
Contents

List of Maps vi

The Best of South Korea 11

1 The Most Unforgettable Travel 
Experiences  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

2 The Best Small Towns  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

3 The Best Temples & Holy Sites  . . . . . .3

4 The Best Historical Sites  . . . . . . . . . . .4

5 The Best Places to Enjoy 
the Scenery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

6 The Best Markets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

7 The Best Festivals & Celebrations  . . . .6

8 The Best Local Accommodations  . . . . .6

9 The Best Hotels  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

10 The Best Dining Experiences  . . . . . . . .7

1 The Regions in Brief  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

2 Visitor Information & Maps . . . . . . . .13

3 Entry Requirements  . . . . . . . . . . . . .14

What to Pack  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15

4 When to Go  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

Calendar of Events  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

5 Getting There  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

6 Money & Costs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

What Things Cost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

7 Travel Insurance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

8 Health  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

9 Safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

10 Specialized Travel Resources  . . . . . . .28

11 Sustainable Tourism/Eco-Tourism  . . . .31

Frommers.com: The Complete 
Travel Resource  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31

12 Staying Connected  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32

13 Escorted General-Interest Tours . . . . .34

14 Special-Interest Trips . . . . . . . . . . . . .35

15 Getting Around South Korea . . . . . . .36

16 Tips on Accommodations  . . . . . . . . .38

17 Tips on Dining  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39

Fast Facts: South Korea  . . . . . . . . . .40

Planning Your Trip to South Korea 92

1 South Korea in 1 Week . . . . . . . . . . .46

South Korea’s UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47

2 South Korea in 2 Weeks:
Culture & Natural Beauty  . . . . . . . . .49

3 South Korea with Kids:
A 1-Week Tour  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

4 South Korea’s Sacred Sites 
in 11 Days  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52

Suggested Itineraries in South Korea 463

02 181911-ftoc.qxp  4/28/08  1:43 PM  Page iii

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



C O N T E N T Siv

1 Orientation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55

Neighborhoods in Brief . . . . . . . . . . .60

2 Getting Around  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Seoul City Tour Bus  . . . . . . . . . . . . .63

Fast Facts: Seoul  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .64

3 Where to Stay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67

4 Where to Dine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .78

5 Exploring Seoul  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93

The Joseon Dynasty  . . . . . . . . . . . . .96

6 Recreational Activities  . . . . . . . . . .109

7 Shopping  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .110

8 Seoul After Dark  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .118

Seoul 544

1 Suwon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .126

The Rice Box King  . . . . . . . . . . . . .130

2 Icheon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .133

The Pottery Wars  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .134

Everything You Need to Know 
About Korean Ceramics  . . . . . . . . .137

3 Panmunjeom & the DMZ  . . . . . . . .138

4 Incheon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .142

5 The Rest of Gyeonggi-do  . . . . . . . .147

Gyeonggi-do 1265

1 Daejeon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .152

2 Gongju . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .166

3 The Rest of Chungcheongnam-do  . . .171

4 Cheongju  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .182

5 The Rest of Chungcheongbuk-do  . . .186

The Eight Scenic Wonders of 
Danyang (Danyang Palgyeong)  . . . .192

Chungcheong-do 1526

1 Jeonju  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .197

You Say You Want a Revolution? . . .202

2 Namwon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203

The Pansori Tradition  . . . . . . . . . . .205

The Legend of Chunhyang  . . . . . . .206

3 The Rest of Jeollabuk-do  . . . . . . . .207

4 Gwangju  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .213

5 Damyang  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .218

6 Boseong & Yulpo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .221

7 Yeosu & Suncheon  . . . . . . . . . . . . .223

8 The Rest of Jeollanam-do  . . . . . . . .228

Jirisan’s 10 Scenic Beauties  . . . . . .234

Jeolla-do 1957

1 Gyeongju  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .242

2 Daegu  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .250

War with Japan, Round One . . . . . .257

3 Andong  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .262

Buddhism vs. Neo-Confucianism . . .265

4 The Rest of Gyeongsangbuk-do  . . .268

5 Jinju  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279

6 Tongyeong  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .284

7 The Rest of Gyeongsangnam-do  . . .289

Gyeongsang-do 2408

02 181911-ftoc.qxp  4/28/08  1:43 PM  Page iv



C O N T E N T S v

1 Orientation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .299

Busan Neighborhoods in Brief  . . . .301

2 Getting Around  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .303

Fast Facts: Busan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .304

3 Where to Stay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .307

4 Where to Dine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .313

5 Top Attractions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .318

6 Shopping  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .326

7 Busan After Dark  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .330

Busan 2989

1 Seoraksan National Park . . . . . . . . .334

2 Gangneung  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .349

3 Odaesan National Park & 
Pyeongchang County  . . . . . . . . . . .354

4 Chuncheon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .359

5 The Rest of Gangwon-do  . . . . . . . .365

6 Geumgangsan (North Korea)  . . . . .373

Gangwon-do 33410

1 Orientation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .376

2 Getting Around  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .379

Fast Facts: Jeju-do  . . . . . . . . . . . . .381

3 Where to Stay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .382

4 Where to Dine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .385

5 Exploring Jeju-do  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .388

Jeju-do’s 10 Beauties  . . . . . . . . . . .390

6 Shopping  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400

7 Jeju-do After Dark  . . . . . . . . . . . . .402

8 Outlying Islands  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .403

Jeju-do (Jeju Island) 37511

1 A Look Back . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .404

2 Korean Culture  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .407

3 Etiquette & Customs . . . . . . . . . . . .410

4 Recommended Books & Films . . . . .412

1 The Korean Alphabet & 
Pronunciation Guide  . . . . . . . . . . . 414

2 Basic Korean Phrases  . . . . . . . . . . .416

1 A Look at the Korean Table . . . . . . .422

2 Popular Korean Menu Items  . . . . . .423

Sweet Goldfish & Silkworms: 
Street Food  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .427

Appendix A: South Korea in Depth 404

Appendix B: Useful Terms & Phrases 414

Appendix C: Korean Cuisine 422

Index 428

02 181911-ftoc.qxp  4/28/08  1:43 PM  Page v



List of Maps

South Korea 10

South Korea in 1 or 2 Weeks 48

South Korea with Kids 51

South Korea’s Sacred Sites 53

Seoul 56

Where to Stay & Dine in Central 
Seoul 68

Myeongdong 99

Hongdae-ap 101

Gyeonggi-do 127

Suwon 129

Chungcheong-do 153

Daejeon 155

Daejeon Subway 157

Jeolla-do 196

Jeonju 199

Jirisan National Park 233

Gyeongsang-do 241

Gyeongju 243

Daegu 251

Juwangsan National Park 271

Jinju 281

Hallyeo Maritime National Park 295

Busan 299

Haeundae 309

Jung-gu/Nampo-dong 312

Dongnae 317

Gangwon-do 335

Seoraksan National Park & Sokcho 337

Jeju-do 377

02 181911-ftoc.qxp  4/28/08  1:43 PM  Page vi


