
• Numerics •
4-x-4 storage unit, 149–150

• A •
above-the-toilet cabinet, installing,

103–106
accessories organizer, 

door-mounted, 76–78
accordion drying rack, installing,

156–160
accordion files, 129
anchors, drywall, 22
art cart, 150
automotive supplies, organizing,

188–189

• B •
bathroom

above-the-toilet cabinet, installing,
103–106

corner storage unit, 111
goal for, 91
jewelry organization, 112
limitations of, identifying, 91
linen closet, organizing, 99
makeup organization, 92
medicine cabinet, hanging, 107–110
mounting items on walls, 198
reassembling, 111–112
sorting contents, 91–92
storage containers, 111
towel bar, installing, 96–99
travel toiletry kit, 110
wall hook, mounting, 93–95
wall shelves, hanging whimsical,

100–102
bed risers, 86
bed, storage under, 86, 146–148, 198
bedroom. See also closet; kids’

spaces
accessories organizer, 

door-mounted, 76–78
arranging clothing, 88–90
closet rods, adding, 82–85
dresser drawer organization, 86–87
goal for, 69
limitations of, identifying, 69
nightstand, building homemade,

71–73

reassembling, 86–90
shoe shelving, installing, 79–81
sleeping options, space-saving, 196
soothing atmosphere, creating, 70
sorting contents, 70
ties and belts, hanging, 87–88
under-the-bed storage, 86, 196
wall rack, mounting closet, 74–75

belts, hanging, 87–88
bike lift, mounting, 178–181
bills, dealing with, 131
bins

pull-out for garbage and recycling,
55–56

for sorting laundry, 167
for sorting room contents, 8
storage, 11

board games, stowing, 42
bookends, 41
bookshelves, living room, 40–41
buffet, 50

• C •
cabinets

above-the-toilet, installing,
103–106

dining room, 50
filing, 118, 120
glass-front, 50
hanging stemware racks in, 53–54
laundry room, 164–166
medicine, hanging, 107–110
organizing items in kitchen, 67–68
pull-out bins for garbage and 

recycling in, 55–56
wood-door, 50

calendar, 129, 194
carpentry techniques

drill, using electric, 19–20
frequently asked questions 

regarding, 20–22
level use, 18
measurement, 17
screwdriver use, 19
square use, 18–19
stud or joist, locating, 18

cart, rolling, 40, 124
CDs, storage of, 39
ceiling rack

installing, 175–177
storing out-of-season items on, 196

charging station, 126–127
children. See also kids’ spaces

helping with laundry, 154
keepsake box, 137

china rack, 67–68
cleaning caddy, 170
cleaning tools, installing wall rack

for, 60–62
cleverness, in organization, 10
closet

arranging clothes, 88–90
coloring, 73
door-mounted accessories 

organizer, 76–78
goal for, 69
grouping items, 83
linen, organizing, 99
rods, adding, 82–85
shelving, installing extra, 143–145
shoe shelving, 79–81
sorting contents, 70
space-saving, tips for, 196
tie/belt hangers, 87–88
wall rack, mounting, 74–75

closet rods, expanding, 151–152
clothesline, installing retractable,

155–156
clothing dividers, 90
coffee corner, for reading, 151
coffee table, 26, 41
concrete floors, finishing garage, 171
corner storage unit, bathroom, 111
countertop command center, 114
craft cart, 150

• D •
desk

building homemade, 118–120
home office, 121–122
mobile alternative, 124

desktop organizer, 127
dining room, organizing, 50
discipline, 9
do-it-yourself kit, 13–14
donation of items, 9, 10
door hooks, 76
door, use for homemade desk,

118–120
door-mounted accessories 

organizer, 76–78
double-decker storage, 195–196
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dowels, magazine rack, 34–37
drawers

for dining room organization, 50
dresser, 86–87
organizer, 127

drill, use of, 19–20
drying rack, installing accordion,

156–160
drywall anchors, 22, 110
DVDs, storage of, 39

• E •
electronics

cords, 125–126
home office, arranging, 125
living room, organizing, 38
video game equipment, 

arranging, 40
entryway

decorating, 26
goal for, 25
limitations of, identifying, 25
peg rack, hanging, 27–29
reassembling, 38–42
sorting contents of, 25
storage area, creating, 30–33

• F •
filing cabinets, 118, 120
filing papers, 128, 129–130
finishing tools, 13, 191
fireplace mantle, 26
focus, importance of, 192
footprint, 91
4-x-4 storage unit, 149–150
foyer table, 26
frugality, 10
furniture, organizing living room, 38

• G •
garage

automotive supplies, 
organizing, 188

bike lift, mounting, 178–181
ceiling rack, installing, 175–177
cleaning caddy for, 170
empty, fixing up, 171
gardening supplies, 

organizing, 187
limitations of, identifying, 169
personalities of, 169
reassembling, 187–188
sorting contents, 170, 171
sports equipment, storage zone

for, 182–186
tool pegboard, hanging, 172–174

garbage, installing pull-out bins for,
55–56

gardening supplies, organizing, 187
gift box, 128
glass, desktop, 120
goal for room

bathroom, 91
bedroom, 69
entryway and living room, 25
garage, 169
home office, 113
kids’ spaces, 135
kitchen, 43
laundry room, 153
process of determining, 7–8

green decisions, 9

• H •
hangers

door-mounted, 76
laundry room, 168
specialty, 88–89
tie/belt, 87–88

home office
cords, organizing, 125–126
countertop command center, 114
desk, building homemade, 118–120
electronic equipment, 

arranging, 125
filing system, 129–130
goal for, 113
incoming papers, dealing with,

130–131
limitations of, identifying, 113
mobile, 124
paperwork, sorting, 128–129
reassembling, 125–132
shelving, installing, 121–124
sorting contents, 113–114
stationery center, mounting,

115–117
supplies, storing, 127
tax records, 131–132

hutch, 50

• I •
installation tools, 12–13
invitations, handling, 130
ironing board, mounting a 

fold-away, 161–163

• J •
jewelry, organizing, 112
joists, locating, 18
junk drawer, 9
junk drawer organizer, 127

• K •
keepsake box, 137
kids’ spaces

art cart, 150
closet rods, expanding, 151–152
closet shelving, installing extra,

143–145
coffee corner for reading, 151
4-x-4 storage unit, 149–150
goal for, 135
keepsake box, 137
limitations of, identifying, 135
reassembling, 149–152
sorting contents of, 136
storage net, hanging wall-mounted,

138–139
toy chest, customizing, 140–142
under-the-bed rolling storage, 

creating, 146–148
kitchen

dining room organization, 50
goal for, 43
limitations of, identifying, 43–44
message board, mounting, 47–50
mounting items on walls, 195
pantry shelves, installing, 63–66
paper towel holder, installing

under-the-cabinet, 45–46
placement of items, 67
plastic storage containers, 62
pot rack, hanging ceiling-mounted,

57–59
pull-out bins for garbage and 

recycling, installing, 55–56
reassembling, 67–68
sorting contents, 44
stemware racks, hanging, 53–54
utensil rack, hanging, 51–52
wall rack for cleaning tools,

installing, 60–62
kitchen triangle, 67, 192

• L •
labeling, 13
laundry

children’s help with, 154
sorting, 167–168

laundry board, flip-fold, 168
laundry room

accordion drying rack, installing,
157–160

folding and storage, tools for, 168
goal for, 153
ironing board, mounting fold-away,

161–163
limitations of, identifying, 153
reassembling, 167–168
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refreshing décor, 160
retractable clothesline, installing,

155–156
sewing station, 166
sorting contents, 153–154
wall cabinet for laundry supplies,

hanging, 164–166
Lazy Susan, 68, 195–196
level, use of, 18
lid rack/organizer, 68
limitations of a room, identifying

bathroom, 91
bedroom, 69
entryway and living room, 25
garage, 169
home office, 113
kids’ spaces, 135
kitchen, 43–44
laundry room, 153
process described, 8

linen closet, organizing, 99
lists, advantages of, 193
living room

board games, stowing, 42
bookshelves, 40–41
CDs, storage of, 39
decorating, 26
furniture and electronics, 

organizing, 38
goal for, 25
limitations of, identifying, 25
magazine rack, building, 34–37
movies, storage of, 38–39
photo albums, 41–42
reassembling, 38–42
sorting contents of, 25
video game equipment, 

arranging, 40
locker, storage, 31–32

• M •
magazine rack, building living room,

34–37
magazines, 130
magnet, using to locate wall 

stud, 18
makeup, organizing, 92
mantle, fireplace, 26
measurements, taking accurate, 17
media folders, 39, 40, 195
medicine cabinet

hanging, 107–110
use as stationery center, 116

message board
mounting, 47–50
suggestions for using, 196

Molly bolt, 22, 110
movies, storing, 38–39
music, CD storage, 39

• N •
nails, 21–22
net, hanging wall-mounted, 138–139
nightstand, building homemade,

71–73

• O •
“one in, one out” principle, 192
organization philosophies

cleverness, 10
discipline, 9
frugality, 10
green, 9–10

organized room, steps to creating
building and installing projects, 8
determining goal of room, 7–8
identifying limitations of room, 8
reassembly of room, 8–9
sorting room contents, 8

• P •
painting

color choices, 12
garage, 171

pantry
grouping items in, 68
shelving system installation, 

63–66
papers

filing, 129–130
incoming, dealing with, 130–131
routing, 128–129
tax records, 131–132

peg rack, hanging an entryway, 27
pegboard, 127, 172–174
photo albums, 41–42
planning spaces, 192
planning your day, 193
plastic storage containers, 62
plywood, 21
pot rack, hanging a four-chain, 

ceiling-mounted, 57–59
prepacking bags, 194
projects, bathroom

above-the-toilet cabinet, installing,
103–106

medicine cabinet, hanging, 107–110
towel bar, installing, 96–99
wall hook, mounting, 93–95
wall shelves, hanging whimsical,

100–102

projects, bedroom
accessories organizer, installing

door-mounted, 76–78
closet rods, adding, 82–85
nightstand, building homemade,

71–73
shoe shelving, installing, 79–81
wall rack, mounting closet, 

74–75
projects, entryway and living room

magazine rack, building, 34–37
peg rack, hanging, 27–29
storage area, creating, 30–33

projects, garage
bike lift, mounting, 178–181
ceiling rack, installing, 175–177
sports equipment, storage zone

for, 182–186
tool pegboard, hanging, 172–174

projects, home office
desk, building homemade, 

118–120
shelving, installing, 121–124
stationery center, mounting,

115–117
projects, kids’ spaces

closet shelving, installing extra,
143–145

storage net, hanging wall-mounted,
138–139

toy chest, customizing, 140–142
under-the-bed rolling storage, 

creating, 146–148
projects, kitchen

message board, mounting, 47–50
pantry shelves, installing, 63–66
paper towel holder, installing

under-the-cabinet, 45–46
pot rack, hanging ceiling-mounted,

57–59
pull-out bins for garbage and 

recycling, installing, 55–56
stemware racks, hanging, 53–54
utensil rack, hanging, 51–52
wall rack for cleaning tools,

installing, 60–62
projects, laundry room

accordion drying rack, installing,
157–160

ironing board, mounting fold-away,
161–163

retractable clothesline, installing,
155–156

wall cabinet for laundry supplies,
hanging, 164–166

pull-out bins, installing for garbage
and recycling, 55–56
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• R •
reassembling a room

bathroom, 111–112
bedroom and closet, 86–90
entryway and living room, 38–42
garage, 187–190
home office, 125–132
kids’ spaces, 149–152
kitchen, 67
laundry room, 167–168
process described, 8–9

recycle bin
home office, 129
installing pull-out, 55–56

regifting, 10
repurposing items, 10, 192–193
retractable clothesline, installing,

155–156
rolling storage

cart for living room, 40
under-the-bed, 146–148

• S •
scent, 13, 70, 87
screwdriver, use of, 19
screws

drywall anchors for, 22
inserting with electric drill, 20
nail use compared to, 21

seating
incorporating sneaky, 195
maximizing table, 196

sewing station, 166
shelf stacker, 67
shelving

closet wall rack, mounting, 74–75
extra closet, installing, 143–145
home office, 121–124
pantry, 63–66
for shoes, 79–81
whimsical bathroom wall, hanging,

100–102
shoes, installing shelving for, 79–81
small spaces, tips for maximizing

ceiling racks, 196
closets, 196
double-decker storage, 195–196
media folder use, 195
sleeping options, 196

sneaky seating, incorporating, 195
table, maximizing seating at, 196
under-the-bed storage, 196
wall-mounted bathroom items, 196
wall-mounted kitchen items, 195

sorting room contents
bathroom, 91–92
entryway and living room, 25–26
garage, 170
home office, 113–114
kids’ spaces, 136
kitchen, 44
laundry room, 153–154
process described, 8

sorting tools, 11–12, 193
space savers, 103, 104
spice canisters, magnetic, 127
sports equipment, storage zone for,

182–186
spring cleaning, 193
square, use of, 18–19
stationery, box for, 128
stationery center, mounting,

115–117
stemware racks, hanging, 53–54
storage

offsite, 10
tools for, 11–12
under-the-bed, 86

storage containers
for bathroom, 111
plastic, 62
for under-the-bed storage, 86

storage cube, 40
storage net, hanging a wall-

mounted, 138–139
storage tower, entryway, 30–33
studs, locating, 18
supplies, storing small home 

office, 127
surge protector, 124, 126

• T •
table

coffee, 26, 41
foyer, 26
maximizing seating at, 198

tax records, 131–132
tax tower, 131–132
ties, hanging, 87–88

time
estimating amount needed for

organizing a room, 15
outline for weekend project, 16

time-saving organization tips,
191–194

to-do box, 128
toggle bolt, 22, 110
tool pegboard, hanging, 172–174
tools

do-it-yourself kit, 13–14
finishing, 13, 191
gardening, 187
installation, 12–13, 191
sorting, 11–12, 191
wall rack for cleaning tools,

installing, 60–62
towel bar, installing, 96–99
toy chest, customizing, 140–142
trash bags, 12
travel toiletry kit, 110

• U •
under-the-bed storage, 86, 

146–148, 196
under-the-cabinet paper towel

holder, 45–46
utensil rack, hanging, 51–52
utensils, duplicate kitchen, 52

• V •
VHS tapes, 39
video game equipment, arranging, 40
VIP (Very Important Paper), 113,

114, 128, 129

• W •
wall cabinet for laundry supplies,

hanging, 164–166
wall hook, mounting, 93–95
wall rack

for cleaning tools, installing, 60–62
closet, mounting, 74

wire baskets, 66
wire bins, 167
wire tower, 40
wireless devices, 125
wood board, 21
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