Index

Alabama, 206-207
Adams, John, 12, 13, 84, 199
Adams, Samuel, 80, 125, 131
“Agrippa,” 126
Albany, N.Y., riots, 188
Allen, Ethan, 1
Allen, Ira, 1
amendments to the Constitution
Bill of Rights as, 202, 203, 207-208,
239-241
as subject of debate before
ratification, 67, 76, 121, 137,
193, 198, 201-202
American Revolution
Continental Army troop mutiny, 6
Patrick Henry’s failure to fight in,
74, 76, 160-161, 175
anarchy, dangers of, 26, 72, 99, 127,
133, 204
Clinton’s arguments against, 139
Federalist concerns about, 94
“Light-Horse Harry” Lee’s warnings
about, 23
Randolph’s warnings about, 176
Washington’s warnings about, 1,
10, 46, 77, 82-83, 84-85, 115,
131, 195
Antifederalists, 76
efforts of to undermine the new
government, 193-197, 198
as opponents of the Constitution,

80, 83, 92-94, 100-101, 106,

108, 109-110, 116, 119, 121,
126, 127, 130, 141, 147-148
at the New York ratification
convention, 186—-190
renewed efforts of, following
ratification, 193-198
at the Virginia ratification
convention, 158-159, 164
See also Clinton, George; Henry,
Patrick; Lee, Richard Henry
Articles of Confederation
amending of, 1, 10-11, 26, 56
Constitution as substitute for, 1-2,
26-271, 33-34, 42-43, 47, 208
Patrick Henry as advocate of, 28
inherent limitations of, 8-9, 95, 130
state sovereignty under, 13-14,
20-21
Atherton, John, 149

Baldwin, Abraham, 36, 230
Bassett, Richard, 229
Bedford, Gunning, Jr., 49, 229
Belknap, Jeremy, 128
Bill of Rights, 202, 203, 207-208,
239-241
Tenth Amendment, 206-207
See also Constitution: and advocates
for the bill of rights
Blair, John, 28, 72, 233
Blount, William, 231
Bowdoin, James, 24, 127



262 INDEX

Brackenridge, Hugh H., 98

branches of government, 33, 34, 43,
48, 55-56, 65, 208-209. See also
Congress, U.S.; executive power;
legislative branch; judicial
branch; Supreme Court, U.S.

Brearley, David, 231

British blockade, 11-12

Broom, Jacob, 229

“Brutus,” 126

Burr, Aaron, 211

Butler, Pierce, 154, 233

Carlisle, Pa., riots, 120-121, 124
Carrington, Edward, 196, 202
Carroll, Daniel, 36, 230
Caswell, Richard, 36
“Cato” (George Clinton), 110, 139,
140, 145-146
Clinton, George, 2, 41, 62, 63-64, 90,
106-109, 211, 236
efforts of to undermine the new
government, 193-197, 198
as leading opponent of the
Constitution, 106, 109-111, 112,
139-140, 208
at the New York ratification
convention, 186-190
Washington welcomed by, 199
writing as “Cato,” 110, 139, 140,
145-146
Clymer, George, 232
Confederation of American States, 18
states consider secession from, 21
See also Articles of Confederation;
United States of America
Confederation Congress, 27, 208
bankruptcy of, 6
restraints placed on by the Articles
of Confederation, 8-9, 13-14, 56
Congress, U.S.
debate over representation in,

48-49, 50-51, 63-64, 70, 95-96

powers of, as provided for by the
Constitution, 43—44, 55-56, 65,
67, 208
representation in, 196, 197-198
Connecticut, 25
ratification convention in,
103-104, 122-123, 145
Connecticut Compromise, 50-51, 63
Constitution
and advocates for the bill of rights,
79, 82, 86, 116, 121, 137, 183,
197, 198, 200, 201
amending of, 67, 76, 121, 137, 193,
198, 201-202, 203
Article I, 65
Article II, 65, 84
Article III, 65
Article IV, 67
Article V, 67, 76, 193, 200
Article VI, 67
Article VII, 67, 79, 189
Clinton’s opposition to, 106,
109-111, 112, 139-140, 208
and concerns of larger states versus
smaller, 48-49, 63, 95-96
early drafts of, 6567
farmers’ concerns about, 92-93
Henry’s opposition to, 72, 73, 76,
83, 87, 89-90, 112, 113, 139,
147, 148, 155, 156, 157-170, 186
Jefferson’s ambivalence about,
83-86
opposition to, 1-3, 73-74, 76178,
79-83, 86-90, 91-102, 110115,
124-137, 141, 149-151, 186188
preamble to, 65, 67, 71, 116, 172
pseudonymous debate over,
110-115, 126
ratification of, 2, 79, 190-193
Rhode Island’s refusal to ratify,
105-106, 150, 151
signers of, 224-225, 229-234
signing of, 71-72



as substitute for the Articles of
Confederation, 1-2, 26-27,
33-34, 42-43, 47, 208
text of, 110, 213-225
Washington’s advocacy of, 26-27,
33-34, 82-83, 90, 91-92,
112-113, 118-119, 131-132,
138-139, 152
See also Antifederalists; Federalist,
The; Federalists; ratification
conventions
Constitutional Convention, 25
bill of rights debated at, 47-48,
68-69
Connecticut Compromise, 50,
63-66
debate and compromise at, 63—72
delegates to, 25, 36-37, 229-236
Letter of, to Congress, 227-228
Madison’s notes from, 38-39, 68
New Jersey plan considered at,
56-57, 58, 62
postponement of, 32-33
press coverage of, 41, 62
Resolution of, 226
rules of, 37-38, 4041
strong central government
advocated at, 4345
Virginia Plan presented at, 41-49,
54-55, 58, 62
Washington as leader at, 11, 33-36,
40, 41, 44-45
Continental Army, 6, 127
Corbin, Francis, 162, 172-173

Dallas, Alexander J., 101-102
Dana, Francis, 129

Dandridge, Dorothea, 160
Dane, Nathan, 79

Davie, William Richardson, 235
Dayton, Jonathan, 37, 231
Declaration of Independence, 3,

73-74

INDEX 263

Delaware, 20, 25, 48-49
ratification convention in, 105,
115, 145
Dickinson, John, 36, 229
Dissent of the Minority, 119, 121
Dorchester, Lord, 24
Dunmore, Lord, 42

economic depression, 21-22
Ellsworth, Oliver, 36, 48, 66, 123, 234
Ely, Samuel, 22

executive power, 51-54, 208

farmers
concerns of regarding the
Constitution, 92-93
rebellion among, 21-24, 120
See also Shays’s Rebellion
federal government
as advocated by Washington, 30,
27,33
and Bill of Rights, 207-208
Hamilton and Jefferson’s debate
over, 204-205
Henry’s opposition to, 194-195,
196-198, 201, 202, 203, 209
inherent limitations on power of,
207
See also Federalists; states
Federalist, The (Hamilton, Jay, and
Madison), 39, 59, 111-115, 140,
141-142, 143,193
Federalists, 8
in the Pennsylvania Assembly,
97-100
compromise proposed by, 132
as supporters of the Constitution,
88, 89, 93, 94, 115, 117,
126-127, 132, 138-139
Federal Republicans, 147
Fenner, Arthur, 202-203
Few, William, 230
FitzSimons, Thomas, 99, 232



264 INDEX

foreign affairs
Jefferson on, 85
and ratification of treaties, 64
See also Jay-Gardoqui Treaty;
Mississippi River navigation
rights

Franklin, Benjamin, 14-15, 94, 209, 232
as advocate for ratification, 97, 102,

118
at the Constitutional Convention,
31-32, 36, 37, 49, 70-72

on executive power, 52-54

Gardoqui, Don Diego de, 15-16, 161
Gates, Horatio, 6
Georgia, 25
ratification convention in, 105,
122, 145
Gerry, Elbridge, 80, 201

as advocate of bill of rights, 68, 69,

70
at the Constitutional Convention,
36, 46-47, 51, 52
as governor of Massachusetts, 211
as opponent of the Constitution,
88, 90, 93, 100, 104-105, 119,
124-126, 128-129, 131, 209
as vice president, 211
gerrymander, 211
Gibbon, Edward, 36
Gilman, Nicholas, 230
Gorham, Nathaniel, 230

Grayson, William, 155, 158, 159, 191,

197, 201

Great Britain, influence of following

the American Revolution, 24-25

Greene, Nathanael, 6
Greenleaf, Thomas, 194
Green Mountain Boys, 1, 187

Hamilton (celebratory ship), 190-192
Hamilton, Alexander, 39, 109, 110,
147, 159, 197, 231

as author of Federalist essays, 111,
112, 113-115, 140, 141, 193

at the Constitutional Convention,
35, 36, 54, 57-59, 63

debate with Jefferson over federal
system, 204-205

killed in duel with Aaron Burr, 211

at the New York ratification
convention, 187-188

named secretary of the treasury, 204

relationship with Washington, 57

rumors about, 62

Hancock, John, 24, 32, 202, 236

as leader of Massachusetts
ratification convention, 104,
127-128, 129, 130, 134-135, 146
as president of Congress, 127

Harrison, Benjamin, 19, 74, 76, 77,

158, 163

Henry, Patrick, 2, 12, 24, 41, 74-16,

80, 205, 236

and the Articles of Confederation,
27-28, 29

efforts of to undermine the new
government, 194-195, 196198,
201, 202, 203, 209

Jefferson’s view of, 86, 161, 175

as leading opponent of the
Constitution, 72, 73, 76, 83, 87,
89-90, 112, 113, 139, 147, 148,
155, 156, 157-170, 186

and Mississippi River navigation
rights, 161, 177-178

oratory of, 163, 167-170, 171,
179-180

refusal of to participate in new
government, 209

supporters of, 158-159

at the Virginia ratification
convention, 157-170, 171-183

and the Yazoo Land Fraud, 209-210

House of Representatives (“lower

house”), 43, 48, 50, 55-56, 65,



70, 95-96, 196, 197-198. See also
Congress, U.S.

Houston, William (of Georgia), 234

Houston, William Churchill (of New
Jersey), 235

Humphreys, David, 103, 104, 110

implied powers, debate over, 208-209
Indians, and Yazoo Land Fraud, 210
Ingersoll, Jared, 232

Jay, John, 20, 26-27, 60, 108, 155,
158, 166, 236
accused of being opposed to the
Constitution, 142-143
as author of Federalist essays, 39,
111, 141, 193
and Mississippi River navigation
rights, 15-16, 161, 177
at the New York ratification
convention, 188—-189
as U.S. secretary of foreign affairs,
15-16, 161, 177
Jay-Gardoqui Treaty, 15-16, 21, 161.
See also Mississippi River
navigation rights
Jefferson, Thomas, 20, 28, 46, 73-74,
76, 80, 130, 181
concerns of regarding the
Constitution, 83-86, 159, 206
debate with Hamilton over federal
system, 204-205
elected president, 211
feud with Patrick Henry, 86, 161,
175
named secretary of state, 204
on Edmund Randolph, 165
Jenifer, Daniel of Saint Thomas, 152,
230
Johnson, William Samuel, 229
Jones, Willie, 183
judicial branch, 43, 208. See also
Supreme Court, U.S.

INDEX 265

Kentucky, 1
delegates from, at the Virginia

ratification convention, 159,
161, 174, 178

Kentucky and Virginia resolutions,
206

King, Rufus, 36, 51, 94, 128, 134,
230

Knox, Henry, 15, 18, 27, 91, 149,
154-155, 199, 204

Lafayette, marquis de, 26, 130-131,
154

Lamb, John, 108, 147-148, 158, 159

Langdon, John, 150, 230

Lansing, John, Jr., 235

Lear, Tobias, 185, 199

Lee, Henry (“Light-Horse Harry”), 23,
89, 90, 167, 175-176

Lee, Richard Henry, 12, 20, 28, 41,
74, 197, 237

death of, 210-211
as leading opponent of the

Constitution, 79-83, 119, 196

legislative branch, 43, 55-56, 65, 208.
See also Congress, U.S.

LEnfant, Pierre-Charles, 192-193

Lincoln, Benjamin, 24, 124, 137, 185

Livingston, Robert R., 187, 199-200

Livingston, William, 36, 231

Lowndes, Rawlins, 153

Lowrey, William, 98

Madison, James, 14, 19, 20-21, 24, 25,

36, 130, 142, 147, 194, 196, 234

and amending of the Constitution,
201-202

as author of Federalist essays,
111-112, 113, 140, 141, 193

concerns of regarding Patrick
Henry, 28, 89

at the Constitutional Convention,

34-35, 37, 38-40, 54, 68



266 INDEX

Madison, James (continued)
elected president, 211
elected to Congress, 197
named secretary of state under
Jefferson, 211
on state versus federal power, 206
at the Virginia ratification
convention, 157, 159, 162, 166,
171-172, 173-175, 178-179,
180, 182
as Washington’s adviser, 40
Maine, 1
Marshall, John, 88-89, 162, 210
Martin, Alexander, 235-236
Martin, Luther, 152, 235
Maryland
and Constitutional Convention, 25
ratification convention in, 145, 152
and waterway agreement, 19-20
Mason, George, 19, 210
at the Constitutional Convention,
28, 41, 47-48
as leading opponent of the
Constitution, 68, 77-78, 87-88,
89, 100, 119, 126, 148, 155
at the Virginia ratification
convention, 158, 159, 161-162,
163, 164, 166, 174, 181
Massachusetts, 25, 79
celebration of ratification in,
135-137
ratification convention in,
104-105, 123-135, 138, 145,
146, 148
See also Gerry, Elbridge; Hancock,
John
M’Calmont, James, 98-99
McClurg, James, 28-29, 236
McHenry, James, 35, 36, 194-195, 230
McKean, Thomas, 120
Mercer, John Francis, 235
Mifflin, Thomas, 35, 54, 97, 98, 232

Mississippi River navigation rights,
15-16, 21-22, 161
Patrick Henry’s arguments for, 161,
177-178
John Jay’s ceding of, 15-16, 161
Monroe, James, 21, 155, 158-159,
161, 181, 197
Morris, Gouverneur, 108, 111, 147,
152, 232
at the Constitutional Convention,
36, 417, 49, 58-60, 61, 70, 71, 72
on fishing trip with Washington,
64-65
as opponent of slavery, 51, 66
Morris, Robert, 30-31, 32, 34, 36, 49,
64-65, 232

Nationalists. See Federalists
Nelson, Thomas, Jr., 74, 76, 158
New Hampshire, 25
ratification convention in, 145,
148-151, 182, 185, 188, 190, 191
New Jersey, 25
ratification convention in, 105,
118, 145
New Jersey Plan, 56-57, 58, 62
newspapers’ role in debate over the
Constitution, 110-115, 119-121,
124, 126, 131-132, 140-141,
148, 178
New York State
Albany riots, 188
celebration of Constitution in,
190-193
George Clinton as governor of,
106-109, 194-197, 198
Clinton’s legacy in, 211
and the Constitutional
Convention, 25
opposition to the Constitution in,
2, 106, 109-110, 139-142,
145-1417, 186



ratification convention in, 146,
159, 186-190
See also Clinton, George
Nicholson, John, 121, 151, 152
North Carolina, 25, 79
ratification convention in, 145,
182, 182, 202
secession of western territory of, 16,
119-120
Northwest Ordinance, 70
Northwest Territory, 70
nullification, doctrine of, 206-207

Osgood, Samuel, 204
Otis, Samuel A., 150, 199
Otto, Louis—Guillaume, 100, 144

Paterson, William, 36, 56-57, 231
Peale, Rembrandt, 33
Pendleton, Edmund, 89, 156, 158,
159, 162, 167
Penn, John, 32
Penn, William, 32
Pennsylvania, 1, 20, 25, 79
Carlisle riots, 120-121, 124
debate over ratification convention
in, 97-100
dissent against ratification in,
119-121, 151-152
ratification convention in, 106,
115-118, 119, 145
secession threatened in, 92
Petit, Charles, 18
Pierce, William, 40, 50, 55, 60, 97,
235
Pinckney, Charles, 21, 36, 46, 51-52,
66, 154, 233
Pinckney, Charles Cotesworth, 36, 46,
154, 184-185, 233
Pinckney, Thomas, 154
Potomac Company, 20
Powel, Samuel, 105

INDEX 267

“Publius” (Hamilton, Jay, and
Madison), 111, 113, 140, 141,
144-145, 193

Ramsay, David, 153-154
Randolph, Edmund, 28, 32, 83, 234
at the Constitutional Convention,
35,42-43, 44, 45, 51, 68
defection of to Federalist camp,
163-166, 176-1717, 181, 186
named attorney general, 204
named secretary of state, 205
as opponent of the Constitution,
86, 90, 147-148, 155
resignation of, 211
at the Virginia ratification
convention, 159, 163-166, 170,
173, 176-177, 181
Randolph, Peyton, 42
ratification conventions, 67, 79, 91
in Connecticut, 103-104, 122-123,
145
in Delaware, 105, 115, 145
in Georgia, 105, 122, 145
in Maryland, 145, 153
in Massachusetts, 104—105,
123-137, 138, 145, 148
in New Hampshire, 145, 148-151,
182, 183, 185, 188, 190, 192
in New Jersey, 105, 118, 145
in New York, 146, 159, 186-190
in North Carolina, 145, 182, 183,
202
in Pennsylvania, 106, 115-118,
119, 145
in Rhode Island, 202
in South Carolina, 153-154
in Virginia, 89-90, 145, 156,
157-170, 171-183, 186, 188
Read, George, 48-49, 229
Revolutionary War. See American
Revolution



268 INDEX

Rhode Island, 25
ratification of Constitution by, 202
refusal of to call a ratification
convention, 105-106, 150, 151
Rush, Benjamin, 116, 117, 118, 153
Rutledge, John, 36, 51, 65, 66, 70,
154, 233

secession, threats of, 2, 16-18, 92,
119-121, 151-152, 190
Senate (“upper house”), 43, 48, 50,
55-56, 63, 64, 65, 96, 196, 197,
198. See also Congress, U.S.
Sevier, John, 16
Shays, Daniel, 22-24, 93
Shays’s Rebellion, 22-24, 124, 127,
167
Sherman, Roger, 36, 50, 51, 63, 64,
69, 70, 229
slavery
as focus of debate at the
Constitutional Convention,
65-66
as issue at the Virginia ratification
convention, 179
as issue in the Northwest
Ordinance, 70
slaves, and issue of congressional
representation, 48, 51, 68, 95-96
Smilie, John, 116-118
Smith, Jonathan, 132-134
Smith, William Stephens, 84
South Carolina, 25, 152, 153-154
Spaight, Richard Dobbs, 231
Spanish blockade of the Mississippi
River, 15-16, 21-22
speech, freedom of, 208
state capitals, 92
states
admission of, to Union, 67
bankruptcy of, 6
conflicting interests of, 14, 16,

95-96

and doctrine of nullification,
206-207
and need for central government,
25
possible use of force against, 54, 56
sovereignty of under the Articles
of Confederation, 12, 13-14
sovereignty of under the
Constitution, 1-2, 116, 206-207
Strong, Caleb, 235
Stuart, David, 44, 113
Sullivan, John, 148-149
Supreme Court, U.S., 49, 56, 58,
208

taxation
Antifederalist concerns about, 95,
101, 119, 202
as issue for farmers, 2224, 92-93,
205-206
Tennessee, 1
Tenth Amendment, 206-207
Thomas, Isaiah, 22
treaties, ratification of, 64. See also
Jay-Gardoqui Treaty
Trumbull, Jonathan, Jr., 12-13, 123
Tyler, John, 162, 163

U.S. government
branches of, as provided for by the
Constitution, 33, 34, 43, 48,
55-56, 65, 208-209
financial difficulties of, 5-6, 15
See also Congress, U.S.; executive
power; Supreme Court, U.S.
United States of America
British blockade of, 11-12
ethnic diversity of, 1415
lack of unity in, 14-15, 21
officially named, 65

Vermont, 1, 187
vice president, role of, 96



Virginia
delegation of to the Constitutional
Convention, 25, 28-29
and Kentucky and Virginia
resolutions, 206
leaders of as opponents of the
Constitution, 2, 72, 73-74,
76-178, 155-156
ratification convention in, 89-90,
145, 156, 157-170, 171-182,
186, 188
and waterway agreement, 19-20
See also Henry, Patrick; Jefferson,
Thomas
Virginia Plan, 41-49, 54-55, 58, 65,
125
Virginia Resolution, 206
Virginia, University of, 211

Wadsworth, Jeremiah, 111
Wallace, George, 206-207
Warren, James, 20, 104, 105, 131
Warren, Mercy, 94
Washington, Bushrod, 166
Washington, George
as advocate of the new
Constitution, 26-27, 33-34,
82-83, 90, 91-92, 112-113,
118-119, 131-132, 138-139,
152, 165, 173-174, 181
as advocate of strong central
government, 20, 27, 33
assumes office of the presidency,
199-200
cabinet appointments of, 203-204
and celebration of Virginia
ratification, 184—186
“Circular to the States,” 9-10
concerns of regarding the Articles
of Confederation, 10-11, 12-13,
26
concerns of regarding farm at
Mount Vernon, 55

INDEX 269

at the Constitutional Convention,
1,2, 11, 25, 26-21, 33-36, 40,
41-45, 54-55, 57, 66-67, 72
death of, 209
efforts of to unite the nation, 18-20
fears of regarding ratification,
155-156
and Benjamin Franklin, 31-32
as leader during and after the
American Revolution, 5-8, 53n
Mount Vernon conference led by,
18-20
named president of the
Constitutional Convention, 34-35
national reverence for, 94-95
on New Hampshire adjournment,
150-151
and Edmund Randolph, 90
relationship with Hamilton, 57
waterway project advocated by,
19-20, 83
welcomed in Philadelphia, 30
Washington, George Augustine, 55
Washington, Martha Dandridge
Custis, 55, 160
waterway project (linking the Ohio,
Monongahela, and Allegheny
rivers), 19-20, 83
Webster, Noah, 110-111, 141, 191
“Whiskey Rebels,” 206
Wilkinson, James, 16
Williamson, Hugh, 20, 231-232
Willing, Charles, 30
Wilson, James, 36, 52, 66, 70,
100-102, 115, 116, 120,
126-127, 232-233

Winston, Edmund, 169
Wirt, William, 180
Wythe, George, 28, 169, 236

Yates, Robert, 41, 235
Yazoo Land Fraud, 209-210

Yorktown, battle of, 6












