
Chapter 15

Seattle’s Top Sights and
Cool Things to Do

In This Chapter
�Finding the best things to see and do in Seattle

�Enjoying museums and a theater made just for kids

�Scoping out cool places for even the most jaded teens

�Taking advantage of special spots for the blissfully romantic

�Exploring a wealth of parks

�Touring Seattle by air, bus, rail, underground, or duck

Don’t feel bad if all you want to do during your first days in Seattle
is walk the streets, sit at a sidewalk cafe sipping lattes and eating

pie, and stroll a waterfront path at sunset. Those activities are all
intrinsic parts of the Seattle experience. After you soak up the atmos-
phere of the city — and Seattle has loads of it — you may want to visit
some of the unique attractions that the city has to offer. Just be sure to
build in plenty of time for relaxing, too, because this town has as pleas-
ant a cafe society as you’re likely to encounter anywhere.

The Top Attractions from A to Z
In this section, I cover the details of Seattle’s must-see attractions.

Benaroya Hall
Downtown

The $118-million home of the Seattle Symphony, built in Beaux Arts-style
in the heart of downtown, was funded in large part by private donors that
included several Microsoft millionaires. The hall opened in 1998 and has
been the center of the city’s cultural scene ever since. The acoustics have
been compared to Carnegie Hall’s for sheer, crystal-clear brilliance, and
in 2000, a state-of-the-art concert organ was added to the hall, broaden-
ing the symphony’s range even more. Book your tickets early; this is a
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perennial sellout. If you’d like to tour the hall, meet in the Grand Lobby
on the Third Avenue and University Street side, Monday through Friday
at noon or 1 p.m.

200 University St. at Second Avenue, near the Seattle Art Museum. % 206-215-
4747. Internet: www.seattlesymphony.org for a calendar and online purchase
option. Admission: $10–$77 for concerts; tours are free. No children under 5 allowed
into concerts.

Boeing Plant
Everett

Here’s a neat doubleheader to impress your kids. At Boeing’s largest
assembly plant, they can see how airplanes are built and also stand
inside the single largest building under one roof in the world. (For extra
credit, tell your kids that all of Disneyland fits into the building.) Cool!
Despite heavy layoffs over the last few years, Boeing remains the single
largest employer in Washington. The guided tour, which utilizes raised
catwalks to traverse the massive space, is an impressive inside look at
great sections of airplanes coming together.

Boeing Tour Center on SR 526 in Everett, 30 miles north of Seattle. Take I-5 north
and then head west on 526; give yourself at least an hour from downtown Seattle.
% 800-464-1476 or 206-544-1264. Internet: www.boeing.com/companyoffices/
aboutus/tours/. Open: One-hour tours are first-come first-served and run
Mon–Fri from 9 a.m.–11 a.m. and 1 p.m–3 p.m. Admission: $5 adults, $3 seniors and
children under 16. Children must be at least 4 feet, 2 inches tall.

Experience Music Project
Seattle Center

It started out as a small museum to house Paul Allen’s collection of Jimi
Hendrix memorabilia and mushroomed into a $100-million shrine to rock-
and-roll music. People either love or hate the curving, multihued build-
ing by architect Frank Gehry that sits like a basket of dumped laundry
under the Space Needle. The admission fee is steep, but once inside,
grown-ups appreciate the galleries with artifacts like Janis Joplin’s feather
boa and Elvis’s motorcycle jacket, while kids love playing instruments in
the Sound Lab, riding a motion-simulator into the heart of a James Brown
concert, or performing “Wild Thing” karaoke-style before a simulated
crowd. Skip the MEGs (CD-ROM devices that provide running commen-
tary on the exhibits) for smaller children; they’re bulky and ponderous.
The Turntable restaurant and Liquid Lounge bar are fine hangouts.

2901 Third Ave., at Seattle Center (adjacent to the Space Needle and Monorail).
% 206-770-2700. Internet: www.emplive.com. Open: Sun–Thurs 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
(galleries open to 11 p.m. on Fri and Sat); call for restaurant and lounge hours.
Admission: $19.95 adults, $15.95 seniors and teens 13–17, $14.95 children 7–12, chil-
dren 6 and under free.

Part IV: Exploring Seattle 162
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