
Index

GENERAL INDEX

AAA Island Tours, 44
AARP, 42
Above and Beyond Tours, 41
Access-Able Travel Source, 40
Access America, 38
Accessible Journeys, 40
Accommodations. See also

Accommodations Index
best

for families with 
children, 10

for honeymooners, 10–11
moderately priced 

hotels, 12
resort hotels, 11–12

best beaches at, 5–6
Boquerón, 208
Culebra, 246–247
Dorado, 170–172
Guánica, 213–214
La Parguera, 210
Las Croabas, 223–224
Luquillo, 175–176
Mayagüez, 194–196
Palmas del Mar, 227
Rincón, 203–206
San Germán, 199
San Juan, 79–97

Condado, 84–89
family-friendly, 95
Isla Verde, 92–97
Miramar, 90
Old San Juan, 80–82
Puerta de Tierra, 83–84
reservations, 79–80
Santurce and Ocean Park,

90–92
taxes and service

charges, 79
tips on, 50–54
Vieques, 235–239

Active vacations, 31–37
Acua Expreso (San Juan), 77
Aguada, 206–207

Aguadilla, 17
Aguirre Golf Club, 187
Aibonito Flower Festival, 29
AIDS, 39
AirAmbulanceCard.com, 41
Air Canada, 43
Airlines, 42–43
Air Transportation of Handi-

capped Persons, 40
Albizu Campos, Pedro, 262
Alcaldía (City Hall; San Juan),

135
Al’s Mar Azul (Vieques),

243–244
Alto Grande coffee, 154
Ambassador Tours, 45
American Airlines, 42
American Airlines Vacations, 44
American Eagle, 48
American Express

San Juan, 77
traveler’s checks, 25

American Foundation for the
Blind (AFB), 41

American Plan (AP), 51
Antiguo Manicomio Insular

(San Juan), 142
Antiques, San Juan, 150
Area code, 54
Arecibo, 17, 65, 165–168
Arecibo Observatory (Observa-

torio de Arecibo), 165, 166
Arroyo, 34
Art galleries, San Juan,

150–151
Ashford Presbyterian Commu-

nity Hospital (San Juan),
56, 78

Asilo de Beneficencia (San
Juan), 142

Asopao, 102
ASTA—The American Society of

Travel Agents, 22
Atmosphere (San Juan), 154
ATMs (automated teller

machines), 24

Aventuras Tierra Adentro, 36
Avis car rentals, 49

Mayagüez, 191
Rincón, 202
San Juan, 77

Bacardi Artisans’ Fair (San
Juan), 30

Bacardi Distillery (Cataño), 144
Backstage Partners, 44
Bahia Corcha (Vieques), 232
Bahia de la Chiva (Vieques),

232
Bahia Sucia, 212
Banco de Santander (Ponce),

185
Banks, 54

San Juan, 77
Bared & Sons (San Juan), 154
Bar Plaza (Vieques), 244
Barrachina’s (San Juan), 156
Baseball, 30, 34
Bayamón (San Juan), 76
Beach Bar (San Juan), 161–162
Beachcombers Bar (San Juan),

160
Beaches, 5, 250. See also

specific beaches
best, 4–6
Culebra, 245–246
Luquillo Beach, 174–175
Mayagüez, 192
Palmas del Mar, 226
Ponce area, 186–187
Quebradillas, 217–218
San Juan, 145–146
the southwest coast, 212
Vieques, 232–233
warning, 31

Bell, Book & Candle (San Juan),
151–152

Belz Factory Outlet World 
(San Juan), 158

Ben & Jerry’s (San Juan), 100

See also Accommodations and Restaurant indexes, below.
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Benitez Fishing Charters,
35, 146

Beril reef, 210
Big Tree Trail, 173
Biking

Culebra, 245
San Juan, 73, 146
Vieques, 234

Bird-watching
Cabo Rojo area, 196
Culebra, 244
Guánica State Forest, 207
Vieques, 238

Bithorn Travel (San Juan), 77
Blue Beach (Vieques), 232, 233
Boating, 31–32
Boat tours and cruises. See

also Cruise lines
Lake Caonillas, 169
Las Croabas, 221–222
San Juan, 146
Vieques, 234

Books, recommended, 54
Bookstores, San Juan, 151–152
Boquerón, 20, 63, 208–209
Boquerón Beach, 4, 192, 207
Bosque Estatal de Guajataca,

170
Bosque Estatal de Guilarte, 69
Bosque Estatal de Río Abajo

(Río Abajo Forest), 169
Botanical Gardens (San Juan),

122, 137
Bóveda (San Juan), 154
Bracero Limousine (San 

Juan), 72
Brava (San Juan), 158–159
Breadfruit tree, 101
British Airways, 43
Budget car rentals, 49

Mayagüez, 191
Rincón, 202
San Juan, 77

Buena Vida Surf School
(Rincón), 203

Business hours, 55
Butterfly People (San Juan),

150–151

Cabo Rojo, 20
Cabo Rojo Lighthouse, 208
Café Bohemia (San Juan), 163
Caja de Muertos (Coffin

Island), 7, 36, 186
Calendar of events, 28–31
Calypso’s Tropical Bar (Rincón),

207

Cambalache State Forest,
34, 251

Camera and film, 55
Camping, 32–34
Caña Gorda Beach, 5, 212
Cañon de San Cristóbal, 68
The Canvas Gallery (San Juan),

151
Caonillas, Lake, 169
Cape Air, 43, 48, 191
Capilla de Cristo (San Juan),

130–131, 143
Caretas (masks), San Juan, 152
Caribbean National Forest/

El Yunque, 34, 35
Caribbean-On-Line, 22
Caribbean School of Aquatics

(San Juan), 147
Caribe Aquatic Adventures 

(San Juan), 36, 146, 147
Caribe Hilton (San Juan)

Beachcombers Bar in, 160
Olas Spa at, 148–149

Carite Forest Reserve, 35,
68, 183

Carite State Forest, 34
Carli Café Concierto (San Juan),

163
Carnival Cruise Lines, 46
Carnival Ponceño (Ponce), 28
Car rentals, 48–50

San Juan, 72–73
Vieques, 232

Casa Acosta y Fores (San 
Germán), 198

Casa Alcaldía (City Hall; Ponce),
184–185

Casa Armstrong-Poventud
(Ponce), 184

Casa Bacardi Visitor Center
(Cataño), 144

Casa Blanca (San Juan), 135,
142

Casa Juán Perichi (San Germán),
198

Casals Festival (San Juan), 28
Casa Morales (San Germán),

198
Casa Salazar (Museum of the

History of Ponce; Ponce),
181–182

Casinos, 55, 164
Castillo de San Felipe del

Morro (San Juan), 13, 128,
130, 142

Castillo Sightseeing Tours &
Travel Services (San Juan),
137

Catedral de San Juan, 131, 143

Cathedral of Our Lady of
Guadalupe (Ponce), 180, 184

Caya Melones (Vieques), 233
Cayo de Afuera, 5
Cayo Santiago, 21
Celebrity Cruises, 46–47
Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention, 39
Centro de Bellas Artes (San

Juan), 158
Centro Histórico (Ponce), 185
Centro Nacional de Artes 

Populares y Artesanias 
(San Juan), 154

Centro Nacional de Artes Popu-
lares y Artesanías (San Juan),
143

Cerro de Punta, 68
Cerro Gordo, 33
Children, families with

best beach for, 4
best resorts for, 10
San Juan

accommodations, 95
restaurants, 124

suggested itineraries, 66–67
Children’s Museum (Museo del

Niño; San Juan), 139
Choferes Unidos de Ponce, 50
Cigar Bar (San Juan), 159
Cigars, San Juan, 153
Cinefoto (San Juan), 77
City Hall (Alcaldía; San Juan),

135
City Hall (Casa Alcaldía; Ponce),

184–185
City walls, San Juan, 134
Climate, 26
Clinica Las Americas (Hato

Rey), 56
Clothing and beachwear, San

Juan, 153
Club Deportivo (Cabo Rojo),

187
Club Jibarito (San Juan), 153
Club Laser (San Juan), 159
Coamo, 21, 219–220
Cockfights, 14–15, 164
Coco Beach Golf and Country

Club, 175
Coffee, 103

Alto Grande, 154
San Juan, 153–154

Coffee Harvest Festival 
(Maricao), 28

Coffin Island (Caja de 
Muertos), 186

Coliseo Gallistico (San Juan),
15, 164
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Columbus, Christopher, 255
Columbus Day (La Raza 

Day), 30
Companias de Parques

Nacionales, 32–33
Condado (San Juan), 75

accommodations, 84–89
restaurants, 115–119

Condado Beach (San Juan),
145, 147

Condado Plaza Hotel & Casino
(San Juan)

casino, 164
children’s program, 139
Plaza Spa at, 149

Consulates, 55, 77
Continental Airlines, 43
Continental Airlines 

Vacations, 44
Continental Plan (CP), 51
Copamarina Beach Resort

(Caña Gorda), beach, 6
Costa Caribe Golf & Country

Club (Ponce), 2
golf, 187

Costa Cruise Lines, 47
Covadonga Parking Garage

(San Juan), 73
Credit cards, 25–26
Cruise lines, 45–48
Cruise-ship travelers, 45–48
Cruises of Distinction, 46
Cruises One, 45–46
Cruises Only, 46
Cuartel de Ballajá (San Juan),

142
Cuatro Estaciones (San Juan),

108
Cueva Trail, 183
Culebra, 5, 15, 22, 36, 64,

244–248, 251–252
Culebra Wildlife Refuge, 244
Culebrita, 245
Cups (San Juan), 162
Currency and currency

exchange, 24
Customs regulations, 23–24
Cybernet (San Juan), 56
CyberNet Café (San Juan), 78

Deep-sea fishing. See Fishing
Delta, 42–43
Delta Vacations, 44
Dewey (Culebra), 244
Disabilities, travelers with,

40–41
The Divers Alert Network

(DAN), 38

Diving, 36
best places for, 6–7
Boquerón, 208
Culebra, 245–246
Fajardo, 7
Guánica, 213
Humacao region, 7
La Parguera, 210
Las Croabas, 222
Mona Island, 6, 15
Palmas del Mar, 226
San Juan, 6, 147
southern Puerto Rico, 6–7
the southwest coast, 207
Vieques, 233–234
Westin Rio Mar Beach Resort

and Golf Club, 175
Doña Juana Waterfall, 69
Don Domingo, Memorial to

(Ponce), 185
Don Pablo (San Juan), 163
Dorado, 170–172
Drake, Sir Francis, 256
Driving rules, 49
Drugs, 55
Drugstores, 55

Easter, 29
Eastern Puerto Rico, 221–229
Eduardo Barquet (San Juan),

156
El Alcazar (San Juan), 150
El Arsenal (San Juan), 135
El Artesano (San Juan),

154–155
El Atocha (Ponce), 186
El Batey (San Juan), 163
El Buen Café (Maricao), 70
El Casino (Mayagüez), 196
El Comandante (Canovanas),

146
El Conquistador Resort &

Golden Door Spa (Las
Croabas), 221

golf, 35
tennis, 8, 223

El Convento (San Juan),
143–144

Electricity, 55
El Faro (Las Cabezas de San

Juan Nature Reserve), 222
El Faro de Cabo Rojo, 208
El Gigante Marathon 

(Adjuntas), 29
El Morro (San Juan), 128, 130,

139, 142

El Morro Trail (San Juan), 131
El Museo Castillo Serralles

(Ponce), 180–181
El Nuevo Día, 57
El Palacio del Coquí Inc.

(Ponce), 187
El Patio de Sam (San Juan), 159
El Portal Tropical Forest 

Center, 62
El Portal Tropical Forest Center

(Rio Grande), 172–173
El San Juan Hotel & Casino

Resort
beach, 5–6
casino, 164
children’s program, 139
spa, 149

El Vigía Hill (Ponce), 181
El Yunque, 8–9, 20, 34, 35,

172–174, 250
exploring, 173–174
suggested itineraries, 62

El Yunque Catalina Field Office
(near Palmer), 173

El Yunque Trail, 173
Emancipation Day, 28
Emerald Isles (San Juan), 156
Emergencies, 55
Entry requirements, 22–24
Equifax, 56
Erin Go Bragh Charters 

(Las Croabas), 221
Eros (San Juan), 162
Escorted tours, 44–45
Esperanza (Vieques), 232
Estación Experimental Agrícola

Federal (Mayagüez), 192
European Plan (EP), 51
Experian, 56

Fajardo, 7–8, 20, 36
Families with children

best beach for, 4
best resorts for, 10
San Juan

accommodations, 95
restaurants, 124

suggested itineraries, 66–67
Farmacia Martin (San Germán),

198
Fax machines, 58
Felisa Rincón de Gautier

Museum (San Juan), 131–132
Festival La Casita (Old San

Juan), 31
Festival of Puerto Rican Music

(San Juan), 30
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Festivals and special events,
28–31

Fishing, 34–35
International Billfish Tourna-

ment (San Juan), 29–30
Lago de Guajataca, 170
Palmas del Mar, 226
San Juan, 146
Vieques, 234

Flamenco Beach, 34
Flamenco Beach (Culebra), 245
Flying Wheels Travel, 40
Food and cuisine, 100–104

road-side stands, 15, 68, 126
Fort Conde de Mirasol Museum

(Vieques), 234–235
Fort San Cristóbal (San Juan),

130, 144
Fox-Delicias Mall (Ponce), 186

Galería Botello (San Juan),
138, 151

Galería Fosilarte (San Juan),
151

Galería Palomas (San Juan),
151

Galería San Juan, 151
Gambling, 55
Gasoline, 49
Gaston Bared Jewelry (San

Juan), 156
Gay and lesbian travelers

best beach for, 4
information and resources,

41–42
San Juan, 161–163

Gay.com Travel, 41
Gifts and handicrafts, San Juan,

154–156
Gilligan’s Island, 213
Golden Age Passport, 42
Golden Door (Wyndham El

Conquistador Hotel), 224
Golf, 35

best courses, 8
Coco Beach Golf and Country

Club (Rio Grande), 175
Hyatt Dorado, 171
Palmas del Mar, 226
Ponce, 2
Ponce area, 187
Punta Borinquén Golf Club,

203
Rio Mar Country Club (Rio

Grande), 176
San Juan, 146

Golf Club at Palmas del Mar, 35
Good Friday and Easter, 29

Gousha Puerto Rico Road 
Map, 50

Grand Circle Travel, 42
Great Trench, 36
Guajataca Beach, 218
Guajataca Forest Reserve,

218, 251
Guajataca State Forest, 34, 170
Guánica, 211–214
Guánica State Forest, 9, 35,

182–183, 207, 251
Guesthouses, 51–52
Guineo, Lake, 35, 68, 183

Hacienda Buena Vista (Barrio
Magüeyes), 182

Handicrafts and gifts (San
Juan), 154–156

Hartford Holidays Travel, 46
Hatillo Masks Festival, 31
Hato Rey (San Juan), 75
Hawkins, John, 256
Health care, 55–56
Health concerns, 38–39
Health insurance, 38, 39
Heineken JazzFest (San Juan), 29
Hertz car rentals, 49

Mayagüez, 191
Rincón, 202
San Juan, 77

Hideaways Aficionado, 54
Hiking, 35–36

best, 8–9
El Yunque, 173
Palmas del Mar, 226
Ponce area, 182–183

History of Puerto Rico,
253–264

books on, 54
Holidays, 28
Honeymoons

best resorts for, 10–11
Mayagüez, 192

Hookworm, 39
Horse racing, San Juan, 146
Hospitals, 56

San Juan, 78
Hot Dog Cycling (San Juan), 73
Hotels and resorts. See also

Accommodations Index
best

for families with 
children, 10

for honeymooners,
10–11

moderately priced 
hotels, 12

resort hotels, 11–12

best beaches at, 5–6
Boquerón, 208
Culebra, 246–247
Dorado, 170–172
Guánica, 213–214
La Parguera, 210
Las Croabas, 223–224
Luquillo, 175–176
Mayagüez, 194–196
Palmas del Mar, 227
Rincón, 203–206
San Germán, 199
San Juan, 79–97

Condado, 84–89
family-friendly, 95
Isla Verde, 92–97
Miramar, 90
Old San Juan, 80–82
Puerta de Tierra, 83–84
reservations, 79–80
Santurce and Ocean Park,

90–92
taxes and service

charges, 79
tips on, 50–54
Vieques, 235–239

Hot Wavz Surf Shop (Rincón),
202

Houlihan’s (San Juan), 159
Humacao, 7, 21, 36
Humacao Regional Airport, 225
Hurricane season, 26
Hyatt Dorado Beach Resort &

Country Club, golf, 8, 35,
146, 171

IAMAT (International Associa-
tion for Medical Assistance
to Travelers), 39

Iberia, 43
Icacos, 36
ICan, 41
Iglesia Porta Coeli (San 

Germán), 13, 197
Iguana Water Sports (Rio

Grande), 32
Indian Ceremonial Park at

Caguaña, 169, 217
Insurance, 37–38

rental-car, 49
InsureMyTrip.com, 37
International Association for

Medical Assistance to 
Travelers (IAMAT), 39

International Billfish Tourna-
ment (San Juan), 29–30

International Fitness (San
Juan), 149
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International Gay & Lesbian
Travel Association (IGLTA), 41

International Society of Travel
Medicine, 39

International Travel Maps,
49–50

Internet access, 56
San Juan, 78

Intestinal parasites, 39
Isabela, 218–219
Isabel Segunda (Vieques), 230
Isla de Mona Wildlife Refuge, 34
Isla Mona. See Mona Island
Island Adventures (La Guancha),

186
Isla Verde (San Juan), 75

accommodations, 92–97
restaurants, 123–127

Isla Verde Beach (San Juan), 145
Itineraries, suggested, 59–70

in 1 week, 59–63
in 2 weeks, 63–66
for families with children,

66–67
La Ruta Panorámica in 2 days,

68–70

Jardín Botánico (San Juan),
122, 137

Jayuya, 69, 214–215
Jayuya Indian Festival, 30–31
JetBlue, 43
Jewelry, San Juan, 156–157
Jolgorio, 45
José de Diego Day, 29
Joseph Manchini (San Juan), 156
Joyería Riviera (San Juan),

156–157
Juan Ponce de León Museum

(San Juan), 135
Junior’s Bar (San Juan), 162
Just-A-Vacation, 44

Karolette Charter (Palmas
del Mar), 32

Karst Country, 168–170, 251
Kayaking

Culebra, 246
Vieques, 233–234

Kelly Cruises, 46

La Calle (San Juan), 152
La Casa del Libro (San Juan),

135
La Casa del Mar (Las Croabas),

222

La Casa Rosada (San Juan), 142
La Casita (Old San Juan), 73
Lace and linens, San Juan, 157
La Cordillera, 7–8, 222, 250
La Dulce Vida Mountain Bike

and Adventure Company
(Vieques), 234

La Fortaleza (San Juan),
135–136, 142

Lago Carite, 68
Lago de Guajataca, 169–170,

218
Lago Garzas, 69
Lago Lucchetti Wildlife 

Refuge, 34
Lagos dos Bocas, 168–169
La Guancha, 186
Lalin Leather Shop (San 

Juan), 157
La Mina & Big Tree Trail, 173
Language, 56, 265–266
La Parguera, 20, 36, 209–211
La Princesa (San Juan), 140
La Raza Day (Columbus 

Day), 30
Lares, 169
La Rumba Party Cruise (San

Juan), 162
Las Cabezas de San Juan

Nature Reserve (El Faro),
10, 20, 222

Las Croabas, 64, 221–225
Las Mañanitas (Ponce), 30
LeLoLai VIPs program, 45
LIAT, 43
Liberty Travel, 44
Libreria Cronopios (San Juan),

152
Libreria y Tienda de Artesania

del Instituto de Cultura 
Puertorriqueña (San Juan),
155

Lighting of the Town of 
Bethlehem (Old San 
Juan), 30

Limousines, 72
Lineas Sultana, 50
Linen House (San Juan), 157
Lion Fountain (Ponce), 185
Liquor laws, 56
Loíza Carnival, 29
Lost and found, 56
Lost-luggage insurance, 38
Lufthansa, 43
Luis Muñoz Marín Foundation

(San Juan), 132–133
Luis Muñoz Marín International

Airport (San Juan), 71, 73

Luis Muñoz Marín Park (San
Juan), 137, 139

Lupi’s (San Juan), 159
Luquillo Beach, 4, 62, 146,

174–177, 221

Mail and post offices, 57
Malula Antiques (San Juan),

151
Maps, road, 49–50
Maria’s (San Juan), 160
Maricao, 69, 192
Maricao Forest, 251
Maricao State Forest, 35,

69–70, 192
Marina de Salinas, 31
Marina Puerto Chico, 31
Marriage requirements, 57
Marshalls (San Juan), 154
Masks, San Juan, 152
MasterCard traveler’s 

checks, 25
Mayagüez, 20, 63, 191–197
Measures, 58
MEDEX International, 38
Media Luna Beach (Vieques),

233
MedicAlert Identification 

Tag, 38
Medical insurance, 38, 39
Mejor Cab Company (San

Juan), 76
Memorial to Don Domingo

(Ponce), 185
Mercado de Río Piedras 

(San Juan), 148
Mesones gastronómicos,

45, 215
Metropolitan Bus Authority

(San Juan), 76
Minivans, 72
Miramar (San Juan), 75

accommodations, 90
restaurants, 120

Modified American Plan 
(MAP), 51

Mona Aquatics (Boquerón), 208
Mona Island, 6, 7, 9, 22, 36, 63,

65, 194, 252
Mona Passage, 191
Money matters, 24–26
Monte Guilarte, 69
Monte Guilarte State 

Forest, 34
Mosquito Bay (Phosphorescent

Bay; Vieques), 15, 210, 234
Mosquitoes, 39
MossRehab, 40–41
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Mrs. and Miss Boutique 
(San Juan), 153

Muñoz Marín, Luís, 262–264
Muñoz Marín Park (San Juan),

122
Muñoz Rivera, Luis

Birthday of, 29
statue of (Ponce), 186

Muñoz Rivera Park (San Juan),
137

Museo de Arte (San Juan), 133,
138, 148

Museo de Arte de Ponce, 13,
138, 181

Museo de Arte e Historia de
San Juan, 134

Museo de las Américas (San
Juan), 134

Museo del Niño (Children’s
Museum; San Juan), 139

Museo de Pablo Casals (San
Juan), 134

Museo Nuestras Raíces
Africanas (San Juan), 136

Museum of History, Anthropol-
ogy & Art (San Juan), 138

Museum of Puerto Rican Music
(Ponce), 181

Museum of the History of Ponce
(Casa Salazar; Ponce),
181–182

National Plantain Festival
(Corozal), 30

National Weather Service, 26
Navio Beach (Vieques), 233
Newspapers and magazines, 57
Nono Maldonado (San Juan),

153
The north coast, 18–19
The northeast, 19
Northwest/KLM, 43
Northwest Puerto Rico, 17
Now, Voyager, 41

Observatorio de Arecibo
(Arecibo Observatory),
165, 166

Ocean Park (San Juan), 75
accommodations, 90–92
restaurants, 120–122
restaurants near, 122–123

Ocean Park Beach (San Juan),
4, 145

Ocean Sports (San Juan), 147
Oceans Unlimited (Rincón), 203

Off season, 26–28
Olas Spa at the Caribe Hilton

(San Juan), 148–149
Old San Juan, 12–13, 74

accommodations, 80–82
restaurants, 104–114
special events and festivals,

28–31
walking tour, 139–144

Old San Juan Hotel & Casino,
casino at, 164

Old Town Hall (San Germán),
198

Olé (San Juan), 155
Olivia Cruises & Resorts, 41

Package deals, 43–44
Palmas del Mar, 21, 64,

225–228
Palmas del Mar Country Club

(Humacao), 226
golf, 8

Palmas Dive Center (Palmas del
Mar), 226

Palm Court (San Juan), 160
Paradise Scuba Center 

(La Parguera), 210
Paradores, 45, 52. See also

Accommodations Index
Boquerón, 208–209
Coamo, 219–220
eastern Puerto Rico, 228–229
La Parguera, 210–211
Mayagüez, 195–196
Quebradillas, 218
Rincón, 205
San Germán, 199
western Puerto Rico, 214–220

Paradores Puertorriqueños
Reservation Office, 214

Parks and Recreation Associa-
tion of Puerto Rico, 34

Parque Central Municipio de
San Juan, 137

Parque Ceremonial Indígena-
Caguaña, 169, 217

Parque de Bombas (Ponce),
182, 184

Parque de las Cavernas del Río
Camuy (Río Camuy Caves),
9–10, 18, 35, 166, 168, 251

Parque de los Próceres
(Mayagüez), 192

Parque El Faro de Rincón, 203
Parque Lineal Marti Coli (San

Juan), 148

Paseo de la Princesa (Old San
Juan), 161

Patriots’ Park (Mayagüez), 192
Patron Saint Festivals, 31
Pearle Vision Express (San

Juan), 78
People of Puerto Rico, 264–266
Pets, traveling with, 57
Phosphorescent Bay (Vieques),

15, 210, 234
Piercing Pagoda (San Juan),

157
Piña colada, 160
Piñones Forest, 251
Pino’s Boat & Water Fun

(Guánica), 213
Playa Caracas (Vieques), 233
Playa Carlos Rosario (Culebra),

5, 245
Playa Chiva (Vieques), 233
Playa de Ponce, 4, 186
Playa Dorado, 18–19
Playa Escondido, 7–8, 222
Playa Esperanza (Vieques),

5, 233
Playa Higüero, 5, 192, 202
Playa La Parguera, 36
Playa Plata (Vieques), 232
Playa Santa, 212, 213
Playa Seven Seas, 33, 64, 222
Playa Tamarindo, 212
Plaza de Armas (San Juan), 143
Plaza de Colón (San Juan),

136–137, 144
Plaza de la Marina (San Juan),

140
Plaza del Mercado de Santurce

(San Juan), 158
Plaza del Quinto Centenario

(San Juan), 136, 143
Plaza de San José (San Juan),

143
Plaza Las Américas (San Juan),

150
Plaza Las Delicias (Ponce), 180
Plazuela de la Rogativa 

(San Juan), 134, 142
Politics, books on, 54
Polo Ralph Lauren Factory

Store (San Juan), 153
Ponce, 20–21, 178–190

accommodations, 188–189
restaurants, 189–190
shopping, 187
sights and attractions, 13,

180–186
suggested itineraries,

62–63, 65
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traveling to, 178, 180
visitor information, 180
walking tour, 184–186

Ponce de León, 255
Ponce de León, Juan, 254
Porta Coeli, Iglesia, 13, 197
Postal services, 57
Prescription medications, 39
Princess Cruises, 47
Professional Baseball of Puerto

Rico, 34
Public Library (San Germán),

198
Public transportation, 50
Puebla (Culebra), 244
Puente de los Léones (Ponce),

185
Puerta de Tierra (San Juan),

74–75
accommodations, 83–84
restaurants, 114–115

Puerto del Rey (Fajardo),
31, 222

Puerto Rican Arts & Crafts 
(San Juan), 156

Puerto Rican Danza Week 
(Old San Juan), 29

Puerto Rican Drug Co. (Old San
Juan), 55

Puerto Rico Discovery Day, 30
Puerto Rico Medical Center

(Río Piedras), 56
Puerto Rico Tourism Company,

22, 52
Puerto Rico Tours, 44
Punta Borinquén Golf Club, 203
Punta Maracayo, 33
Punta Mula lighthouse

(Vieques), 232

Quebradillas, 217–218
Qué Pasa?, 74
Quincentennial Plaza (San

Juan), 136

RADAR (Royal Association 
for Disability and Rehabilita-
tion), 41

Radisson Seven Seas Cruises, 47
Red Beach (Vieques), 232
Red Cape National Refuge, 196
Refugio Nacional Cabo Rojo,

196
Refugio Nacional de Vida 

Silvestre de Vieques, 232
Regalitos y Algo Mas (Ponce),

187

Regions of Puerto Rico, 17
Religions, 266
Rental agencies, 54
Restaurants. See also Restau-

rant Index
best, 13–14
Boquerón, 209
Culebra, 247–248
Dorado, 172
Guánica, 214
La Parguera, 211
Las Croabas, 224–225
Luquillo, 176–177
Mayagüez, 196
mesones gastronómicos,

45, 215
Palmas del Mar, 227–228
Ponce, 189–190
Rincón, 206
San Juan, 1, 98–127

best bets, 98–100
Condado, 115–119
family-friendly, 124
Isla Verde, 123–127
Miramar, 120
near Ocean Park,

122–123
Old San Juan, 104–114
price categories, 98
Puerta de Tierra, 114–115
Santurce and Ocean Park,

120–122
Vieques, 239–243

Rincón, 18, 65, 200–207
Río Abajo State Forest (Bosque

Estatal de Río Abajo), 34, 169
Río Camuy Caves, 9–10, 18, 35,

65–66, 166, 168, 251
Rio Mar Country Club (Rio

Grande), 176
Río Piedras (San Juan), 76
Ritz-Carlton San Juan Hotel,

Spa & Casino, 147–149
casino at, 164

Road maps, 49–50
Rochdale Cab Company (San

Juan), 76
Rock Bottom (Rincón), 207
Roosevelt, Franklin D., 262
Rosado Beach, 5, 212
Royal Association for 

Disability and Rehabilitation
(RADAR), 41

Royal Caribbean International,
47–48

Rum, 103–104
Rumba (San Juan), 159
Running, San Juan, 146

Safety, 39–40, 57
SAGA Holidays, 42
Sailing (yachting), 31–32
Sake Sushi Bar (San Juan), 1,

160–161
San Blas de Illescas Half

Marathon (Coamo), 28
Sandflies, 39
Sandy Beach, 203
San Germán, 13, 21, 63,

197–199
San Germán de Auxerre, 198
San Juan, 17, 71–164

accommodations, 79–97
Condado, 84–89
family-friendly, 95
Isla Verde, 92–97
Miramar, 90
Old San Juan, 80–82
Puerta de Tierra, 83–84
reservations, 79–80
Santurce and Ocean Park,

90–92
taxes and service

charges, 79
arriving in, 71–73
bars, 159–161, 163
drugstores, 77
emergencies, 78
eyeglasses, 78
finding an address in, 74
Internet access, 78
for kids, 138–139
layout of, 74
neighborhoods, 74–76
nightlife, 1, 158–164

gay, 161–163
Normandie Hotel (San Juan),

83–84
parks and gardens, 137
picnic fare and where to eat

it, 122
police, 78
post office, 78
restaurants, 1, 98–127

best bets, 98–100
Condado, 115–119
family-friendly, 124
Isla Verde, 123–127
Miramar, 120
near Ocean Park,

122–123
Old San Juan, 104–114
price categories, 98
Puerta de Tierra, 114–115
Santurce and Ocean Park,

120–122
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San Juan (cont.)
restrooms, 78
safety, 78
shopping, 149–158
sights and attractions,

128–144
suggested itineraries, 128

sightseeing tours, 137–138
spas and fitness centers,

147–149
special events and festivals,

28–31
sports and outdoor activities,

146–149
street maps, 74
suggested itineraries, 59,

62, 65
taxis, 71–72, 76
telephone, 78
transportation, 76–77
visitor information, 73

San Juan Bautista Day, 29
San Juan Bay Marina, 31
San Juan Cemetery, 135
San Juan Central Municipal

Park, 149
San Juan Gate, 134, 140
San Juan National Historic Site,

130
The San Juan Star, 57
San Juan Water Fun, 32
San Sebastián Street Festival

(Old San Juan), 28
Santa Beach, 5
Santos, 155
Santurce (San Juan)

accommodations, 90–92
restaurants, 120–122

SATH (Society for Accessible
Travel & Hospitality), 41

Scotia Bank (Ponce), 185
Scuba diving, 36

best places for, 6–7
Boquerón, 208
Culebra, 245–246
Fajardo, 7
Guánica, 213
Humacao region, 7
La Parguera, 210
Las Croabas, 222
Mona Island, 6, 15
Palmas del Mar, 226
San Juan, 6, 147
southern Puerto Rico, 6–7
the southwest coast, 207
Vieques, 233–234
Westin Rio Mar Beach Resort

and Golf Club, 175

Seaborne Airlines, 43
Seasons, 26–28
Sea Venture Dive Copamarina

(Guánica), 213
Senior travel, 42
Serenity (Suravaya; San Juan),

153
Seven Seas, 33, 64, 222
The Shacks, 217
Shannon’s Irish Pub (San Juan),

161
Siddhia Hutchinson Fine Art

Studio & Gallery (Vieques),
243

Sights and attractions, best,
12–13

Smoking, 57
Snorkeling, 36

best beach for, 5
best places for, 7–8
Boquerón, 208
Guánica, 213
La Parguera, 210
Palmas del Mar, 226
San Juan, 147
Vieques, 234

Society for Accessible Travel &
Hospitality (SATH), 41

SoFo (San Juan), 148
The southeast, 21
Southern Puerto Rico, scuba

diving, 6–7
The southwest coast, 20,

207–214
Spas and fitness centers, San

Juan, 147–149
Special events and festivals,

28–31
Spicy Caribbee (San Juan),

153
Spirit Air, 43
Steps, 202
Sugar Harvest Festival (San

Germán), 29
Sun Bay Beach (Vieques), 34,

232, 233
Sun exposure, 39
Sun ‘n Sand (San Juan), 151
Suravaya (Serenity; San Juan),

153
Surfing, 36–37

Mayagüez, 192
Quebradillas, 217
Rincón, 200, 202

Susua State Forest, 34
Swimming, best beach for, 4

Taíno Divers (Rincón), 203
Taíno Indians, 182, 194, 200,

212, 215–217, 255–256
Tamarindo Beach, 5
Tantra (San Juan), 163
Taxes, 57
Teatro La Perla (Ponce),

182, 185
Teatro Tapía (San Juan),

136, 158
Telephone, 57–58
Temperatures, average, 26
Tennis, 37

best courts, 8
Las Croabas, 223
Palmas del Mar, 226
Ponce area, 187
San Juan, 149

Tennis Center at Palmas del
Mar, 226

Three Kings Day, 28
Tia Maria’s Liquor Store 

(San Juan), 163
Tibes Indian Ceremonial 

Center, 182
Time Out Family Amusement

Center (San Juan), 139
Time zone, 58
Tipping, 58
Tomás Vivoni House (San 

Germán), 198
Toro Negro Forest Reserve, 34,

35, 68, 183, 251
Tourmarine Adventures

(Joyuda), 194
Tours, package and escorted,

43–45
TourScan Inc., 44
Transportation, 48–50
TransUnion, 56
Travel Assistance International,

38
Traveler’s checks, 24–25
Travelers Express/MoneyGram,

56
Travelex Insurance Services, 38
Travel Guard Alerts, 37
Travel Guard International, 38
Travel insurance, 37–38
Travel Insured International, 38
Tren Urbano (San Juan), 74
Tres Hermanos Beach, 33
Tres Pueblos Sinkhole, 166
Trip-cancellation insurance,

37–38
Tropical Agriculture Research

Station (Mayagüez), 13, 192
Truman, Harry S., 263
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United Airlines, 43
United States Tour Operators

Association, 44
United Vacations, 44
US Airways, 43
US Airways Vacations, 44
Utopía (Ponce), 187
Utuado, 18, 215–217

Vacation homes, 52
Vacations to Go, 46
Vacation Together, 44
Vaccinations, 23
Velauno (San Juan), 37, 149
Veranda Terrace (Mayagüez),

197
VHR, Worldwide, 54
Viejo Alcaldía (San Germán),

198
Vieques, 5, 15, 22, 36, 64,

230–244, 251
accommodations, 235–239
beaches, 232–233
nightlife, 243–244
restaurants, 239–243
shopping, 243
transportation, 232
traveling to, 232

Vieques National Wildlife
Refuge, 238

Villa Palmeras (San Juan), 75
Villas and vacation homes, 52
Villas at Palmas del Mar, 227
Visa traveler’s checks, 25
Visitor information, 22

Wall (Culebra), The, 5, 245
Water, drinking, 39
Watersports. See also specific

sports
Las Croabas, 221–223

Websites, visitor information, 22
Weights and measures, 58
West Coast Surf Shop (Rincón),

202
Western Puerto Rico, 200–220
Western Union, 56
Westin Rio Mar Beach Resort

and Golf Club (San Juan),
scuba diving and snorkeling,
175

Westin Rio Mar Golf Course
(San Juan), 8, 146

Wet Bar (San Juan), 161
White Christmas Festival (Old

San Juan), 30

W. H. Smith (San Juan), 153
Windsurfing, 37

best beach for, 5
San Juan, 149

Wyndham El Conquistador
Hotel, Golden Door at, 224

Xian Imports (San Juan), 153

Zabó (San Juan), 161
Zoni Beach (Culebra), 245

ACCOMMODATIONS
Acacia Seaside Inn (San 

Juan), 88
Aleli by the Sea (San Juan), 88
Atlantic Beach Hotel (San

Juan), 88
Bahias Salinas Beach Hotel

(Boquerón), 208
Bananas Guesthouse (Vieques),

237
Best Western Hotel Pierre 

(San Juan), 86
Borinquen Beach Inn (San

Juan), 96–97
Bravo Beach Hotel (Vieques),

2, 235
Caribe Hilton (San Juan), 1, 83
Casa de Amistad (House of

Friendship), 237
Casa del Caribe (San Juan), 89
Casa de Playa Beach Hotel 

(San Juan), 97
Casa Ensenada Waterfront

Guesthouse (Culebra),
246–247

Casa Grande Mountain Retreat
(Utuado), 216–217

Casa Isleña Inn (Rincón), 204
Ceiba Country Inn, 174
Club Seabourne (Culebra), 246
Cofresi Beach Hotel

(Boquerón), 208
Comfort Inn (San Juan), 86–87
Condado Plaza Hotel & Casino

(San Juan), 10, 84, 95
Copamarina (Guánica), 212
Copamarina Beach Resort

(Caña Gorda), 6, 12
Copamarina Beach Resort

(Guánica), 213
Courtyard by Marriott Isla

Verde Beach Resort (San
Juan), 95

Crow’s Nest (House of Friend-
ship), 237–238

El Canario by the Lagoon Hotel
(San Juan), 87

El Canario Inn (San Juan), 89
El Conquistador Resort &

Golden Door Spa (Las
Croabas), 10–12, 223–224

El Convento (San Juan), 80
El San Juan Hotel & Casino,

5–6, 10–11, 92, 95
Embassy Guest House Condado

(San Juan), 87
Embassy Suites Dorado del

Mar Beach & Golf Resort,
170–171

Embassy Suites Hotel & Casino
(San Juan), 96

The Fajardo Inn (Fajardo),
228–229

Four Points by Sheraton Palmas
del Mar Resort, 2, 227

Gallery Inn at Galería San Juan,
12, 82

The Great Escape (Vieques),
238

Green Isle Inn/Casa Mathiesen
(San Juan), 97

Hacienda Tamarindo (Vieques),
12, 236–237

Hampton Inn (San Juan), 95, 96
Hix House (Vieques), 235
Holiday Inn & Tropical Casino

(Mayagüez), 194–195
Holiday Inn Express (San 

Juan), 89
Horned Dorset Primavera

(Rincón), 11, 203–204
Hosteria del Mar (San Juan), 90
Hotel and Parador Joyuda

Beach (Cabo Rojo), 195
Hotel Bélgica (Ponce), 189
Hotel Excelsior (San Juan), 90
Hotel Milano (San Juan), 82
Hotel Parador El Sol

(Mayagüez), 195
Hotel Parador Palmas de Lucía

(Yabucoa), 229
Howard Johnson Hotel 

(San Juan), 96
Howard Johnson Ponce, 188
Hyatt Dorado Beach Resort &

Country Club, 1, 171–172
Inn on the Blue Horizon

(Vieques), 235–236
Inter-Continental San Juan

Resort & Casino, 92, 94
J. B. Hidden Village Hotel

(Aguada), 207
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La Finca Caribe Guest House &
Cottages (Vieques), 238–239

La Jamaka (La Parguera), 210
The Lazy Parrot (Rincón), 205
Lemontree Waterfront Suites

(Rincón), 12, 204–205
L’Habitation Beach Guesthouse

(San Juan), 91
Martineau Bay Resort & Spa

(Vieques), 236
Mary Lee’s by the Sea

(Guánica), 213–214
Mayagüez Resort & Casino

(Mayagüez), 195
Meliá (Ponce), 188
Número 1 Guest House 

(San Juan), 91–92
Oceana Beach Inn (San Juan), 91
Parador Baños de Coamo,

219–220
Parador Boquemar (Boquerón),

208–209
Parador El Guajataca 

(Quebradillas), 218
Parador El Oasis (San Germán),

199
Parador Hacienda Gripiñas

(Jayuya), 215
Parador Hacienda Juanita 

(Maricao), 196
Parador Posada Porlamar 

(La Parguera), 210
Parador Villa Antonio (Rincón),

205
Parador Villa Parguera (La 

Parguera), 210–211
Parador Vistamar (Quebradillas),

218
Ponce Hilton & Casino, 11, 188
Posada la Hamaca (Culebra),

247
Radisson Ambassador Plaza

Hotel & Casino (San Juan), 86
Rincón Beach Resort, 2, 204
Ritz-Carlton San Juan Hotel,

Spa & Casino, 11, 94
San Juan Beach Hotel, 87
San Juan Marriott Resort &

Stellaris Casino, 84, 86
Sheraton Old San Juan Hotel &

Casino, 80, 82
Sol Melia Paradisus (Rio

Grande), 1, 175–176
Tamarindo Estates (Culebra),

246
Trade Winds Guesthouse

(Vieques), 239
Tres Palmas Inn (San Juan),

91–92

Tres Sirenas Beach Inn
(Rincón), 205

Vieques Ocean View Hotel
(Vieques), 239

Villa Boheme (Culebra), 247
Villa Cofresi (Rincón), 205–206
Villa Del Rey (San Germán),

2, 199
Villas del Mar Hau (Isabela),

219
The Water Club, 94–95
Westin Rio Mar Beach Golf

Resort & Spa (Rio Grande),
11–12, 176

At Wind Chimes Inn (San Juan),
12, 88–89, 95

RESTAURANTS
Ajili Mójili (San Juan), 14, 116
Al Dente (San Juan), 108
Alexandra (Guánica), 214
Amadeus (San Juan), 100, 108
Aquaviva (San Juan), 13, 105
Augusto’s Cuisine (San Juan),

120
Bananas Restaurant (Vieques),

241
Barracuda Bistro (Palmas del

Mar), 227
Barú (San Juan), 13–14, 105
bbh (Vieques), 2, 14, 241
Blossoms (Las Croabas), 224
Blue Hawaiian (Palmas del

Mar), 227–228
Brass Cactus (Luquillo), 176
Café Berlin (San Juan), 109
Café Bohemia (San Juan), 112
Café del Angel (San Juan), 118
Café Madrid (San Juan), 121
Café Mammasonga (Vieques),

242
Café Media Luna, 239–240
Café Mezzanine (San Juan), 119
Café Puerto Rico (San Juan),

113
Café Restaurant La Nueva

Union (between Arecibo and
Hatillo), 16

Café Tomas/Café Tompy (Ponce),
185, 190

Carambola (Vieques), 240
Carli Café Concierto (San Juan),

106
Casa Borinquen (San Juan),

112–113
Chayote’s (San Juan), 120

Cherry Blossom (San Juan), 117
Che’s (San Juan), 122
Chez Daniel (Palmas del Mar),

228
Chez Shack (Vieques), 242
Ciao Mediterranean Café 

(San Juan), 100, 124, 126
Cielito Lindo (San Juan), 119
Dinghy Dock (Culebra), 247
Don Tello (San Juan), 121
Dragonfly (San Juan), 109–110
Dunbar’s (San Juan), 121–122
El Ancla (Ponce), 189–190
El Batey (Culebra), 247–248
El Buen Samaritano (San 

Juan), 113
El Caobo (Culebra), 248
El Castillo (Mayagüez), 196
El Di Mari (Dorado), 172
El Jibarito (San Juan), 109
El Patio (Vieques), 242–243
El Patio de Sam (San Juan),

110, 143
El Picoteo (San Juan), 110
El Quenepo (near La 

Parguera), 16
Fatty’s (San Juan), 1, 113
Heather’s Pizzeria (Culebra),

248
Horned Dorset Primavera

(Rincón), 206
Il Perugino (San Juan), 98, 106
Isabela’s Grill (Las Croabas),

224–225
Island Steak House (Vieques),

240
La Bombonera (San Juan),

113–114, 144
La Casita (La Parguera), 211
La Casita Blanca (San Juan),

122–123
La Casona (San Juan), 120
La Cava (Ponce), 14, 189
La Chaumière (San Juan),

106–107
La Compostela (San Juan), 116
La Jamaka (La Parguera), 211
La Mallorquina (San Juan), 110
La Montserrate (Ponce), 190
La Piccola Fontana (San 

Juan), 124
La Querencia (San Juan), 111
Las Cascadas (Boquerón), 209
La Terraza (Ponce), 190
Luigi’s (San Juan), 118
Madrid-San Juan, 114–115
Makarios (San Juan), 111
Mamacita’s (Culebra), 248
Maria’s (San Juan), 100
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Mark’s at the Meliá (Ponce),
14, 189

Martino’s (San Juan), 116–117
Metropol (San Juan), 127
Momoyama (San Juan), 125
Morton’s of Chicago (San

Juan), 115
Ostra Cosa (San Juan), 100, 111
Otello’s (Las Croabas), 225
Outback Steakhouse (San

Juan), 125
Palio (Westin Rio Mar Beach

Resort and Golf Club),
176–177

The Palm (San Juan), 123
Palmera (San Juan), 100, 115,

124
Pamela’s (San Juan), 120–121
Panaderia/Cafeteria Calvache

(Rincón), 206
Panadería España Repostería

(San Juan), 127

Parrot Club (San Juan), 14, 107
Paso Fino (Vieques), 240
Patio del Nispero (San Juan),

114
Pikayo (San Juan), 98, 115–116
Prime 787 (San Juan), 1, 98,

123
Ramiro’s (San Juan), 14, 116
The Ranch (San Juan), 126
Repostería Kassalta (San Juan),

122
Restaurant El Faro (Rincón),

203
Ristorante Tuscany (San Juan),

117
Roberto’s Fish Net (Boquerón),

209
Ruth’s Chris Steak House (San

Juan), 124
Sandy’s Seafood Restaurant &

Steak House (Luquillo), 177
Sofia (San Juan), 1, 107

Tamboo Tavern (Rincón), 206
Tangerine (San Juan), 124–125
Tantra (San Juan), 112
Taverna Española (Vieques),

243
Tony Roma’s (San Juan), 119
Trade Winds Restaurant

(Vieques), 243
Trois Cent Onze (311; San

Juan), 107–108
Trulio’s Sea Food (Palmas del

Mar), 228
Urdin (San Juan), 118
Uva & the Next Door Tapas Bar

(Vieques), 241
Via Appia (San Juan), 100, 119
Yamato (San Juan), 125
Yeyos (San Juan), 114
Zabó (San Juan), 117
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