
• Numerics •
1agent Web site, 235
4Consumers.com Web site, 209
4Insurance.com Web site, 311, 320, 324
401(k) plans, 164, 172–173
403(b) plans, 174
529 and Other College Savings Plans For

Dummies, Margaret A. Munro, 157

• A •
AARP Web site, 90, 167, 193
ABN AMRO Web site, 253
About Credit/Debt Web site, 32
About.com Web site

budget worksheets, 56, 70, 334
credit workshop, 36
401(k) plans, 173
mortgages, 254
retirement plan tutorial, 165
retirement planning, 172
urban legends, 298

account aggregation service, 14, 58–60
accounts (bank). See bank accounts
accounts (brokerage). See brokerage

accounts
AccuQuote.com Web site, 12
Acordia Life Insurance Services Web

site, 328
adjustable-rate mortgage (ARM), 242
advanced-fee credit-card scams, 41
adware, 289
affinity credit cards, 46
aggregation service, 14, 58–60
Alliance for Affordable Services Web

site, 322

Allstate Web site, 25, 335
Altamira Web site, 28
A.M. Best Company Web site, 319
Amazon.com Web site, 211, 221
American Academy of Estate Planning

Attorneys, 201
American Bank, 82
American College of Trust and Estate

Counsel Web site, 12
American College Testing Assessment

Test Web site, 151
American Express Web site, 49
American Savings Education Council

Web site, 172
American Society of Home Inspectors

(ASHI) Web site, 255
Ameritrade online brokerage, 130–132
Andrew Tobias’s Web site, 18
annual fees for credit cards, 39, 42, 44
annual percentage rate (APR), 87
annual percentage yield (APY), 87–88
annuities (variable), 177
Annuity.com Web site, 177
anonymizers, 286–287
Answer Financial Web site, 325
AntiOnline Web site, 285
antispam software, 291–293
antispyware programs, 290
antivirus software, 278–282
AOL Web site, 59
APR (annual percentage rate), 87
APY (annual percentage yield), 87–88
Argone Credit Union Web site, 169
ARM (adjustable-rate mortgage), 242
ASHI (American Society of Home

Inspectors) Web site, 255
Ask Bankrate Web site, 44
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assets
financial aid for college, 145
financial makeover, 12
long-term, 26–28
short-term, 26

Assets Protection Law Center 
Web site, 192

ATM fees and surcharges, 80
Auriton Solutions Web site, 338
author’s e-mail and Web site

addresses, 5
Autobytel Web site, 269
automobile insurance, 319–321
automobile purchase

bargaining, 263–264
buying versus leasing, 267–268
calculating what you can afford, 262
calculators, 262
certified used vehicle programs, 273
checklist, 260
financing, 264–267
fuel economy, 260
inspections, 272–273
Internet dealers, 269–270
invoice price, 262–263
lemons, 273–274
rebates, 264
researching, 261
used autos, 270–272

AutoTrader.com Web site, 271

• B •
bait-and-switch credit-card scams, 41
balance transfer fees (credit cards), 41
balancing a budget, 68
Ballpark Estimate Web site, 171
bank accounts

certificates of deposit (CDs), 76
checking, 75–76
Federal Deposit Insurance

Corporation (FDIC), 74

money market deposit account
(MMDA), 76

opening, 82–83
savings, 75

Bank of America, 59, 78–79, 123
Bank of InternetUSA, 82
Bank-CD Rate Scanner Web site, 96
bankerages, 104–105
banking online

accessing accounts, 74
aggregation services, 58–59
American Bank, 82
ATM fees and surcharges, 80
Bank of America, 78–79
Bank of InternetUSA, 82
bill-payment services, 110, 119–121
call-center charges, 80
Charter One Bank, 78–79
check and deposit slip printing 

fees, 80
Citibank, 78–79
click-and-brick banks, 72–73
comparison shopping, 76–80
debit card fees, 80
E*TRADE Bank, 78–79, 82
Federal Deposit Insurance

Corporation (FDIC), 74
Harris Bankcorp, 81
low-balance penalties, 80
mobile banking, 81
money order fees, 80
monthly fees, 80
NetBank, 82
opening accounts, 82–83
overdraft charges, 81
PayPal peer-to-peer payment 

service, 84
per-check charges, 81
popularity, 71
proprietary software, 74
quiz, 74
returned check/NSF fees, 81
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service fees, 72
traveler’s check fees, 81
user profile, 77–78
virtual banks, 72–73
Wells Fargo Bank, 78–79

Banking Online Report Web site, 71
Bankrate Web site

auto loans, 266
automobile calculators, 262
credit-card comparison shopping, 44
credit scoring, 35, 38
interest rate comparisons, 96
interest rates, 12
money market deposit accounts

(MMDAs), 92
mortgages, 242
savings accounts, 86

bankruptcy, 38
Bardoudi, Carol, The Internet For

Dummies, 9th Edition, 2
bargain shopping, 214–216
Bayesian filters for spam, 291–292
BC Centura Bank Web site, 59
beneficiary arrangements, 192–193
Best Web Buys Deal of the Day Web

site, 216
Better Budgeting Web site, 91
Better Business Bureau, 307
bill paying online. See paying bills

online
Bizrate.com Web site, 209, 213, 224
Bluefly.com Web site, 223
BondRewards Web site, 98
bonds, 96–101
Bondsonline.com Web site, 217
BonusTree Web site, 217
brokerage accounts

fees, 129–130
opening, 133–134
popularity, 127

brokerages
Ameritrade, 130–132
Charles Schwab, 130–132

comparison shopping, 129
discount, 128
Fidelity Investments, 130–132
full-service, 128
limit orders, 130, 135
listed stocks, 130
market orders, 130, 135
mutual funds, 128
over-the-counter (OTC) stocks, 130
portfolio tracking, 137–138
ratings, 132–133
real-time quotes, 135
Securities Investor Protection

Corporation (SIPC), 133
stock orders, 135–136
stop orders, 135
stop-limit orders, 135
TD Waterhouse, 130–132
trading tips, 136–137
unregistered brokers, 303

budget
account aggregation service, 58–60
advice, 334
balancing, 68
calculators, 55
canned online budgets, 54, 66–67
creating, 13, 53–54
expense creep, 69
expenses, 55–58
income, 55–58
inflows, 56, 60–61
money wasters, 69
MS Money, 63–66
net cash flow, 61–62
outflows, 61
Quicken, 64–66
reviewing, 56
savings, 66
savings investments, 90–91
spending amounts, 56
spending leakages, 56, 60
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budget (continued)

time frame, 55, 61
tutorials, 70
worksheets, 56, 70

Bureau of Public Debt Web site, 97, 99
Business 2.0 Web site, 317
Butterflymall.com Web site, 217
buying a car. See automobile purchase
buying a house. See housing

• C •
Calcbuilder Web site, 176
calculators

automobile purchase, 262
budget, 55
cash flow, 12
closing costs for mortgages, 257
debt, 338
estate planning, 183
financial aid for college, 145
financial planning, 22
housing affordability, 228
insurance, 315–316
IRAs, 175–176
mortgages, 246
net cash flow, 62
net worth, 27–28
renting versus buying a house, 226
retirement, 12
savings, 89
savings bonds, 100
Social Security benefits, 167

CalculatorWeb Web site, 28, 334
call-center charges (online bank), 80
CampusTours Web site, 140
canned online budgets, 54, 66–67
CapitalOne Web site, 49
car purchase. See automobile

purchase
CardWeb Web site, 43–44
CarFax Web site, 272

Cars.com Web site, 261, 271
CarsDirect Web site, 270
cash advances from credit cards,

44–45
Cash Flow Calculator, 12
cash inflows

budget, 56, 60–61
defined, 10

cash leaks, 56, 60
cash outflows, 10, 56, 61
CBSMarketWatch Web site, 12, 254
CCH Financial Planning Web site, 194
CDs (certificates of deposit), 76, 93–96
Celent Communications Web site, 312
charitable remainder trust, 200
charities, 214
Charles Schwab

bankerage services, 105
brokerage services, 130–132
estate planning, 183, 196
risk-tolerance test, 25

Charter One Bank, 78–79
Chase Manhattan Web site, 245
Cheapskate Monthly Web site, 91
CheckFree bill-payment service, 

12, 114
checking accounts, 75–76
Chicago Title Web site, 257
Circuit City Web site, 215
Citibank

credit cards, 49
services, 78–79, 105, 123

click-and-brick banks, 72–73
CLUE (Comprehensive Loss

Underwriting Exchange), 235
CNet Shopper Web site, 213
CNNMoney Web site

budget information, 70
calculators, 229
Debt Reduction Planner, 337
estate planning, 196
savings calculator, 89
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student loans, 154
trust information, 192

Coldwell Banker Web site, 235
College Cost Forecaster v10.1 Web 

site, 145
college planning

average weekly earnings of
graduates, 140–141

award packages from colleges, 162
calculating future costs, 143
choosing a school, 142–143
College Scholarship Service Profile

(CSSP), 147
Education Bond Program, 98
financial aid application process,

143–148
financial aid calculators, 145
financial aid scams, 304–305
financial makeover, 12
Free Application for Federal Student

Aid (FAFSA), 147–148
grants, 148–149
Hope Scholarship (Tax) Credit, 158
savings plans, 154–160
scholarships, 150–151
student loans, 152–154
tuition discounts, 160–161
tuition increases, 141
work-study, 152

College Planning Network Web site, 151
College Savings Plans Network Web

site, 160
College Scholarship Service Profile

(CSSP), 147
CollegeBoard Web site, 141–142, 151,

154, 162
CollegeSavingsBank Web site, 159
comparison shopping

bill-payment services, 114–116
credit cards, 44–45
insurance, 15, 312–315, 318–319
interest rates, 15

online bank, 76–80
online brokers, 129

comparison shopping bots, 209,
212–213

complex trusts, 189
compound interest, 88–90
compounding fees (credit cards), 41
Comprehensive Loss Underwriting

Exchange (CLUE), 235
computer hackers, 277
comScore Networks Web site, 71
Consumer Action Web Site, 33
Consumer Sentinel Web site, 308
ConsumerNow Web site, 209
ConsumerREVIEW Web site, 212
Consumersearch Web site, 212
controlling debt, 336–340
cookies, 287–288
Coolsavings.com Web site, 222
correcting errors in credit report,

32–33
Countrywide Financial Web site, 245
Countrywide Home Loans Web 

site, 258
CouponMountain Web site, 220, 224
coupons, 218–220, 222
Coverdell Education Savings Accounts

(ESAs), 155, 157–159
Credit Card Catalog Web site, 46
Credit Card Menu Web site, 43
Credit Card Network Web site, 39
credit cards

affinity, 46
annual fees, 39, 42, 44
application process, 47
average household debt, 29
average outstanding balance, 37
balance transfer fees, 41
cash advances, 44–45
choosing, 42–43
comparison shopping, 44–45
compounding fees, 41
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credit cards (continued)

controlling debt, 337–340
debt, 37–38
Fair Credit Billing Act, 208
grace period, 41, 44
insurance, 41
interest rates, 37, 39, 42–43, 45
late fees, 45
membership fees, 44
paying bills online, 49
protecting information, 41
repairing credit, 41
reward programs, 45
scams, 41, 304
secured, 39
shopping online, 208
small-business credit card, 43
statements, 48–49
stolen, 40
tax payments, 46
unsecured, 38–39
using wisely, 40
utilization ratio, 36

credit consolidators, 38
Credit Debt Solutions nonprofit credit-

counseling firm, 38
credit report

correcting errors, 32–33
cost, 30
credit information, 31–32
credit score, 30, 33–36
free, 31
identifying information, 31
mortgage, 253–254
online credit-report agencies, 30
resources, 32
scams, 304
who can access it, 30–31
your rights, 33

credit-assessment calculator, 37
Creditinfocenter.com Web site, 12

Crimecheck.com Web site, 236
CSSP (College Scholarship Service

Profile), 147

• D •
Damaged/Bad Credit Cards Web 

site, 39
Dealcatcher.com Web site, 220
Dealcoupon.com Web site, 220
Dealnews.com Web site, 221
Dealoftheday Web site, 216
DealOne.com Web site, 216
debit card fees, 80
debt

calculators, 338
controlling, 336–340
credit cards, 29, 37–38
credit consolidators, 38
defined, 14
financial makeover, 12
housing debt, 31
utilization ratio, 36

Dell Outlet Web site, 221–222
Deloitte Web site, 203
Dinkytown Investment Profile Web 

site, 335
disability insurance, 328
Discover Web site, 49
D-Link DI-624 firewall, 283
DollarStretcher.com Web site, 91
durable power of attorney, 193

• E •
eavesdroppers, 278
EBates Web site, 218
eBay Motors Web site, 271
Edmunds Web site, 259, 263, 269–270
Education Bond Program, 98
Education Plan Web site, 160

346 Managing Your Money Online For Dummies 

30_572105 bindex.qxd  11/29/04  8:39 PM  Page 346



Education Savings Accounts (ESAs),
155, 157–159

eHealthInsurance.com Web site, 322
ElderWeb Web site, 167
E-Loan Web site, 245, 266
e-mail

author e-mail address, 5
collection notices scam, 305–306
privacy, 286–287
spam, 278, 290–293

eMortgages.com Web site, 251
Employee Benefit Research Institute

Web site, 175
Equifax Web site, 30
ESAs (Education Savings Accounts),

155, 157–159
estate planners, 201–203
estate planning

age-based, 196–199
beneficiary arrangements, 192–193
calculators, 183
charitable remainder trust, 200
defined, 180–181
document checklist, 202–203
durable power of attorney, 193
estate taxes, 182–183
health-care proxy, 194
heirs, 194–195
importance of, 182
intestate, 185–186
joint tenancy, 192
online courses, 193
probate, 186–187
retirement, 200
sharing your plan with family

members, 196
tax liabilities, 181
trusts, 184–185, 188–192
wills, 184–187

Estate Planning Law Web site, 202
E*TRADE Bank, 78–79, 82
EverBank Web site, 96

Eversave.com Web site, 219
Exclusive Buyers Agents.com Web 

site, 234
executable programs, 279
Expected Net Worth Calculator, 27
expense creep, 69
expenses

budget, 55–58
retirement plan, 168–169

Experian Automotive Web site, 272
Experian Web site, 29–30

• F •
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal

Student Aid), 147–148
Fair Credit Billing Act, 208
Fair Isaac Corporation Web site, 33
Fair-Debt-Collection Web site, 339
Family Care Givers Online Web 

site, 194
Fannie Mae Foundation Web site, 36
Fantasy Stock Market Web site, 134
FastWEB Web site, 151
FatWallet Web site, 216, 218
FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance

Corporation), 74, 95
Federal Citizen Information Center

Web site, 33
Federal Consumer Information Center:

About Annuities Web site, 177
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

(FDIC), 74, 95
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, 90
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, 334
Federal Reserve Bank of San 

Francisco, 254
Federal Trade Commission (FTC)

credit holder rights, 33
credit protection, 40
identity theft information, 295–296
Internet fraud, 308
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FedEx NetReturn, 211
FHA loans, 243
FICO credit-scoring program, 33–34
Fidelity Investments

bankerage services, 105
brokerage services, 130–132
budget worksheets, 56
college planning, 141
estate planning, 183, 197

FinAid Web site, 148, 151, 159
FinanCenter Web site

automobile purchase calculators,
262, 269

budget calculators, 54–55
budgets, 334
financial goals, 335
life insurance calculator, 329
retirement planning, 22, 167, 169, 171
savings calculator, 89

financial advisors, 13
financial aid for college

assets, 145
availability for various families,

146–147
calculators, 145
College Scholarship Service Profile

(CSSP), 147
cost of attendance (COA), 144
expected family contribution 

(EFC), 144
Free Application for Federal Student

Aid (FAFSA), 147–148
grants, 148–149
parental income, 144
scams, 304–305
scholarships, 150–151
special circumstances, 143
student income, 144
student loans, 152–154
work-study, 152

Financial Engines Web site, 172
financial makeover, 11–12

financial plan
advice, 18
calculators, 22
creating, 11, 18–19
factors to consider, 20–22
goals, 22–24, 334–335
liabilities, 27
long-term assets, 26–28
net worth, 26
online financial planning, 20–22
risks, 24–25
short-term assets, 26
strategies, 24

Financial Planning Association Web
site, 13

financing an automobile purchase,
264–267

FindSavings Web site, 220
Firewall Guide Web site, 285
firewalls, 282–285
First Tennessee Web site, 59
first-time homebuyer programs,

250–251
Fiscal Agents Web site, 12
529 and Other College Savings Plans For

Dummies, Margaret A. Munro, 157
fixed-rate mortgage, 241
Forbes Web site, 192
4Consumers.com Web site, 209
4Insurance.com Web site, 311, 320, 324
401(k) plans, 164, 172–173
403(b) plans, 174
fraud

Better Business Bureau, 307
college financial aid, 304–305
common frauds, 298
Consumer Sentinel, 308
credit card offers, 304
credit reports, 304
defined, 298
e-mail collection notices, 305–306
Federal Trade Commission, 308
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free vacations, 304
government endorsements, 302
loans, 305
phishing, 293–294
prescription drugs, 306
pyramid schemes, 305
state consumer fraud groups, 307–308
tips for judging Internet information,

299–302
unregistered brokers, 303
Word-of-Mouth Web site, 306

Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA), 147–148

Free $ For College For Dummies, David
Rosen, 140

free vacations Internet scam, 304
FreeShipping.com Web site, 224
Froogle Web site, 213
Frugal Living For Dummies, Deborah

Taylor-Hough, 68
FTC (Federal Trade Commission). See

Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
FundAdvice.com Web site, 171
funding the trust, 191
Funeral Directory Web site, 187, 194

• G •
GainsKeeper Web site, 137
Gap Web site, 215
GE Center for Financial Learning Web

site, 165, 193, 203
Get Smart Web site, 38
Gift America Program Web site, 249
gift assistance programs, 249–250
Ginnie Mae Web site, 226
GMAC Mortgage Web site, 245
GoCollege Web site, 151
Gomez Internet research company, 127
grace period for credit card fees, 41, 44
grants for college, 148–149

• H •
hackers, 277
hardware firewalls, 283
Harris Bank Web site, 59
Harris Bankcorp, 81
Harris Direct Web site, 171
health insurance, 321–325
Health Insurance Consumer Guides

Web site, 322
Health Insurance Savings Web site, 322
health-care proxy, 194
Home Buyer’s Center Web site, 234
Home Inspections USA Web site, 255
home loans, 241–242
Homegain.com Web site, 235, 237
homeowner’s insurance, 228
HomeRadar.com Web site, 237
Homeseekers.com Web site, 235–236
Hope Scholarship (Tax) Credit, 158
House Clicks Web site, 237
HouseCall antivirus software, 281
housing

calculating mortgage payments,
227–228

claims history, 235
debt, 31
features you want/need, 231–232
inspections, 255
insurance, 325–326
interest rates, 228
neighborhood reports, 236–237
private mortgage insurance, 228
real estate agents, 233–234
real estate taxes, 228
renting versus buying, 225–227
resale value, 231
timing a purchase, 229
types of housing, 229–231
virtual home tours, 235

HUD Web site, 242–243, 258
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• I •
I Hate Financial Planning Web site, 184
identity theft, 294–296
Identity Theft Resource Center Web

site, 295
Igive.com Web site, 214
Imoney.com Web site, 12
income, 55–58
Individual Retirement Account (IRA),

174–176
IndyMac Home Bank Lending Web 

site, 253
inflows

budget, 56, 60–61
defined, 10

Insider Reports Web site, 336
installment credit, 31
Instruments of the Money Market Web

site, 92
insurance

automobile, 319–321
binder, 315
calculators, 315–316
carriers, 317
catastrophic policies, 316
comparing policies, 317
comparison shopping, 15, 312–315,

318–319
comprehensive policies, 316
conditions and exclusions, 310
credit cards, 41
declarations, 310
defined, 310
disability, 328
financial makeover, 12
fortuitous risk, 310
health, 321–325
homeowner’s, 228
indemnification clause, 310
insuring agreement, 310

life, 326–329
long-term-care, 200
premiums, 309–310
private mortgage, 228
property, 325–326
quotes, 315
researching, 313–314
risks, 312
saving money, 316
terrorism, 326

insurance agents, 317
Insurance Finder Web site, 314
Insurance Information Institute Web

site, 313, 325, 328
Insurance News Net Web site, 311
Insurance.com Web site, 321, 325
InsuranceLocal.com Web site, 318
Insure.com Web site, 12, 313–314, 328
InsWeb Web site, 12, 311, 320, 324
Intellichoice.com Web site, 263
Intelliquote Web site, 329
interest rates

comparison shopping, 15
credit cards, 37, 39, 42–43, 45
credit score, 35
financial makeover, 12
housing, 228

interest-bearing checking accounts,
75–76

interest-only mortgage, 242
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Web

site, 176
The Internet For Dummies, 9th Edition,

John R. Levine, Carol Bardoudi,
and Margaret Levine Young, 2

Internet fraud. See fraud
intestate, 185–186
Investing Online For Dummies,

Kathleen Sindell, 138
InvestingInBonds.com Web site, 102
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InvestingOnline.org Web site, 133
investments

financial makeover, 12
Internet fraud, 301–303
low-risk, 14
no-risk, 14
retirement plan, 164
unregistered brokers, 303

Investopedia Web site, 93, 165, 171
InvestorGuide Web site, 80
IRA (Individual Retirement Account),

174–176
irrevocable trusts, 191
IRS (Internal Revenue Service) Web

site, 176
iVillage Web site

Cash Flow Calculator, 12
home buying, 233
net cash flow calculator, 62
net worth calculator, 28
“What’s Your Money Personality?”

quiz, 10

• J •
J.D. Power and Associates Web site,

132–133
joint tenancy, 192
Jonathan Pond’s Web site, 18
JumpOnDeals.com Web site, 220
Junior Achievement Personal Finance

Web site, 70
junk e-mail, 278, 290–293

• K •
Kaplan Web site, 151
Kelley Blue Book Web site, 263, 270
Key Bank Web site, 59, 102
Keynote Web Broker Trading 

Index, 133

Kiplinger.com Web site
bankerages, 104
calculators, 336
college planning, 161
estate planning, 184
retirement planning, 175

• L •
Lands’ End Web site, 218
late fees for credit card payments, 45
Lavasoft Web site, 290
leasing a car, 267–268
LegalMatch Web site, 202
Legalzoom Web site, 187
Lending Tree Web site, 37, 245, 266
Levine, John R., The Internet For

Dummies, 9th Edition, 2
liabilities, 27
life insurance, 326–329
Life-Line Web site, 315, 329
limit orders, 130, 135
Linksys Firewall Router BEFSX41

EtherFast Cable/DSL Firewall
Router, 283

listed stocks, 130
Living to 100 Web site, 169
living trusts, 187, 190–191
loan aggregators, 245
LoanApp.com Web site, 228
loans

auto loans, 266–267
credit score, 35
financial makeover, 12
home loans, 241–242
scams, 305
student loans, 152–154

long-term assets, 26–28
long-term-care insurance, 200
low-risk investments, 14
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• M •
malcode, 279
Mapping Your Future Web site, 145–146
market orders, 130, 135
Maryland Higher Education

Commission, 149
MBNA Corporation Web site, 46
McAfee FreeScan antivirus 

software, 281
McAfee Virus Scan Professional 8.0

antivirus software, 281–282
membership fees for credit cards, 44
middle-class millionaires, 2, 9
MMDA (money market deposit

account), 76, 91–93
MMFs (money market funds), 92–93
mobile banking, 81
Money Fund Basics Web site, 93
money market deposit account

(MMDA), 76, 91–93
money market funds (MMFs), 92–93
money order fees, 80
money wasters, 69
Moodys.com Web site, 319
Morningstar.com Web site, 137, 165,

176, 336
Mortgage101.com Web site, 226, 251
mortgages

adjustable-rate mortgage (ARM), 242
application process, 240–241
bankers, 240
brokers, 239–240
calculating maximum amount, 246
calculators, 246
closing costs, 256–257
creative financing, 248–249
credit report, 253–254
defined, 239
down payments, 247–249
FHA loans, 243

first-time homebuyer programs,
250–251

fixed-rate, 241
gift assistance programs, 249–250
housing inspections, 255
interest-only, 242
lenders, 239–240, 244–245
loan aggregators, 245
loan preapproval, 251–253
loan prequalification, 251
piggyback loans, 242
points, 247
VA loans, 243–244

Motley Fool Web site, 166, 175
MS Money personal finance software

accessing bank accounts, 74
bill paying online, 121–122
budgeting, 63–66
online brokerages, 131

MsMoney.com Web site, 12
MSN House and Home Web site, 

233, 311
MSN MoneyCentral Web site

account aggregation service, 59
college planning, 141
credit protection, 40
credit reports, 35
estate planning, 199
insurance calculators, 315
insurance information, 313, 325
personal finance advice, 18

MSNBC Web site, 28
Munro, Margaret A., 529 and Other

College Savings Plans For 
Dummies, 157

mutual funds, 128
My Yodlee Web site, 60
Myfico.com Web site, 12
MySimon Web site, 213
MyVesta Web site, 338
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• N •
Nader, Ralph, Winning the Insurance

Game, 314
NASD (National Association of

Securities Dealers), 301, 303
National Association of College and

University Business Officers Web
site, 161

National Association of Exclusive
Buyer Agents Web site, 234–235

National Association of Home
Inspectors Web site, 255

National Association of Insurance
Commissioners (NAIC) Web site,
326, 328

National Association of Personal
Financial Advisors Web site, 13

National Association of Securities
Dealers (NASD), 301, 303

National Automobile Dealers
Association Guides Web site, 263

National Directory of Estate Planning,
Probate & Elder Law Attorneys
Web site, 202

National Endowment for Financial
Education Web site, 171

National Financial Planners
Association Web site, 203

National Financial Planning Support
Center Web site, 39

National Fraud Information Center, 303
negotiable order of withdrawal (NOW)

accounts, 75
Nehemiah Program Web site, 249–250
neighborhood reports, 236–237
net cash flow, 61–62
net worth

calculators, 27–28
defined, 26
liabilities, 27

NetBank, 82, 105

Netgear Pro Safe Firewall/VPN Model
FR114P firewall, 283

NetInsurance Web site, 314
NetQuote Web site, 314
New Car Test Drive Web site, 261
NewHomeGuide.com Web site, 235
NineMSN.com.au Web site, 56
NOLO Web site

automobile purchase 
information, 262

credit card information, 40
debt and bankruptcy information, 336
estate planning, 192, 199
mortgages, 254

no-risk investments, 14
Northwestern Mutual’s Longevity

Game, 327
Norton

Anti-spam 2004 spam filter, 293
Anti-virus 2004 Professional antivirus

software, 281–282
Internet Security Suite 2004 

firewall, 284
NOW (negotiable order of withdrawal)

accounts, 75

• O •
Official Payments Web site, 46
1agent Web site, 235
online banking. See banking online
online bill paying. See paying bills

online
online brokerage accounts. See

brokerage accounts
online brokerages. See brokerages
online courses for estate planning, 193
online shopping. See shopping online
Orvis Web site, 215
OTC (over-the-counter) stocks, 130
outflows, 10, 56, 61
outlet shopping, 222–223
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overdraft charges (online bank), 81
Overstock.com Web site, 223
over-the-counter (OTC) stocks, 130

• P •
Pagewise Web site, 35
password protection, 285–286
Patagonia Web site, 222
Patriot Bonds (Series EE), 97
paying bills online

account setup, 117–119
activity page, 122
automated payments, 110
bank, 110, 119–121
Bank of America, 123
benefits, 108
CheckFree, 12, 114
choosing a service, 113
Citibank, 123
credit card bills, 49
electronic bill presentment, 109
electronic checks, 109
electronic payments, 109
financial makeover, 12
full-service, 110–111
limitations, 111–113
MS Money, 121–122
MsMoney.com, 12
paperless online bill 

management, 111
payee accounts, 109
PayTrust, 114–116
Quicken, 121
security, 108
security issues, 109
StatusFactory, 115–116
Wells Fargo Bank, 123
Yahoo! Bill Pay, 115

paying taxes with credit cards, 46
PayPal peer-to-peer payment 

service, 84
PayTrust bill-payment service, 114–116

PC-cillin Internet Security 2004
antivirus software, 281–282

pension plans, 166
per-check charges (online bank), 81
personal bankruptcies, 38
phishing, 293–294
piggyback loans, 242
Pond, Jonathan, financial advisor, 18
portfolio tracking, 137–138
pour-over will, 191
prescription drug scams, 306
PriceGrabber.com Web site, 213
Priceline.com Web site, 245
PriceQuotes Web site, 261
PriceSCAN Web site, 213
Princeton Review Web site, 143, 148
Privacy Rights Clearing House Web

site, 295
private mortgage insurance, 228
probate, 186–187
Probate FAQ Web site, 187
property insurance, 325–326
protecting credit card information, 41
Prudential Web site, 165, 184, 199
public record information, 32
pyramid schemes, 305

• Q •
QuantumOnline.com Web site, 12
Quicken personal finance software

accessing bank accounts, 74
bill paying, 121
budget, 64–66
online brokerages, 131

Quicken Retirement Planner Web 
site, 22

QuickQuote Web site, 316
quizzes

online banking, 74
risk-tolerance quizzes, 25
“What’s Your Money Personality?”, 10

Quotesmith.com Web site, 313
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• R •
RateService Web site, 96
Raymond James Financial, Inc. Web

site, 62
real estate agents, 233–234
Real Estate Article.com Web site, 233
real estate taxes, 228
real-time stock quotes, 135
Realtor.com Web site, 231, 235–236
Realtor.org Web site, 226
realtors, 233
RealtyAmerica.org Web site, 250
rebates

automobiles, 264
shopping, 216–218

Rebateshare.com Web site, 218
Recreational Equipment, Inc. Web site,

215, 222
ReliaQuote Web site, 316
repairing credit, 41
researching

automobile purchase, 261
insurance, 313–314

retirement plan
calculators, 12, 167
creating, 164–166
estate planning, 200
expenses, 168–169
401(k), 164, 172–173
403(b), 174
Individual Retirement Account (IRA),

174–176
investments, 164
Kathleen Sindell’s Online Investment

Program, 12
long-term-care insurance, 200
pensions, 166
real-world example, 169–170
revising, 164
Simplified Employee Pensions 

(SEPs), 176

Social Security benefits, 12, 166–167
time frame, 164
tutorials, 165
variable annuities, 177
what-if scenarios, 171–172
worksheets, 165

Retirement Planner Web site, 176
return management services (RMSs),

210–211
returned check/NSF fees, 81
Reuters Web site, 137
revocable trusts, 191
revolving credit, 31
reward programs for credit cards, 45
risk

financial plan, 24–25
insurance, 312
risk-tolerance quizzes, 25

Risk Grades Web site, 138
RMSs (return management services),

210–211
Road and Track Web site, 261
RoboForm password generator, 286
Rosen, David, Free $ For College For

Dummies, 140
Roth IRAs, 174–175
routines, 280
Rule of 72, 89

• S •
Safeco Mutual Funds Web site, 25
SAproxy Pro spam filter, 293
SaveWealth Web site, 187, 193
Savingforcollege Web site, 160
Savings Bond Calculator, 100
Savings Bond Wizard, 100
Savings Bond-Alert Web site, 99
savings bonds, 96–101
savings investments

annual percentage rate (APR), 87
annual percentage yield (APY), 87–88
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savings investments (continued)

bonds, 96–101
budget, 66, 90–91
calculators, 89
certificates of deposit (CDs), 76,

93–96
college savings plans, 154–160
compound interest, 88–90
financial makeover, 12
goals, 89–90
money market deposit account

(MMDA), 91–93
money market funds (MMFs), 92–93
opening accounts, 106
savings accounts, 75, 86
time frame, 88
tips for saving money, 90–91
Treasury bills, 94, 101–102
Treasury bonds, 102
Treasury notes, 102–103

scams
advanced-fee credit-card scams, 41
Better Business Bureau, 307
college financial aid, 304–305
common scams, 298
Consumer Sentinel, 308
credit card offers, 304
credit reports, 304
e-mail collection notices, 305–306
Federal Trade Commission, 308
free vacations, 304
government endorsements, 302
loans, 305
phishing, 293–294
prescription drugs, 306
pyramid schemes, 305
state consumer fraud groups, 307–308
tips for judging Internet information,

299–302
unregistered brokers, 303
urban legends, 298
Word-of-Mouth Web site, 306

Scholarship Experts Web site, 151
scholarships for college, 150–151
SchoolMall Web site, 214
Sears Web site, 215
Section 529 college savings plans,

155–159
secured credit cards, 39
Securities and Exchange Commission

(SEC), 301–302
Securities Investor Protection

Corporation (SIPC), 133
Security Guide for Windows password

generator, 286
security issues

adware, 289
bill paying online, 108–109
cookies, 287–288
eavesdroppers, 278
e-mail privacy, 286–287
hackers, 277
password protection, 285–286
phishing, 293–294
shopping online, 208
spammers, 278
spyware, 287, 289–290
Trojan horses, 278, 280
viruses, 278–279
worms, 280

SEPs (Simplified Employee 
Pensions), 176

Series EE Patriot Bonds, 97
Series HH bonds, 97
Series I bonds, 97
setting financial goals, 22–24, 334
SGS Automotive Web site, 272
Shields Up! Web site, 285
shipping costs for online merchandise,

223–224
Shop for Change Web site, 214
shopping bots, 209, 212–213
shopping online

bargains, 214–216
charity support, 214
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coupons, 218–220, 222
credit cards, 208
hidden costs, 223–224
improvements in, 207
outlets, 222–223
overstocks, 222–223
precautions, 208
privacy policies, 208
product reviews, 211–212
rebates, 216–218
return policies, 210–211
security, 208
shipping costs, 223–224
used or refurbished products,

221–222
warranties, 210

Shopping.com Web site, 209, 213
short-term assets, 26
simple trusts, 189
Simplified Employee Pensions 

(SEPs), 176
Sindell, Kathleen

Investing Online For Dummies, 138
Online Investment Program, 12
Unofficial Guide to Buying a Home

Online, 231
SIPC (Securities Investor Protection

Corporation), 133
small-business credit card, 43
Smart Pros Web site, 336
Smartbargains.com Web site, 223
SmartMoney Web site

automobile purchase information,
265, 269

bond market information, 102
brokerage ratings, 133
college planning, 141, 154
debt management, 32
estate planning, 183
financial aid calculator, 145
financial goals, 335
401(k) plans, 173

mortgages, 242
retirement planning, 22, 166
savings goals, 86
savings investments, 336

SmartPros Web site, 12
SmartSource.com Web site, 219
Smith, Wesley J., Winning the Insurance

Game, 314
Social Security Administration, 12
Social Security benefits, 12, 166–167
Social Security Benefits Planner Web

site, 21
software firewalls, 283–285
spam, 290–293
SpamCatcher spam filter, 293
spammers, 278
spending leakages, 56, 60
spending plan. See budget
Spybot Search and Destroy

antispyware program, 290
spyware, 287, 289–290
Standard & Poor’s Web site, 319
state consumer fraud groups, 307–308
StatusFactory bill-payment service,

115–116
Stewart Title Web site, 258
stocks

listed, 130
orders, 135–136
OTC, 130
real-time quotes, 135
trading simulations and games,

134–135
trading tips, 136–137

stolen credit cards, 40
stop orders, 135
stop-limit orders, 135
Student Guide Web site, 149
student loans, 152–154
Sygate Personal Firewall, 285
Symantec Security Check antivirus

software, 281
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• T •
T. Rowe Price Retirement Calculator, 12
taxes

estate taxes, 181–183
Hope Scholarship (Tax) Credit, 158
paying with credit cards, 46
real estate taxes, 228

Taylor-Hough, Deborah, Frugal Living
For Dummies, 68

T-bills, 94, 101–102
TD Waterhouse online brokerage,

130–132
Techbargains Web site, 216
terrorism insurance, 326
The-Adviser.com Web site, 173
TIAA-CREF Tuition Financing, Inc. Web

site, 160
Times of Money Web site, 314
T-notes, 102–103
Tobias, Andrew, financial advisor, 18
Today’s Seniors Web site, 169
Tomorrow’s Money Web site, 62
Tower Group Web site, 71
trading simulations and games,

134–135
traditional IRAs, 174
TransUnion Web site, 30
traveler’s check fees, 81
Treasury bills, 94, 101–102
Treasury bonds, 102
Treasury Direct Web site, 86, 99, 103
Treasury notes, 102–103
Trend Micro’s HouseCall antivirus

software, 281
Trojan horses, 278, 280
trusts

charitable remainder trust, 200
comparison to wills, 189–190
complex, 189
creating, 188
defined, 184
funding the trust, 191

living trust, 187, 190–192
pour-over wills, 191
simple, 189
storing, 185, 188

• U •
Understanding and Controlling Your

Finances Web site, 28
United States Postal Service 

(USPS), 210
Unofficial Guide to Buying a Home

Online, Kathleen Sindell, 231
unregistered brokers, 303
unsecured credit cards, 38–39
UPS OnLine WorldShip, 211
urban legends, 298
U.S. Department of Education Web 

site, 160
U.S. Department of Labor Web site, 166
used car purchase, 270–272
USNews.com Web site, 143, 149, 162
USPS (United States Postal 

Service), 210
utilization ratio, 36

• V •
VA loans, 242–244
Valupage Web site, 219
Vanguard Group Web site, 175
variable annuities, 177
vehicle purchase. See automobile

purchase
virtual banks, 72–73
virtual home tours, 235
Virtual Stock Exchange Web site, 135
viruses, 278–279
Visa Web site, 62

• W •
Wachovia Corporation Web site, 59
Wall Street Journal Web site, 166, 173
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warranties, 210
Washington Higher Education

Coordinating Board, 149
Washington Mutual Insurance Web

site, 314
Web sites. See Web sites by name
WebRoot Web site, 290
Wells Fargo Bank

bankerage services, 105
banking services, 78–79
bill-payment services, 123
mortgages, 245

what-if scenarios for retirement,
171–172

Wife.org Web site, 70
Wiley Publishing, 5
wills

comparison with trusts, 189–190
creating, 185–186
defined, 184
intestate, 185–186
pour-over will, 191
probate, 186–187
storing, 185

Wills FAQ Web site, 187
Winning the Insurance Game, Ralph

Nader and Wesley J. Smith, 314
Word-of-Mouth Web site, 306

Workindex.com Web site, 176
worksheets

budget, 56, 70
retirement plan, 165

work-study for college students, 152
worms, 280

• X •
Xap.com Web site, 145

• Y •
Yahoo! Web site

Auto sales, 270
Bill Pay, 115
Credit Center, 32
Finance Center, 60
insurance information, 336
insurance shopping, 318

YouDecide.com Web site, 311
Young, Margaret Levine, The Internet

For Dummies, 9th Edition, 2
Young Money magazine Web site, 28

• Z •
Zone Labs ZoneAlarm firewall, 284
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