CHAPTERI1]

Introduction

The purpose of this chapter is twofold. We first provide a brief
perspective on the development of electric power systems. This is not
intended to be a detailed historical review, but rather it uses historical
landmarks as a background to highlight the features and structure of the
modern power systems. Following this we offer an outline of the text
material.

1.1 THE DEVELOPMENT OF
ELECTRIC POWER SYSTEMS

Electric power is one major industry that has shaped and contributed
to the progress and technological advances of mankind over the past
century. It is not surprising then that the growth of electric energy
consumption in the world has been nothing but phenomenal. In the United
States, for example, electric energy sales have grown to well over 400 times
in the period between the turn of the century and the early 1970s. This






