


Copperplate alphabet
basic strokes of, 163–165
feeling and style, 4
getting started, 159–163
ink selection for, 21
lowercase letters, 165–174
making words from letters, 187–188
numbers and punctuation, 184–187
oblique pens for, 20–21, 160
practice pages, 293–302
upper-case letters, 174–184
variations, 243

copyright laws, 198
correspondence, lost beauty of, 77
cursive lettering, 68–72

• D •
da Vinci, Leonardo, 43
design/layout

borders, 221–223
calligraphy in art, 224–227
certificates, 211–215
monograms, 220–221
plaques, 223–224
posters/signs, 200–204
quotations, 196–198

Dick Blick art supplies, 16
Digital alphabet variation, 242
dip pen

advantages and disadvantages, 19–20
broad-edged, 20
cleaning and care, 33–34
filling with ink, 32–33
handles/penholders, 16, 32
ink selection for, 21
oblique, 20–21, 160
parts of the, 16–17, 32
using the, 18, 32

doodles
dingbats and, 88
drawings and, 219–220
variations incorporating, 148

drafting tape, 22, 35–37
drawing table/board

correct posture at, 12
setting up the, 34
using the, 22

dye ink, 21

• E •
embellishments

alternate letters, 83–84
Celtic lettering, 148–149

lines, marks and doodles, 30–31, 88
signatures, 86–87
swashes and flourishes, 84–86

English Roundhand alphabet. See Copperplate
alphabet

engraver’s/engrosser’s script. See Copperplate
alphabet

envelopes, 223, 233
erasers, 10, 22, 233
errors

creating an alphabet from, 244
creating posters/signs, 201
Italic alphabet, 72–76
Roman alphabet, 119–120

• F •
Fancy Fancy alphabet variation, 243
5-S formula, 65–68
Foundational Hand alphabet. See Manuscript

alphabet
fountain pens

advantages and limitations, 18–19
cartridge versus reservoir, 27
changing ink colors, 32
cleaning and care, 31–32
developing writing technique, 30–31
filling with ink, 27–28
getting started with, 26, 55
gripping (holding), 28–29
ink selection for, 21
ink-flow problems, 29–30
left-handed options, 18
parts of the, 26–27

Fraktur (Old German) alphabet variation, 240–241
framing and matting, 249
French Ronde alphabet variation, 240
Funky Letters alphabet variation, 244

• G •
getting started

basics to know before, 3, 25
finding the right materials, 15–16, 152
with fountain pens, 26, 55
learning Italic font, 43–44
relaxation and posture, 38–39
when it becomes a business, 245–249

gold leaf, 152, 155–157
Gothic alphabet. See Blackletter alphabet
Graphic Dimensions, 249
Greek alphabet variation, 241
guest books, wedding, 236
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guidelines
Blackletter alphabet, 92
Copperplate alphabet, 162
creating variation with, 79–80
drawing and using, 34–37
following the, 13
paper selection for, 21
pen width, 58
spiral writing, 77–78

gum Arabic, 160

• H •
habits, developing writing, 12
handles/penholders, 16, 32
handwriting

Italic, 68
lost beauty of, 9, 77
simplified capital letters for, 72
“writer’s cramp,” 12

Hebrew-esque alphabet variation, 239
Higgins Eternal black ink (“Higgins Infernal”), 

21, 160
Hopkins, Tom, 246
icons used in this book, 5

• I •
illuminated capitals

finding alphabets for, 154–155
getting started, 151–152
gilding technique, 155–157
steps in creating, 153–154
templates for, 152

income, calligraphy as an, 245–249
ink

acid-free, 18
changing colors of, 32
for Copperplate, 160
correcting flow problems, 29–30
filling the dip pen, 32–33
filling the fountain pen, 27–28
selecting the correct, 21–22
waterproof, 19, 21, 34, 225

ink cartridges, 16, 26–27
Internet

calligraphy information, 10, 236
finding supplies and tools, 15–16, 249
finding templates, 155
finding usable quotations, 198

invitations, wedding, 231–232
Italic alphabet

alternate letters, 83–84
as beginner’s foundation, 3, 55

common errors in, 72–76
5-S formula, 65–68
getting started with the, 43–44
for illuminated capitals, 154
joining letters cursively, 68–72
learning the capital letters, 60–62, 72
learning the lowercase letters, 44–51
making words from letters, 51–53
numbers and punctuation, 62–63
pen angle, 56–58
for posters/signs, 200
practice pages, 253–264
serifs, 58–59
signatures, 86–87
swashes and flourishes, 84–88
variations, 79–86, 238, 244

italics, origin of, 44
Itoya doubleheader marker, 17

• J •
Jaret, Peter E., 246
jargon, calligraphy, 2
John Neal Booksellers, 15, 19
Johnston, Edward, 10
joining letters to make words. See words from 

letters

• L •
lap board. See drawing table/board
large-scale letters

brushing method, 205–207
compass method, 205
illuminated capitals, 151–157
monograms, 220–221
quotations, 197–198
two-pencil method, 205

left-handed options
fountain pen, 18
nibs, 20
pen angle, 56
writing styles, 19

Legend font, 238
letter fitting, 148–149
lines, marks and doodles, 30–31, 88, 148, 219–220
lowercase letters, Blackletter

l shape, 94–96
open-sided letters, 100–101
o shape, 96–98
u and n shape, 98–99

lowercase letters, Copperplate
basic strokes of, 163–165
c shape, 169–170
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lowercase letters, Copperplate (continued)
i shape, 171–172
l shape, 170–171
n shape letters, 166–167
o shape, 168–169
remaining letters, 172–174

lowercase letters, Italic. See also upper-case 
letters, Italic

about the families of, 44–45
alternate letters, 83–84
common errors in, 72–75
l shape, 45–46
n shape, 46–47
o shape, 48–49
signatures, 86–87
swashes and flourishes, 84–88
u shape, 47–48
variations in, 79–86
v shape, 50–51
x shape, 49–50

lowercase letters, Manuscript, 126–130
lowercase letters, Roman, 107
lowercase letters, Uncial, 139–140

• M •
majuscules, 2
Manuscript alphabet

basics of, 123–126
feeling and style, 4
lowercase letters, 126–130
making words from letters, 135–136
numbers, 134–135
practice pages, 277–284
upper-case letters, 130–134
variations, 136–137, 240

Manuscript Calligraphy Rule, 35
Manuscript pen, 16, 18–19, 26
markers

advantages and limitations, 17
creating posters/signs, 199
recommended makes and models, 17–18

marriage certificates, 235–236
Marvy 6000 Calligraphy Marker, 17
matting and framing, 249
menus, 235
minuscules, 2
mistakes. See errors
Mister Art art supplies, 16
Mitchell Roundhand dip pen, 32
Mitchell Roundhand nib, 20
money, calligraphy and making, 245–249
monograms, 220–221, 234

• N •
Nearly Persian alphabet variation, 238
negative space. See white space
New Roman Cursive alphabet, 107
nibs

cleaning and care, 30
Copperplate, 163
defined, 16
dip pen, 20, 32
left-handed options, 18
pen selection based on, 20
pen width, 35
selecting the correct, 68
waterproof ink and, 19

Niji Calligraphy Marker, 17
notecards, 236, 247
numbers and punctuation

Blackletter alphabet, 104–105
Copperplate alphabet, 184–187
Italic alphabet, 62–63
Manuscript alphabet, 134–135
Roman, 107–108

• O •
oblique pens, 20–21, 160. See also dip pens
Old English. See Blackletter alphabet
Old German (Fraktur) alphabet variation, 240–241
online resources. See Internet

• P •
paper

for illuminated capitals, 152
selecting the correct, 21–22
to set up the drawing table, 34

Paper Mate Flair pens, 43
paper towels, 22
patience, requirements for, 10
Pelikan 4001 ink, 21, 23
Pelikan Fount India, 21
pen. See dip pens; fountain pens; markers;

oblique pens; poster pens
pen angle

Blackletter alphabet, 92
Copperplate alphabet, 160–163
Italic alphabet, 55–57
Manuscript alphabet, 125–126
Roman alphabet, 114–118
Uncial alphabet, 140–141

pen hold
angles and slants, 62–63, 161–162
avoiding “writer’s cramp,” 28–29
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oblique pens, 160–163
posture and, 11–12
relaxation exercises and, 38–39

pen pressure, 160–163
pen width, 35, 58, 124–125
pencils, 22, 205
penholders, 16, 32
Pentalic Paper for Pens, 22
Peterson, Steven D., 246
placecards and menus, 235
plaques, 223–224
portfolio, creating a calligraphy, 246
poster pens, 199
posters/signs, creating

are you ready for, 199–200
brushing method, 205–207
common errors in, 201
design/layout, 202–204
large-scale letters, 204–205

posture and pen hold, 11–12, 39
practice (see Practice Exercises Index)

requirements for, 1–2, 9–10, 251
trace and copy exercises, 11

practice exercises (see Practice Exercises Index)
practice pages. See also Practice Exercises Index

Blackletter alphabet, 265–270
Copperplate alphabet, 293–302
Italic alphabet, 253–264
Manuscript alphabet, 277–284
Roman alphabet, 271–276
tips for using, 2, 11
trace and copy method, 13, 251
Uncial alphabet, 285–292

practice paper, 21
programs/order of service, wedding, 234–235
projects, designing and lettering. See also

certificates; posters/signs; quotations; 
weddings

addressing envelopes, 223
calligraphy in art, 224–227
creating a portfolio of, 246
doodles and drawings, 219–220
making money from, 245–249
monograms, 220–221
plaques, 223–224

Pseudo-Chinese alphabet variation, 238–239

• Q •
quotations, lettering

are you ready for, 191–192
arranging the lines, 192
copyright laws, 198
creating harmony and contrast, 196–198

creating the design, 193–196
incorporating designs and images, 198
sketching ideas, 196

• R •
reservoir

adapters, 16
defined, 16–17
dip pen, 20, 32–33
fountain pen, 26–27

Roman alphabet
basic families of letters, 108–113
common errors in, 119–120
feeling and style, 4
getting started, 107–108
for illuminated capitals, 154
making words from letters, 113
perfecting pen technique, 113–119
practice pages, 271–276
serifs, 120–121
variations, 238–239, 241–242

Roman numerals, 107–108
Ronde alphabet variations, 240
rulers, 22, 35–37

• S •
Sales Prospecting For Dummies (Hopkins), 246
Sanford Uni-Ball Gel Impact Roller Ball Pen, 43
Schenck, Barbara Findlay, 246
scrapbooking, 18
serifs

cursive lettering with, 68–72
Italic alphabet, 58–59
Roman alphabet, 120–121
Uncial alphabet, 141–142

shapes and strokes, Blackletter
basic families and pen angle, 92–94
l shape, 94–96
open-sided letters, 100–101
o shape, 96–98
u and n shape, 98–99

shapes and strokes, Italic
all in the family of, 44–45
basic families and pen angle, 57–58
common errors in, 72–76
5-S formula, 66–67
l shape, 45–46
n shape, 46–47
o shape, 48–49
pull-strokes for posters/signs, 200
u shape, 47–48
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shapes and strokes, Italic (continued)
v shape, 50–51
x shape, 49–50

shapes and strokes, Manuscript
basic, 125–126
l shape, 128–129
n and u shape, 127–128
o shape, 126–127
v shape, 129
what remains, 129–130

signatures, 86–87, 215
signs. See posters/signs
spacing and size

common errors in, 72–76
5-S formula, 67–68
Italic alphabet, 53
Roman alphabet, 108–113, 118–119
Uncial alphabet, 145

Speedball
C-Series steel nib, 20, 33
Elegant Writer, 17
Oblique Pen, 21

spiral writing, 77–78
Staedtler Calligraph duo marker, 18
storage boxes, 22
Strathmore 300/400 paper, 21
supplies and tools

cleaning and care, 23
drafting compass, 205
finding, 15–16
for illuminated capitals, 151–152
ink, 21
matting and framing, 249
paper, 21–22
pens, 16–20
taking care of, 23
useful accessories, 22

swashes and flourishes, 84–88

• T •
talent and ability for calligraphy, 9–10
technical jargon, 2
tempera paints, 199, 206
Thank You notes, 236
Times New Roman alphabet, 107
trace and copy, 11–13; 251
triangle, plastic, 22, 36–37
T-square, 22, 35–36
two-pencil lettering, 205

• U •
Ultimate Success Quotation Library, 198
Uncial alphabet

circular letters, 142–143
diagonal letters, 144

feeling and style, 4
getting started, 139
for illuminated capitals, 154
letter fitting, 148–149
making words from letters, 145–146
practice pages, 285–292
serifs, 141–142
special letters, 145
upper- and lower-case, 139–141
variations, 146–148
vertical stroke letters, 143–144

upper-case letters. See also illuminated capitals;
lowercase letters

Blackletter alphabet, 101–104
Copperplate alphabet, 174–184
Manuscript alphabet, 130–134
monograms, 220–221
Uncial alphabet, 139–140

upper-case letters, Italic
common errors in, 76
learning the, 60–62
signatures, 86–87
simplified, 72
swashes and flourishes, 84–88
variations in, 79–86

upside-down letters, 242–243

• V •
variations

Blackletter alphabet, 240–241
Copperplate alphabet, 243
creating basic alphabet, 237–238
Italic alphabet, 79–82, 238, 244
Manuscript alphabet, 136–137
Roman alphabet, 238–239, 241–242
Uncial alphabet, 146–149
upside-down letters, 242–243

• W •
waterproof ink, 19, 21, 34, 225
weddings, calligraphy for

announcements, 234
envelopes, 233
guest books, 236
invitations, 231–232
the marriage certificate, 235–236
monograms, 234
placecards and menus, 235
programs/order of service, 234–235
Thank You notes, 236

white space, using
Blackletter alphabet, 105
posters/signs, 201–204
quotations, 197
Roman alphabet, 118
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Wiley
Business Plans Kit For Dummies (Peterson, 

Jaret & Schenck), 246
Sales Prospecting For Dummies (Hopkins), 246

words from letters, making
Blackletter alphabet, 105
Celtic lettering, 148–149
combining two alphabets for, 105
Copperplate alphabet, 187–188
Italic cursive, 68–72

Manuscript alphabet, 135–136
Roman alphabet, 113
spacing within and between, 53
upper- and lower-case, 62

“writer’s cramp,” 12
Writing & Illuminating & Lettering (Johnston), 10

• Z •
ZIG Calligraphy Marker, 18
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Practice Exercise Index

• General Practice Exercises •
warm-up exercises, 38
thick and thin lines, 31
doodles, 31

• Practice Exercises by Alphabet •
Blackletter capitals

capitals, 265
circular capitals (c, g, o, q, t), 104
flag-flying capitals (b, d, e, f, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, p, r,

u, v, w, y), 103
four remaining capitals (a, s, x, z), 104
whole words with capitals, 105, 267–269

Blackletter lowercase
four secondary basic strokes, 94
letters with main vertical stroke (l, i, j, h, t, 

f, k), 96
letters that have an o shape (o, a, b, d, g, q, p), 98
letters than have a u or n shape (u, n, m, w, 

y, v,), 99
lowercase alphabet, 101, 265
open-sided letters (c, e, r), 101
remaining three letters (s, x, z), 101
three primary basic strokes, 93

Blackletter numerals, 105
Classical Roman alphabet, 275
Classical Roman (with calligraphy pen)

plus sign (45-degree pen angle), 116
plus sign (20-degree pen angle), 116
three kinds of serifs, 121
whole words, 119, 273

Classical Roman (with pen)
letters 1⁄2 as wide as they are tall (b, r, e, f, s, l, p),

111
letters 3⁄4 as wide as they are tall (a, h, k, n, t, u, v,

x, y, z), 110
letters as wide as they are tall (o, c, g, d, q), 109
narrow letters (j, i), 112
two wide letters (m, w), 113
whole words, 113, 271
Copperplate capital letters with the a shape
a, 178
m, 178
n, 179

Copperplate capital letters h and k
h, 182
k, 183

Copperplate capital letters with the i shape
i, 175
f, 175
g, 175
j, 176
t, 176

Copperplate capital letters with the o shape
o, 181
q, 181
c, 182

Copperplate capital letters with the p shape
p, 177
b, 177
r, 177
d, 177

Copperplate capital letters with the u shape
u, 180
y, 181

Copperplate capital letters with the v shape
v, 179
w, 180

Copperplate general exercises
controlling pressure, 163
squaring basic stroke 2, 165
ten basic strokes, 164

Copperplate lowercase and capitals, 293
Copperplate lowercase letters with the c shape

c, 170
e, 170

Copperplate lowercase letters with the i shape
i, 171
j, 171
u, 172
w, 172
t, 172

Copperplate lowercase letters with the l shape
l, 170
b, 171

Copperplate lowercase letters with the n shape, 
n, 166
m, 166
h, 167
p, 167
y, 167
v, 167

Copperplate lowercase letters with the o shape
o, 168
a, 168
g, 168
d, 169
q, 169

311Practice Exercise Index

30_117712 bindex.qxp  4/3/07  2:23 PM  Page 311



Copperplate numbers
1, 185
2, 185
3, 185
4, 185
5, 186
6, 186
7, 186
8, 186
9, 186
0, 187

Copperplate punctuation
ampersand (&), 187
question mark (?), 187
general, 187

Copperplate remaining capital letters
e, 183
l, 183
s, 184
x, 184
z, 184

Copperplate remaining lowercase letters
f, 173
k, 173
r, 173
s, 174
x, 174
z, 174

Copperplate whole words with capitals, 188,
295–301

Italic capitals (with calligraphy pen)
capital letters, 61–62
“ear” and “foot” shapes, 60
whole words with capitals, 62, 255–263

Italic flourishes
whole words with flourishes, 85
whole words with flourishes, 86
flourished signatures, 87
embellishments with doodles, 88

Italic general exercises (with calligraphy pen)
plus sign (pen angle), 57
zigzag design (pen angle), 57

Italic joins
diagonal joins (a, d, e, g, o, q), 69
horizontal joins (f, o, r, t, v, w), 70
joins from b, p, and s, 70
joins to ascenders, 71
joins to an s, 71
joins from an e, 71
simple diagonal joins, 69
spiral writing template, 78

Italic lowercase (with calligraphy pen)
lowercase letters, 60
six basic shapes, 57
whole words, 60

Italic lowercase (with pen)
lowercase alphabet, 52, 253–255
oval letters (o, c, e), 49
oval shape (o shape), 49
pull-down, bounce-over letters (n, m, r, h, 

b, k, p), 47
pull-down, bounce-over shape (n shape), 46
pull-down letters (i, l, j, f, t), 46
pull-down shape (l shape), 45
pull-down, swing-under, pull-down letters 

(u, y, a, g, q, d), 48
pull-down, swing-under, pull-down shape 

(u shape), 47
v letters (v, w), 51
v shape, 50
whole words, 53
x letters (x, s, z), 50
x shape, 49

Italic numbers, 63, 259
Italic punctuation, 63
Italic variations

angular shapes, 82
seven alternate letters, 83
whole words with heavy and bold letters, 80
whole words with light and thin letters, 81
whole words with rounded shapes, 82

Manuscript general exercises
basic strokes, 126
zigzag design (pen angle), 125

Manuscript capitals
capital alphabet, 279
letters half as wide as they are tall (b, r, e, f, 

s, l, p), 133
letters as wide as they are tall (c, d, g, o, q), 131
letters whose width is three-fourths the height

(a, h, k, n, t, u, v, x, y, z), 132
narrow capitals (i, j), 133
whole words with capitals, 136
wide capitals (m, w), 134, 281–283

Manuscript lowercase
letters that have a v shape (v, w, y), 129
letters with an n or u shape (u, n, m, h, r, a), 128
lowercase alphabets, 277
straight-line letters (i, j, k, l, t), 129
round letters (b, c, d, e, o, p, q), 127
remaining letters (f, g, s, x, z), 130
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Manuscript numbers, 135
Manuscript variations

bold variation, 137
narrow variation, 136

Uncial
alphabet, 285
circular letters (c, d, e, g, o), 143
flourishes, 291
letters with diagonals (a, v, w, x, y, z), 144
letters with strong vertical strokes (b, f, h, i, j, k,

l, n, p, q, r, u), 144
serif strokes, 142
three special letters (m, s, t), 145
whole words, 146, 287–291
zigzag design (pen angle), 141

• Practice Exercises for Capitals •
Blackletter

capitals, 265
circular capitals (c, g, o, q, t), 104
flag-flying capitals (b, d, e, f, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, p, r,

u, v, w, y), 103
four remaining capitals (a, s, x, z), 104
whole words with capitals, 105, 267–269

Classical Roman alphabet (with calligraphy pen),
275

Classical Roman (with pen)
letters 1⁄2 as wide as they are tall (b, r, e, f, s, l, p),

111
letters 3⁄4 as wide as they are tall (a, h, k, n, t, u, v,

x, y, z), 110
letters as wide as they are tall (o, c, g, d, q), 109
narrow letters (j, i), 112
two wide letters (m, w), 113

Copperplate alphabet, 293
Copperplate capital letters with the a shape
a, 178
m, 178
n, 179

Copperplate capital letters h and k
h, 182
k, 183
Copperplate capital letters with the i shape
i, 175
f, 175
g, 175
j, 176
t, 176

Copperplate capital letters with the o shape
o, 181
q, 181
c, 182

Copperplate capital letters with the p shape
p, 177
b, 177
r, 177
d, 177

Copperplate capital letters with the u shape
u, 180
y, 181

Copperplate capital letters with the v shape
v, 179
w, 180

Copperplate remaining capital letters
e, 183
l, 183
s, 184
x, 184
z, 184

Italic (with calligraphy pen), 61–62
Manuscript 

alphabet, 279
letters half as wide as they are tall (b, r, e, f, 

s, l, p), 133
letters as wide as they are tall (c, d, g, o, q), 131
letters whose width is three-fourths the height

(a, h, k, n, t, u, v, x, y, z), 132
narrow capitals (i, j), 133
wide capitals (m, w), 134, 281–283

Uncial
alphabet, 285
circular letters (c, d, e, g, o), 143
letters with diagonals (a, v, w x, y, z), 144
letters with strong vertical strokes (b, f, h, i, j, k,

l, n, p, q, r, u), 144
three special letters (m, s, t), 145

• Practice Exercises for Lowercase Letters •
Blackletter lowercase

four secondary basic strokes, 94
letters with main vertical stroke (l, i, j, h, 

t, f, k), 96
letters that have an o shape (o, a, b, d, 

g, q, p), 98
letters than have a u or n shape (u, n, m, 

w, y, v,), 99
lowercase alphabet, 101, 265
open-sided letters (c, e, r), 101
remaining three letters (s, x, z), 101
three primary basic strokes, 93

Copperplate alphabet, 293
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Copperplate lowercase letters with the c shape
c, 170
e, 170

Copperplate lowercase letters with the i shape
i, 171
j, 171
u, 172
w, 172
t, 172

Copperplate lowercase letters with the l shape
l, 170
b, 171

Copperplate lowercase letters with the n shape, 
n, 166
m, 166
h, 167
p, 167
y, 167
v, 167
Copperplate lowercase letters with the o shape
o, 168
a, 168
g, 168
d, 169
q, 169

Italic (with calligraphy pen), 60
Italic (with pen)

alphabet, 52, 253–255
oval letters (o, c, e), 49
oval shape (o shape), 49
pull-down, bounce-over letters (n, m, r, 

h, b, k, p), 47
pull-down, bounce-over shape (n shape), 46
pull-down letters (i, l, j, f, t), 46

pull-down shape (l shape), 45
pull-down, swing-under, pull-down letters 

(u, y, a, g, q, d), 48
pull-down, swing-under, pull-down shape 

(u shape), 47
v letters (v, w), 51
v shape, 50
x letters (x, s, z), 50
x shape, 49

Manuscript lowercase
letters that have a v shape (v, w, y), 129
letters with an n or u shape (u, n, m, h, r, a), 128
lowercase alphabets, 277
straight-line letters (i, j, k, l, t), 129
round letters (b, c, d, e, o, p, q), 127
remaining letters (f, g, s, x, z), 130

• Practice Exercises for Whole Words •
Blackletter whole words with capitals, 105,

267–269
Classical Roman (with calligraphy pen), 119, 273
Classical Roman (with pen), 113, 271
Copperplate whole words with capitals, 188,

295–301
Italic whole words with capitals (with calligraphy

pen), 62, 255–263
Italic lowercase whole words (with calligraphy

pen), 60
Italic lowercase whole words (with pen), 53
Italic whole words with flourishes, 85–86
Italic variations 80–82
Manuscript whole words with capitals, 136
Uncial, 146, 287–291
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