
• A •
Aaron (Prophet), 339
Aawj, 217
Al-Abadillah (companion of

Muhammad), 94
Ibn Abbas (companion of Muhammad),

94, 95
Abduh, Muhammad (scholar), 103, 128
Abdullah ibn Al-As (companion of

Muhammad), 94
Abdullah ibn Umar (companion of

Muhammad), 94, 95
ablution, 174–175, 176
abortion, 205, 294
Abraham (Prophet)

advice to father, 225–226
details added to life of, 75
Ka’ba and, 19
as Muslim, 121
pilgrimage and, 186
reason and, 125, 313
story of, 50–51, 120–122
testing of, 121–122
view of, 69

Abrahamic faiths
covenant of God and, 73
divine laws and, 67–69
historical narrative and, 70–71
Jesus, view of, 77
Mary, view of, 76
Muhammad, view of, 75–76
overview of, 65
prophetic stories and, 69–70, 73–75

reforming laws and, 72
reforming rituals and, 72
unity of God and, 67
view of, 65–66

abrogating passages, 90–92, 281
Abu Bakr (Caliph)

Ali and, 104
Book and, 28
death of Muhammad and, 27, 315
election of, 305
inaugural speech of, 244
Tafsir and, 94
teachings of, 277

Abu Hanifa, An-Nu’man Thabit 
(jurist), 270

Abu Lahab, wife of, 290
accountability of deeds, 13, 18
Adam (Prophet)

Eve and, 284–286
finding in Koran, 339
human nature through, 129–130
Jesus compared to, 126
message of Koran and, 12
sin of, 198

Adhan, 172, 173–174, 331
adoption, 205–206
adultery, 197–198, 269–270
After Jihad: America and the Struggle 

for Islamic Democracy (Noah
Feldman), 308

Afterlife, 25
Ahl’ al-Kitab. See People of the Book
Ahl Dhimmah, 251, 331
Ahmad, 331. See also Muhammad

(Prophet)

Index
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Aisha (wife of Muhammad), 89
Akhira, 331
alcohol, ban on. See also intoxicants

Muslims in secular lands and, 164
in pre-Islamic Arabia, 23, 24
reasons for, 209
use as medicine and, 204

Alhambra Productions Web site, 327
Ali, Abdullah Yusuf, The Holy Qur’an:

English Translation of the Meanings
and Commentary, 57, 321–322

Ali (Caliph), 104–105, 251, 280
Alim, 331
Allah, 109–110, 314, 331
almsgiving

balance and, 235
giving alms, 183, 252
as pillar of faith, 19, 23, 338
receiving alms, 184–185

American Muslims: Bridging Faith and
Freedom (Muqtedar Khan), 308

Amilina ‘alayha, 184
Amin, 54
angels. See also Gabriel (Angel)

belief in, 18
functions of, 141
heaven and, 145
Salam and, 179

animals, 138, 140, 189–190
An-Naasara, 148
Ansar, 331
Approaching the Qur’an

(Michael Sells), 325
Aqida, 331
ibn Arabi, Muhyi al-Din (interpreter), 98
Arabia, pre-Islamic, 23
Arabic language

Koran as standard for, 15, 311–312
preservation of, 32, 56
reverence for, 53

studying, 326
translations of, 56–57
transliterations, 2–3
triliteral roots of, 54–55

Arafah, 189
arrangement of Surahs, 38
arrogance, 202, 208, 248
arts, 298–299
Asad, Muhammad, Message of the Koran,

57, 97, 322
Aslamiyyah, 293
As-Salaamu’Alaykum, 331
associating partners with God, 149, 

209, 226
Astrolabe Web site, 327
astrology, 134
audience of Koran, 16–17
authenticity of Koran, 311–312
Awilya’, 156
Ayah, 331
Ayat (verses)

definition of, 2
general and specific, 88–89
interpreting from viewpoint of laws,

86–88
about Muhammad, 159–163
structure of, 37–38

Ayoub, Mahmoud M., The Qur’an and 
its Interpreters, 324

Aziz, wife of, 289–290

• B •
baatin, 86, 88
baby, soul of, 199
backbiting, 195, 196, 206
al-Badawi, Mostafa, The Majestic 

Quran, 322
balancing worldly and spiritual in

society, 234–235
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Al-Baqara, 38
Basit, Abdul (reader), 323
Batin, 331
Battle of Yamama, 27
bearing witness to truth, 237–238
Becca, 186, 331
bees, 138
belief, six pillars of, 17–18
believers as audience of Koran, 16
Bible, view of, 66
Bid’a, 332
Big Bang Theory, 134–135
Al-Birr, 153, 226, 250
birth control, 294
Bismillah, 332
Book. See Koran
bridal gift, 219, 229
brotherhood of man, 241–243
Al-Bukhari, Ismail (collector 

of Hadith), 261
business

ethics of, 206, 301
women and, 291–292, 294

• C •
calendar, Islamic, 135
Caliph, 244, 332. See also specific Caliphs,

such as Abu Bakr
calligraphy, 35–36
Carlyle, Thomas (historian), 312
Center for the Study of Islam and

Democracy Web site, 308
change through God’s mercy, 193
chapters, 2. See also Surahs
charity, 185, 211–212, 336
chastity, 196, 223–224
children

inheritance and, 228
parental responsibilities to, 227

raising righteous, 224–225, 226–227
responsibilities toward parents,

225–226
Children of Israel

Jesus and, 127
Moses and, 124–125

Christianity. See also Abrahamic faiths;
Bible, view of; People of the Book

status of Jesus in, 149–150
view of, 318–319

citizens
obligations of, 246
responsibilities of Islamic government

toward, 245
rights of, 247–249

Clark, Malcolm, Islam For Dummies, 2
Cleary, Thomas, The Essential Koran, 323
cloud formations, 137
collecting Surahs as book, 27–28
community, building. See also

Islamic law
almsgiving and, 183
bearing witness to truth and, 237–238
enjoining good and forbidding evil,

238–240, 246
middle path and, 233–237
prayer and, 172
Ramadan and, 182
rope of God and, 240–243

contentment, 211
controversial passages on interfaith

relations, 153–156, 318–319
Cook, Michael, The Koran: A Very Short

Introduction, 325
creation

patterns of, 134
story of, 198

crescent moon symbol, 315
The Criterion, 14
criticism of Hadith, 262
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crucifixion, 77, 128
cutting hair, 190

• D •
David (Prophet)

fasting of, 182
finding in Koran, 339
Goliath and, 274
Sheba and, 74

Da’wa, 332
Day of Judgment

accountability on, 13
angels and, 141
belief in, 18
description of, 143–144
intercession and, 112–113
Meccan phase of revelation and, 25
mountains and, 137
Muhammad on, 165
Pharaoh and, 51
pilgrimage and, 189
rain as parable for, 137
Satan and, 142
souls and, 200
Wudu and, 175

death, 200
debate in society, 257, 303–304
deception, 207
declaration of faith, 19, 170
Deen, 332
Deen Al-Fitrah, 199
defaming another, 195
democracy

holding officials responsible in, 305–306
liberty and, 306–307
overview of, 302–303
resources on, 308
rule of law between citizenry and God,

debating, 303–304

social equality and, 307–308
Western versus Islamic, 304
will of people, elections, and, 305

dhahir, 86, 88
Dhikr, 212–213
Dhimmies (Ahl al-dhimmah), 251, 331
diacritical marks, 29–30, 34–35
dialects of Koran, 25, 28–29
The Dictionary of the Holy Qur’an

(Abdul Mannan Omar), 326
dietary laws, 204, 260
dignity, 247
disabled, honoring, 248
disbelief, Koranic concept of, 17
discrimination, 249, 251, 301
diversity, respect for, 152–153, 241
Divine. See God
divine law. See Islamic law
divine signs, moral narrative through, 47
divorce, 229, 293. See also marriage
“Domestic Terrorism in the Islamic Legal

Tradition” (Sherman Jackson), 268
dress

modesty and, 223–224, 307
for pilgrimage, 187

Dua’, 179
Dunya, 332

• E •
ears, 194–195
ease, law of, 259
economic model, 300–301
education

for children, 227, 245
for women, 292

elections, 305
Elias (Prophet), 339
Elisha (Prophet), 339
Enoch (Prophet), 339
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equality
human rights and, 247
of mankind before God, 240–241
social, 307–308
social rights based on, 249
of women, 284–290, 319

Esposito, John
Islam and Democracy, 308
Unholy War: Terror in the Name 

of Islam, 282
The Essential Koran

(Thomas Cleary), 323
eternal nature of God, 111
ethical principles

armed struggle and, 277
honor, preserving, 206–207
life, preserving, 204–205
lineage, preserving, 205–206
overview of, 14, 203
property, preserving, 206
religion, preserving, 203–204
Shariah, 264–265
warfare, 102, 155, 248, 275

Eve (wife of Adam), 130, 284–286
Even Angels Ask (Jeffery Lang), 325
evil. See also penal code; Satan

fighting against, 12–13, 142–143, 274
forbidding, 238–240, 246
Jihad and, 252–253

extremes, avoiding, 236–237
eyes, 195–196, 224
Ezekiel (Prophet), 339

• F •
faith. See also Abrahamic faiths; religion

declaration of, 19, 170
freedom of, 254
hardship as condition of, 236
pillars of, 17–19
rejecters of, 17, 151, 202

false testimony, 270
falsehood, 207
family. See also children; marriage

God-consciousness and, 215–216
laws dealing with, 260
overview of, 215
preservation of, 270, 299
spouse, searching for, 216–217
women, work, and, 292

Faqih, 332
Fardh, 332
al-Faruqi, Ismail Raji, Islam and 

Other Faiths, 156
fasting

applications of, 89
outside Ramadan, 182
as pillar of Islam, 19
purpose of, 180–182
reform of, 72

fatalism, 316–317
Al-Fatihah, 176
Fatwa/Fatawah, 257, 332
fear of wrath of God, 234
Feldman, Noah, After Jihad: America 

and the Struggle for Islamic
Democracy, 308

Fiqh, 257, 332
Fi’r Riqab, 184–185
Fi-sabili ‘llah, 185
Fitna, 332
Fitrah, 199, 332
Five Pillars of Islam, 18–19
forbidden actions, 265
Forbidden Tree, 284
forgiveness, 118, 189, 210–211
fornication, 197–198, 269–270
free trade, 300–301
freedom

of choice, 152
of faith, 254
of religion, 275–276, 307
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freedom (continued)

as right of citizenship, 245, 247–248
of worship, 251, 302

funeral prayer, attending, 242
Fuqaha’, 257
Fuqara, 184

• G •
Gabriel (Angel)

Hagar and, 188
Mary and, 126
Muhammad and, 22, 24, 162

gambling, 209, 258
generosity, 118, 166
al-Ghamdi, Saad (reader), 323
Al-gharimin, 185
Al-Ghazali (jurist and theologian), 61
al-Ghazali, Muhammad (A Thematic

Commentary on the Qur’an), 103, 325
ibn Ghazali, Zain (interpreter), 99
God. See also unity of God

as Allah, 109–110, 314, 331
associating partners with, 149, 209, 226
attributes of, 113–117, 150, 212
balanced approach to, 234
extending covenant of, 73
as having son, 127
judgment and, 149
knowing, 117–119
Koran as revelation from, 9
love of, 316
mercy of, 145–146, 165, 193, 234, 316
Muhammad on, 165–166
narrative told from perspective of,

62–63
nature and, 134
nature of, 110–113
oaths of, 60
punishment of, 165

reckoning of, 165
relationship with, 166
teaching children about, 226
women in service to, 286–287
worship and service to, 11
wrath of, 146, 234

God-consciousness
creating with prayer, 171
family and, 215–216
fasting and, 180
overview of, 18
Taqwa, 55

good, enjoining, 238–240, 246
government. See also democracy; 

Islamic state
Islamic law and, 266
in religion, 239

gradual law, 102
gratitude

for favor, showing, 242
to God, showing, 171, 181

group prayer, 172, 173
guidance

divine, interpretation and 
application of, 257

to spiritual path, 12, 13–14
Guidance, Book of, 13–14
guilt, admission of, 270

• H •
Hadith

divine Will and, 160
Isnad, 262
levels of authenticity of, 262–263
literary standard of, 312
Matn, 262
overview of, 15, 27, 261–262
Sunnah and, 261–263

Hadith Qudsi, 198, 332
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Hadr, 34
Hafidh/Huffadh, 31–32, 332
Hafsa (wife of Muhammad), 28
Hagar (wife of Abraham), 186, 188
hair, shaving or cutting, 190
Hajj, 19, 332. See also pilgrimage
Halaal, 332
Hanafi School of Law, 270–271
Hanbal, Ahmad Ibn (jurist), 272
Hanbali School, 272
handling Koran, 30–31
hands, 196–197
Haq, 247
Haraam, 332
hardship as condition of faith, 236
head-covering, 69
The Healing, 16
hearing, 194–195
heart, spiritual

ears, tongue, and, 194–195
eyes and, 195–196
gates to, 194
hands, legs, and, 196–197
as part of self, 191–193
purifying, 212–213
sexual organs and, 197–198
sin and, 199
stomach and, 197

heaven, 144–145
hellfire, 145, 201
Hifdh, 332
high treason, punishment for, 267
Hijab, 69, 333
Hijra, 164, 333
Hirabah, 267
historical narrative, 70–71
The Holy Qur’an: English Translation 

of the Meanings and Commentary 
(Yusuf Ali), 57, 321–322

honey, 138

honor
interaction and, 207, 213
preserving, 152, 206–207, 259, 299
rights and, 247–248

hope in God’s mercy, 234
horse, wild, and rider analogy, 192–193
house chores, 292
Hud (11), 49
Hud (Prophet), 50, 339
Hudood, 333
human beings. See also vicegerent role

angels and, 141
as audience of Koran, 16
caretaker role of, 139–141
Divine and, 118
guides for, 11–12
nature and, 139–140
role of, 11, 100, 131, 296
as servants of God, 111
status and nature of, 128–130

human rights, 299–300
humility, 226
hunting, 140
Huqquq, 247
al-Hussary (reader), 323
Hutchinson, Uthman, 

The Majestic Quran, 322
hypocrisy, 208, 318–319
hypocrites

as audience of Koran, 17
Medinan Surahs and, 26

• I •
Ibada, 333
Iblis. See Satan
Ibnu ‘Sabil, 185
Ibrahim. See Abraham (Prophet)
idle talk, 195
al-Ifasi, Mishari (reader), 323
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Ihram, 187
Ihsan, 18, 226, 298, 333
Ihtisab, 333
Ijaza, 257
Ijma’, 263
Ijtihad, 257, 333
Ikhtilaf, 257, 333
Ikhwan al-Muslimeen, 99
ill

honoring, 248
visiting, 242

Imam
advice to, 235
Sunni versus Shi’ite tradition, 

104–105, 333
talking with at local mosque, 329

Iman, 17–18, 333
immigrants and hosts, relationship

between, 26
imminence of God, 118
immortality, deceptive quality of, 130
In the Shade of the Qur’an (Qutub), 

103, 324
infanticide, 205
“infidel”, 154. See also Kafir
influence of good company, 214
inheritance, laws of

Islamic laws and, 228–229
kinship ties and, 48
modernists and, 300
women and, 291

Injil, 66, 126, 333
injustice, 208. See also justice
innocent until proven guilty concept, 248
Insha’Allah, 213, 333
insulting another, 195
intellect, preserving, 259
interaction and honor, 207, 213
intercession, 112–113
interfaith relations, controversial

passages on, 153–156, 318–319

interpretations of text. See also Tafsir;
translations

abrogating passages, 90–92, 281
circumstances of revelation and, 90
classic works of, 96–98
companions of Muhammad and, 94–95
comparing, 324–325
controversial passages on interfaith

relations, 153–156, 318–319
differences of opinion, basis of, 82
diversity of, 3
general and specific applications, 88–89
inner meanings, 88
key terms of, 82–84
Mawdudi and, 99–101
muhkamat or clear verses, 85, 86–88
mutashabihat or figurative verses,

85–86, 88
outer meanings, 86–88
out-of-context, 153–154
overview of, 81
post-colonialist, 98–103
qualifications of interpreter, 

checking, 323
Qutub and, 101–103
Shi’ite, 105–106
in successive generations, 95
teaching of, 84
translations as, 56–57

intimacy in marriage, 222–223
intoxicants. See also alcohol, ban on

reasons for prohibition on, 209
struggle against as Jihad, 253
successive stages of prohibition on,

154, 258
invitation, accepting, 242
Iqra, 10
Iraq, interpreters from, 95
Isa. See Jesus (Prophet)
Isaac (Prophet), 339
Ishmael (Prophet), 75, 120, 186, 339
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Islam. See also Islamic law; Islamic state
almsgiving in, 19, 23, 183–185, 338
as complete way of life, 164
concept of, 12
declaration of faith in, 19, 170
definition of, 10, 333
fasting, 19, 72, 89, 180–182
Five Pillars of, 18–19
Ottoman Empire and, 98
pilgrimage, 19, 186–190
prayer, 170–180
preservation of, 203–204
six pillars of belief, 17–18
triliteral roots of, 55
as universal faith, 147, 315

Islam and Democracy (John Esposito and
John Voll), 308

Islam and Other Faiths (Ismail Raji 
al-Faruqi), 156

Islam For Dummies (Malcolm Clark), 2
Islamic Art Network, 36
Islamic Bookstore Web site, 327
Islamic Brotherhood, 239
Islamic law. See also penal code; Shariah

Abrahamic faiths and, 67–69
ease, law of, 259
everyday, 68
family and, 260
Fridays and, 72
government and, 266
gradual, 102
Hanafi School of Law, 270–271
Hanbali School, 272
inheritance and, 48, 228–229, 291, 300
Islamic state and, 244
Malike School of Law, 271
Muhammad and, 10
necessity, law of, 301
overview of, 255
principles of, 259–260

purity and, 72, 213–214
Qital and, 279
religious practice in, 260
remission, law of, 266
sexual relations, unlawful, 269–270
Shafi’i School of Law, 271
social equality and, 307–308
Sunnah and, 261–263
Women’s rights in, 290–291

Islamic movement and Qutub, 101–103
Islamic state. See also democracy

concept of, 113
failures of, 282
non-Muslims in, 249–252, 278
obligations of citizens in, 246
political identity, forming, 244–245
responsibilities of, 245
rights of citizens in, 247–249
warfare and, 253–254

Isnad, 262, 334
Israliyat, 84, 96
Itifaq, 257

• J •
Jackson, Sherman, “Domestic

Terrorism in the Islamic Legal
Tradition”, 268

Jacob (Prophet), 339
Jahannam. See hellfire
Jahil, 334
Jahiliyya, 99, 101–102, 334
Jamaat Islami, 99
Jamarat, 189
Jammat, 172
Jannah, 334
Jesus (Prophet). See also Mary 

(mother of Jesus)
birth of, 287
foretelling of Muhammad and, 75–76
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Jesus (Prophet) (continued)

Gospel and, 66
status of, 149–150
story of, 125–128
on Torah, 66
unity of God and, 127
views of, 77

Jihad. See also Qital
as armed struggle, 102, 253–254,

273–278
definition of, 12, 252, 317, 334
forms of, 273
Islamic law and, 279
practicing, 214
Qutub and, 102
as struggle against evil, 252–253
in today’s world, 280–282
triliteral roots of, 55

Jinns, 142, 202, 334
Jizya tax, 252, 278, 334
Job (Prophet), 339
John the Baptist (Prophet), 339
Jonah (Prophet), 339
Joseph (Prophet), 74, 289–290, 339
journal, 57, 326
Jtihad, 264
Judaism, 148, 318–319. See also

Abrahamic faiths; People of the
Book; Torah, view of

judgment, 149
jurisprudence, 257
just retribution, 204, 235, 266–267
justice

economic, 184
establishing, 12–13, 244–245
God’s wrath and, 146
non-Muslim citizens and, 251
revenge and, 280
in society, 235

Juz’, 39–40, 334

• K •
Ka’b Al-Quradi (interpreter), 95
Ka’ba

Abraham, Ishmael, and, 19, 120
Muhammad and, 334
pilgrimage and, 186, 188

Kafir
as rejecter of faith, 17, 151, 334
Satan as, 202
as ungrateful, 318

Kalaam, 334
ibn Kathir, Ismail

as interpreter, 96
Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 324

Khadija (wife of Muhammad), 22, 292
Khalifa, 334
Khan, Muqtedar, American Muslims:

Bridging Faith and Freedom, 308
ibn Al-Khattab, Umar. See Umar (Caliph)
Al-Khidr (sage), 123
Khilafat, 100
kindness, 166, 179, 225, 250
kinship ties, 48
Kitab, 334
Kital, 253
knowing God, 117–119
knowledge, divine, 113
Koran

audience of, 16–17
dialects of, 25, 28–29
divine creation of, 22
handling, 30–31
meaning of, 10
names of, 13–16
printing of, 29–30, 31
as revelation from God, 9
self-preservation of, 58
as standard for Arabic language, 

15, 311–312
themes of, 11–13
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The Koran: A Very Short Introduction
(Michael Cook), 325

Kufr, 57, 334
Kursi, 88

• L •
Lailatul’ qadr, 21
Lang, Jeffery

Even Angels Ask, 325
Struggling to Surrender, 325

language, 84. See also Arabic language
laws. See also Islamic law

abrogation and, 91–92, 281
divine, 113, 164
ethical principles and, 203
interpreting verses from viewpoint of,

86–88
in Koran, 258–260
man-made moral, 102
moral narrative through, 47–48
secular, 164
specification of, 92
transgression and, 209

leader, selecting, 244, 246
leadership of family, 220–222
legislation, 306
legs, 197
letters, disjointed or mysterious, 61–62
liberation, war of, 254
liberty, 306–307
life

preserving, 204–205, 259
purpose of, 131

life, leading good
discouraged behaviors, 207–209
encouraged behaviors, 210–212

Light upon Light, 12
lightning, 137
lineage, preserving, 205–206, 259, 270
listening to recitation, 323

literary style
disjointed or mysterious letters, 61–62
muhkamat or clear verses, 60–61, 85,

86–88, 335
mutashabihat or figurative verses, 

60, 85–86, 88, 335
non-historical narrative form, 63, 71
nonlinear, 312–313
oaths, 60
overview of, 57–59
perspective, 62–63
sayings, 59
simile, 59

Lot (Prophet), 50–51, 340
Lot, wife of, 290
love of God, 316
lowering of eyes, 224
Luqman (sage), 226, 313

• M •
maasum, 120
Madyan, People of, 51
Mahr, 219, 229
The Majestic Quran (A. H. Murad, 

M. al-Badawi, and U. Hutchinson), 322
Makruh, 334
Malaikah, 334. See also angels
Malik ibn Anas (jurist), 271
Maliki School of Law, 271
man/mankind. See human beings
Mansoukh, 335. See also abrogating

passages
marriage

as basis of family, 219–220
bridal gift, 219
divorce, 229, 293
forced, 216, 218
harm to, 270
intimacy in, 222–223
leading family, 220–221
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marriage (continued)

obeying and rebelling within, 221–222
with People of the Book, 250
polygamy, 218
protecting family, 221
providing for family, 220
restrictions on, 217–218
rights and responsibilities in, 220
sexual relations and, 197–198
spouse, searching for, 216–217
women and, 293

martyrdom, 279–280
Mary (mother of Jesus), 76, 126, 286–288
Masakin, 184
Mash’Allah, 213
Masum, 74
materialism, 211
Al-mathani, 38
Mathl, 335
Matn, 262, 335
Al-Mawdudi, Abdul

as sayyid, interpreter, 99–101
Towards Understanding the Qur’an, 

99, 101, 324
meals, 197, 250
The Meaning of the Glorious Koran

(Mohammed Pickthall), 57, 322
meat, forbidden, 197
Mecca

Abraham and, 75
description of, 335
interpreters from, 95
pilgrimage to, 19

Meccan Surahs, 24–25
Medina, 95, 335
Medinan Surahs, 24–25, 26
memorization, 26–27, 29, 31–32
mercy

of God, 145–146, 165, 193, 234, 316
of Muhammad, 161–162
showing to others, 166
in society, 235

message of prophets, 119
Message of the Koran (Muhammad Asad),

57, 97, 322
messengers, 119, 127
middle path between spiritual and

worldly, 233–237
Millat, 335
Mina, 189
Minaret (think tank), 302
al-Minshawi (reader), 323
miracles of Jesus, 126–127
misconceptions of Koran

as authored by Muhammad, 311–312
as claiming God for one people, 315
as devaluing women, 319
as discouraging interfaith dialogue and

cooperation, 318–319
as espousing polytheism, 314–315
as incoherent and unorganized,

312–313
on meaning of Jihad, 317
as portraying God as wrathful and

unloving, 316
as preaching fatalism, 316–317
as void of reason, 313–314

Al-mi’un, 38
moderation, 192, 233–237
modernity

arts and, 298–299
economics, free trade, and, 300–301
human rights and, 299–300
modern culture compared to, 295–296
morality, secularism, and, 301–302
reform of laws and, 308
Rida (interpreter) and, 103
science and, 298
social progress and, 296–297

modesty
elements of, 211
honor and, 206
lowering eyes and, 196, 224
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public, and dress, 223–224
teaching to child, 227

moon, function of, 135–136
moon god, 314
moral narrative

conclusion of, 51–52
history and, 71
as non-historical form, 63
presentation of, 46
of shorter Surahs, 52
through divine signs, 47
through laws, 47–48
through stories of past, 48–51

moral relativism, 14, 301–302
Moses, mother of, 288
Moses (Prophet)

appearance in Koran, 313
Children of Israel and, 124–125
magic and, 125
Muhammad compared to, 70, 122
Pharaoh and, 51, 124, 240
story of, 122–125
Torah and, 66

mosque, visiting, 329
mother, position of, 225, 285
Mothers of the Believers, 94
Mount Arafah, 19
mountains, 137
Muadhin, 173
Mu’allafati Qulubuhum, 184
Mubah, 335
Mufasir, 83
Al-mufassal, 38
Mufti, 335
Muhajir, 335
Muhammad (Prophet). See also Hadith;

Sunnah
on achieving nearness to God, 198
on animals, 140
on backbiting and slandering, 196

Cave of Hira and, 22
on charity, 185
companions of, 94–95
compared to Abraham, 75
compared to Moses, 70, 122
death of, 93–94
divorce and, 293
on evildoers, 239
as example, 161, 163–165
on excess in matters of religion, 236
on family, 216
“Farewell Sermon”, 241
on fasting, 181
fasting of, 182
first word revealed to, 10
Gabriel and, 22, 24
on God, 165–166
on heart, 193
on Jihad, 273
as last prophet, 15, 162
on leadership, 246
mercy of, 161–162
mission of, 160–161
on moderation, 192
proof of prophethood of, 14–15
prophecy of, 75–76
rebuke of, 248
revelation and, 21, 311–312
role of, 10–11
as Seal of prophets, 162–163
as servant of God, 160
on speech, 195
Sunnah Salat and, 179
transmitting revelation to community,

26–27
on treatment of neighbors, 243
verses about, 159–163
on virtue, 166–167
wives of, 94
on women, 285
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muhkamat or clear verses, 60–61, 85,
86–88, 335

Muhsin, 298, 335
Mujahid (interpreter), 95, 319
Mumin, 54, 335
Munafiq, 335
Murad, Abdal Hakim, The Majestic 

Quran, 322
Murad, Khurram, The Way to the 

Quran: A Guidebook for Studying 
the Quran, 325

murder, 235, 266–267
Musa. See Moses (Prophet)
Mushrikun, 154
Muslim

Arabic language and, 53
definition of, 12, 19, 54, 148, 335
population of, 20
Shi’ite, 104–106, 337
as state of being, 201–202
Sunni, 104–105, 257, 337
talking to, 328

Muslim Brotherhood, 99
Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (collector of

Hadith), 261
Muslim Women’s League, 294
The Muslim World, 268
Mustalah al-hadith, 262
mutashabihat or figurative verses, 

60, 85–86, 88, 335
Mu’tazali theology, 106
Muttaqi, 336
mutual consultation. See Shura
mystics. See Sufis

• N •
Naasara, 336
Naasikh, 336
Nabi, 336

Nafs, 191–193, 336. See also souls
Nafs al-Ammarah Bis-sou, 193
Nafs al-Lawwamah, 193
Nafs al-Mutma’innah, 193
names

of children, 227
of God, 113–117
of Surahs, 40–46
of things, Adam and, 129
of women after marriage, 293

Naskh, 336
nature, divine ways of

animals, 138, 140
deep seas, 136–137
humans, 139–140
mountains, 137
overview of, 133–134
patterns of creation, 134
plants, 137–138
sky, 137
stars and planets, 135
sun and moon, 135
universe, creation of, 134–135

Nawawi Foundation, 328
al-Nawawi (scholar), 241
necessity, law of, 301
neighbor, treatment of, 243
Al-Nisaa’ (4), 48
al-Nisaburi, Nizam al-Din (interpreter), 98
Noah (Prophet), 49–50, 340
Noah, wife of, 290
non-Muslims in Muslim lands, 249–252,

278. See also Ahl Dhimmah; Jizya tax
numbers of Surahs, 40–46

• O •
oaths, 60, 242
obedience

to God, 166, 286–287
to parents, 225
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obligations, personal and communal, 264
ocean, 136–137
olive tree, 138
Omar, Abdul Mannan, The Dictionary 

of the Holy Qur’an, 326
opinion, differences of, 257
opposites, Universe as made of, 146
oppression, 242, 274–275
oral tradition. See also memorization;

recitation
Muhammad and, 26–27
Tafsir and, 95
teacher-student relationship and, 32
as way of preservation, 29

Orientalists, 249
original sin, 198
orphans, 23
Ottoman Empire, 98
ownership of God, 112

• P •
Paganism, 319
paradise, 201
Party of Islam, 239
patience

as encouraged behavior, 210
Muhammad on, 166

patterns of creation, 134
pay for work, women and, 292
penal code

murder and, 266–267
overview of, 265–266
spreading of violence and, 267–268
theft and, 268
unlawful sexual relations and, 269–270

People of the Book. See also Christianity;
Judaism

as audience of Koran, 16–17, 147
friendship with, 156, 318

marriage of women from among,
152–153

Medinan Surahs and, 26
relations with, 250–251

permissibility, concept of, 264–265, 
272, 297

Pharaoh, wife of, 288
Pickthall, Mohammed Marmoduke, 

The Meaning of the Glorious Koran,
57, 322

pilgrimage
Abraham and, 186
answering call, 187–188
asking for forgiveness, 189
camping at Mina, 189
death during, 186–187
dressing in humility and equality, 187
hurrying between two hills, 188–189
making sacrifice, 189–190
overview of, 186
as pillar of Islam, 19
stoning Satan, 189
walking around House of God, 188

planets, creation of, 135
plant life, 137–138
poetry, regarding Koran as, 58
political identity for Islamic state,

forming, 244–245
polygamy, 218
polytheism, 149, 314–315
pork, 204
pornography, 253
poverty, 301
prayer. See also Salat; supplication

approaching, 172, 174–175
At-tahiyyat position for, 178
balance and, 235
call to, 172, 173–174
outer and inner meaning of, 175–180
overview of, 170
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prayer (continued)

as pillar of Islam, 19
position of sun and, 136
purpose of, 171–172
Qiyam, 176–177
reform of, 72
Ruku, 177–178
Salam, 179–180
Sujjud, 178
supplementary, 179
Takbir, 176

preservation
of Arabic language, 32, 56
of family, 270, 299
of honor, 152, 206–207, 259, 299
of intellect, 259
of Islam, 203–204
of Koran, 31–32, 58
of life, 204–205, 259
of lineage, 205–206, 259, 270
of property, 206, 247, 259
of religion, 203–204, 259

pretension, 208
priesthood, 257
printing of Koran, 29–30, 31
privacy, 248, 269, 307
The Proof, 14–15
property. See also inheritance, laws of

preserving, 206, 247, 259
protection of, 268
right to own, 249
women and, 291–292

prophecy, 304
prophets. See also specific prophets, 

such as Abraham
agreements among faiths on stories of,

69–70
belief in, 148
as brotherhood of faith, 148
description of, 119–120

differences among faiths on stories of,
73–75

Islamic law and, 261–263
role of, 11–12
as sinless, 74

prose, rhythmic, 58
protecting family, 221
providing for family, 220
Psalms, 74
public benefit, concept of, 259, 297
punishment, collective, 248
purity

controlling passion and, 214
of heart, 193
Islamic law and, 213–214
keeping company with pious people

and, 214
laws of, 72
of Mary, 287
pilgrimage and, 187
prayer and, 171–172, 174–175
remembering divine and, 212–213

Purity of Faith, 110–111

• Q •
Qadi, 336
Qadr, 336
Qalb, 191–193, 336
Qari, 31, 332
Qisas, 266
Qital

to defend human rights and freedom of
worship, 275–276

to defend life and religion, 274–275
definition of, 273, 336
Islamic law and, 279
passage 9:5 and, 276, 278
passage 9:29 and, 278

Qiyam, 176–177, 336
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Qiyas, 264, 336
The Qur’an and its Interpreters

(Mahmoud M. Ayoub), 324
Qur’an and Woman (Amina Wadud), 325
Quraysh dialect, 28
al-Qurtubi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad Abu

‘Abdullah (interpreter), 97, 318–319
Qutub (sayyid, interpreter), 101–103, 324

• R •
racism, 249
Al-Rahman (55), 47
rain, 137
Ramadan

description of, 336
fasting and, 19, 180–182
Juz’ and, 39–40

rape, 269
Rasul, 336
al-Razi, Fakhr al-Din (interpreter), 97
reader as audience of Koran, 17
reason, 313–314
recitation, 33–35
reform of laws, 308
rejecters of faith, 17, 151, 202
relationship with God, 166
religion. See also faith; freedom, of

religion; specific religions
academic study of, 328
avoiding extremes in, 236–237
disagreement about, 251
forced, 247, 251
preserving, 203–204, 259
role of government in, 239

religious diversity, respect for, 152–153
The Reminder, 15
remission, law of, 266
repentance, philosophy on, 54
researching topics, 154, 325–329

respect
for diversity, 152–153, 241
showing to parents, 225
for women, 285

responding in kind, 242–243
responsibilities of brotherhood, 242–243
revelation

beginning of, 22
circumstance of and interpretation, 90
Koran as completion of past, 12
Meccan phase of, 25
Medinan phase of, 24–25, 26
Muhammad and, 21
names and qualities in, 13–16
previous, view of, 65–66
protection of, 21
stages of, 24–25
transmitting to community, 26–27

revenge, 280
reverence for Koran, 9
Riba, 336
Rida, Muhammad Rashid 

(interpreter), 103
righteous children, raising, 226–227
rituals, 131, 169
rope of God

brotherhood of man, 241–243
equality and, 240–241
overview of, 240

Ruh, 191–193, 336
Ruku, 177–178
Ruqu, 336

• S •
Sabians, 148
Sadaqa, 185, 336. See also charity
Sa’ee, 188–189
Sahaba, 83
Saja’, 58
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Salaam, 55
Salam, 179–180
Salat, 19, 183, 336. See also prayer
Salih (Prophet), 50, 340
Salim, 55
Sanders, Peter (photographer), 36
Satan

Adam, Eve, and, 129, 284
purpose of, 142–143
stoning, 189
story of, 202

Saudi Arabia, 84
Sawm, 19, 336
sayings, 59
science

advances in, 297
Koran and, 298
worship of, 134

scribes, 27, 28
Scripture. See Koran
search engine, 154
seas, 136–137
secularism, 301–302
seeking God’s love, 166
self, parts of, 191–193
self reflection, 210
self-defense, war for, 253–254, 274–275
self-restraint, practicing, 214
Sells, Michael, Approaching 

the Qur’an, 325
sexual relations. See also adultery;

fornication
marriage and, 197–198
unlawful, 269–270

Shafi’ (jurist), 264
al-Shafi’i, Muhammad bin Idris 

(jurist), 271
Shafi’i School of Law, 271
Shahadah, 19, 170, 337
Shaheed, 279–280

Shaitan. See Satan
Shariah. See also Islamic law

consensus of scholars and, 263
definition of, 11, 255–256, 337
ethical standards and, 264–265
jurists and, 257, 264
Koran and, 258–260
Medinan phase of revelation and, 26
Muhammad and, 160
overview of, 213–214
prophetic tradition and, 261–263
sources of, 258

shaving head, 190
Sheba (queen), 74, 289
Shia, 337
Shi’ite Muslims, 104–106
Shirk, 102, 209, 337
Shu’aib (Prophet), 51
Shukr, 16
Shura, 221, 304, 305–306
sibling inheritance, 228
simile, 59
simple living, 211
sin

Adam and, 129–130
Christian view of, 71
forbidden action as, 265
harm to marriage and, 270
Muhammad on, 166
original, 198
philosophy on, 54, 77, 130, 198–199
prophets and, 74, 120
rejecting Truth as, 150–151
Satan and, 142

sincerity, 210
Sirat Al-Mustaqeem, 337
Six Pillars of Belief. See Iman
slandering, 195, 196, 206
smoking, 265
social behavior, 260
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social change
Koran and, 12–13, 23, 238
Meccan Surahs and, 25

social equality, 307–308
social progress, 296–297
Solomon (Prophet), 289, 340
souls. See also Nafs

accounting of, 143–144, 200
Day of Judgment and, 200
earthly life and, 199–200
five stages of, 201
grave and, 200
hereafter and, 201
of newborn babies, 199
pre-worldly existence of, 199
sacredness of, 151

Sound Vision Web site, 327
speech, 194–195, 207
spiritual experience

Day of Judgment and, 143–144
heaven and, 144–145
hellfire and, 145

spouse. See also marriage
inheritance and, 228
searching for, 216–217

stars, creation of, 135
stomach, 197
stories of past, moral narrative through

Abraham and Lot, 51–52
Hud, 50
Moses, 51
Noah, 49–50
overview of, 48–49
Salih and people of Thamud, 50
Shu’aib and people of Madyan, 51

structure of Koran
Ayat, 37–38
Juz’, 39–40
nonlinear, 312–313
Surahs, 38

struggle
armed, 102, 253–254, 273–278
against evil, 252–253

Struggling to Surrender (Jeffery Lang), 325
study group, 57, 326
studying Arabic, 326
studying Koran

by comparing interpretations, 324–325
by comparing “translations”, 321–323
by listening to recitation, 323
by reading books, 325–326
by taking class, 328
by talking to Muslims, 328
tips for, 326
by visiting mosque, 329
Web site resources, 327

submission to God
Abraham and, 121
declaration of faith and, 170
as message of Koran, 12
pilgrimage and, 188

Sufis, 98, 123, 337
Sufism, 337
Sujjud, 178, 337
sun, function of, 135–136
Sunnah

description of, 83, 160, 161, 337
as source of Islamic law, 261–263

Sunnah Salat, 179
Sunni Muslims, 104–105, 257, 337
supplication. See also prayer

of Abraham, 120–121
of Adam and Eve, 284–285
for divine knowledge, 113

supporting parents in old age, 225
Surahs (chapters)

collecting as book, 27–28
definition of, 2, 337
early, 23
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Surahs (chapters) (continued)

Meccan, 24–25
Medinan, 24–25, 26
moral narrative of, 46–52
names and themes of, 40–46
overview of, 38
as self-explanatory, 85

al-Suyuti, Jalal al-Din (interpreter), 97–98

• T •
al-Tabari, Ibn Jarir (interpreter), 96
al-Tabarsi, Abu Ali al-Fadl ibn Hasan

(interpreter), 105–106
al-Tabataba’i, Muhammad Husayn

(sayyid, interpreter), 106
Tabi’un, 83
Tafsir. See also interpretations of text

abrogation and, 90–92, 281
Abu Bakr and, 94
classic works of, 96–98
definition of, 82
oral tradition and, 95
Shi’ite Muslim, 105–106
Sunni compared to Shi’ite traditions,

104–105
Tafsir al-baatin, 86
Tafsir al-dhahir, 86
Tafsir al-manar, 103
Tafsir bil-’Ishara, 83
Tafsir bi’l-ra’y, 83
Tafsir bil-riwaya, 94
Tafsir Ibn Kathir (Ibn Kathir), 324
Tafsir madhmum, 83
Tafsir mahmud, 84
Taif, 162
Tajweed, 33, 34
Tajweed Tahqiq, 34
Takbir, 176

Talbiya, 187–188
Taliban in Afghanistan, 236–237
Taqwa, 55, 226, 337
Tarawih, 182
Tartil, 34
Tawaf, 188
Tawba, 54, 337
Tawbah, 213
Tawhid, 25, 337. See also unity of God
Ta’wil, 82
tax on non-Muslims, 252, 278, 334
Ibn Taymiyah, 96
teacher-student tradition and

memorization, 32
teachings, universality of, 162
television, 196
Ten Commandments, 67–68
terrorism, 101, 102, 103
Thamud, People of, 50
theft, punishment for, 268
A Thematic Commentary on the Qur’an

(al-Ghazali), 103, 325
themes. See also moral narrative

of Koran, 11–13
of Surahs, 40–46

theocracy, 303
theology, inclusive, 149–151
Throne of God, 113
thunder, 137
Al-tiwal, 38
tolerance, religious, 307
tongue, 194–195
Torah, view of, 65–66
touching Koran, 30–31
Towards Understanding the Qur’an

(Mawdudi), 99, 101, 324
traffic laws, 259
transcendence of God, 118
transgression, 209
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translations. See also interpretations 
of text

comparing, 321–323
notation on, 32
reading, 56–57

transliteration of Arabic terms, 2–3
transmitting revelation to community,

26–27
travel and waves of ocean, 137
treason, punishment for, 267
Treaty of Hudabiyya, 278
trust in God, building, 171
truth, bearing witness to, 237–238
Truths, 148, 150–151
tyranny, 208

• U •
Udhiya, 189–190
Ulama, 337
Umar (Caliph)

Ali and, 104
as leading by law, 244
on perception of God, 111
preservation of Scripture and, 27, 28

Ummah, 73, 83, 337
Unholy War: Terror in the Name of Islam

(John Esposito), 282
unity of God. See also Tawhid

Abrahamic faiths and, 67
governance and, 304
inclusive theology and, 149
Jesus and, 127
Muhammad on, 165
overview of, 11, 15, 110–111
as pillar of faith, 17–18
teaching to children, 226

universality of teachings, 162

universe, creation of, 134–135
University of Virginia, search engine, 154
usury, 23, 301
Uthman (Caliph), 28, 104
Uthmani version, 28–29

• V •
Verse of the Throne, 111–113
verses, 2, 37–38. See also Ayat
vicegerent role, 131, 139, 296, 304
violence, spreading of, 267–268
virtue, 166–167
voice of narrative, 62–63
Voll, John, Islam and Democracy, 308
vowel marks, 29–30

• W •
Wadud, Amina, Qur’an and Woman, 325
al-Wahidi, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Ahmad

(interpreter), 96
Wahy, 22, 337
Waraqa ibn Nawfal (cousin 

of Khadija), 22
warfare. See also struggle, armed

circumstances of, 253–254
ethics of, 102, 155, 248, 275, 277
laws of, 260

wastefulness, 209, 299
water, 256
waves, 137
The Way to the Quran: A Guidebook 

for Studying the Quran (Khurram
Murad), 325

wealth
test of, 301
women and, 291–292

33 555812 Index.qxd  5/3/04  8:50 AM  Page 361



362 The Koran For Dummies 

Web sites
for buying resources, 327
calligraphy, 36
Center for the Study of Islam and

Democracy, 308
Minaret (think tank), 302
Muslim Women’s League, 294
The Muslim World, 268
Nawawi Foundation, 328
recitations, 323
for studying Koran, 327
Tafsir of Tabataba’i, 106
University of Virginia search 

engine, 154
Zaytuna Institute, 138, 328

winds, 137
wine in pre-Islamic Arabia, 23
women

business transactions and, 294
divorce and, 293
dress and modesty, 223–224, 307
education of, 292
equality of, 249, 284–290, 319
Eve and, 130
head-covering of, 69
health and wellbeing of, 222–223
inheritance and, 228–229, 291, 300
Koranic worldview of, 285, 287–288, 289
laws of purity and, 72
marriage and, 293
as mothers, 225, 285
names of after marriage, 205
in pre-Islamic Arabia, 23
property, business, wealth, and,

291–292
respect for, 285
rights granted to, 290
social and political participation of, 293
work, pay, and, 292, 293

work and women, 292
worldview

of radical groups, 281
structure of Koran and, 313
of women, 285, 287–288, 289

worship
of Muhammad, 160, 315
service to God and, 11, 131, 302

wrath of God, 146, 234
written tradition, 27, 35–36
Wudu, 174–175, 176, 338
Wuquf, 189

• Y •
Yahud, 148, 338
Yum Al’Deen. See Day of Judgment
Yusuf, Hamza (scholar), 327

• Z •
Zabur, 74, 338
Zahir, 338
Zaid bin Aslam (interpreter), 95
Zaid bin Thabit (scribe), 27–28
Zakariya, Muhammad (calligrapher), 36
Zakat

balance and, 235
giving alms, 183, 252
as pillar of faith, 19, 23, 338
receiving alms, 184–185

al-Zamakhshari, Abu al-Qasim Jar Allah
Mahmud ibn Umar (interpreter), 97

Zamzam water, 188
Zaytuna Institute, 138, 328
Zechariahs (Prophet), 340
Zoroastrians, 274
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