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Placed Images

A PAGE LAYOUT JUST wouldn’t be a page layout without including some placed images. To

add visual interest to a design, you’ll probably want to include a few photographs. And even

though you can create custom-drawn logos and shapes in InDesign, you may also want to add

images created in other vector-based drawing programs, such as Adobe Illustrator.

In this chapter we’ll explain how to import images of all types into your InDesign documents,

including TIFFs, EPS files, layered and multipage PDFs, and native file formats such as AI

(Adobe Illustrator format) and layered PSDs (Photoshop Documents). We’ll also explain how

to manage links and embed images using the Links palette, and how to apply, create, and edit

clipping paths.

■ 12.1 Importing a Graphic Image

■ 12.2 Setting Import Options

■ 12.3 Object Layer Options and Placed PSDs

■ 12.4 Copying to and from Adobe Illustrator

■ 12.5 Resizing Placed Images

■ 12.6 Updating Missing and Modified Links

■ 12.7 Embedding Images

■ 12.8 Object-Level Display Settings

■ 12.9 Applying and Editing a Photoshop Clipping Path

■ 12.10 Creating and Editing an InDesign Clipping Path
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12.1 Importing a Graphic Image

You can import graphics using the File > Place command (Mac: Cmd+D, Windows:

Ctrl+D). When the Place dialog opens, browse to a graphic image on your system and

click the Open button. With the loaded Place cursor, you can then click on an existing

frame, draw a frame, or click once anywhere on the page for InDesign to draw a frame for

you. In all three scenarios, the image is automatically placed in the frame.

The loaded Place cursor

The loaded Place cursor positioned over a frame

The loaded Place PDF cursor

The loaded Place PDF cursor positioned over a frame

To import a graphic image as you would in QuarkXPress, select an existing frame and

choose the Place command. In the resulting dialog, browse to the image and click the Open

button. The image appears at 100% of its size in the graphic frame. You can then resize the

image or apply one of the fitting commands, from the Object > Fitting submenu.

1. Select a frame.

Related Tasks

2.3 File Menu

3.3 Selection Tool

3.4 Direct Selection
and Position
Tools

4.10 Links Palette

4.14 PageMaker
Toolbar

5.12 Display
Performance
Preferences

5.14 File Handling
Preferences

Shortcuts

Place
Mac: Cmd+D
Win: Ctrl+D

Copy to Clipboard
Mac: Cmd+C
Win: Ctrl+C

Paste from Clipboard
Mac: Cmd+V
Win: Ctrl+V

Links palette
Mac: Shift+Cmd+D
Win: Shift+Ctrl+D

Selection tool
Mac and Win: V

Tip

You can drag and drop
multiple images at
once from a folder on
your system into an
InDesign document.
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12.9 Applying and Editing a Photoshop
Clipping Path

If the TIFF, JPEG, or PSD you are importing contains a Photoshop clipping path, you can

apply it via the Image panel of the Image Import Options dialog or the Clipping Path dia-

log. You can then edit the Photoshop path using InDesign’s path editing tools. Any edits

made to a Photoshop clipping path in InDesign are not applied to the original file—they

only affect the image as it appears in InDesign. (InDesign does not allow you to edit Pho-

toshop clipping paths applied to EPS files).

To apply a Photoshop path when placing an image, check the Apply Photoshop Clipping

Path box in the Image Import Options dialog.

To apply a Photoshop path after the image has been placed, select it with either selection

tool and choose Object > Clipping Path. At the top of the Clipping Path dialog, choose

Photoshop Path from the Type menu. If the image contains more than one Photoshop

path, you can select which one to apply in the Path menu below. To see the path as you

are applying it, click the Preview check box.

To remove any extraneous black or white edges from the path, contract it by entering a

value in the Inset Frame field. You can also invert a Photoshop path by clicking the Invert

check box.

Related Tasks

2.3 File Menu

3.3 Selection Tool

3.4 Direct Selection
and Position
Tools

3.5 Pen Tools

3.7 Pencil Tools

3.19 Scissors Tool

4.10 Links Palette

4.19 Text Wrap
Palette

Shortcuts

Clipping path
Mac: Opt+Shift+
Cmd+K
Win: Alt+Shift+Ctrl+K

Place
Mac: Cmd+D
Win: Ctrl+D

Links palette
Mac: Shift+Cmd+D
Win: Shift+Ctrl+D

Selection tool
Mac and Win: V

Direct Selection tool
Mac and Win: A

Pen tool
Mac and Win: P

Add Anchor
Point tool
Mac and Win: =

Tip

To open and edit an
image in Photoshop,
select it and click the
Edit Original button
located at the bottom of
the Links palette. Once
you save and close the
image in Photoshop,
InDesign automatically
updates it in the 
InDesign document.
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