giveaways

* Newsletter highlighting the hottest travel trends

* Online travel message boards with featured travel discussions



