
Index

adoption, 42, 47
adult dog, choosing, 47
Advantage, flea preventive, 68
aggression, during play, 104
agility, sport, 36
aging in dogs, 97–99
allergy

flea, 74
food, 60, 61
skin, 79–80

Alsatian (Alsatian Wolf Dog), 22
American Animal Hospital Association

vaccination guidelines, 82
American Association of Feed Control

Officials (AAFCO) nutritional guide-
lines, 59

American Kennel Club (AKC), 15, 24, 25
American Shepherd, 27
animal bites, 91
animal shelter, obtaining dog from, 42
antibiotic ointment, 80
arthritis, 98
ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center, 94
attention, training, 118–120

baby gates, housetraining use, 124
baking soda, for cleaning teeth, 70
barking, 18, 35
bathing, 67, 69
bee stings, 91
Benadryl, for bee stings, 91
BioSpot, flea preventive, 68
bites, animal, 91
Bitter Apple, to discourage licking, 97
bleeding, controlling, 91
bloat, 85

body, breed standard for, 13
body language, 111
breed characteristics, 11–12, 16–19, 32–36
breed clubs

in America, 25–26
in France, 23
in Germany, 22–23
use as resource, 43

breeder
backyard, 40–41
housetraining by, 122
puppy testing, 43
reputable, 40

breed standard, 13–16, 26–27
brushing, 65–67
buckle collar, training use, 109
by-products, in dog food, 58

cancer, 86
canine adenovirus-2, vaccine, 82
canine distemper virus, vaccine, 82
canine parvovirus, vaccine, 82
Capstar, flea preventive, 68
cardiomyopathy, 86
chamomile tea, 99
characteristics of breed

devotion to owners, 16–17
energy level, 9, 35–36
herding, 11–12
intelligence, 12, 18, 21
need for work, 12, 32–33
protective instinct, 18, 32
senses, 33–35
shedding, 36
size, 33
trainability, 18
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chew toys, 55
choke chain, 109
choking, 91
choosing a dog

adult, 47
puppy, 43–46
sources of dogs, 39–42

cleaner, enzymatic, 124
clicker, training use of, 111
coat

breed standard, 14–15
color, 28
double, 65, 67
plush, 15, 29
shedding, 14, 36

collar
Elizabethan, 97
fitting, 55
for training, 109

color, 15–16, 28
color vision, 35
come command, 115–116
commands

come, 115–116
down, 113–114
for elimination, 124, 131
let’s go, 117–118
OK, 113
sit, 112–113
stay, 114–115

commercial dog foods, 58–60
cooperation, training, 121
corral, puppy, 127
correction, tug, 109
crate

housetraining use, 54, 56, 125–126
introducing puppy to, 54
location for, 125
size, 51, 55
types, 51, 123

cuts, handling, 80

daily health check, 78–80
degenerative myelopathy, 86
demodectic mange, 77

denning instinct, 54
dermatitis, flea allergy, 74
desensitization, 47
destructive behavior, 19, 36
devotion, as breed characteristic, 16–17
dip, flea, 67
dishes, food and water, 55
down command, 113–114

ears
breed standard for, 13
checking regularly, 79
cleaning, 69

elbow dysplasia, 86
Elizabethan collar, 97
emergencies

animal bites, 91
bee stings, 91
bleeding, 91
broken nails, 92–93
choking, 91
first-aid kit, 95
fractures, 92
heatstroke, 93
poisoning, 94
recognizing signs of problem, 89–90
snakebite, 94–95

energy level, of breed, 19, 35–36
exercise

need for, 12, 35–36
for older dogs, 99

exercise pen, 124
external parasites. See parasites, external
eye contact, 119
eye ointment, 97
eyes, cleaning, 69–70

feeding
amount of food, 62
free, 61–62
meal times, 62
mistakes to avoid, 64

first-aid kit, 95
flea allergy dermatitis, 74
flea dip, 67
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fleas
combating in environment, 74–75
description of parasite, 73–74
diseases associated with, 74
preventives for controlling, 68
as tapeworm intermediate host,

82–83
flyball, 36
food

amount to feed, 62
commercial, 58–60
dishes, 55
homemade diets, 61
ingredients, 58, 59
labels, 59
for older dogs, 98
people food, 60
recalls of commercial, 57, 58
sensitivity/allergy, 60, 61
snacks, 62–63

fractures, managing, 92
Frontline Plus, flea preventive, 68

gastric torsion, 85
gauze, for cleaning teeth, 70
German Shepherd Dog Club of America,

25–26
Germany

history of breed in, 21–23
show line dogs, 28–29
working line dogs, 29

giardia, 84
glucosamine, 99
grooming

bathing, 67, 69
brushing, 65–67
ears, 69
eyes, 69–70
nails, 70–72
teeth cleaning, 70
tools, 55

guard dog, breed use as, 22, 23
guide dog, breed use as, 33

head, breed standard for, 13
health problems

bloat, 85
cancer, 86
degenerative myelopathy, 86
elbow dysplasia, 86
emergencies, 89–95
external parasites, 74–77
heart disease, 86
hip dysplasia, 86–87
hypothyroidism, 89
internal parasites, 80–84
panosteitis, 89
permeal degeneration, 89
von Willebrand’s disease, 89

hearing, 34, 35
heart disease, 86
heartworms, 84
heatstroke, 93
height, breed standard for, 13–14
Heimlich maneuver, for choking, 91
herbal medicine, 99
herding breeds, 11–12
herding trials, 22
hip dysplasia, 86–87
history, of breed, 21–26
hock, 14
holistic medicine, 99
home

flea prevention/treatment, 74
puppy-proofing, 52–53

hookworms, 81–82
housetraining

accidents, 130–132
anticipating need to eliminate, 130,

131
by breeder, 122
charting elimination behavior, 130
cleanup, 123, 124, 128
crate use, 43, 125–126
elimination area, 124–129
first day, 124–126
frequency of elimination, 129
indoor to outdoor switching 

techniques, 127–129
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housetraining (cont.)
by mother dog, 122
punishment, 131
puppy corral use, 127
scent marker, 127
schedules, 132–134
shopping list, 123–124

hydrogen peroxide, use on broken nails, 92
hypothyroidism, 89

identification tag, 50
inherited sudden heart death, 86
insect growth regulators (IGRs), 68
intelligence, of breed, 12, 18, 21
internal parasites. See parasites, internal

K-9 Advantix, flea preventive, 68
Kennel Club of Great Britain, 26

label, dog food, 59
leadership, 37–38, 103–104
learning, method of dogs, 105
leash

choosing, 55
importance of use, 51
introduction to, 110
retractable, 109, 116
stepping on, during training, 115
walking dog on, 117–118

legendary dogs, 19–20
let’s go command, 117–118
liquid medication, 97

mange, 77
marker, positive, 111
marking sound, negative, 109
massage, during health check, 79
meals, number and timing of, 62
medications

home remedies, 99
liquids, 97
ointments, 97
pills, 96

messenger dog, breed use as, 22, 24
microfilaria, 84

military, use of breed by, 22
mites, 76–77
muzzle, breed standard for, 13
myelopathy, degenerative, 86

nail clippers, 55, 70, 72
nails

broken, 92
trimming, 70–72

neuter, benefits of, 88
newspaper, housetraining use, 123,

127–128
nutrition, importance of, 57–58

obedience trials/training, 22, 32, 37
obesity, 63
ointments, 97
OK command, 113
Orthopedic Foundation for Animals

(OFA), 87
overheating, 93
owner, desirable characteristics of, 37–38
ownership, readiness for, 30–31

panosteitis, 89
parasites, external

fleas, 73–75
mites, 76–77
ticks, 75–76

parasites, internal
giardia, 84
heartworms, 84
hookworms, 81–82
roundworms, 81
tapeworms, 82–83
whipworms, 83–84

pen, exercise, 124
PennHIP. See University of Pennsylvania

Hip Improvement Program
people food, 60
permeal degeneration, 89
pets, German Shepherds as, 31–36
physical appearance, 12–16
pills, medication form, 96
pin brush, 66
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plastic bags, housetraining use, 123
play, training during, 104
plush coat, 15, 29
poisoning, 94
police dog, breed use as, 18, 20, 24, 33
poop removal tools, 123
popularity, of breed, 25, 26
positive reinforcement, 104, 105, 106
posture, of elimination behavior, 130
Program, flea preventive, 68
protective instinct, 18, 32
protein, in diet, 58, 59
puddle pads, housetraining use, 123
pulmonic stenosis, 86
punishment

avoiding during housetraining, 
131

natural occurrences of, 106–107
personal, 105–106, 108
remote consequences, 107–109

puppy
essential supplies for, 55
feeding, 61–62
preparing for, 51–56
socialization, 17
testing personality/temperament,

43–46
where to find, 39–42

puppy corral, 127
puppy mills, 26, 42
puppy-proofing your home, 52–53

quick, nail, 71–72

rabies, vaccine, 82
rawhide, 55
recall, training techniques, 116
Red Cross, use of breed by, 22
registration, AKC, 25
release word/prompt, 104, 113, 114
remote consequences, 107–109
rescue group, 41–42
responsibility, of dog ownership, 30–31
Revolution, flea preventive, 68
reward, training, 104, 105, 106

rose hips, 99
roundworms, 81

sable, coat coloration, 16
sarcoptic mange, 77
scent marker, 127
Schutzhund, 18, 26, 28, 37
search and rescue, breed use for, 20, 23,

24, 37
senior dogs, 98–99
senses, of dogs, 33–35
shampoo, 67
shedding, 14, 36
shedding blade, 66
shelter, obtaining dog from, 42
show lines

German and International, 28–29
North American, 27

sit command, 112–113
size, of breed, 33
skin

allergy, 79–80
daily check of, 78–79

skin ointment, 97
slicker brush, 66
smell, sense of, 33, 34, 37
snacks, 62–63
snakebite, 94–95
soap, to stop bleeding nail, 72, 92–93
socialization, importance of, 17
social rank, 103–104
soy products, in commercial dog foods, 59
spay, benefits of, 88
stay command, 114–115
strength, of breed, 33
supervision, of dog, 56
supplies, 50–51, 55

tag, identification tag, 50
tail, breed standard for, 14
tapeworms, 74, 82–83
taste, sense of, 34
teeth

checking regularly, 79
cleaning, 70
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temperament, 24, 42, 44
temperature, taking rectal, 90
tethering, training technique, 110–111
therapy dog, 36
thermometer, rectal, 90, 93
thyroid disorders, 89
tick removal, 77
ticks, 75–76
time commitment, 31, 56
topline, 13
torsion, 85
touch, sense of, 34
tourniquets, avoiding use of, 91
toys

chew, 55
choosing, 55
control of by dog during play, 104
training use of, 109

tracking, 37
trainability, of breed, 18
training. See also housetraining

attention, 118–120
benefits of, 102
canine nature, 103
come command, 115–116
cooperation, 121
down command, 113–114
equipment, 109
how dogs learn, 105
leadership, 103–104
leash introduction, 110
let’s go command, 117–118
life’s rewards, 105
need for, 18, 32–33, 38
OK command, 113
during play, 104
positive marker, 111–112
positive reinforcement, 104, 105, 106
punishment, 104, 105–107, 108
recall command, 116
remote consequences, 107–109
sit command, 112–113
stay command, 114–115
testing by dog, 116
tethering, 110–111

treasure hunt, training game, 119–120
trot, 14, 27
tug of war, aggressiveness from, 104
types of German Shepherds

German and International show
lines, 28–29

German and International working
lines, 29

North American show lines, 27
white German Shepherd lines, 28

United Kennel Club (UKC), 28
University of Pennsylvania Hip

Improvement Program (PennHIP), 87

vaccines, 82–83
vacuum, canister, 66–67, 69
veterinarian

questions asked by, 89–90
when to call, 92

vision, 34, 35
vitamin C, health benefits of, 99
vocalization, 17, 18, 35
von Willebrand’s disease, 89

water
access to drinking, 63, 127
dishes, 55

whipworms, 83–84
whiskers, 34
white coat coloration, 16, 28
witch hazel, for ear cleaning, 69, 79
withers, 13
working dog, breed as, 18, 23–24, 29,

36–37
World War I, breed use during, 22
World War II, breed use during, 23
worms. See parasites, internal

yard
elimination area, 127–129
flea prevention/treatment, 75
puppy-proofing, 53

yucca, 99
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