
• A •
Abaddon Apollyon (Destroyer), 191
Abraham (Old Testament figure), 115, 292
acropolis, 131–132, 134
action, John’s call to, 17
Acts, book of, 84, 123
AD (Anno Domini), 3
Adam and Eve, 182, 239, 290
admonition to seven churches, 120–122
“Adoration of the Lamb” (van Eyck), 157
AIDS, 167
Akhenaton (Egyptian Pharaoh), 185
Alcazar, Luis de (theologian), 66
Alexander the Great (Greek king), 136, 

215, 245
allegorical view, 64–67. See also

idealist view
alpha, 284, 294
alpha-omega, 284, 294
Alyattes (Lydian king), 129
amillennialist view

described, 311, 319, 323
at Millennium, 96, 264, 270–271
parallel events, 20–21

Amos, prophet and book of, 120, 171, 189
Anatolia, 127
angel(s). See also twenty-four elders; 

seven trumpets
avoiding veneration of, 253–254, 293
Babylon, fall of, 249–250
choirs of, 252–253, 319
defined, 319
as free moral agents, 260
guardian angels, 123
messages to seven churches, 123
new Jerusalem tour, 284–288
the 144,000, identifying, 175
preamble to God’s final wrath, 228–232
Satan as fallen, 260
Second Coming, 252–254
three angels with three messages, 222–224

Animal Apocalypse, 206–207

annihilation, 267–268
Anno Domini (AD), 3
Anointed One, Jesus as, 103–104
Antichrist, 53, 94, 165–166, 214–216, 309
Antiochus Epiphanes (Greek king), 55, 215
Antiochus III (Greek king), 136
Antipas (martyr), 32, 217
anti-papal interpretations, 65–66
anti-semites, 139
apocalypse, 2, 101–104, 319
Apocalypse, four horsemen of the, 93–94,

162–167, 308, 321
Apocalypse, Little (Olivet Discourse), 53–59,

163–164, 323
apocalyptic imagery, 89, 160
apocalyptic literature, 5, 38, 196, 316, 319
apocalyptic writing, 228, 300
apocalypticism, 101–102
Apocrypha, 3, 286–287
Apollo (Greek god), 134
apostasy, 36, 147, 319
Apostles, 285. See also specific Apostles

appearance of God (physical), 144
appearance of God (theophany),

116,183–184, 228, 281, 324
archangels

Gabriel, 51, 151, 321
greetings from seven, 108
and little scroll, seven trumpets, 195–196
Michael, 151, 209, 211–212, 323
as mighty angel, 97

architecture of new Jerusalem, 285
Ark of the Covenant, 202–204, 319
Armageddon (war in heaven), 12, 15–17,

236–239, 257, 319
Artaxerxes (Babylonian king), 52
Artemis (goddess), 126–129
Asclepium (Pergamum), 132
Asia Minor, 26, 30, 32–33, 36, 107, 319. See

also seven churches, messages to
Athens, 280
Attalus III (Philadelphian king), 131, 138
attention, John’s bid to get, 90
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audience considerations
Revelation, 39, 83–84, 297
Scripture, 315
seven churches, messages to, 13–14, 26,

35–37, 90–91, 121, 297
Augustine (church father, author), 

65, 280, 319
Augustus (Roman emperor), 30, 242

• B •
Babel, 280
Babylon

Babylonian captivity, 48–55
city creation, 280
compared to new Jerusalem, 284
Daniel’s 70 weeks prophecy, 49, 51–55
described, 310–311, 320
escape from, 247–248
fall of, 93, 95, 222–223, 244–250
the great harlot, 239–244, 249–250
historical, 245
on many waters, 240, 243–244
market collapse, 248–249
pregnant woman as, 207
scarlet beast, 240–243
as symbol, 93, 95
three angels proclaiming fall of, 222–223

Balaam (false prophet), 132, 299
Balak (Moabian king), 132–133
Bar Kokhba (Jewish leader), 226
Baruch, book of, 103, 279
barbarians, 138
BC (before Christ), 3
BCE (before the common era), 3
beasts. See also mark of the beast (666)

of the earth, 49, 216–217
of the sea, 214–216
seven trumpet interlude, 197, 201

beatific vision, 281
beatitudes/benedictions/blessings, 106, 224,

253, 293, 301
before Christ (BC), 3
before the common era (BCE), 3
Behemoth, 216
believers as priests, in doxology, 109
benedictions/blessings/beatitudes, 106, 224,

253, 301
Bible. See also New Testament; Old

Testament; Scripture; specific books 
of the Bible

Apocrypha, 286
author’s voices in, 23
books of Bible, 2–3
citation conventions, 2–3
heaven and earth, 274
as inspired, 41
King James Version (KJV), 257
new Jerusalem architecture, 285–286
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), 

2, 88
self-authenticating word of God, 291–292
semainein, 88
study, to aid in understanding, 314
verses, 2–3, 314

BibleGateway (Web site), 314
biblical Christianity, 3, 315
biblical prophecy

audience considerations, 315
compared to other Scripture, 314–315
conditional prophecy, 317
context for verses, 314
cultural challenges, 313
Daniel’s 70 weeks prophecy, 51–55
defined, 4, 40, 43
fulfilled prophecy as prototype, 316–317
Old Testament, 46–59
Olivet Discourse, 55–59
original meaning, 315
as Revelation background, 43–46
stages of fulfillment, 317
style considerations, 313, 316
timelines and fulfilled prophecy, 317
translation challenges, 313–314

Black Death, 167
black horse, four horsemen of the

Apocalypse, 94, 166–167
blessings/beatitudes/benedictions, 

106, 224, 253, 301
blood

fresh water into blood, 182, 189, 234
as high as a bridle, 226
red horse, four horsemen of the

Apocalypse, 94, 166
robes washed in blood of Lamb, 174, 256,

295–296
trumpet plague of, 187–188
water into blood, seven bowls, 234

bodily resurrection, 112, 259, 266, 269
Bonaparte, Napoleon (French emperor), 

219, 237

326 The Book of Revelation For Dummies 

26_045213 bindex.qxp  3/14/08  8:05 PM  Page 326



book of life, 16, 137, 154, 263–265, 320
books of Bible, 2–3. See also specific books of

the Bible
books of deeds, 263–265
bow and white horse, four horsemen of the

Apocalypse, 94, 165–166
bowl judgments, 320. See also seven bowls of

wrath
bride of the Lamb, 239, 249, 320
bright morning star, Jesus as, 298–299
building materials, new Jerusalem, 286
Bunyan, John (author), 280

• C •
Caligula (Roman emperor), 29–30, 217, 242
canon, 113
CE (common era), 3
censer thrown, and seven trumpets, 183–184
characters, symbolism in, 96–98
Charlesworth, James H. (author), 3
cherubim, 231
chiasm, 122
chiliasm, 320, 323
Chimera, 193–194
Christianity and Christians

defined, 3
fate intertwined with Israel, 31
historical, 3, 315
Jesus as the Anointed One, 103–104
Messiah, views of, 164
the 144,000, 175–177
persecution, 31–33, 84–85, 111, 126, 170
at time of John, 31–32

chronological snobbery, 24
chronology. See timelines
church age, 70, 320. See also seven churches,

messages to
City of God (Augustine), 280
classic (full) preterist view, 56–57, 76–77
Claudius (Roman emperor), 29–30
Clement of Alexandria (church father), 36
Cloister Apocalypse (illustrated manuscript),

278
codex, 153
commendation, message to seven 

churches, 120
commentary, Bible, 314
Commentary on the Apocalypse (Swete), 46

common era (CE), 3
Communion (Lord’s Supper), 109, 157, 219
concurrent judgments, 160
condemnation, message to seven 

churches, 120
conditional prophecy, 317
conservative idealist view, 79
Corinthians, book of, 150, 279
covenant

defined, 320
Old Testament, 40, 108, 115, 229–230, 269

creatures, four living, 151–152, 228
Croesus (Sardisian king), 136
cross-reference systems, in Bible, 315
crowns (diadems), 207–208, 214, 320
crucifixion, 52–54, 82, 116, 179, 316
The Crucifixion of Christ (painting, 

Dali), 179
cubes, 285–286
cultural challenges of Scripture, 313
Cyrus the Great (Persian king), 54, 136, 

215, 245

• D •
Dali, Salvador (artist), 179
Daniel, prophet and book of

apocalyptic imagery, 89, 102
appearance of God (physical), 144
Egypt, deliverance from, 45–46
End Times in, 49
“human-like figure,” 113–114
Last Judgment, 263
mark of the beast, 215
non-disclosure command, 196
Olivet Discourse, 57
“one like the Son of Man,” 114
preterist view, 83
prophecy in, 49
Second Coming, 110
70 weeks of, 51–55, 146
ten horns of Babylon, 243
Tribulation, 146
Tribulation timeline, 202

Daniel (Old Testament figure), 49
Dante Alighieri (author), 263
Darby, J. N. (theologian), 66, 320
Darius (Persian king), 54, 136, 215, 245
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darkness
plague of, 182, 189–190
seven bowls, 235–236

dates. See also timelines
authorship of Revelation, 35–37
conventions, 3

David (Jewish king), 298
Day of the Lord. See also End Times

imminence of, 292–293
sixth seal, cosmic disturbances, 161–163,

170–173
as symbol, 93–95

Dead Sea, 289–290
Dead Sea Scrolls, 150, 173, 209
death

crucifixion, 52–54, 82, 116, 179, 316
end of, in new Jerusalem, 282
green horse, four horsemen of the

Apocalypse, 94, 167
second death, 121, 266, 312, 324
termination of, 266

Deborah (prophetess), 237
deification of Roman emperors, 28–30, 

37, 126
demonic army and seven trumpets, 

182, 192–194
desolating sacrilege, 57
Destroyer, 191
Deuteronomy, book of, 296
devil, as Satan name, 258
diadem, 207–208, 214, 320
Diaspora, 31
Dionysius, Temple of (Philadelphia), 138–139
Dionysius (third century pope), 25–26, 

28, 320
dispensationalist view

Daniel’s 70 weeks prophecy, 52–54
defined, 66, 320
futurist view, 66, 70–71
at Millennium, 269–270
rapture, 307

The Divine Comedy (Dante Alighieri), 263
divine judgment, voice of, 232
document 4Q174 (Midrash on the Last 

Days), 209
“dogs,” 296
Domitia (mother of Roman emperor), 

207–208
Domitian (Roman emperor), 28–30, 32–33,

36–37, 107, 166, 170, 242, 320
Don Giovanni (opera, Mozart), 263

Doomsday, 251. See also Millennium
dove, 295–296
doxology, 109, 252, 320
dragon

beast that speaks like, 216–217
red, 17, 93, 98, 208, 210–213
as Satan name, 258
Satan’s capture and release, 258
of the sea, 214–216

dual fulfillment of prophecy, 47
dualism, 102–103

• E •
eagle, 93, 98, 151–152, 210
earth. See also seven bowls of wrath

harvest of earth and grapes, 224–226
land, plagues on, 182, 188
new heaven and earth, 17, 273–284
new Jerusalem as, 278–279
ruler of the kings of the earth, Jesus 

as, 109
Satan travels to four corners of, 260–261
sun scorches the earth, 234–235

earthquake, 36, 197, 201, 238
economic market collapse in Babylon,

248–249
ecumenical council, 267–268
Egypt

plagues of, 182, 184–185, 187–190, 234
pregnant woman as, 207

elders. See 24 elders
Elijah (Old Testament figure), 199, 307
Eltakim (Philadelphia head steward), 139
End Times. See also mark of the beast (666);

Millennium
Babylon, significance of, 310–311
eschatology, 305
four horsemen of the Apocalypse, 308
imminence of, 292–293
in Isaiah, book of, 47–48
lake of fire, 257, 266–268, 312, 322
in Old Testament, 47–50
rapture, 307–308
seal symbolism, 306
Tribulation, 306–307
trumpet symbolism, 306

Enoch I, prophet and book of, 148, 151, 199,
206–207, 274, 307

Enumah Elish, 150, 214
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Ephesians, book of, 79, 281
Ephesus, church at

admonitions to, 128
Artemis and silver industry, 126
chiasm (order of letters), 122
church age, 70
city overview, 127–128
as era in dispensationalist view, 124
location of, 33
message overview, 15
and Nicolaitans, 129
promises to, 120–121
seven stars and lampstands, 117
virtues and vices in, 125

epistles, 38–39, 41, 320
eras. See also dispensationalist view

date destinations, 3
gospel, 270–271
historical interpretations of Revelation, 65–66
seven churches as, 124

escape from Babylon, 247–248
eschatological trumpets, 187
eschatology, 102, 305, 321
Essenes, 173, 209
eternal gospel, 222
eternal treasure in new Jerusalem, 283
ethical dualism, 102
Eucharist (Lord’s Supper), 109, 157, 219
Eumenes III (Pergamum king), 131, 138
Euphrates River, 192, 232, 236
Eusebius (church father), 36
evaluating interpretive views, 80–85
events, fulfilled prophecy as literal or

symbolic, 81–83
everlasting life, as promise to seven

churches, 120–121
evidence of authorship, 25–26
evil-good dualism, 102
exhortatory purpose, 103–104, 120, 239
Exodus, book of

alternation between heaven and 
earth, 228

appearance of God (physical), 144
covenant with God, 229
Egypt, deliverance from, 44–46, 133
name of God, 108
“one like the Son of Man,” 114
plagues of Egypt and trumpet plagues, 

45, 182, 184–185, 187–190
12 tribes of Israel, 285
24 elders, 150

expiation, 235

expository/explanatory messages, as literary
style, 316

external evidence of authorship, 25–26
eye salve, promise to Laodicea, 142
eyes, of Lamb, 156, 158
eyewitness testimony, Johannine, 26, 199
Ezekiel, prophet and book of

apocalyptic imagery, 89, 102
appearance of God, 144
Babylon, fall of, 247, 250
building materials, 287
described, 48–49, 321
eagle wings, 210
four horsemen of the Apocalypse, 165
Jesus’s lineage, 298
John eats little scroll, 197
measuring temple, 199
new Jerusalem, 288
Tabernacle, 231
24 elders, 150

Ezra (Jewish apocalyptic writing), 279

• F •
faith, John’s call to, 17
faith and works, 265
faithful witness, Jesus as, 108, 255
fall of

Babylon, 93, 95, 222–223, 224–250
Jerusalem, 31, 36, 75, 77, 81, 84, 173
man (sin of Adam and Eve), 182, 239, 290
Roman Empire, 76
Sardis, 136
Smyrna, 129

false messiah, four horsemen of the
Apocalypse, 165–166

false prophets, 216–217, 321
famine, four horsemen of the Apocalypse,

166–167
Fellowship of the Lamb, 213
fig tree, parable of, 58
figurative language, 82, 316
fire

God’s wrath, 223–224, 228–232
gold refined by, Jesus promise to Laodicea,

142
lake of fire, 257, 266–268, 312, 322
as trumpet plague, 187–188

first fruits, and mark of the lamb, 221
first heaven, 274
first Temple, 31, 35, 37, 55–59, 198, 241, 

288, 321
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First-Temple Judaism, 173
firstborn of the dead, Jesus as, 108–109
flood, 192
flood and Noah, 58, 148, 192, 262, 280
flu pandemic, 167
fornication, 240, 247, 296
four corners of the Earth, Satan’s travel to,

260–261
four horsemen of the Apocalypse, 93–94,

162–167, 308, 321
four living creatures, 151–152, 228, 253
free will and scroll left unsealed, 293–297
freedman and the fall of Babylon, 249
fresh water into blood, 182, 189, 234
fulfilled prophecy, 72, 75, 81–83, 316–317
full (classic) preterist view, 56–57, 76–77
fully explained symbols, 92
futurist view

Antichrist, 309
Babylon, 311
chronology of Revelation, 71
defined, 64, 321
evaluating, 80–85
interpretation, 64–73, 80–85
John’s audience, 83–84
judgments, timing of, 71
as literal or allegorical, 64–68
mark of the beast (666), 310
newspaper exegesis, 72
Olivet Discourse, 56–57
overview, 68–69
parallel events, 20–21
pros and cons, 72–73
purpose of Revelation, 68
rapture, 57, 71, 307
on seals, trumpets, and bowls, 233, 306
seven churches, messages to, 70
on sixth trumpet, 193
timeline, 67, 69, 71
timing and immediacy, 83
on Tribulation, 306

• G •
Gabriel (archangel), 51, 151, 321
Galba (Roman emperor), 30, 242
Galen (physician), 132
Garden of Eden, 182, 239, 261, 288–290, 295
gematria, 218
generation, as term in Olivet Discourse, 58–59

Genesis, book of
appearance of God, 144
city creation, 280
Enoch, 148
Garden of Eden, 182, 239, 261, 

288–290, 295
Joseph’s dream, 44
names, importance of, 133
numbers in, 94
river of life, 289–290
shamayim (divisions of heaven), 274
tree of life, 44, 290, 295

gentiles, 23, 31, 175, 321
glass, martyrs and God’s final wrath, 228–232
glorified humans and 24 elders, 150
Gnosticism, 103
God

appearance (physical), 144
appearance of (theophany), 116, 183–184,

228, 281, 324
in Christianity, 3
for guidance, and symbolism, 91
living with, in new Jerusalem, 281–282
names of, 3, 108, 140, 183, 255
as omniscient, 154
as reason to read Revelation, 12
reasons for prophecy from post-Exodus

messages, 46–47
Revealing plans to Jesus, 13–14
sealed scroll, opening, 153–158
self-authenticating word of, 291–292
seven churches, greetings to, 108
and seven trumpets, 185–186
Tabernacle for, 231
throne of, 144–152
as trinity (three persons), 108, 158, 219
Word of God, Jesus as, 255

God-breathed, Revelation as, 41
“God is love” interpretation, 314
Gog and Magog (G&M) coalition, 260–262
gold, 142, 286
golden bowls. See seven bowls of wrath
good-evil dualism, 102
Gorbachev, Mikhail (world leader), 219
gospel (message)

Apostles as guardians of, 285
as changing the world, 96, 269–271
defined, 321
era, 270–271
eternal, 222
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grace, 301
paradox of, 173
and prophecy, 298
spreading, 55, 70, 94, 255, 269–270
witness and suffering, 111, 139, 199–200

Gospels (books)
defined, 321
four living creatures, 151
John, 25–27, 111, 114, 151, 179, 196, 295
Luke, 23, 41, 89, 123, 151
Mark, 41, 151, 225
Matthew, 55–59, 76, 123, 151, 156, 211–212
Second-Temple Judaism, 172
synoptic, 115, 163, 324
three angels proclaiming, 222
Transfiguration, 115

grace, 264–265, 294, 301, 321
grapes, harvest of, 224–226
The Grapes of Wrath (Steinbeck), 226
great multitude, 174
great prostitute, Babylon as, 239–244,

249–250
Great Tribulation. See Tribulation
great white throne judgment, 262–266
Greek

alpha-omega, 284, 294
Hellenism, 136–138
as language of Revelation, 35
pregnant woman as, 207
in Revelation, 25
translation challenges of Scripture, 313–314

green horse, four horsemen of the
Apocalypse, 94, 167

guardian angels, 123
guilds, 134, 139

• H •
Hades, 94, 167, 266, 321
hail, 187–188, 238
Hallelujah, 252–253
Hammurabi (Babylonian king), 245
harlot, Babylon as, 239–244, 249–250
Harmagedon, 237
harvest of earth and grapes, 224–226
head steward, 139
heaven. See also seven seals; seven trumpets

defined, 321
Enoch’s view, 148
Jesus’s keys to, 116
John’s vision of, 144–152

new heaven and earth, 17, 273–284
new Jerusalem as, 278–279
as reason to read Revelation, 12
Second Coming, 254–257
shamayim (divisions of heaven), 274
silence of, preceding seven trumpets, 

93, 95, 183
war in (Armageddon), 12, 16–17, 236–239,

257, 319
heavenly court, 149–152
heavenly hosts, 158
Hebrew Scripture, 25, 313–314
Hebrews, book of, 114–115, 231
hell, 116, 266–268, 322
Hellenism, 136–138
Herod the Great, 288
Herodotus, 136
high priestly prayer, 295
hills of Babylon, 241
historical Christianity, 3, 315
historical text, as literary style, 316
historicist view

Antichrist, 309
Babylon, 311
defined, 64, 73, 322
evaluating, 80–85
interpretation, 64–66, 73–75, 80–85
John’s audience, 83–84
as literal or allegorical, 64–67
mark of the beast (666), 310
overview, 73–74
pros and cons, 74–75
purpose of Revelation, 73–74
on seals, trumpets and bowls, 193, 

233, 306
timeline, 67, 74
timing and immediacy, 83
on Tribulation, 306

The Histories (Herodotus), 136
Holy of Holies, 182, 202–203, 286, 322
Holy Spirit, 108, 229
hope, as reason to read Revelation, 12
horns, of Lamb, 156, 158, 216–217
horsemen of the Apocalypse, 93–94, 162–167,

308, 321
Hosea, prophet and book of, 29, 298
Hussein, Saddam (Iraqi president), 223
hybrid idealist view, 79
hymns, 109, 152, 230, 252–253, 320
Hyroeades (Persian soldier), 136
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• I •
idealist view

Antichrist, 309
Babylon, 311
conservative, 79
defined, 64, 78, 322
evaluating, 80–85
hybrid, 79
interpretation, 64–66, 78–85
John’s audience, 83–84
liberal, 79
as literal or allegorical, 64–67
mark of the beast (666), 310
pros and cons, 79–80
purpose of Revelation, 79
on seals, trumpets, and bowls, 193, 

223, 306
timeline, 67, 78
timing and immediacy, 83
on Tribulation, 306

Ignatius (bishop), 33
immanence (omnipresence), 175
immediacy and timing, 83, 148, 160
imminence of Second Coming, 292–293
imperator, 242
imperial cult, 130, 132–133, 137, 139, 

216, 322
imprimatur, 110
“in the Spirit” experiences of John, 

19, 41, 112
indirectly explained symbols, 92
infidelity, 279
initiating vision, 111
insets (vignettes) of Revelation, 15–18, 20
inspiration (of Scripture), 41, 322
interlude

seven bowls, 238–239
seven seals, 163, 173–178
seven trumpets, 194–201
as vignettes of Revelation, 15–18, 20

internal evidence of authorship, 25–26
interpretation. See symbolism and

interpretation
invisible-visible dualism, 102
invocations and invitations from Jesus,

299–300
Irenaeus (bishop of Lyons), 24, 33, 129, 

151, 218
iron scepter, male child with, 208
Isaac, E. (translator), 3

Isaiah, prophet and book of
appearance of God (physical), 144
Babylon, fall of, 223, 240, 246
Day of the Lord, 236
described, 171–172, 322
Egypt, deliverance from, 45
End Times, 47–48
grape harvest, 225–226
Jesus’s lineage, 298
on Messiah, 277
messianic prophecies, 47–48, 277
new heaven and earth, 276–277
Philadelphia, church at, 139
Tabernacle, 231
Transfiguration, 115
24 elders, 150

Israel
Babylon captivity in Daniel, 51–55
Egypt, deliverance from, 45–46
fate intertwined with Christianity, 31
Passover Lamb, 156–157
as tribe, 176
trumpets in, 186–187, 199
12 tribes of, 176, 285, 287

• J •
Jacob (Old Testament patriarch), 176
James, Apostle, 24, 115
Jenkins, Jerry (author), 66, 147, 307
Jeremiah, prophet and book of, 50, 165, 247,

250, 298
Jerome (church father), 36
Jerusalem

Daniel’s 70 weeks prophecy, 51–55
fall of, 31, 36, 75, 77, 81, 84, 173
First-Temple, 31, 35, 37, 55–59, 198, 241, 

288, 321
measuring the Temple, 197–199
new, and Second Coming, 140, 230, 277–282,

296–297, 323
as new city from sky, 277–282
new Jerusalem, 140, 230, 323
Second-Temple, 172, 198, 228, 241, 288
two witnesses, 200–201

Jesus. See Lamb; specific topic
The Jewish War (Josephus), 226
Jews. See Judaism and Jews
Jezebel, Thyattira’s false prophetess 

as, 135
Joachim of Fiore (theologian), 65
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Joel, prophet and book of, 45, 51, 225, 
238, 322

Johannine, defined, 322. See also John
(author of Revelation)

John (author of Revelation)
audience for, 83–84, 297
as author of Revelation, 13, 23–28, 34–37,

116–117
commission to write, 24–28, 112–113,

116–117
as divine communication, 41, 105
and Gnosticism, 103
historical times of, 28–34
identification of, 106, 111
“in the Spirit” experiences, 19, 41, 112
Old Testament references, 44–46
persecution warnings, 111
rapture, 145–149
scroll, eating of, 17
symbolism (semainein), 87–88
time of Revelation authorship, 34–37
Transfiguration, 115

John, Gospel of
four living creatures, 151
Jesus as friend, 295
Jesus as “Son of Man,” 114
non-disclosure command, 196
self-identification of, 111
seventh seal, 179
voice in, 25–27

Johannine epistles, 24–25
John the Baptist (New Testament figure), 200,

317
Jordan River, 236
Joseph (Old Testament figure), 44
Josephus (Jewish historian), 77, 166, 

226, 242
Joshua (prophet), 55, 115, 187, 199
Jubilees (Jewish apocalyptic writing), 279
Judaism and Jews

appearance of God (physical), 144
Messiah, views of, 164
Passover, 44, 156–157, 230
persecution of Christians, 31–34, 107
sacred scriptures, 3
Second-Temple Judaism, 172–173
during the time of John, 31–32

Judgment Day, 262–266
judgments, views of, 71–72, 75. See also seven

bowls of wrath; seven seals; seven
trumpets

Julius Caesar (Roman emperor), 242
Justin Martyr (church father), 24, 269

• K •
Kennedy, John F. (U.S. president), 84
keys to heaven and hell, 116
Kierkegaard, Søren (philosopher), 263
King James Version (KJV) Bible, 257
King Jesus. See Millennium
“King of kings and Lord of lords,” 256
kingdom, 111
Kings I, book of, 144
kings of Babylon, 241–242
Kissinger, Henry (world leader), 219

• L •
LaHaye, Tim (author), 66, 147, 213, 307
lake of fire, 257, 266–268, 312, 322
Lamb. See also seven bowls of wrath; seven

seals; seven trumpets
blood of, and Passover, 44, 156–157, 230
bride of, 239, 249, 320
covenant made at Calvary, 229–230
as eternal judge, 294
marriage supper of, 252–254
as master of universe, 158
Millennial reign of, 259
new name of, 140
robes washed in blood of, 174, 212, 256,

295–296
Second Coming, 300–301
slain for sins, 156
slaughter of, 156

land, plagues on, 182, 188
Laodicea, church at

admonitions to, 141–142
apostasy, 36
chiasm (order of letters), 122
church age, 70
city overview, 140–141
as era, in dispensationalist view, 124
location of, 33
message overview, 15
promises to, 120–121, 142
seven stars and lampstands, 117
virtues and vices in, 125

last judgment, 251, 322. See also Millennium
“The Last Judgment” in Sistine Chapel

(Michelangelo), 263
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last will and testament, scroll as, 
153–154, 265

The Late Great Planet Earth (Lindsey), 147
Law and the Prophets, 199
leaders, as mark of the beast (666), 219
Left Behind series (LaHaye and Jenkins), 66,

147, 213, 307
Leviticus, book of, 156, 160
Lewis, C. S. (author), 206
lex talionis (law of retaliation), 234
life, river of, 289–290
life, tree of, 44, 290, 295
light sources, plague on, 182, 189–190
Lindsey, Hal (author), 147
lineage of Jesus, 297–298
linear story timelines, 19–20
lion, four living creatures, 151–152
Lion of Judah, Jesus as, 155
literacy, and messages to seven 

churches, 120
literal description, 82
literal interpretive views, 64–68
literary style of Scripture, 316
Little Apocalypse (Olivet Discourse), 

48, 53–59, 163–164, 323
liturgy, 109
living water, 283
locust-demons, plague of, 182, 190–191
The Lord of the Rings (Tolkien), 98
Lord’s Supper, 109, 157, 219
Luke, Apostle and Gospel, 23, 41, 89, 

123, 151
Luther, Martin (theologian), 25, 65
Lysimachus (Greek general), 129

• M •
Maccabaeus, Judas (Jewish leader), 55
man, four living creatures, 151–152
manna, 133
Marduk (Babylonian God), 150, 214
Mark, Apostle and Gospel of, 41, 151, 225
mark of the beast (666)

Antichrist as beast of the sea, 214–216
described, 217–220, 309–310, 322
false prophet, 216–217
and Nero, 35, 37
Revelation 13, 93, 98, 213–220
three angels warning of God’s wrath,

223–224

market collapse in Babylon, 248–249
marriage, symbolic, 252–254, 279–281
Martyr, Justin (church father), 85
martyrs

fifth seal, 162, 169–170
Jesus as, 108
persecution of Christians, 31–33, 84–85, 111,

126, 170
reign of the Lamb, 259
as symbol, 93

Mary, pregnant woman as, 208
Masoretes, 257
matter-spirit dualism, 102
Matthew, Apostle and Gospel of, 55–59, 76,

123, 151, 156, 211–212
measuring the temple, 197–199
megacity, 280
Megiddo, 236–239, 319
Men Karou (Laodicean god), 141
messages. See seven churches, 

messages to
Messiah, 47–48, 155–156, 164, 277, 323
metanarrative, Bible as, 44
Michael (archangel), 151, 209, 211–212, 323
Michelangelo (artist), 263
Middle Ages, 65, 67, 73, 76, 167, 233
Midrash on the Last Days (document 4Q174),

209
midtribulation rapture, 71, 147–148, 307, 323
Millennium

amillennialism, 270–271
dawning of, 258–259
described, 16, 311, 323
dispensationalism, 269–270
Judgment Day, 262–266
Lamb’s reign, 259
parallel events, 20–21
postmillennism, 271–272
premillennism, 264, 268–269
Satan’s capture and release, 258–261
as symbol, 93, 95–96

Mishnah, 173
money and talent, parable of, 58
monotheism, 185
moral dualism, 102
morning star, promise to Thyattira, 135
Moses (prophet)

alternation between heaven and 
earth, 228

Ark of the Covenant, 203
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covenant with God, Mount Sinai, 40, 108,
115, 144, 229–230

Egypt, deliverance from, 45, 133
prophecy of, 59
Tabernacle, 231
trumpet of, 186
as witness, seven trumpets, 97, 155, 199–200

Mount of Olives, 53–59, 163–164, 323
Mount Sinai, 183–184, 228, 285
Mount Zion, 220–222, 280
mourning ends, in new Jerusalem, 282
Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus 

(composer), 263

• N •
nakedness, 239
names

of God, 3, 108, 140, 183, 255
importance of, 133
for Jesus, 108–109, 140, 255–257
new, promise to seven churches, 133, 140
of Satan, 258

Narnia series (Lewis), 206
Nebuchadnezzar (Babylonian king), 204, 210,

215, 245–246, 250, 280, 288
Nehemiah (Old Testament figure), 52, 198
Nephilim (human-demon construct), 192
Nero redivivus legend, 218
Nero (Roman emperor), 29–30, 32, 35, 37, 78,

107, 166, 170, 199, 218, 242
Nerva (Roman emperor), 30
new heaven and earth, 17, 273–284
new Jerusalem, 140, 230, 277–282, 

296–297, 323
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) Bible,

2, 88
New Testament. See also Gospels; specific

books of
and physical appearance of God, 144
covenant, 229
epistle style of writing, 38–39
as metanarrative, 44
symbols connecting with Old 

Testament, 91
voice of, 34

New York Herald-Tribune, 168
newspaper exegesis, futurist view, 72
Nicolaitans, 129

Nicolaus (proselyte), 129, 133
Nile River, 235
Nimrod (Babylon founder), 245
nineteenth century interpretation, 66–67
Nixon, Richard (U.S. president), 219
Noah (Old Testament figure), 58, 148, 192,

262, 280
nobility and the fall of Babylon, 249
Notre Dame, four horsemen of, 168
numbers, 94
Numbers, book of, 144, 299
nymphaeum, 141

• O •
obedience, John’s call to, 17
odeum, 141
Old Covenant, 40
Old Testament. See also specific books of

Babylonian captivity, 48–55
covenant, 40, 108, 115, 144, 229–230
Daniel’s 70 weeks prophecy, 51–55
defined, 3
as metanarrative, 44
Mount Sinai, 183–184
Olivet Discourse, 55–59
oracles, 120
Passover Lamb, 156–157
prophetic writings, 5, 38, 46–59
as Revelation background, 43–46
symbols connecting with New 

Testament, 91
The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha (Isaac, E.

and Charlesworth, J. H.), 3
Olivet Discourse, 48, 53–59, 163–164, 323
omega, 284, 294
144,000 cubits of new Jerusalem, 285–286
144,000 (great multitude), 93, 97, 174–177,

220–221
“one like the Son of Man,” 93, 96–97, 113–115
1,000-year reign of Jesus, 259, 270–271
Onias III (Jewish high priest), 55
oracles, 120
oral tradition, and message to seven

churches, 120
Origen (church father), 36, 65, 267–268
orthodox (historical) Christianity, 3, 315
Otho (Roman emperor), 30, 242
ox, four living creatures, 151–152
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• P •
pain ends, in new Jerusalem, 282–283
pale green horse, four horsemen of the

Apocalypse, 94, 167
papacy (office of the pope) as the Antichrist,

65, 73, 218–219
Papias (church father), 269
parable of the sower, 225
parallel events, 20–21
parchment, 131
parentheses (vignettes) of Revelation, 15–18,

20
Parousia, 169. See also Second Coming
partial preterist view, 56–57, 76–77
partial-tribulation rapture, 148
Passover, 44, 156–157, 230
Passover Lamb, 156–157
pastoral admonition/exhortation, seven

churches, 120
Patmos, Island of, 13, 32, 106, 111, 323
Paul, Apostle, and epistles of

on angel decorum in worship 
services, 123

on archangels, 151
Babylon, fall of, 247
on barbarians, 138
books of deeds, 264–265
eternal gospel, 222
expelled from Ephesus, 126
idealist view, 79
language of, 34
mark of the beast (666), 216
new heaven and earth, 276
new Jerusalem, 279–280, 288
non-disclosure command, 196
the 144,000, 174, 176
Parousia, 169
on Patmos, 32, 111
post-tribulation rapture, 147
on rapture, 307
Second Coming, 292
seven churches, 33, 36
temple of God, 198
as witness, seven trumpets, 199

peace, removal, four horsemen of the
Apocalypse, 94, 166

people of God, pregnant woman as, 207
Pergamum, church at

chiasm (order of letters), 122
church age, 70

church at, and admonitions to, 132–133
city overview, 130–132
as era, in dispensationalist view, 124
message overview, 15
and Nicolaitans, 129
promises to, 120–121, 133
seven stars and lampstands, 117
virtues and vices in, 125

persecution of Christians, 31–33, 84–85, 111,
126, 170

Peter, Apostle
end of old world, 275
new heaven and earth, 276
new Jerusalem, 288
the 144,000, 175
on Patmos, 32
Transfiguration, 115
as witness, seven trumpets, 199

Petra, 212
Pharisees, 173, 209
Philadelphia, church at

admonitions to, 139–140
chiasm (order of letters), 122
church age, 70
city overview, 138–139
as era, in dispensationalist view, 124
location of, 33
message overview, 15
promises to, 120–121, 140
seven stars and lampstands, 117
virtues and vices in, 125

Philippians, book of, 280
Philo the Jew (writer), 185
The Pilgrim’s Progress (Bunyan), 280
pillars in Temple of God, 140
plague

of darkness, 182, 189–190
Egyptian, compared to seven trumpets, 45,

182, 184–185, 187–190
four horsemen of the Apocalypse, 167
on fresh water, 182, 189
on land, 182, 188
on light sources, 182, 189–190
of locust-demons, 182, 190–191
on seas, 182, 188
seven trumpets, 182, 188–191
of sores, seven bowls, 234

plain text, symbolism to enhance, 89–90
Plymouth Brethren Church, 320
poetry, as literary style, 316
pope, and mark of the beast (666), 218–219
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portents, 229
postmillennialism, 96, 271–272, 311, 323
post-tribulation rapture, 147
prayer preceding seven trumpets, 183
predestination, 174–175
prediction and prophecy, 40–41
pregnant woman, 17, 93, 98, 205–213
preliminary events, 162
premillennialist view

described, 65, 311, 323
Millennium, 264, 268–269
parallel events, 20–21
rapture, 307

preterist view
Antichrist, 309
Babylon, 311
Christian persecution, 84–85
classic (full), 56–57, 76–77
defined, 64, 75, 323
evaluating, 80–85
interpretation, 64–66, 75–78, 80–85
John’s audience, 83–84
as literal or allegorical, 64–67
mark of the beast (666), 310
Olivet Discourse, 56–57, 76–77
partial, 56–57, 76–77
pros and cons, 77–78
on seals, trumpets and bowls, 193, 

232, 306
timeline, 67, 75
timing and immediacy, 83
on Tribulation, 306

pretribulation rapture, 71, 146–147, 270–271,
307, 323

pre-wrath rapture, 148
priests, believers as, in doxology, 109, 

252, 320
Promised Land, 46
promises to seven churches, 120–121, 133,

137, 140, 142
prophecy. See also specific topics

defined, 4, 38, 323
dual fulfillment challenge, 47
as literary style, 316
Old Testament, 46–59
purpose of, 40–41
seven churches, messages to, 120

prophesy (verb), 4
“prophetic year,” 53
prophets. See specific Biblical prophets
prophets, false, 216–217, 321
proselyte, 129

Protestant Reformation, 65–67
prostitution, 239–240, 247, 296
Psalms, book of, 155–156, 208, 292, 298
Psammetichus (Egyptian pharaoh), 210

• Q •
Queen Babylon, 246–248
Qumran, Dead Sea Scrolls, 173, 209

• R •
Rabbinic Judaism, 173
Ramses II (Egyptian pharaoh), 185, 256
rapture, 71, 84, 145–149, 307–308, 324
rebellion, Jewish, 31, 35
recto of scroll, writing on, 155
red dragon, 17, 93, 98, 208, 210–213
red horse, four horsemen of the Apocalypse,

94, 166
Red Sea, 236
Reformation, 65–67, 233
relativism, 315
religio illicita/licita, 130
Renaissance-era interpretation, 65, 67
resurrection, 112, 259, 266, 269
retaliation, law of (lex talionis), 234
Revelation, book of

audience for, 39, 83–84, 297
basic structure, 13
historical interpretations, 64–66
Old Testament references, 44–46
overview, 12–18
reasons to read, 12
symbol decoding, 121
timeline, 19–21
vignettes, 15–18, 20

Revelation 1
apocalypticism and dualism, 101–103
commission to John to write, 24–28,

112–113, 116–117
doxology, 109
exhortatory purpose, 103–104
John’s visions, 110–113
“one like the Son of Man,” 93, 96–97,

113–116
overview, 13–14
prologue, 104–106, 121
Second Coming announcement, 110
seven churches, 106–109
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Revelation 2, seven churches, 120–122,
127–135

Revelation 3, seven churches, 15, 120–122,
140–142

Revelation 4, heaven and throne of God,
144–152

Revelation 5, seven seals presentation, 93,
153–158, 160

Revelation 6, seven seals, breaking first six,
160–170

Revelation 7, seven seal interlude, 173–178
Revelation 8

seven trumpets, 182–183, 188–190
seventh seal, opening, 16, 178–179

Revelation 9, seven trumpets, 182, 190–194
Revelation 10, seven trumpets, 15–16, 93, 97,

194–197
Revelation 11, seven trumpets, 182, 197–203
Revelation 12, pregnant women and red

dragon, 205–213
Revelation 13, mark of the beast (666),

213–220
Revelation 14

harvest of earth and grapes, 224–226
Lamb and the 144,000, 220–221
three angels with three messages, 222–224

Revelation 15, God’s final wrath, preparation
for, 228–232

Revelation 16, seven bowls, 232–239
Revelation 17, Babylon as great harlot,

239–244
Revelation 18, Babylon’s fall, 244–250
Revelation 19, Second Coming, 252–257
Revelation 20

great white throne judgments, 262–266
Millennium, dawning of, 258–259, 268–272
Satan’s release, 260–261

Revelation 21
new heaven and earth, 206, 273–284
new Jerusalem, 284–288

Revelation 22
angels, avoidance of veneration, 293
concluding passages, 297–301
Garden of Eden, return to, 288–290
God’s word as self-authenticating, 291–292
imminence of Second Coming, 292–293
scroll, left unsealed, 293–297

Ribera, Francisco (theologian), 66
river of life, 289–290
robes washed in blood of Lamb, 174, 212, 256,

295–296

Roman empire. See also Babylon
emperor deification, 28–30, 37, 126
fall of Babylon, 223
four horsemen of the Apocalypse, 94,

166–167
persecution of Christians, 31–34, 107
as setting for John’s authorship, 28–31,

35–37
trumpets in, 186–187

Romans, book of, 127
Root of David, Jesus as, 155
ruler of the kings of the earth, Jesus as, 109
Russian Gog and Magog, 262

• S •
Sadducees, 173, 209
salvation, 174–175, 264–268, 294
Samuel 2, book of, 298
sanctioned religion, 130
Sardis, church at

chiasm (order of letters), 122
church age, 70
city overview, 135–137
as era, in dispensationalist view, 124
location of, 33
promises to, 120–121, 137, 154
seven stars and lampstands, 117
virtues and vices in, 15, 125

Sargon I (Assyrian king), 245
Satan. See also mark of the beast (666); seven

bowls of wrath; seven trumpets
Antichrist, 53, 94, 165–166, 214–216, 309
defined, 258
dualism, 103–104
in Garden of Eden, 182, 239, 261
Millennial capture and release, 182, 258–261
red dragon and pregnant women, 17, 93, 98,

205–213
throne of, 131–132

scales and black horse, four horsemen of the
Apocalypse, 94, 166–167

scarlet beast of Babylon, 240–243
scepter, male child with, 208
Scripture. See also Bible

audience considerations, 315
compared to other Scripture, 314–315
conditional prophecy, 317
context for verses, 314
cultural challenges, 313
defined, 40
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fulfilled prophecy, 316–317
futurist view, 72
God’s appearance in, 144
Law and the Prophets, 199
original meaning, 315
style and translation considerations,

313–314, 316
scroll(s). See also seven seals

as book of destiny, 154–155
Dead Sea Scrolls, 150, 173
eating, by John, 17
as last will and testament, 153–154, 265
left unsealed, 293–297
little, and angel, seven trumpet interlude,

194–197
as symbol, 93

sea, 214, 234, 275, 277
sea, beast of the, 214–216
seal judgments, 16, 324
seals, 93–94, 306. See also seven seals
seas, plague on, 182, 188
Second Coming

Armageddon clean-up, 257
avoiding angel veneration, 253–254
defined, 324
as “good news,” 164
Hallelujah, 252–253
imminence of, 292–293
John’s announcement of, 110
of Lamb, 300–301
post-tribulation rapture, 147
seventh seal, 163, 178–179
white horse with armies of heaven, 252,

254–257
second death, 121, 266, 312, 324
Second Esdras, book of, 103
second heaven, 274
second Temple, 172, 198, 228, 241, 288
Seleucus I (Greek king), 133
self-authenticating word of God, 291–292
semainein, 88
Sennacherib (Assyrian king), 256
Septuagint, 25, 88
seraphim, 231
serpent, 182, 208, 213, 258
Seutonius (historian), 170
seven, as number, 94, 160
seven angels and seven bowls, 228–232
seven archangels, 151
seven bowls of wrath

as apocalyptic imagery, 160
bowl 1, plague of sores, 234
bowl 2, sea water into blood, 234
bowl 3, fresh water into blood, 234
bowl 4, sun scorches the earth, 234–235
bowl 5, darkness, 235–236
bowl 6, battle at Megiddo, 236–239
bowl 7, earthquake and hail, 16, 229, 238
futurist view, 233
historist view, 233
idealist view, 233
interlude, 238–239
post-tribulation rapture, 147
preterist view, 232
scope of, 161
sixth seal, and Day of the Lord, 161
as symbol, 93, 95, 306
voice of divine judgment, 232

seven churches, messages to. See also
specific churches

angelic commission to John, 112–113,
116–117

apocalyptic imagery, 89
apostasy, 36
basic structure of each letter, 120–121
chiasm (order of letters), 122
church at, and admonitions to, 134–135
city overview, 133–134
to date Revelation, 13–14, 35–37
early, view of John’s authorship, 27–28
encouraging, through Revelation, 33–34
as era, in dispensationalist view, 124
futurist view, 70
greetings to, 106–109
interpretation, and early views, 65, 67
Jesus’s power, 121
Johannine relationship, 26
location of, 33
order of messages, 122
overview, 14–15
rapture of John, 146
as real or symbolic, 124
as Revelation audience, 13–14, 26, 35–37,

90–91, 121, 297
structure of each letter, 120–121
virtues and vices in, 125

seven eyes of Lamb, 156, 158
seven flaming torches, 150
seven heads on red dragon, 17, 93, 98, 208,

210–213
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seven kings of Babylon, 241–242
seven lamps, 149
seven lampstands, 117, 121
seven menorahs, 113–114
seven seals

interlude in opening, 163, 173–178
Lamb, presentation of seals by, 153–158
mid-tribulation rapture, 148
opening first six seals, 93–94, 160–170
scope of, 161
seals 1–14, four horsemen of apocalypse,

162–167
seal 5, martyrdom, 162, 169–170
seal 6, Day of the Lord and cosmic

disturbances, 161–163, 170–173
seal 7, Second Coming, 16, 163, 

178–179, 182
seven spirits of God, 108, 149–151
seven stars, 117, 121
seven trumpets

censer thrown, 183–184
Egyptian plagues, compared to, 45, 182,

184–185, 187–190
interlude, 194–201
interpretation challenges, 185–186
mid-tribulation rapture, 148
overview, 181, 182–187
role of trumpets, 186–184
scope of, 161
silence and prayer preceding, 183
sixth seal, and Day of the Lord, 161
as symbol, 93, 95, 306
symbolism of, 306
trumpet 1, plague on land, 182, 188
trumpet 2, plague on seas, 182, 188
trumpet 3, plague on fresh water, 182, 189
trumpet 4, plague on light sources, 182,

189–190
trumpet 5, plague of locust-demons, 182,

190–191
trumpet 6, demonic army, 182, 192–194
trumpet 7, holy of holies, 182, 202–203

sexual immorality
adultery, 279
fornication, 240, 247, 296
prostitution, 239–240, 247, 296

shamayim (divisions of heaven), 274
Sharkalisharri (Babylon founder), 245
Shekinah, 232
Sibylline Oracles, 242–243

sickle, to harvest, 224–225
silence of heaven, 93, 95, 183
silver industry in Ephesus, 126
Similitudes of Enoch, 113
sin, 109, 156, 235, 252, 320
Sistine Chapel frescoes (Michelangelo), 263
six, as symbol, 94
666. See mark of the beast (666)
slaves and the fall of Babylon, 249
Smyrna, church at

admonitions to, 129–130
chiasm (order of letters), 122
church age, 70
city overview, 128–129
as era, in dispensationalist view, 124
location of, 33
message overview, 15
promises to, 120–121, 133, 137, 140, 142
seven stars and lampstands, 117
virtues and vices in, 125

social class and the fall of Babylon, 249
Solomon (Jewish king), 231, 288
“Son of Man, one like the,” 93, 96–97, 113–115
Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice, 150
sores, plague of, 234
spirit-matter dualism, 102
spirit of church, messages to seven churches,

123
spiritual view. See idealist view
Star Wars metaphor for God, 154
stars, 117, 121, 189–190, 298–299
Steinbeck, John (author), 226
StudyLight (Web site), 314–315
style in Scripture writing, 313–314, 316
successive judgments, 160
suffering ends, in new Jerusalem, 282–283
Sulpicius Severus (historian), 170
sun scorches the earth, 234–235
Swete, H. B. (author), 46
symbolic view. See idealist view
symbolism and interpretation. See also

biblical prophecy
apocalyptic imagery, 89
to capture attention, 90
to enhance plain text, 89–90
John’s notice that writings will include

(semainein), 87–88
major symbols, 92–96
reasons to use, 88–92
seven trumpet challenges, 185–186
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significant characters, 96–98
timeline, 65, 67
transition phrases, 20–21
turning to God for guidance, 91
unity reinforcement, 90–91

synoptic Gospels, 115, 163, 324

• T •
Tabernacle, 203, 282, 286
Tacitus (historian), 170
Talbot, Louis (author), 212
Talmud, 173
Tanak, 3
taunt songs, 247
Temple

of Artemis (Ephesus), 127–129
of Dionysius (Philadelphia), 138–139
first, 31, 35, 37, 55–59, 198, 241, 288, 321
measuring, 197–199
in new Jerusalem, 287–288
second, 172, 198, 228, 241, 288
temple of the tent of witness, 231
of Zeus (Pergamum), 131

Ten Commandments, 203
ten virgins, parable of, 58
theodicy, 186
theophany, 116, 183–184, 228, 281, 324
Thessalonians, book of, 84, 111, 146, 151, 

216, 307
third heaven, 274
throne of God, 144–152
throne room

description of throne, 145
four living creatures, 151–152
heavenly court, 149–152
hymn to “someone” on throne, 152
Lamb in, 158
the 144,000, 93, 97, 174–177
rapture, 145–149
Second Coming, 252–257
seven spirits, 150–151
throne of God, 144–152
trumpets, silence and prayer preceding, 93,

95, 183
24 elders, 149–150, 152

Thutmose III (Egyptian Pharaoh), 185, 237
Thyatira, church at

admonitions to, 134–135
chiasm (order of letters), 122
church age, 70

city overview, 133–134
as era, in dispensationalist view, 124
location of, 33
message overview, 15
promises to, 120–121, 135
seven stars and lampstands, 117
virtues and vices in, 125

Tiamat (sea monster), 214, 216
Tiberius (Roman emperor), 29–30, 129, 242
Tigris-Euphrates River Valley, 192
timelines

Daniel’s 70 weeks prophecy, 51–55, 324
fulfilled prophecy, 317
futurist view, 67, 69, 71
historicist view, 67, 74
idealist view, 67, 78
interpretation, 65, 67
Old Testament prophecy, 46–59
preterist view, 67, 75
of Revelation, 19–21

timing and immediacy, 83, 148, 160
Titus (Roman emperor), 29–30, 35, 242
Tobit, book of, 287
Tolkien, J. R. R. (author), 98
traditional view of Daniel’s 70 weeks

prophecy, 54
trade guilds, 134, 139
transcendence of God, 175
Transfiguration, 115
transition phrases, 20–21
translation challenges of Scripture, 313–314
transubstantiation, 218
treasure in new Jerusalem, 283
tree of life, 44, 290, 295
Tribulation

Christian persecution, 84–82
deliverance from, 16, 147
described, 306–307, 321, 324
great multitude, 177
John’s vision of heaven, and rapture, 146
pregnant woman and red dragon, 205–213
rivers drying up, 236
second Temple, 172
seven trumpets, 182
timeline in book of Daniel, 202

Trinity, 108, 158, 219
trumpet, role of, 186–184
trumpet judgment, 324. See also seven

trumpets
12, new Jerusalem, 285–287
12 Apostles of the Lamb, 285
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12 tribes of Israel, 176, 285, 287
twentieth/twenty-first century interpretation,

66–67
24 elders

Hallelujah, 253
seventh trumpet, 202–203
as symbol, 93, 97
throne room, 149–150, 152, 174

two witnesses, seven trumpets, 93, 97, 197,
199–201

Tyconius (church father), 65
Tyrimnos (Thyatira god), 134

• U •
unexplained symbols, 92
unity reinforcement through symbolism,

90–91
unsanctioned religion, 130
universalism, 267–268

• V •
van Eyck, Jan (artist), 157
verses, 2–3, 314
verso of scroll, writing on, 155
Vespasian (Roman emperor), 29–30, 242
Victorinus (church father), 36
vignettes of Revelation, 15–18, 20
Virgin Mary, pregnant woman as, 208
virgins, parable of, 58
virgins and virtue, and mark of the 

lamb, 221
visible-invisible dualism, 102
visions of John. See specific topics
Vitellius (Roman emperor), 30, 242
voice, Johannine, 25–27
voice of divine judgment, 232

• W •
war in heaven (Armageddon), 12, 16–17,

236–239, 257, 319
water

Babylon on, 240, 243–244
flood and Noah, 58, 148, 192, 262, 280
fresh water into blood, 182, 189, 234
living water, 283
sea, 214, 275, 277
water of life, 299–300

Web sites for Bible commentary, 314–315
wedding, symbolic, 252–254, 279–281
Westminster Confession of Faith (Church of

England), 219
white horse

four horsemen of the Apocalypse, 94,
165–166

Second Coming, 254–257
white robe

Jesus’s promise to seven churches, 
137, 142

robes washed in blood of Lamb, 174, 212,
256, 295–296

white stones, Pergamum promise, 133
white throne judgment, 262–266
whore of Babylon, 239–244, 249–250
will, scroll as, 153–154, 265
wings of a great eagle, 93, 98, 210
wise servant, parable of, 58
witnesses

Jesus as faithful witness, 108, 255
seven trumpet interlude, 93, 97, 197,

199–201
temple of the tent of witness, 231

Wonderful Counselor, Jesus as, 257
Word of God, 255, 291–292
works and faith, 265
Wormwood (star), 189
worship, as literary style, 316

• X & Y •
Xerxes (Persian king), 245
year-day principle, historicist view, 74, 75

• Z •
Zechariah, prophet and book of

apocalyptic imagery and literary style, 27,
89, 102, 316

defined, 50, 324
End Times in Jerusalem, 238
four horsemen of the Apocalypse, 46, 164
Jesus’s lineage, 298
measuring temple, 198
Second Coming, 110

Zerubbabel (witness), 199
Zeus, Temple of (Pergamum), 131
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