
Acknowledgments xiii

Introduction by Dennis Lim 1
A History of Film Criticism at the Village Voice by J. Hoberman 3

L’Age d’Or (Luis Buñuel, 1930) 7
reviews by J. Hoberman and Michael Atkinson

The Age of Innocence (Martin Scorsese, 1993) 9
reviews by Georgia Brown and Amy Taubin

Ali: Fear Eats the Soul (Rainer Werner Fassbinder, 1974) 12
review by Jan-Christopher Horak

Andrei Rublev (Andrei Tarkovsky, 1969) 15
review by J. Hoberman

Aparajito (1957). See The Apu Trilogy

The Apu Trilogy (Satyajit Ray): Pather Panchali (1955), 
Aparajito (1957), The World of Apu (1959) 18
review by Jonas Mekas

L’Argent (Robert Bresson, 1983) 20
review by Andrew Sarris

L’Atalante (Jean Vigo, 1934) 22
review by Georgia Brown

Au Hasard Balthazar (Robert Bresson, 1966) 24
reviews by Andrew Sarris, Jonas Mekas, and J. Hoberman

L’Avventura (Michelangelo Antonioni, 1960) 29
review by Andrew Sarris

Bad Lieutenant (Abel Ferrara, 1992) 31
review by J. Hoberman

v

C O N T E N T S

ftoc.qxp  9/25/06  1:42 PM  Page v

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



Barry Lyndon (Stanley Kubrick, 1975) 32
review by J. Hoberman

The Battle of Algiers (Gillo Pontecorvo, 1965) 36
reviews by Margot Hentoff, Andrew Sarris, and Michael Atkinson

Beau Travail (Claire Denis, 1999) 39
review by J. Hoberman

Before Sunset (Richard Linklater, 2004) 41
review by J. Hoberman

Belle de Jour (Luis Buñuel, 1967) 43
review by Andrew Sarris

The Bicycle Thief (Vittorio De Sica, 1948) 45
review by J. Hoberman

The Birds (Alfred Hitchcock, 1963) 48
reviews by Andrew Sarris and Michael Atkinson

Blow-Up (Michelangelo Antonioni, 1966) 51
review by Andrew Sarris

Blue Velvet (David Lynch, 1986) 53
reviews by J. Hoberman and Guy Maddin

Breathless (Jean-Luc Godard, 1960) 57
review by Oliver Stone

Café Lumière (Hou Hsiao-hsien, 2003) 59
review by J. Hoberman

Ceddo (Ousmane Sembene, 1977) 60
review by Tom Allen

Céline and Julie Go Boating (Jacques Rivette, 1974) 62
review by J. Hoberman

The Chelsea Girls (Andy Warhol, 1966) 64
reviews by Jonas Mekas and Andrew Sarris

Chinatown (Roman Polanski, 1974) 68
reviews by Andrew Sarris and Jessica Winter

Chungking Express (Wong Kar-wai, 1994) 70
review by Georgia Brown

Citizen Kane (Orson Welles, 1941) 71
review by Andrew Sarris

Close-Up (Abbas Kiarostami, 1990) 73
review by Michael Atkinson

The Color of Pomegranates (Sergei Paradjanov, 1968) 74
review by J. Hoberman

The Conformist (Bernardo Bertolucci, 1970) 75
review by Michael Atkinson

vi Contents

ftoc.qxp  9/25/06  1:42 PM  Page vi



Contempt (Jean-Luc Godard, 1963) 77
reviews by Andrew Sarris and J. Hoberman

Cutter and Bone/Cutter’s Way (Ivan Passer, 1981) 81
review by J. Hoberman

Days of Being Wild (Wong Kar-wai, 1990) 82
review by J. Hoberman

Dead Man (Jim Jarmusch, 1995) 85
review by J. Hoberman

Dead Ringers (David Cronenberg, 1988) 87
reviews by Amy Taubin and Michael Atkinson

The Decalogue (Krzysztof Kieslowski, 1989) 90
review by Georgia Brown

The Devil, Probably (Robert Bresson, 1977) 93
review by J. Hoberman

Distant Voices, Still Lives (Terence Davies, 1988) 95
review by Georgia Brown

Do the Right Thing (Spike Lee, 1989) 98
review by J. Hoberman

Dogville (Lars von Trier, 2003) 101
review by J. Hoberman

Donnie Darko (Richard Kelly, 2001) 103
review by J. Hoberman

Earth (Aleksandr Dovzhenko, 1930) 105
review by J. Hoberman

Eraserhead (David Lynch, 1977) 107
review by J. Hoberman

The Evil Dead (Sam Raimi, 1981) 108
review by Elliott Stein

F for Fake (Orson Welles, 1974) 109
reviews by Jessica Winter and Michael Atkinson

Faces (John Cassavetes, 1968) 110
reviews by Jonas Mekas and Andrew Sarris 

Fight Club (David Fincher, 1999) 112
review by J. Hoberman

Flaming Creatures (Jack Smith, 1963) 114
review by J. Hoberman

The Flower Thief (Ron Rice, 1960) 117
review by Jonas Mekas

Flowing (Mikio Naruse, 1956); Late Chrysanthemums (Mikio Naruse, 1954) 118
review by J. Hoberman

Contents vii

ftoc.qxp  9/25/06  1:42 PM  Page vii



Gertrud (Carl Theodor Dreyer, 1964) 121
review by Andrew Sarris

Glen or Glenda? (Edward D. Wood, 1953) 122
review by J. Hoberman

Gun Crazy (Joseph H. Lewis, 1949) 124
review by J. Hoberman

Halloween (John Carpenter, 1978) 126
review by Tom Allen

The Heart of the World (Guy Maddin, 2000) 127
review by J. Hoberman

A History of Violence (David Cronenberg, 2005) 129
review by J. Hoberman

Horse Thief (Tian Zhuangzhuang, 1986) 130
review by J. Hoberman

The House Is Black (Forugh Farrokhzad, 1963) 132
review by Michael Atkinson

I ♥ Huckabees (David O. Russell, 2004) 133
review by Dennis Lim

I Was Born, But . . . (Yasujiro Ozu, 1932) 134
review by Jonas Mekas

I’m Going Home (Manoel de Oliveira, 2001) 135
review by J. Hoberman

In a Year of 13 Moons (Rainer Werner Fassbinder, 1978) 136
review by Andrew Sarris

In the Mood for Love (Wong Kar-wai, 2000) 138
review by J. Hoberman

Irma Vep (Oliver Assayas, 1996) 140
review by J. Hoberman

Jeanne Dielman, 23 Quai du Commerce, 1080 Bruxelles 
(Chantal Akerman, 1976) 143
reviews by J. Hoberman and Andrew Sarris

JLG/JLG (Jean-Luc Godard, 1995) 147
review by Georgia Brown

Johnny Guitar (Nicholas Ray, 1954) 149
review by J. Hoberman

The King of Comedy (Martin Scorsese, 1983) 150
reviews by Andrew Sarris and J. Hoberman

Kiss Me Deadly (Robert Aldrich, 1955) 153
review by J. Hoberman

Landscape in the Mist (Theo Angelopoulos, 1988) 156
reviews by Georgia Brown and Michael Atkinson

viii Contents

ftoc.qxp  9/25/06  1:42 PM  Page viii



Late Chrysanthemums (Mikio Naruse, 1954) See Flowing 157

Love Streams (John Cassavetes, 1984) 158
review by Dennis Lim 

The Lovers on the Bridge (Leos Carax, 1991) 158
review by J. Hoberman

M (Fritz Lang, 1931) 160
review by J. Hoberman

The Magnificent Ambersons (Orson Welles, 1942) 161
review by J. Hoberman

The Man with a Movie Camera (Dziga Vertov, 1929) 163
review by J. Hoberman

Man’s Favorite Sport? (Howard Hawks, 1964) 165
review by Molly Haskell

Marketa Lazarová (Frantisek Vlácil, 1967) 167
review by Michael Atkinson

McCabe & Mrs. Miller (Robert Altman, 1971) 168
review by Andrew Sarris

The Merchant of Four Seasons (Rainer Werner Fassbinder, 1972) 169
review by Andrew Sarris

Meshes of the Afternoon (Maya Deren and Alexander Hammid, 1943) 171
review by J. Hoberman

The Mother and the Whore (Jean Eustache, 1973) 172
review by Molly Haskell

Mulholland Drive (David Lynch, 2001) 174
review by J. Hoberman

Naked (Mike Leigh, 1993) 177
review by Georgia Brown

Night and Fog in Japan (Nagisa Oshima, 1960) 179
review by J. Hoberman

Night of the Living Dead (George A. Romero, 1968) 182
reviews by Richard McGuinness and J. Hoberman

Los Olvidados (Luis Buñuel, 1950) 185
review by J. Hoberman

Once Upon a Time in the West (Sergio Leone, 1968) 186
review by Andrew Sarris

Out of the Past (Jacques Tourneur, 1947) 188
review by Kent Jones

Pather Panchali (Satyajit Ray, 1955). See The Apu Trilogy

Peking Opera Blues (Tsui Hark, 1986) 189
review by J. Hoberman

Contents ix

ftoc.qxp  9/25/06  1:42 PM  Page ix



Persona (Ingmar Bergman, 1966) 190
review by Andrew Sarris

Pickpocket (Robert Bresson, 1959) 192
reviews by Andrew Sarris and J. Hoberman

Pierrot le Fou (Jean-Luc Godard, 1965) 194
review by Andrew Sarris

Pink Flamingos (John Waters, 1972) 197
review by Jack Smith

Platform (Jia Zhangke, 2000) 199
review by J. Hoberman

Playtime (Jacques Tati, 1967) 201
review by T. A. Gallagher

The Portrait of a Lady (Jane Campion, 1996) 203
review by Amy Taubin

The Power of Kangwon Province (Hong Sang-soo, 1998) 205
review by Chuck Stephens

Primer (Shane Carruth, 2004) 206
review by Dennis Lim

Psycho (Alfred Hitchcock, 1960) 209
review by Andrew Sarri

Pulp Fiction (Quentin Tarantino, 1994) 210
review by J. Hoberman

Punishment Park (Peter Watkins, 1971) 212
reviews by Jonathan Rosenbaum and Michael Atkinson

The Puppetmaster (Hou Hsiao-hsien, 1993) 213
review by J. Hoberman

Real Life (Albert Brooks, 1979) 215
review by J. Hoberman

Rear Window (Alfred Hitchcock, 1954) 215
review by Andrew Sarris

Reds (Warren Beatty, 1981) 218
review by Andrew Sarris

Reminiscences of a Journey to Lithuania (Jonas Mekas, 1972) 220
review by Jonathan Rosenbaum

Rose Hobart (Joseph Cornell, 1936) 222
review by J. Hoberman

Rosetta (Luc and Jean-Pierre Dardenne, 1999) 223
review by J. Hoberman

The Rules of the Game (Jean Renoir, 1939) 224
review by Jonas Mekas 

x Contents

ftoc.qxp  9/25/06  1:42 PM  Page x



Safe (Todd Haynes, 1995) 226
review by Georgia Brown

Salesman (Albert Maysles, 1969) 228
review by Jonas Mekas

Sans Soleil (Chris Marker, 1983) 229
review by J. Hoberman

Sansho the Bailiff (Kenji Mizoguchi, 1954) 231
review by Michael McKegney

Sátántangó (Béla Tarr, 1994) 232
review by J. Hoberman

Scenes from under Childhood (Stan Brakhage, 1970) 234
review by Jonas Mekas 

The Searchers (John Ford, 1956) 235
review by Georgia Brown

Shadows (John Cassavetes, 1958/1959) 237
reviews by Jonas Mekas and J. Hoberman

Shoah (Claude Lanzmann, 1985) 243
review by J. Hoberman

Shock Corridor (Samuel Fuller, 1963) 248
reviews by Andrew Sarris and J. Hoberman

Star Spangled to Death (Ken Jacobs, 1957–2004) 251
review by J. Hoberman

Sunrise (F. W. Murnau, 1927) 253
reviews by Andrew Sarris and J. Hoberman

Superstar: The Karen Carpenter Story (Todd Haynes, 1987) 255
review by J. Hoberman

Symbiopsychotaxiplasm: Take One (William Greaves, 1968) 256
review by Michael Atkinson

Taxi Driver (Martin Scorsese, 1976) 257
reviews by Andrew Sarris and Michael Atkinson

That Obscure Object of Desire (Luis Buñuel, 1977) 259
review by J. Hoberman

There’s Something about Mary (Peter Farrelly and Bobby Farrelly, 1998) 261
review by J. Hoberman

The Thin Blue Line (Errol Morris, 1988) 263
review by J. Hoberman

The Thin Red Line (Terrence Malick, 1998) 265
review by J. Hoberman

El Topo (Alejandro Jodorowsky, 1970) 268
review by Glenn O’Brien

Contents xi

ftoc.qxp  9/25/06  1:42 PM  Page xi



Tribulation 99: Alien Anomalies under America (Craig Baldwin, 1992) 269
review by J. Hoberman

Tropical Malady (Apichatpong Weerasethakul, 2004) 271
review by Dennis Lim

Trouble in Paradise (Ernst Lubitsch, 1932) 273
review by J. Hoberman

Two or Three Things I Know about Her (Jean-Luc Godard, 1967) 276
review by T. A. Gallagher

2001: A Space Odyssey (Stanley Kubrick, 1968) 278
reviews by Andrew Sarris 

Unforgiven (Clint Eastwood, 1992) 280
review by Amy Taubin

Les Vampires (Louis Feuillade, 1915) 283
review by J. Hoberman

Vengeance Is Mine (Shohei Imamura, 1979) 284
review by Tom Allen

Vertigo (Alfred Hitchcock, 1958) 285
reviews by Molly Haskell and J. Hoberman

Videodrome (David Cronenberg, 1983) 292
review by J. Hoberman

Wanda (Barbara Loden, 1971) 294
review by Andrew Sarris

Weekend (Jean-Luc Godard, 1967) 296
review by Andrew Sarris

White Dog (Samuel Fuller, 1982) 298
review by J. Hoberman

The Wind Will Carry Us (Abbas Kiarostami, 1999) 301
review by J. Hoberman

Winter Soldier (Winterfilm Collective, 1972) 303
reviews by Jonathan Rosenbaum and Michael Atkinson

The World of Apu (Satyajit Ray, 1959) See The Apu Trilogy

Written on the Wind (Douglas Sirk, 1956) 305
review by J. Hoberman

Yeelen (Souleymane Cissé, 1987) 308
review by Elliott Stein

Zero for Conduct (Jean Vigo, 1933) 309
review by Jonas Mekas

Photo Credits 311
Index of Directors and Actors 313

xii Contents

ftoc.qxp  9/25/06  1:42 PM  Page xii


