
Chapter 1: Introducing the
Adobe Creative Suite

In This Chapter
� Looking over InDesign

� Drawing with Illustrator

� Introducing Photoshop

� Getting started with Acrobat

� Going over GoLive

� Integrating the programs in the Adobe Creative Suite

The diverse software in the Adobe Creative Suite enables you to create
everything from an e-commerce Web site to a printed book of many hun-

dred pages. Each piece of software in the Creative Suite works on its own as
a robust tool. However, when you use different programs when working on a
single project, it means that you have more room for creativity and explo-
ration, and you have a wider toolset to work with. The Adobe Creative suite
unites leading-edge software for Web and print production and allows you to
integrate these tools to create powerful and engaging presentations.

In Book I, you discover how the Adobe Creative Suite functions and how
you can use it. Many features are consistent among the programs, which
makes the software much easier to use. If you’re accustomed to using
color in Illustrator, then you will also feel comfortable dealing with color in
Photoshop or InDesign. Opening and closing panels feels familiar in GoLive
after you’ve used InDesign. Therefore, you can figure out the software
quickly, more so than if you were working with a combination of programs
from many different software companies. We explore these similarities
throughout Book I, show you how to use the interface, and tell you what
some of the common terminology means.

Introducing InDesign
InDesign is a diverse and feature-rich page layout program. Using InDesign,
you can create documents with rich typography, unique page layout and
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design, and execute complete control over your images and text. InDesign
has many great features, including excellent integration with several other
products in the Adobe Creative Suite.

InDesign, shown in Figure 1-1, allows you to accomplish the following:

✦ Use images, text, and even rich media to create unique layouts and
designs.

✦ Export layouts for use in GoLive to create interactive Web sites.

✦ Import native files from Photoshop and Illustrator to help build rich lay-
outs in InDesign.

✦ Export your work as an entire book, including chapters, sections, num-
bered pages, and more.

✦ Create interactive PDF documents.

✦ Create drawings using the basic drawing tools included in the software.

Toolbox

Pasteboard Page Palettes

Figure 1-1:
Use
InDesign
to lay out
pages or
spreads.
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InDesign caters to the layout professional, but it’s easy enough for even
novices to use. You can import tables (say from Microsoft Excel) into your
documents alongside existing artwork and images to create a layout. You
can even easily import text from Microsoft Word, Adobe InCopy, or simply
Notepad (Windows) or TextEdit (Mac). In a nutshell, importing, arranging,
and exporting work is a common process when working with InDesign.
Throughout this entire process, you have a huge amount of control over
your work, whether you’re working on a simple one-page brochure or an
entire book of 800 pages.

Book II is all about how to get started with InDesign and use it to create and
output simple but effective page layouts by importing a variety of media and
using the built-in toolset.

Using Illustrator for Drawing
Adobe Illustrator is the industry’s leading vector-based graphics software.
Aimed at everyone from graphics professionals to Web users, Illustrator
allows you to design layouts, logos for print, or vector-based images that
can be imported into other programs such as Photoshop, InDesign, or
Macromedia Flash. Adobe has also made it much easier to create files
quickly by allowing you to save Illustrator documents as templates (so that
you can efficiently reuse designs) and by allowing you to have a predefined
library and document size.

Illustrator CS even has support for 3D effects that allow you to create 3D
shapes and wrap custom bitmap or vector artwork around those shapes. Or
you can add three-dimensional bevels to shapes in an Illustrator document.
You can add advanced lighting effects to shapes by adding multiple light
sources; the brightness of each light source can be individually controlled.

Illustrator also integrates with the other products in the Adobe Creative
Suite by allowing you to create PDF documents easily within Illustrator. You
can also use Illustrator files in Photoshop, InDesign, and Adobe’s special
effects program, After Effects. Illustrator, shown in Figure 1-2, allows you to
integrate with third-party applications and suites, such as Microsoft Office,
by allowing you to export Illustrator files to a format well suited for use with
Office products.

Here are some of the things you can create and do when using Illustrator:

✦ Create technical drawings (floor plans, architectural sketches, and so
on), logos, illustrations, posters, packaging, and Web graphics.

✦ Add effects like drop shadows and Gaussian blurs to vector images.

✦ Enhance artwork by creating your own custom brushes.

✦ Align text along a path so that it bends in an interesting way.
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✦ Lay out text into multicolumn brochures — text automatically flows
from one column to the next.

✦ Create charts and graphs using graphing tools.

✦ Create gradients that can be imported and edited in other programs,
such as InDesign.

✦ Create interesting gradients using the Airbrush tool.

✦ Create documents quickly and easily using the existing templates and
included stock graphics in Illustrator.

✦ Distort images in exciting ways by creating warp and liquefy effects.

✦ Save a drawing in almost any graphic format, including Adobe’s PDF,
PSD, EPS, TIFF, GIF, JPEG, and SVG formats.

✦ Save your Illustrator files for the Web by using the Save for Web dialog
box, which allows you to output HTML, GIF, JPEG, and even Macromedia
Flash SWF files.

✦ Save Illustrator files as secure PDF files with 128-bit encryption.

Toolbox Palettes

Artboard

Figure 1-2:
Create
drawings
or detailed
layouts in
Illustrator.
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