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The Mists of Time
Where did dogs come from?
Where did all those breeds come from?

It has been 20,000 years since man and dog formed their
partnership. That we have altered the dog genetically is well
understood; it is hardly known how they changed us. Since
dogs could smell and hear better than men, we could con-
centrate on sight. Since courage is commonplace in dogs,
men’s adrenal glands could shrink. Dogs, by making us more
efficient predators, gave us time to think. In short, dogs civi-
lized us.

Donald McCaig in Eminent Dogs, Dangerous Men

The Kato Indians of California have a creation tale like many others . . . up to
a point:

The god Nagaicho erected pillars at the four corners of the sky to hold it
aloft and expose the earth. With the land exposed, Nagaicho started walking
about this new world. He created things as he went, dragging his feet to make the
river valleys, bringing forth creatures to fill the spaces. As he walked about, he
was accompanied by the dog. Nagaicho didn’t create the dog. God had a dog.

THE ANCIENT TIMELINE

Donald McCaig may well be right that dogs civilized us as much 
as we civilized them, but science indicates the process began much
earlier. It’s unlikely that we’ll ever know precisely when and how the
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