Table of Contents

]ntroduCtion €€ EEaaEaaadadaaEaEaEadedaaeaeadadaaaadadedeaeadadaadadadeaeadadadeadeaaadadaaaac ’

ADOUL ThiS BOOK......ciiiiiiiiieietete ettt sttt ettt s 1
Conventions Used in This BOOK ........cccccviriiiiiniiinecnecrceerceereee et 2
FOOliSh ASSUMPTIONS .....eociiiiieiieiieiteieeie ettt ettt a e st e st e te e beeseesseebaesseessasseensenn 2
How This BOOK IS Organized...........ccevuieiiiiiiienieieeieeieeiecieste et sve e eaeetaeaeesaeseeeseeas 3
Part I: Preparing for Your Organizing Projects ..........c.cccocevviivviinvienienienieneeieeieeeene 3
Part II: Organizing Primary Spaces in Your HOme............ccccoocvriiniinienenncnecieeee 3
Part IIl: Organizing Secondary Spaces in Your Home ..........c.ccocvviiniininninnicnicnnene 3
Part IV: The Part 0f TENS .......ccciriiiinieinesiciectecte ettt 4
Icons Used in This BOOK.........cooouiiiiiiiie e 4
Where t0 GO frOM HETE........ooiiiiiiieiieiececeete ettt et et ettt beeae e ens 4

Part I: Preparing for Your Organizing Projects.............ccoeeeceeeieceacicd

Chapter 1: The Principles of Do-It-Yourself Organization............ccocovcorenerenrencnsesnesennenns 7
Five Steps to an Organized ROOIM ........cccoccviiiiiieeicececeee ettt 7

Step 1: Determine the goal of the roOm.........cccoceeiiiiiiiiii e, 7

Step 2: Identify the limitations of the room ...........cccoeeeeiieciiiciieiiiceee e 8

Step 3: SOTt the FOOMI .....oiiiiiiieiieiicieceeeeeee e 8

Step 4: Build and install yoUr Projects........cocevivviierienieniiiiieciecteceeeeee e 8

Step 5: Reassemble the FOOM........cc.cccuiiiiiiieiicicece e 8

Four Organization Philosophies to Embrace...........cccccoveviieiiieiiniiiieeceeeceeeeeee e 9

Be diSCIPIHNEA ...uiieeiiiieeiecieceteeeeee ettt ettt e et e e be e beebeenseenseens 9

B GIEEIN ...ttt et et ae e be e be e beenaeennennes 9

B IUGAL...c.eeiiiiiicee e sttt et beeae e eaae s 10

B CLEVET ...ttt st sttt et e be et s 10

Chapter 2: The Tocls and Time You Need..........cocrerennercnenssscsesessesesessessesessessseanes "
Gathering YOUY TOOIS .....couiiiiiiiiiiciieeceteteeee ettt ettt et st s e e e enees 11
SOTTING LOOIS . .iiiiiiieieeee et sttt 11
INStallation TOOIS.....c.ooiiiiiiicee e 12

FINISHING TOOIS.....cciiiiieiieiecieeeeee ettt et et ereesreebeesbeeaeesaeenneas 13

Your own do-it-yourself Kit..........cccooieiiiiiiniieiieiecieeeeecceeee e 13
Estimating Your Organizing TiMe ..........cccoceiierieniinieieeieeieetestest et 15
Breaking down the amount of time needed to organize an entire room................. 15

Outlining a plan for weekend Warriors ..........ccccooeeviinieriieniienienieseeeeeee e 16

Chapter 3: Nailing Down Carpentry Fundamentals...........cccooronrcnrncrensencsesenenne 17
Hammering Out Basic Carpentry Techniques..........ccccoevervieniiniinieniineeecesieeeeeeeseee 17
Measuring length, width, and height ............cccooiiiiii e, 17

Locating a wall stud or ceiling jOiSt .......cceeeiiiiiiiriiieiieceeece e 18

USING @ LEVEL ...ttt ettt et et te s v e esaesaeesbeesseeaaensasnsans 18

USING @ SQUATE ....eouvienieeiieiieeiteeiteieete ettt ete et e st esbeesteesbeesbeessesssesssesseesseenseenseesseensesnsens 18

USING @ SCIEWATIVEY ...c.eiiiiiiieiieiieieeieete ettt ettt ettt sa e s saeesbeesbeeaeensesane s 19

Using an electric drill.........occooiiiiiiiiiiie et 19



(ji Organizing Do-It-Yourself For Dummies

Answering a Few Frequently Asked Carpentry QUestions ..........cccceevvevviercienieniencenennienns 20
Should you use wood board or plywood for your project?.......c.cceccevvvevieneenennnnns 20
Can you use nails rather than SCreWS?...........cccoevvieiiiieciecieeeeeece e 21
What if your drill won't fit into tight SPaCes? ......c..cceeieviiriirieieece e 21
When do you use drywall anchors?.........ooeeovieiiieiieiieiecieceeseee et 22

Part 1I: Organizing Primary Spaces in Your Home..........................23

Chapter 4: First Impressions: Streamlining Your Entryway and Living Room............ 25
Hanging an Entryway Peg Rack .........cc.cccoiiiiiiiiiniccccccee e 27
Converting Entryway Space into a Storage Area ...........ccoeeeeveecieeieecieeieeseeseeseese e 30
Building a Living Room Magazine RacCK...........cccecueeviiiieiiinieiicieciecreceeseereese e 34
The Finishing Touches: Reassembling Your Entryway and Living Room......................... 38

Organizing furniture and major €leCtrONiCS........cccocuevierieriienieieeieeiee e 38
STOTING MOVIES ...ttt ettt sttt e b et e e besatesatesanesaeenseens 38
Music to your ears: Dealing With CDS.......cccceviiiiiiininniniinncenceeneeeeeeeaens 39
Game on! Arranging video game eqUIPMENt..........ccceeeveeierienienieenieeie et eeeeeeseeesieens 40
Jazzing UP DOOKSNEIVES ......ccuiiiieiiciicieceeeeet ettt eeas 40
Putting together fabulous photo albums ............cccecveviiiieiiiinieieeeceeceeeeens 41
StOWING DOATA GAIMES .....c.eiiiiiiieiieieiecteecee ettt ettt st st sane e enaeens 42

Chapter 5: Decluttering Your KitChen ... ssesssessenes 43
Installing an Under-the-Cabinet Paper Towel Holder ...........ccccocvvviiriiiniiniinienicccieeiee 45
Mounting a Message Board...........cocooiiiiiiiiiiiienienieetetee ettt e 47
Hanging a UtenSil RACK ........c.ccouiiiiiiiieeeeeee ettt et eee 51
Hanging Stemware RACKS .........cociiiiiiiiiiiee ettt 53
Installing Pull-Out Bins for Garbage and Recycling............cccccoveiirieieierieniceceeeeeeiens 55
Hanging a Four-Chain, Ceiling-Mounted Pot RacK ...........cccceeviiiiiiiiiniiiniiiieieeeeeiee 57
Adding a Wall Rack for Cleaning TOOIS .........ccccoveeiiriiiniiniienieiceeeeee e 60
Creating @ PAntrY ...ooooiiiiiiieeeee ettt 63
The Finishing Touches: Reassembling Your Kitchen ..........cccoccoooeeieiiiiiiiiicieees 67

Keeping things close at hand..........ccocooiiiiiiiiiiniiiieee e 67
Surveying shelf stackers, china and lid racks, and Lazy Susans.............ccccccevueennnns 67
Grouping items iN YOUY PANETY ....cccvirieiuiiniieiieieeie ettt steesee e e saessnesaeesseeseens 68

Chapter 6: Blissful Bedrooms and Cleansed Closets.............cccoonrmnmnenennnesesensennes 69
Building a Homemade NightStand ...........ccceouiriiieiiiiiiiienieieccieeeeeeeese e 71
Mounting @ Wall RACK ........coouiiiiiiiiiiieeeee ettt 74
Creating a Door-Mounted Accessories Organizer............coveevvervieriieniieniieneeneeneenieeseeeeeenns 76
Installing Shoe SHEIVING.......c.ccciiiiiiiieeeceee et ees 79
Adding High and Low Closet ROAS.......cccuouiiiiriiiiriieieieeeee e 82
The Finishing Touches: Reassembling Your Bedroom and Closet ...........ccccevvevueeuenenne. 86

Storing items under the Ded ........cccooviiiiiiiieiiieeee e 86
Dresser drawer d0’s and dON’ES ......ccceevieriieriieiiiniieniertestesteee ettt ens 86
Hanging ties and DeIS ........ccovueeiiiiiiiiiiecee ettt 87

Arranging your clothes Neatly .........ccoooeviririeiieieee e 88



Table of Contents (/ii

Chapter 7: Up, Off, and Away! Organizing Your Bathroom.............ccocorrerenrercresnnnennes 91
Mounting @ Wall HOOK........cccvoiiiiiiiiiiiiciecteeteeee ettt ettt s 93
Installing @ TOWEL BT .....ocviiiiiiiiiiiiicieceee ettt sttt et s 96
Hanging Whimsical Wall SRelVes..........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiieeceeeee e 100
Installing an Above-the-Toilet Cabinet ............cccoeoieiiieiiiiciicieccceeeeee e 103
Hanging a Medicine Cabinet ..........ccocoviiiriiieiieieeeeeeeeeee e 107
The Finishing Touches: Reassembling Your Bathroom............ccccccceevieviieciieiencieneeneennen. 111

Help, my walls are full! Adding a corner storage unit..........c.ccceceeveerivereenieeruennnenne. 111
Stash, stow, and store: Using decorative baskets, bins, and boxes....................... 111
Keeping your jewelry neat and tangle-free ...........cocceveeiiiiiniiniininnineeeeieeeee 112

Chapter 8: Organized Home Office, Organized Life .........ccccocovevererercrensercsecercsecnnes 113
Mounting a Stationery CENTET .......ccocveviiriiiiieiieieeieete ettt 115
Building a Homemade DeSK ...........cc.coiiiieiiiiiie ettt 118
Creating a HOme OffiCe SPACE ....cc.ovvivuiriieieieieeeeet et 121
The Finishing Touches: Reassembling Your Home Office...........cccccevievieeciieciincienieneenen. 125

Lining up electronic eqUIPmMENt ...........cccceiiiiiiiiiniiiinieeteeee et 125
Taking charge Of COTAS.......oiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee et 125
Storing SMall SUPPLIES....c..coiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeet ettt 127
Curing clutter with six essential paper stashes ........c.ccccoceevieviecieciecciecieeeeeee, 128
Filing your most important PAPEers ........ccocceviirieiiinienereeeeteeee e 129
Staying on top of iNCOMING PAPETS .....cccverierieriieiiieiieieeie ettt saeeae e e 130
Putting together a totally to-date tax record tOWer ..........c.ccceevvieviienieeniieenieeneen, 131

Part I11: Organizing Secondary Spaces in Your Home.................... 133

Chapter 9: Playing Up Kids’ Spaces.........c.ccorimnrcnsncscnsnsssssssssessssssessssesessssesenens 135
Hanging a Wall-Mounted Storage Net ..........ccoceviriiieieieeeeeeeeeee e 138
Customizing @ TOY CHESt......ccouiiiiiiiiieeiectetee ettt ettt e et sreesreesseebeenseens 140
Installing Extra Closet SHElVING.........ccieiiiiiiiiiieiiciecececeecee e 143
Creating Under-the-Bed RoIling StOTAge ........ccveviieiiiiiiiierieieeeeeteeeete et 146
The Finishing Touches: Reassembling Your Kids’ Space........cccccocevvevveniiinienienieencennen. 149

USINg 4-X-4 StOYAZE UNILS ...ccveieiiieiiiciieecieeeie ettt e eee e ee e sereesraeesae e s beessaaeeaseeas 149
Go, Van Gogh, go! Stocking an art Cart .........ccceeeeeierieriereseeceeee e 150
Outfitting a “coffee corner” for reading..........c.cccceevveevieecieniienieneeece e 151
Hang tight! Expanding closet 10ds .........ccoceviirieiieniieiecieciecesteeeeee e 151

Chapter 10: Learning to Love Your Laundry Room ............cooreererencerennenesessscsesnens 153
Installing a Retractable CIothesline............ccocveviiriiiiiieicieieeee e 155
Installing an Accordion Drying Rack .........ccoocveviiviiiiiniiiiiniiceteceeee e 157
Mounting a Fold-Away Ironing Board .............ccceveriiiriiiniiniiniiiceeceseseseeeeieeene 161
Hanging a Wall Cabinet for Laundry SUPPHES ........ccvevvieiieieeiicieeceee e 164
The Finishing Touches: Reassembling Your Laundry Room ..........cccccocevviiniiniinicncnnen. 167

SOrting YOUT JaUNATY .....coiiiiiiiieiieiecie ettt sve et beeaeeaeeneeens 167

Stashing a few tools for folding and storage..........ccceeeeeieeviinciencienienieeceeieeeee 168



Organizing Do-It-Yourself For Dummies

Chapter 11: Giving New Life to Your Garage ............cccoovevnurensseresnnsesesssssssssesssssssssssesens 169
Hanging a TOOI PeZDOArd ..........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiiieieceeteeteeteeteste ettt n 172
Installing @ Ceiling RACK ........ccocuieiiiiiiiiieceecceeee ettt e 175
Mounting @ BiKe Lift.......ccccieviiiiiiiiiiiiiecececeeeeete ettt 178
Creating a Zone for Sports EQUIPMENt .........cccovieiiiiiiiiniiiccceeeceecee e 182
The Finishing Touches: Reassembling Your Garage...........cccceevevierienieneenenneeneniennen. 187

How does your garden grow? Organizing your gardening supplies ...................... 187
Organizing your automotive SUPPLES.........cccveviieiiieiieieeieeeteeie e 187

Part JU: The Part of Tens .......ccccceeiceeiceeeseeineecseeeseeesseesnseessecsns 189

Chapter 12: Ten Time-Saving Organization Tips ........cccocoreorererenneresessesesessesesessssesnens 191
Keep YOur TOOIS HANAY .....cccueviiriiiiiiiiiiciieieeeetetetetete ettt 191
Plan CONVENIENT SPACES .....cc.cccviiuiiiieeiieeieeie ettt ettt et esteesteebeebeesseesaesseesse e saesseenseensens 192
Be Mentally Focused When YOu OYganize ..........ccocverierienieenieecieeieeieeeeeeeeseeesveesseesaeennens 192
Stick to the Idea of “One In, ONe OUL” ......ccvviiiiiiiiieieee e 192
REPUIPOSE TLEIMS ....cnviiiiieiiieieciececeeee ettt ettt e et esae e be e ba e beenseense s 192
Forget Spring ClEaning ........ccocueeiiriiniiieieeieeeeteete sttt ettt s s 193
Make Time t0 Plan YOUT Day........coceviiiiiiiiiiiiiietetetetee sttt 193
Keep PIENty Of LISES .oouviiiiieiiieciieeiee ettt ettt et a e e e be e e naesaneas 193
Use One Central Calendar and Message Board...........cccoceeeeiiienenieninenieieeneceeeeees 194
Pre-pack Bags for Last-Minute EVENtS .........cccoouieiiiiiiiinieicecececeeeeee e 194

Chapter 13: Ten Tips for Maximizing Small Spaces...........cocoonnenenrerenssneesenseesennens 195
Incorporate SNEaKy SEAtING .......cc.ceviiriirieiiieiicieeieete ettt ere e s e eeesbeesaeeseenee s 195
Stash Discs in Media FOIAErS ..........covviiriiniiieieicieieee ettt 195
Mount Your Kitchen Items on the WallS.........ccccooviiviiniiniiniiiieeeeeeien 195
Use Double-DeCKer STOTage ..........ooiiriiriiiiiiiiiiieeiectetestetee ettt 195
Make the Most of YOUTr Table........cccooiiiiiiiitteeeee et 196
Consider Clever Sleeping ODIONS .........coceiiririiiienieriereeeetee ettt 196
Include Rods and Hangers in YOUr ClOSELS......c.cccueviiriinieniienieeieciecreeeesieeee e 196
Hang Bathroom Items on the Walls ...........ccocovviiiiiniiniinieieeceeeeeeee e 196
Build Under-the-Bed STtOrage ........cocooiiiiiiiiiiiiieiecetetetecee ettt 196
Store Out-of-Season Items on Ceiling RACKS ......cocovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeee 196

I0dext «....ceeaeaaaacacacacaacecaeaenenenneeneeseeeeeeseesesseeceecaccacs 19T



