
• Symbols •
+ (addition) operand, 147
-- (decrement) operand, 147–148
/ (division) operand, 147
++ (increment) operand, 147–148
* (multiplication) operand, 147
% (remainder) operand, 147
- (subtraction) operand, 147

• A •
Acid Music (Sony), 33, 299
actions

Actions books, 135
Actions panel, 134–135
attachMovie, 279
getURL, 139–140
goto, 138–139
keyframes, 136–137
loadMovie, 141–143, 162, 277
setMask, 173–174
startDrag, 177–179
stop, 138
stopDrag, 179–180
unloadMovie, 143–144

Actions dialog box, 98
ActionScript

Actions panel, 134–135
buttons, 96–99
classes, 132
clock, 155–161
comments, 280–281
custom cursor, 235–237
debugging, 19–20, 257–261
drag-and-drop menus, 16
drag-and-drop objects, 176–180
drop-down menus, 102–104
flying text, 246–250
forms (Flash forms), 218–222
layers, 59–60, 280
masks, 172–175
methods, 132

mouse chaser, 234–235
Movie Explorer, 278
moving backdrop, 237–240
moving navigation menu, 191–193
navigating, 137
online catalog, 225–226
photo gallery, 197–201
pop-ups, 211–215
preloaders, 16
properties, 132
Script Assist, 16, 133–134
shopping cart, 228–231
similarity to JavaScript, 11, 131
sound controller, 162–167
symbols, 13
ticker tape marquee, 241–246
tool tips, 183–188
troubleshooting, 278
variables, 144–153
versions, 266

ActionScript objects
classes, 132–133
converting objects into symbols, 47
creating, 132
Date, 133, 155–161
defined, 132
deleting from Library, 255
distributing objects to layers, 60–61
drag-and-drop objects, 176–180
hiding, 172–175
methods, 132
properties, 132

ActionScripts.org Web site, 296
adding

breakpoints, 259–261
e-mail links, 74–75
frames, 106
keyframes, 107–108
meta tags, 290
pop-ups, 210–215
shape hints, 123–124
text hyperlinks, 73–74
tool tips, 181–182
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addition (+) operand, 147
Adobe Photoshop, 276
alignment

motion path, 117
text, 68

ALT text, 291–292
animation

automating, 17–18
buttons, 88–89
custom easing, 112–113
drop-down menus, 101–102
editing, 114–115
frame-by-frame, 108–109, 122
frames, 17, 106–107
image sequences, 125–127
keyframes, 106–108
layers, 59–60
motion tween, 17, 109–119
movie clip symbols, 46
navigation bar, 17
rotating objects, 114
shape tween, 18, 109, 119–125
spinning objects, 114
text banners, 17
timeline, 17
tweening (defined), 17–18, 109
Web site resources, 298

anti-aliasing, 69
applying colors, 49–51
approvals from clients, 285
arithmetic operators

addition(+), 147
decrement (--), 147–148
division (/), 147
increment (++), 147–148
multiplication (*), 147
remainder (%), 147
subtraction (-), 147

arranging layers, 61–63
arrays, 158
assets

gathering, 12, 30
images, 30–32
interface, 12
sound files, 33–34
video, 34–38

assigning
actions to buttons, 96–99
actions to keyframes, 136–137
values to variables, 151

actions to buttons, 96–99
attachMovie action, 279
audience, 24
automating animation, 17–18

• B •
backdrop, 237–240
background colors, 44
background music, 161–162
background symbol, 57–58
bandwidth, 24–25
Bandwith Profiler preloader, 168–169
banners

symbols, 55–56
text banners, 17

basic buttons, 83–85
Bestflashanimationsite.com Web 

site, 298
billing clients for extra work, 288
bit rate (sound), 267
bitmaps

defined, 276
fills, 53

blank keyframes, 108
blogs (for Web site promotion), 293–294
BODMAS acronym for remembering

operator precedence, 149
boldfacing text, 68
book’s companion Web site, 5
Boolean variables, 144
breaking apart text, 75–77
breakpoints

adding, 259–261
defined, 19
deleting, 260–261
line numbers, 260
navigating, 261
removing, 260–261
setting, 259–261

broadband versions, 24–25
bugs

causes of, 19
debugging, 19–20, 257–261
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button symbols, 45, 83–85
buttons

ActionScript, 96–99
animation, 88–89
assigning actions to buttons, 96–99
basic buttons, 83–85
creating, 83–87
drag out event, 99
drag over event, 99
duplicating, 93–94
invisible buttons, 90–91
key press event, 98–99
multi-state buttons, 85–87
navigation bar, 14, 92–96
press event, 98
release event, 97–98
release outside event, 98
roll out event, 99
roll over event, 99
shopping cart, 230–231
sound, 18, 33, 89–90
text, 14
tool tips, 187–188

buttons (Flash forms)
Reset button, 219–220
Submit button, 220–222

• C •
cart

ActionScript, 228–231
buttons, 230–231
PayPal account, 227–231
shoppingCart.fla file, 228

catalog
ActionScript, 225–226
creating, 224–226
flashCatalog.fla file, 224–227
splash screen, 227

change orders, 287
character position, 68
checking spelling, 70–73
classes

ActionScript, 132
defined, 132–133
instances, 133

clients
approvals, 285
billing for extra work, 288

change orders, 287
contracts, 285–287
documenting work, 286–287
domain name selection, 289
feedback, 287–288
interviewing, 11, 22
payments, 287
questionnaire, 23, 283–284
sign-offs, 285

clock
ActionScript, 155–161
date display, 156–158
Date object, 155–161
dynamic text box, 156–160
time display, 158–161

code
comments, 280–281
downloading, 155
line numbers, 260

Color Mixer, 51–53
Color Picker, 49–50
colors

applying, 49–51
background colors, 44
Color Mixer, 51–53
Color Picker, 49–50
fills, 50
gradients, 51–53
Ink Bottle tool, 50–51
mixing, 49–53
Paint Bucket tool, 49–50
strokes, 50–51
text, 68
Web safe, 50

combining
expressions, 147
literal values, 146

comments, 280–281
Communitymx.com Web site, 296
companion Web site to this book, 5
components

FLV Playback, 209–210
TextArea, 79–81

compressing
images, 276
sound, 267
video, 34–38

comps, 27–30
Computer Arts Web site, 295
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content
symbols, 55–58
templates, 59

Content Path dialog box, 209
contracts with clients, 285–287
controls

sound controller, 162–167
video, 205–206

Convert to Symbol dialog box, 100
converting

effects into modular movie clips, 281–282
objects into symbols, 47
radial gradients to linear gradients, 53

Create New Symbol dialog box, 46
creating

buttons (basic), 83–85
buttons (multi-state), 85–87
catalog, 224–227
custom cursor, 235
drag-and-drop objects, 175–180
drop-down menus, 99–101
expressions, 145–149
forms (Flash forms), 218
frames, 106
input text boxes, 77–78
interface, 43–45
keyframes, 107–108
layers, 59–60
masks, 172–175
motion tween animation, 109–110
mouse chaser, 233–235
moving backdrop, 237–240
moving navigation menu, 188–193
named anchors, 278
navigation bar, 92–96
objects, 132
photo gallery, 193–201
pop-ups, 211–215
preloaders, 168
printable pages, 222–224
shape tween animation, 119–120
slideshows, 125–127
soundtracks, 33–34, 167–168
storyboards, 27–30
symbols, 45–47
text, 14–15, 66–67

ticker tape marquee, 241–246
tool tips, 182–188
XML documents, 196–197

current time display, 158–161
cursors

custom cursor, 235–237
drag-and-drop objects, 176–180

Custom Ease In/Ease Out dialog box, 112
custom easing, 112–113

• D •
data rate of video, 36
data types (variables)

Boolean, 144
numbers, 144–146
text (strings), 144–146

Date object, 133, 155–161
debugging

breakpoints, 19–20, 259–261
Debugger window, 257–261
properties, 258
variables, 258–259
Watch list, 259

declaring variables, 150–151
decrement (--) operand, 147–148
default size of Flash movies, 42
deleting

breakpoints, 260–261
frames, 107
motion tween animation, 111
objects from Library, 255
shape hints, 125
shape tween animation, 121

deploying video, 203–204
design

comps, 27–30
Greeked text, 285
mind mapping, 26–27
mock-ups, 284–285
planning, 11
sketching, 11
storyboards, 27–30
testing, 19

development of Flash, 9–10
dial-up versions, 24–25
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digital clock
ActionScript, 155–161
date display, 156–158
Date object, 155–161
dynamic text box, 156–160
time display, 158–161

directing users to Web pages, 139–140
displaying

current time, 158–161
layers, 62
tool tips, 184–187

distributing objects to layers, 60–61
division (/) operand, 147
Djojostudios.com/flash Web site, 299
document Library

deleting objects, 255
linkages, 279
symbols, 46–47
unused items, 255

Document Properties dialog box, 44
documenting work for clients, 286–287
domain name, 289
downloading

code, 155
Flash Player, 265

drag out event, 99
drag over event, 99
drag-and-drop menus, 16
drag-and-drop objects

ActionScript, 176–180
creating, 175–180
cursors, 176
games, 175
movie clips, 176
startDrag action, 176–179
stopDrag action, 176–177, 179–180
uses, 175

drop-down menus
ActionScript, 102–104
animation, 101–102
creating, 99–101

Duplicate Symbol dialog box, 93–94
duplicating

buttons, 93–94
tool tips, 183

dynamic text, 15, 78–79

• E •
easing, 112–113
EchoEcho Web site, 296
e-commerce

catalog, 224–227
forms, 217–222
PayPal, 227–231
shopping cart, 227–231

editing. See also modifying; tweaking
animation, 114–115
shape hints, 125
symbols, 49
text, 69

effects, converting into modular movie
clips, 281–282

Ellenfinkelstein.com Web site, 296
e-mail links, 74–75
embedding a Flash Web site in an HTML

document, 10, 268–270
encoding video, 202–207
events

drag out, 99
drag over, 99
key press, 98–99
press, 98
release, 97–98
release outside, 98
roll out, 99
roll over, 99

expanding layers, 63
expressions

arithmetic operators, 147–148
combining, 147
creating, 145–149
defined, 145
literal values, 145–146
operator precedence, 148–149

• F •
feedback from clients, 287–288
files
flashCatalog.fla, 224
FLV (Flash Video) format, 38, 207
shoppingCart.fla, 228
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files (continued)
sound files, 33–34
uploading to a Web server, 271

fills
bitmaps, 53
colors, 50
gradients, 51, 53

Finkelstein, Ellen
Ellenfinkelstein.com Web site, 296
Macromedia Flash 8 For Dummies, 

42, 45
Fireworks (Macromedia), 276
Flash

growth and development, 9–10
workspace, 42

Flash ActionScript. See ActionScript
Flash 8 Video Encoder, 34–38
Flash forms

ActionScript, 218–222
creating, 218
input text boxes, 217–218
mail-forwarding script, 217–222
Reset button, 219–220
Submit button, 220–222

Flash Kit Sound Loops Web site, 33
Flash Kit Sounds Web site, 33
Flash movies

debugging, 19–20, 257–261
default size, 42
flying text, 246–250
JPEG-quality images, 266
levels, 141
loading movies into targets, 141–143
moving backdrop, 237–240
navigating frames, 138–139
printable pages, 222–224
publish settings, 263–271
stopping, 137–138
testing, 256–257, 277
ticker tape marquee, 241–246
unloading, 143–144

Flash Player
downloading, 265
load order, 266
versions, 265
video, 204

Flash tutorials
ActionScripts.org Web site, 296
Communitymx.com Web site, 296
Computer Arts Web site, 295
Coolhomepages.com Web site, 298
EchoEcho Web site, 296
Ellenfinkelstein.com Web site, 296
Flash-creations.com Web site, 296
Flashkit.com Web site, 297
Flashstreamworks.com Web site, 297
Flzone.net Web site, 297
Lynda.com Web site, 297
Macromedia Web site, 298
Moock.org Web site, 297
Swift3D Web site, 296
Ultrashock Web site, 295
Webmonkey.com Web site, 298
Were-here.com Web site, 297

Flash Video Encoding Progress dialog 
box, 207

Flash-creations.com Web site, 296
Flashkit.com Web site, 297, 299
Flashstreamworks.com Web site, 297
FLV (Flash Video) format, 38, 207
FLV Playback component, 209–210
flying text, 246–250
Flzone.net Web site, 297
folder for layers, 62–63
fonts, 68–69
for loops, 148
Format Options dialog box, 70
formatting text

paragraph text, 69–70
static text, 66–69

forms (Flash forms)
ActionScript, 218–222
creating, 218
input text boxes, 217–218
mail-forwarding script, 217–222
Reset button, 219–220
Submit button, 220–222

forms (HTML forms), 217
forums for Web site promotion, 293–294
frame rate, 37, 45
frame-by-frame animation, 108–109, 122
frames. See also keyframes

creating, 106
defined, 17
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deleting, 107
labeling, 278
printable pages, 222–224
removing, 107

Free Transform tool, 280
full-motion video

compressing, 34–38
controls, 205–206
data rate, 36
deploying, 203–204
encoding, 202–207
Flash 8 Video Encoder, 34–38
Flash Player, 204
FLV (Flash Video) format, 38, 207
FLV Playback component, 209–210
frame rate, 37, 45
importing, 203–206
linking encoded video to a Flash

document, 207–209
modifying video playback 

parameters, 210
skins, 205–206
testing, 207, 209–210

• G •
games

drag-and-drop objects, 175
invisible buttons, 90–91

Garage Band application, 33
gathering assets, 12, 30
getDate method, 156
getDay method, 156, 158
getFullYear method, 157
getHours method, 158
getMinutes method, 158
getMonth method, 157–158
getSeconds method, 158
getURL action, 139–140
GIF format (images), 276
Google search engine, 294
goto action, 138–139
Gradient Transform tool, 53–54
gradients

colors, 51–53
converting, 53
defined, 12
fills, 51, 53
linear, 53

modifying, 53–54
radial, 53

graphic symbols, 46
graphical user interface. See GUI
graphics

ALT text, 291–292
animating image sequences, 125–127
compressing, 276
GIF format, 276
JPEG format, 276
JPEG quality, 266
load time, 276
optimizing, 30–32, 275–276
resizing, 193
slideshows, 125–127
thumbnails, 277

Greeked text, 285
Groovemaker 2.5 application, 299
growth and development of Flash, 9–10
GUI (graphical user interface)

assets, 12
background colors, 44
creating, 43–45
default size, 42
defined, 12
navigation bar, 14, 17, 92–96

guide layer, 115–116, 118–119

• H •
hiding

layers, 61–62
objects, 172–175
tool tips, 184–187

HTML documents
embedding a Flash Web site, 10, 268–270
text, 292–293

HTML forms, 217
hyperlinks

e-mail links, 74–75
named anchors, 278
text hyperlinks, 73–74

• I •
image gallery

ActionScript, 197–201
creating, 193–201
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image gallery (continued)
layout, 194–196
Properties Inspector, 195
testing, 202
XML document, 196–197

image-editing applications, 276
images

ALT text, 291–292
animating image sequences, 125–127
compressing, 276
GIF format, 276
JPEG format, 276
JPEG quality, 266
load time, 276
optimizing, 30–32, 275–276
resizing, 193
slideshows, 125–127
thumbnails, 277

Import Video dialog box, 203–206
importing video, 203–206
increment (++) operand, 147–148
indents (paragraph text), 70
initial payment from a client, 287
Ink Bottle tool, 50–51
input text, 15
input text boxes, 77–78, 217–218
Insert Target Path dialog box, 225
inserting

breakpoints, 259–261
e-mail links, 74–75
frames, 106
keyframes, 107–108
meta tags, 290
pop-ups, 210–215
shape hints, 123–124
text hyperlinks, 73–74
tool tips, 181–182

instances
classes, 133
symbols, 13, 48–49, 279–280

interface
assets, 12
background colors, 44
creating, 43–45
default size, 42
defined, 12
navigation bar, 14, 17, 92–96

Internet search engines
ALT text, 291–292
Google, 294
keywords, 291–292
Lycos, 294
meta tags, 290
MSN, 294
optimized Flash Web sites, 290
relevancy, 293
submitting Web sites, 294
Web site promotion, 290–291
Yahoo!, 294

interviewing clients, 11, 22
invisible buttons, 90–91
italicizing text, 68

• J •
JavaScript, 10–11, 131
JPEG format (images), 276
JPEG-quality images, 266

• K •
kerning, 68
key press event, 98–99
keyframes

actions, 136–137
blank keyframes, 108
comments, 281
creating, 107–108
custom easing, 112–113
defined, 106
flying text, 247–249
labeling, 278
ticker tape marquee, 242–246

keywords, 291–292

• L •
labeling frames/keyframes, 278
layers

ActionScript, 59–60, 280
animation, 59–60
arranging, 61–63
creating, 59–60
defined, 59
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distributing objects to layers, 60–61
expanding, 63
hiding, 61–62
layer folders, 62–63
locking, 61–62
masks, 172–175
motion guide layer, 115–116, 118
naming, 60
rearranging, 61–63
showing, 62
stacking order, 61–63
symbols, 59
tool tips, 184
unlocking, 62

layout of photo gallery, 194–196
Leete, Gurdy (Macromedia Flash 8 For

Dummies), 42, 45
letter spacing, 68
levels of Flash movies, 141
Library

deleting objects, 255
linkages, 279
symbols, 46–47
unused items, 255

line numbers in code, 260
linear gradients, converting to radial 

gradients, 53
Linkage dialog box, 279
Linkage Properties dialog box, 212
linkages, 279
linking encoded video to a Flash

document, 207–209
links

e-mail links, 74–75
named anchors, 278
text hyperlinks, 73–74

literal values, 145–146
load order (Flash Player), 266
load time, 18–19, 276
loading movies into targets, 141–143
loadMovie action, 141–143, 162, 277
locking layers, 61–62
loops, 148
Loopsound.com Web site, 33
Lycos search engine, 294
Lynda.com Web site, 297

• M •
Macromedia Fireworks, 276
Macromedia Flash 8 For Dummies

(Finkelstein and Leete), 42, 45
Macromedia Web site, 298
mail-forwarding script, 217–222
margins (paragraph text), 70
marquee, 241–246
marketing Web sites, 293
masks, 172–175
mathematical expressions, 147–149
melondezign.com Web site, 298
menus

drag-and-drop menus, 16
drop-down menus, 99–104
moving navigation menu, 188–193
navigation bar, 14, 17
symbols, 56–57

meta tags, 290
methods

ActionScript, 132
defined, 132
getDate, 156
getDay, 156, 158
getFullYear, 157
getHours, 158
getMinutes, 158
getMonth, 157–158
getSeconds, 158

mind mapping, 26–27
minimum width of skins, 205
mixing colors, 49–53
mock-ups, 284–285
modifying. See also editing; tweaking

gradients, 53–54
properties, 132
symbols, 49
video playback parameters, 210

modular movie clips, 281–282
Moock.org Web site, 297
motion tween animation

creating, 109–110
custom easing, 112–113
defined, 17, 109
deleting, 111
motion guide layer, 115–116, 118–119
motion path, 115–118

309Index

26_792209 bindex.qxp  3/30/06  6:17 PM  Page 309



motion tween animation (continued)
previewing, 110
Properties Inspector, 110–111
removing, 111
slowing down, 115
speeding up, 115
spinning objects, 114
tweaking, 111–112

mouse chaser, 233–235
movie clip symbols, 46
movie clips

drag-and-drop objects, 176
modular movie clips, 281–282

Movie Explorer, 132–133, 278
movies

debugging, 19–20, 257–261
default size, 42
flying text, 246–250
JPEG-quality images, 266
levels, 141
loading movies into targets, 141–143
moving backdrop, 237–240
navigating frames, 138–139
printable pages, 222–224
publish settings, 263–271
stopping, 137–138
testing, 256–257, 277
ticker tape marquee, 241–246
unloading, 143–144

moving backdrop, 237–240
moving navigation menu

ActionScript, 191–193
creating, 188–193

MSN search engine, 294
multiplication (*) operand, 147
multi-state buttons, 85–87
music in background, 161–162

• N •
named anchors, 278
naming

layers, 60
symbols, 46
variables, 149–150

navigating
ActionScript, 137
breakpoints, 261
frames of Flash movies, 138–139

navigation bar
animation, 17
buttons, 14, 92–96
creating, 92–96
defined, 14
moving navigation menu, 188–193

nesting symbols, 13, 46
notes (comments) in ActionScript, 280–281
number variables, 144–146
numeric literals, 145–146

• O •
objects

classes, 132–133
converting objects into symbols, 47
creating, 132
Date, 133, 155–161
defined, 132
deleting from Library, 255
distributing objects to layers, 60–61
drag-and-drop objects, 175–180
hiding, 172–175
methods, 132
properties, 132

offset from an array, 158
one-act preloader, 169–172
online catalog

ActionScript, 225–226
creating, 224–226
flashCatalog.fla file, 224
splash screen, 227

operators
addition (+), 147
decrement (--), 147–148
division (/), 147
increment (++), 147–148
multiplication (*), 147
precedence, 148–149
remainder (%), 147
subtraction (-), 147

optimizing Flash Web sites
benefits of, 20, 253
search engines, 290
tips, 254–255
unused Library items, 255

optimizing images, 30–32, 275–276
order of layers, 61–63
orientation of text, 68
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• P •
Paint Bucket tool, 49–50
paragraph text

formatting, 69–70
indents, 70
margins, 70
Spell Checker, 70–73

passing variables, 152–153
payments from clients, 287
PayPal, 227–231
photo editing applications, 276
photo gallery

ActionScript, 197–201
creating, 193–201
layout, 194–196
Properties Inspector, 195

photo gallery (continued)
testing, 202
XML document, 196–197

photos
ALT text, 291–292
animating photo sequences, 125–127
compressing, 276
GIF format, 276
JPEG format, 276
JPEG quality, 266
load time, 276
optimizing, 30–32, 275–276
resizing, 193
slideshows, 125–127
thumbnails, 277

Photoshop (Adobe), 276
planning the design, 11
pop-ups

ActionScript, 211–215
adding, 210–215
creating, 211–215
positioning, 213–214
testing, 215

portfolio, 22
position of characters, 68
positioning

pop-ups, 213–214
tool tips, 183

precedence of operators, 148–149
preloaders

ActionScript, 16
Bandwith Profiler preloader, 168–169

creating, 168
determining if one is needed, 25–26
one-act preloader, 169–172
purpose of, 16

press event, 98
previewing

motion tween animation, 110
shape tween animation, 120

print media promotion of Web sites, 293
printable pages, 222–224
programming with ActionScript

Actions panel, 134–135
buttons, 96–99
classes, 132
comments, 280–281
custom cursor, 235–237
debugging, 19–20, 257–261
drag-and-drop menus, 16
drop-down menus, 102–104
flying text, 246–250
forms (Flash forms), 218–222
layers, 59–60, 280
masks, 172–175
methods, 132
mouse chaser, 234–235
Movie Explorer, 278
moving backdrop, 237–240
moving navigation menu, 191–193
navigating, 137
online catalog, 225–226
photo gallery, 197–201
pop-ups, 211–215
preloaders, 16
properties, 132
Script Assist, 16, 133–134
shopping cart, 228–231
similarity to JavaScript, 11, 131
sound controller, 162–167
symbols, 13
ticker tape marquee, 241–246
tool tips, 183–188
troubleshooting, 278
variables, 144–153
versions of ActionScript, 266

promoting Web sites
ALT text, 292
blogs, 293–294
forums, 293–294
keywords, 291–292
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promoting Web sites (continued)
with links from other Web sites, 293
meta tags, 290
print media, 293
search engines, 290–291

properties
ActionScript, 132
debugging, 258
defined, 132
modifying, 132

Properties Inspector
motion tween animation, 110–112
photo gallery, 195
shape tween animation, 119–122
text, 66–68
tool tips, 183–184

Publish Settings dialog box, 263–271
publishing Flash Web sites

embedding a Flash Web site in an HTML
document, 268–270

process overview, 20
Publish command, 271–272
setting publish settings, 263–271
uploading files to a Web server, 271

punctuation, 149

• Q •
quality

JPEG-quality images, 266
sound quality, 267

questionnaire for potential clients, 23,
283–284

• R •
radial gradients, converting to linear 

gradients, 53
rearranging layers, 61–63
registration point

motion path, 116–117
tool tips, 182

release event, 97–98
release outside event, 98
relevancy (search engines), 293
remainder (%) operand, 147
removing

breakpoints, 260–261
frames, 107

motion tween animation, 111
objects from Library, 255
shape hints, 125
shape tween animation, 121

reserved words, 149
Reset button (Flash forms), 219–220
resetting variables, 153
resizing

images, 193
photos, 193

resources
ActionScripts.org, 296
Bestflashanimationsite.com, 298
Communitymx.com, 296
Computer Arts Web site, 295
Coolhomepages.com, 298
Djojostudios.com/flash, 299
EchoEcho Web site, 296
Ellenfinkelstein.com, 296
Flash-creations.com, 296
Flashkit.com, 297, 299
Flashstreamworks.com, 297
Flzone.net, 297
Lynda.com, 297
Macromedia Web site, 298
melondezign.com, 298
Moock.org, 297
Soundshopper.com, 299
Swift3D Web site, 296
Ultrashock Web site, 295
Webmonkey.com, 298
Were-here.com, 297

retrieving elements from arrays, 158
roll out event, 99
roll over event, 99
rotating objects, 114

• S •
screen captures, 22
Script Assist, 16, 133–134
scripting with ActionScript

Actions panel, 134–135
buttons, 96–99
classes, 132
comments, 280–281
custom cursor, 235–237
debugging, 19–20, 257–261
drag-and-drop menus, 16
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drop-down menus, 102–104
flying text, 246–250
forms (Flash forms), 218–222
layers, 59–60, 280
masks, 172–175
methods, 132
mouse chaser, 234–235
Movie Explorer, 278
moving backdrop, 237–240
moving navigation menu, 191–193
navigating, 137
online catalog, 225–226
photo gallery, 197–201
pop-ups, 211–215
preloaders, 16
properties, 132
Script Assist, 16, 133–134
shopping cart, 228–231
similarity to JavaScript, 11, 131
sound controller, 162–167
symbols, 13
ticker tape marquee, 241–246
tool tips, 183–188
troubleshooting, 278
variables, 144–153
versions of ActionScript, 266

scrolling ticker tape marquee, 241–246
search engines

ALT text, 291–292
Google, 294
keywords, 291–292
Lycos, 294
meta tags, 290
MSN, 294
optimized Flash Web sites, 290
relevancy, 293
submitting Web sites, 294
Web site promotion, 290–291
Yahoo!, 294

setMask action, 173–174
setting

breakpoints, 259–261
publish settings, 263–271

shape hints
adding, 123–124
deleting, 125
editing, 125
removing, 125

shape tween animation
creating, 119–120
defined, 18, 109, 119
deleting, 121
previewing, 120
Properties Inspector, 119–122
removing, 121
shape hints, 123–125
symbols, 121
tweaking, 121–122

Shockwave.com Web site, 33
shopping cart

ActionScript, 228–231
buttons, 230–231
PayPal account, 227–231
shoppingCart.fla file, 228

showing
current time, 158–161
layers, 62
tool tips, 184–187

sign-offs from clients, 285
sketching the design, 11
skins

minimum width, 205
video, 205–206

slideshows, 125–127
slowing down motion tween animation, 115
SnagIt screen-capture hardware, 22
Sony Acid Music, 33, 299
sound

background music, 161–162
bit rate, 267
buttons, 18, 33, 89–90
compressing, 267
Flash Kit Sound Loops Web site, 33
Flash Kit Sounds Web site, 33
Groovemaker 2.5 application, 299
Loopsound.com Web site, 33
publish settings, 267–268
quality, 267
Shockwave.com, 33
sound controller, 18
Soundrangers.com, 33
Web site resources, 299

sound controller, 162–167
Soundrangers.com Web site, 33
Soundshopper.com Web site, 299
soundtracks

bandwidth, 24
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soundtracks (continued)
creating, 33–34, 167–168
defined, 18
sources of, 33

speeding up motion tween animation, 115
Spell Checker, 70–73
Spelling Setup dialog box, 71
spinning objects, 114
splash screen for online catalog, 227
stacking order of layers, 61–63
startDrag action, 177–179
static mock-ups, 284–285
static text, 14–15, 66–69
stop action, 137–138
stopDrag action, 179–180
storyboards, 27–30
string literals, 145
string variables, 144–146
stroke colors, 50–51
Submit button (Flash forms), 220–222
submitting a Web site to a search 

engine, 294
subscript text, 68
subtraction (-) operand, 147
superscript text, 68
survey for potential clients, 23, 283–284
Swap Symbol dialog box, 95–96
Swift3D Web site, 296
symbols

ActionScript, 13
background symbol, 57–58
banners, 55–56
button symbols, 45, 83–85
content, 55–58
converting objects into symbols, 47
creating, 45–47
defined, 13–14
editing, 49
graphic symbols, 46
instances, 13, 48–49, 279–280
layers, 59
Library, 46–47
menus, 56–57
modifying, 49
motion path, 117–118
movie clip symbols, 46
naming, 46
nesting, 13, 46

shape tween animation, 121
transforming, 280

• T •
target audience, 24
templates for content, 59
testing

design, 19
movies, 256–257, 277
photo gallery, 202
pop-ups, 215
video, 207, 209–210

text. See also paragraph text
aligning, 68
ALT text, 291–292
anti-aliasing, 69
boldfacing, 68
breaking apart, 75–77
buttons, 14
character position, 68
colors, 68
creating, 14–15, 66–67
dynamic text, 15, 78–79
editing, 69
flying text, 246–250
fonts, 68–69
formatting, 66–69
Greeked text, 285
HTML documents, 292–293
input text, 15
input text boxes, 77–78, 217–218
italicizing, 68
kerning, 68
letter spacing, 68
orientation, 68
Properties Inspector, 66–68
Spell Checker, 70–73
static text, 14–15, 66–69
subscript, 68
superscript, 68
Text tool, 65–67
TextArea component, 79–81
vector objects, 76–77

text banners, 17
text hyperlinks, 73–74
Text tool, 65–67
text variables, 144–146
TextArea component, 79–81

314 Building Flash Web Sites For Dummies 

26_792209 bindex.qxp  3/30/06  6:17 PM  Page 314



thumbnails (images), 277
ticker tape marquee, 241–246
time clock

ActionScript, 155–161
date display, 156–158
Date object, 155–161
dynamic text box, 156–160
time display, 158–161

timeline (animation), 17
tool tips

ActionScript, 183–188
adding, 181–182
buttons, 187–188
creating, 182–188
duplicating, 183
hiding, 184–187
layers, 184
positioning, 183
Properties Inspector, 183–184
registration point, 182
showing, 184–187

tools
Free Transform tool, 280
Gradient Transform tool, 53–54
Ink Bottle tool, 50–51
Paint Bucket tool, 49–50
Text tool, 65–67

training. See tutorials
transforming symbols, 280
Triolo, Helen, Flash-creations.com Web

site, 296
troubleshooting ActionScript, 278
tutorials

ActionScripts.org Web site, 296
Communitymx.com Web site, 296
Computer Arts Web site, 295
Coolhomepages.com Web site, 298
EchoEcho Web site, 296
Ellenfinkelstein.com Web site, 296
Flash-creations.com Web site, 296
Flashkit.com Web site, 297
Flashstreamworks.com Web site, 297
Flzone.net Web site, 297
Lynda.com Web site, 297
Macromedia Web site, 298
Moock.org Web site, 297
Swift3D Web site, 296
Ultrashock Web site, 295

Webmonkey.com Web site, 298
Were-here.com Web site, 297

tweaking. See also editing; modifying
motion tween animation, 111–112
shape tween animation, 121–122

tweening animation
defined, 17–18, 109
motion tween, 17, 109–119
shape tween, 18, 109, 119–125

• U •
Ultrashock Web site, 295
unloading movies, 143–144
unloadMovie action, 143–144
unlocking layers, 62
unused Library items, 255
uploading files to a Web server, 271
user interface

assets, 12
background colors, 44
creating, 43–45
default size, 42
defined, 12
navigation bar, 14, 17, 92–96

• V •
values

assigning to variables, 151
literal values, 145–146

variables
ActionScript, 144–153
assigning values to variables, 151
Boolean variables, 144
data types, 144–146
debugging, 258–259
declaring, 150–151
expressions, 145–149
naming, 149–150
number variables, 144–146
passing, 152–153
resetting, 153
text (string) variables, 144–146

vector objects
defined, 12
text, 76–77
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versions
ActionScript, 266
Flash Player, 265

video
compressing, 34–38
controls, 205–206
data rate, 36
deploying, 203–204
encoding, 202–207
Flash 8 Video Encoder, 34–38
Flash Player, 204
FLV (Flash Video) format, 38, 207
FLV Playback component, 209–210
frame rate, 37, 45
importing, 203–206
linking encoded video to a Flash

document, 207–209
modifying video playback 

parameters, 210
skins, 205–206
testing, 207, 209–210

viewing line numbers in code, 260

• W •
Watch list (debugging), 259
Web developers, 16
Web sites

ActionScripts.org, 296
Bestflashanimationsite.com, 298
Communitymx.com, 296
companion Web site for this book, 5
Computer Arts, 295
Coolhomepages.com, 298
directing users to a specific Web page,

139–140

Djojostudios.com/flash, 299
EchoEcho, 296
Ellenfinkelstein.com, 296
Flash Kit Sound Loops, 33
Flash Kit Sounds, 33
Flash-creations.com, 296
Flashkit.com, 297, 299
Flashstreamworks.com, 297
Flzone.net, 297
Loopsound.com, 33
Lynda.com, 297
Macromedia, 298
marketing, 293
melondezign.com, 298
Moock.org, 297
promoting, 290–294
Shockwave.com, 33
Sony Acid Music, 299
Soundrangers.com, 33
Soundshopper.com, 299
Swift3D, 296
Ultrashock, 295
Webmonkey.com, 298
Were-here.com, 297

Web-safe colors, 50
workspace, 42

• X •
XML documents, 193, 196–197

• Y •
Yahoo! search engine, 294
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