Chapter 1
Jumping Right In

In This Chapter

Having some fun with your digital camera

Getting out and shooting

Transferring images from your camera to your computer
Opening images in Photoshop

Printing and saving your photographs

Thinking about digital workflow

n the past year or so, just about everyone I know has gone out and pur-
chased a digital camera. if you haven’t noticed, all the consumer elec-
tronic circulars in the Sunday paper have entire sections dedicated to digital

cameras, accessories, and printers. Yep, right next to the cell phone

page. Digital cameras may be the latest rage, but unlike the iPod,
[ bet that most digital cameras end up like old film cameras,
collecting dust on the shelf.

[ know people who purchased their digital cameras
two years ago and never bothered to learn how to
transfer images to their computer. After filling up
their memory cards, they display the pictures they
took by turning on the camera and reviewing the
pictures on the 1% inch LCD. Funny thing is, these
are the same people that are planning on buying the
latest and greatest that is available on the market!
The point here is to figure out the basics about how to
use your camera, load images to your computer, and
then go out and have some fun. Don’t forget to make a few
prints, by the way!
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Part I: A New Way to Play

Using Your Digital Camera

Though all the hundreds of different digital camera models that are available
today look different from one another, they all have the same basic operation.
All run on batteries that need charging from time to time. All need some sort
of memory card inserted. (Do this properly: They only go in one way!) They
all have an on-off switch and a shutter button. The most important part of
your digital camera is the user’s manual that comes with each one. Don’t
forget to read yours!

Using your digital camera is as easy as 1, 2, 3. ..

1. Learn how to turn on your
camera.

This step may seem a little
basic, but each manufacturer
does it differently. Don’t be
embarrassed: [ admit I've
fumbled a few times with new
cameras finding out where the
simple buttons and gizmos are. See Figure 1-1 for the on/off button on a
digital camera.

Figure 1-1: Power switches are located in
different spots on different cameras.

2. Get comfortable with your lens.

Play around by zooming in and out. Most digital cameras come equipped
with a zoom lens with which you can zoom out for wide-angle shots or
for some cool landscape shots. Zoom in to the image of a person for a
great candid portrait.

3. If you are shooting indoors, turn on the built-in flash.
4. Make sure your shooting mode is set correctly.

Automatic mode, surprisingly, works for many shots you take. Automatic
mode is great for now until Chapter 6 covers more advanced shooting
modes.

5. Compose your subject.

Make sure you're not shooting into the sun: You don’t want your sub-
jects dark with a light background. Look for things in the scene that will
detract from your shot, like power lines running across the horizon or
telephone poles sticking out of a person’s head. Make sure your scene is
square and not tilted. Try to get in the habit of taking the time to com-
pose your shot: You will be surprised how much of a difference it makes!

6. Depress your shutter halfway to focus, the rest of the way to take the
picture.

On most digital cameras, pressing the shutter half way focuses the shot,
and pressing the shutter the rest of the way opens the shutter and takes
the picture.
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The common process for transferring images from your camera to computer is:

1. Make sure you turn your computer on.

2. If transferring directly from your camera, make sure you turn your
camera off.

3. Plug the camera or card reader into your computer by inserting
the camera end of the USB cable into your digital camera and the
computer end of the USB cable into an available USB connection on
your computer.

4. Turn on your digital camera if transferring directly from the camera
or plug in a memory card into

the card reader. (wsoivey ________________®

‘Windows can perform the zame action each time you ingert

After a few seconds, your com- & disk or cannect a device with this kind of file:
puter should recognize the 5] Pictures
camera Oor memory card and What do pou wart Windows to do?
prompt you to choose your next v ~
step, as shown in Figure 1-4. @ Copy Disc
5' YOlll' comPUter WIll prompt yOll Copy pictures to a folder on my computer.
to choose the method to copy

your images, or your camera’s
software prompts you.

6. Choose to either copy the : :
images to the default folder on e o i sl i,
your computer or better yet, [

e . ak. ] [ Cancel ]
choose a specific directory
you created to copy these
images to. Figure 1-4: You're prompted for the next step.

Create a folder on your computer where you can copy all your images to.
This way your folder won’t be buried in the default images folder.

Your camera’s software may automatically assign a folder name each time
you copy images to your computer. Get familiar with the way your folders are
set up. After your images are copied safely to your computer and they are
backed up, as discussed in Chapter 4, you can then reformat your memory
card in your camera to make room for more pictures.

Always make sure you have a backup of the images that are copied to your
computer before you reformat your memory card. You want to make sure
that these images are not only on your computer, but backed up to CD for
safe-keeping. If you accidentally delete the images on the computer or the
hard disk fails, at least you still have the images on CD.
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making sure your equipment and Photoshop are set up properly are part of
the digital workflow. The order of adjustments you make to an image is
important to your digital workflow as are the procedures you use for sizing,
sharpening, printing, and saving. Phew! That’s a mouthful! The bottom line is
that digital photography is a complex process: The more disciplined you are
with best practices, the better your photography will become.

The remaining chapters in this book not only show you how to use this won-
derful image-editing software called Photoshop, but also provide the best
practices of digital photography and how all this relates to the overall digital
workflow.
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