
I N D E X

accommodation, of information, 14
accountability, 32, 185–186
Addition Bingo (math activity), 106
analysis, in cognitive learning taxonomy,

25, 27
And the Moral of the Story Is . . . (read-

ing activity), 55–56
anxieties, about third grade, 200
application, in cognitive learning taxon-

omy, 25, 27
assimilation, of information, 14
attention span, 18
auditory learning style, 21–23
Aye or Nay (social studies activity),

160–161

Basketball (reading activity), 50–51
Bird’s–Eye View (social studies activity),

168–169
Bloom, Benjamin, 24–29
Body Map (science activity), 133–134

Calisthenics (science activity), 131–133
City Mouse, Country Mouse (social stud-

ies activity), 152–153
Closer Constellations (science activity),

136–137
cognitive development 

Piaget on, 13–16

readiness for third grade in, 199–200
teaching thinking skills, 173–179

cognitive learning levels, 24–29
Come See Where I Live! (social studies

activity), 154
Comic Strip Mix–Up (reading activity),

54–55
communication

with teachers, 6–8
for teaching thinking skills, 173–175

communities, in social studies, 151–158
comprehension, 176–177

in cognitive learning taxonomy, 25, 26
in reading, 37–38, 52–63

concentration, 52–53, 176
concrete operational stage, of cognitive

development, 14–15
control issues, 188–191
conversations, 2
Creepy Books (writing activity), 79–80
Cross (math activity), 104–105

decoding, in reading, 37–38
Definition Cereal Words (reading activ-

ity), 49–50
development, child’s, 2, 10, 18
developmental goals, 15–19
developmental stages, 13–16, 24
Dice–y Writing (writing activity), 78–79
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Dream House (math activity), 122–123
earth, seasons, and weather, in science,

143–149
education

evaluation of, 32–34
as local issue, 31–32

Envelopes of Money (math activity),
109–110

environmental learning
importance of, 1–2
in math, 125
in reading, 63
in science, 150
in social studies, 171
for teaching thinking skills, 179
in writing, 94

evaluation, in cognitive learning taxon-
omy, 25, 28–29

Flying High (social studies activity),
161–162

formal operational stage, of cognitive
development, 15

Friendly Poetry (writing activity), 75–76

geography, in social studies, 164–170
Go Fish (reading activity), 48–49
Goofy Greg (writing activity), 73–74
government, in social studies, 158–162
grammar, 66–84
Grocery Shopping (math activity),

110–111

Half Full (math activity), 115–116
Heads Up (writing activity), 88–89
Healthy Snacks (science activity),

134–135
homeschooling curriculum, 10–11, 35
Hot or Cold (math activity), 113–114
human body, in science, 128–135

I Measure Up! (math activity), 116–117
I’m the Teacher! (writing activity), 92–93
In the Past (social studies activity),

157–158

Internet, supplemental materials from, 12
Interview with a Monster, (writing activ-

ity), 80–81

Jumpin’ Parts of Speech! (writing activ-
ity), 74–75

knowledge, in cognitive learning taxon-
omy, 25, 26

KWL Reading (reading activity), 60–62

language
of math problems, 97
in reading, 52

learning standards, 3, 9
standards–based education and, 31–32
testing and, 32–34, 185–186

learning styles, 2–3, 21–24
Lightning Safety (science activity),

147–148
Literature Response Journal (writing

activity), 83–84
logic, 177–178

Magic Story (writing activity), 69–70
Map of the Community (social studies

activity), 155
math

addition and subtraction in, 97–111
environmental learning in, 125
readiness for third grade in, 198–199
shapes and measurement in, 112–125
skills comprising, 97, 126

memory, in reading, 53
Mental Math (math activity), 103
Mini Bios (writing activity), 72–73
Missing Numbers (math activity),

101–102
money issues, 195–196
Moonshine (science activity), 140–141
Mr. Nicholas Noun and Ms. Violet Verb

(writing activity), 70–71
My Local Government (social studies

activity), 162–163
My Weather (science activity), 143–144
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New News (reading activity), 42–43

observation, assessment by, 182–183
Ordering Time (math activity), 117–118

participation, parent, 6, 8–9
Pausing Punctuation (reading activity),

59–60
physical learning style, 21–23
Piaget, Jean, 13–16, 24
Pick–Up Sticks (reading activity), 51–52
Pin the Continent on the World (social

studies activity), 166–167
Place Values (math activity), 100–101
Planetary Postcards (science activity),

137–138
portfolios, assessment by, 182–183
preoperational stage, of cognitive devel-

opment, 14
private schools, 8–9

accountability in, 32–33
curriculum of, 35

problem solving, 175–176

reading, 1
comprehension in, 37–38, 52–63
decoding in, 37
environmental learning in, 63

materials for, 40–41
mechanics of, 38–40, 42–52

readiness for third grade in, 197–198
skills comprising, 37, 64

reasoning, 177
Root Word Families (reading activity),

43–44
routines, 1
rules

cheating and, 194–195
and government, 158
responses to, 18

Rules at Home and Rules at School
(social studies activity), 159–160

school secretaries, 8, 9
school systems

parents and, 5–8

private, 8–9
public, 5–8, 35

science, 127
earth, seasons, and weather in, 143–149
environmental learning in, 150
human body in, 128–135
readiness for third grade in, 199
skills comprising, 127, 150
solar system in, 135–142

Scrambled Letters (writing activity),
93–94

Scrambled Words (reading activity),
44–45

Seasons (science activity), 148–149
Sense–ible Walk (science activity),

129–130
sensorimotor stage, of cognitive develop-

ment, 14
Sentence Book (writing activity), 82–83
Sentence Pictures (reading activity),

58–59
Shadows (math activity), 114–115
Shapes Collage (math activity), 123–125
Shure, M. B., 173–174
Sidewalk Spelling (writing activity),

85–86
social behavior, of second graders, 18–19
social development, 187–188

cheating in, 194–195
control issues in, 188–191
money in, 195–196
team sports in, 191–195

social studies
communities in, 151–158
environmental learning in, 171
geography in, 151, 164–170
government in, 158–162
readiness for third grade in, 199
skills comprising, 151, 171

software, as supplemental materials, 12
solar system in science, 135–142
special education

learning styles in, 22
for private school students, 8–9

spelling, as writing skill, 84–94
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Spelling and Vocabulary Concentration
(writing activity), 87–88

Spelling Hangman (writing activity),
86–87

Spelling Rhymes (writing activity), 91–92
Spelling Story Starters (writing activity),

89–90
Spelling with Pipe Cleaners (writing

activity), 90–91
state departments of education

learning standards from, 34–35
resources from, 10–11

Story Map (reading activity), 57–58
Subtraction War (math activity), 107
summer, retaining skills over, 200–201
Sunny S’mores (science activity), 141–142
supplemental materials, 11–12
Swat It! (reading activity), 46–47
synthesis, in cognitive learning taxonomy,

25, 28

tactile–kinesthetic learning style, 21–24
Taking Turns Tale (reading activity),

56–57
Tall and Slouchy Nouns (writing activ-

ity), 76–77
Tangrams (math activity), 119–122
Tasty . . . Right? (science activity),

130–131
Tasty State (social studies activity), 170
teachers

assessment by, 182–183
communication with, 6–8
problems with, 7–8
use of learning standards, 31

team sports, 191–195
Ten Rings (math activity), 99–100
tests

other assessment and, 181–183
standardized, 33–34, 181, 183–185

in standards–based education, 33–34
teaching to, 31, 183–184

thinking skills. See also cognitive 
development 

at home, 1–2
readiness for third grade in, 199–200
teaching, 173–179

third grade, moving on to, 197–200
trade books, as supplemental materials,

11–12
transfers, 7–8
Travel Agent (science activity), 139
Twenty–One (math activity), 108

visual learning style, 21–24
Vocabulary Charades (reading activity),

47–48
Vocabulary Songs (reading activity),

45–46

Weather Writing (science activity),
146–147

What’s Going on Here? (social studies
activity), 156

What’s in a Cloud? (science activity),
145–146

What’s Wrong with These Sentences?
(reading activity), 62–63

Which Way to Go (social studies activ-
ity), 167–168

whining, 190–191
Whole World in Your Hand (social stud-

ies activity), 165–166
writing, 65–66

environmental learning in, 94
readiness for third grade in, 198
skills comprising, 65, 95
spelling in, 84–94
style and grammar, 66–84
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