
• A •
a- prefix, 25
‘aalaat (machines), 179
‘aalat al-Hisaab (computer), 178
aawinuunii! (Help me!), 282
‘ab (father), 64
‘abnaa’ (children), 65
‘abriil (April), 77, 269
accounts, bank, 190–197
‘aDHm (bone), 287
adjectives

comparative form, 109–110
defined, 20
definite, 27–28
feminine forms, 23
identifying, 21–24
indefinite, 26–27
irregular, 23
masculine forms, 23
multiple, with subject/object nouns, 32
nature, changing, 29
noun interactions, 24, 26–28
position, 24, 26

‘af’aal. See verbs
affection, public displays, 302
‘afghanisTaan (Afghanistan), 263
‘afham (understand), 211
‘afwan. hal yumkin ‘an ‘as’alaka su’aalan?

(Excuse me. May I ask you a
question?), 208

‘aghusTus (August), 77, 269
aHdiya (shoes), 273
‘ahlan wa sahlan (hi), 50, 54, 57, 156
‘aHtaaju bi musaa’ada fawran. (I need help

right away.), 285
‘a’id/’a’idii (repeat), 212
airport. See also flying; transportation

exchange desk, 199
registering at, 244–246

‘ajiib/’ajiiba (amazing), 22
‘akala, 90–91

‘akala (ate), 318–319
‘akh (brother), 65, 173
al- prefix, 22, 24, 25–26, 27, 106
‘alaa (on), 31, 207
al-’aHad (Sunday), 76, 77
al-’amal (work), 167
al-’amthaal noor al-kalaam. (Proverbs are

the light of speech.), 311
al-’aql li an-niDHaar wa al-kalb li as-simaa’.

(The mind is for seeing, and the heart
is for hearing.), 313

al-’arabiyya (the Arabic), 295
al-’arbi’aa’ (Wednesday), 76, 77
al-’azaq (the blue (one)), 26
al-baariHa (yesterday), 122
al-bint (the girl), 26
alcohol, not drinking, 302
al-ghad (tomorrow), 122
al-ghuulf (golf), 145
al-Hajem (size), 117
al-Hamdu li-llah. (Praise to God./I’m doing

well.), 51–52, 57, 306–307
al-Harbaa’ laa Yughaadir shajaratuh hattaa

yakun mu’akkid ‘an shajara ‘ukhraa.
(The chameleon does not leave his
tree until he is sure of another.), 312

‘alif, 13, 14
al-’imra’a (the woman), 26
al-’iraaq (Iraq), 56
al-’ithnayn (Monday), 76
al-jazaa’ir (Algeria), 56, 261
al-jaziira (the island), 295
al-jumu’a (Friday), 76
al-kabiir (the big (one)), 26
al-khamiis (Thursday), 76, 77
al-kitaab (the book), 25, 29
al-ladhiidh (the delicious (one)), 26
‘almaaniyaa (Germany), 263
al-maal (money), 189
al-madrasa (the school), 25
al-maghrib (Morocco), 56, 261
alphabet, 11–17
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al-qamar (the moon), 26
‘alwaan (colors), 23, 117–118
al-walad (the boy), 25
al-yawm (today), 122
al-yooro (euro), 200
‘amaama (in front of), 31, 207
‘amal (work/job), 171, 272
‘a’mal khayr wa ‘ilqahu fii al-baHr. (Do

good and cast it into the sea), 311
‘amm/’amma (uncle/aunt), 65
‘amriikaa (America/USA), 56, 262
‘amthila (proverbs), 311
‘amti’a (luggage), 233, 246, 273
‘anaa (I am/me), 34, 57, 156, 223
‘anf (nose), 287
‘annaii (my/mine), 223
answer key, Fun & Games quizzes, 345–349
‘anta (you), 34, 57, 177, 223
‘anti (you), 34, 57, 177, 223
‘antumaa (you dual), 35, 177, 224
‘antum (you MP), 34, 177, 224
‘antunna (you FP), 34, 177, 224
appetizers, 93
appointments, business, 160–161
Arabic

English word origins, 10–11
expressions, 305–309
historical significance, 10
Koranic, 2
learning, quickly, 295–298
Modern Standard (MSA), 1, 2
movies, 298
music, 297
newspapers, 296
proverbs, 311–314
regional dialects, 2
scholars, 129
songs, 298
speaking, 18
television, 295–296
transcription, 18

Arabic SaHaafa (press), 296
Arabic-English mini-dictionary, 331–337
‘arba’a (4), 75
‘arba’ata ‘ashar (14), 75
‘arba’iin (40), 76
‘arjentiinah (Argentina), 263
‘arqaam (numbers), 74–76
ar-rajul (the man), 26

articles
common, 25–26
defined, 24
definite, 24, 25–26
exceptions, 24–25
indefinite, 24
rule, 24

‘aSaabi’ (fingers), 287
‘aSaabi’ al-qadam (toes), 287
‘aSdiqaa’ (friends), 149
‘ashra (10), 75
ash-sham (the sun), 26
Asian currencies, 200
‘as’ila (questions), 101, 244
‘asnaan (teeth), 286
aS-SabaaH (the morning), 26
as-sabt (Saturday), 76
aS-Safraa’ (the yellow (one)), 26
aS-Saghiir (the small (one)), 26
‘as-salaamu ‘alaykum (hello), 50, 156, 300
aS-Samraa’ (the brown (one)), 26
as-sarii’ (the fast (one)), 26
as-sa’uudiiyya (Saudi Arabia), 56
as-sirr mithel al-Hamaama: ‘indamaa

yughaadir yadii yaTiir. (A secret is like
a dove: When it leaves my hand, it flies
away.), 313

ath-thulathaa’ (Tuesday), 76, 77
ATMs, using, 198–199
aT-Taqs (weather), 61
audience, assumptions, 3
auxiliary verbs, 231, 232
‘awlaad (boys), 20, 103
‘awraaq (money/paper currency), 189
‘awraaq (papers), 179
‘awwal (first), 64
‘ayna? (where?), 62, 205–207
‘ayn, 14, 16, 18
‘anyayn (eyes), 287
‘ayyam (days), 227
‘azuuru (I visit), 68
az-zarqaa’ (the blue (one)), 26

• B •
baa’, 14
baa’a (sold), 45, 46, 114, 323
baarid (cold), 268
baHatha (searched), 104
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baHrayn (Bahrain), 262
baHth (search), 104
ba’iid min (far from), 31, 207
ba’iid/ba’iida (far), 211
balad (country), 277
banaat (girls), 20, 103
banks

accounts, opening, 190–197
ATMs, 198–199
contact info, 193–194
deposits, 198
forms, filling out, 194
identification, 193
terminology, 189–190
withdrawals, 198

banyoo (bathtub), 222
baqsheeh (tip), 97
baraaziil (Brazil), 263
bard (cold), 288
baTii’/baTii’a (slow), 22
baTTaniyya (blanket), 222
bawwaab/bawwaaba (concierge), 233
bayt (home), 14, 165, 181, 183
beach, 149–151, 268
beverages, 94–95
bi ‘idni allah (With God’s guidance), 308
bi SaHHa (with strength), 308
biisoo miksiikiiy (Mexican peso), 200
biiyaano (piano), 151
bijaanibi (next to), 31, 207
bikam? (How much?), 62
binaaya (building), 209
bint

Gregorian, 77
Islamic, 77

bint (daughter), 65
bint (girl), 12, 20
bismi allah (In the name of Allah), 300
biTaaqa (ticket), 242
biTaaqa al-’istilaaf (debit card), 190, 198
biTaaqa al-’i’timaad (credit card), 

189, 198
biTaaqa shakhsiyya (personal

identification), 193
biTaaqaat (tickets), 256
biTaaqaat shaksiyya (identification cards),

274
biTaaqat as-saa’iq (driver’s license), 

193, 274

body parts, 286–287
breakfast. See also meals

fruit, 86–87
at home, 82
items, 82
terminology, 84

buldaan (countries), 277
Bureau of Consular Affairs Web site, 277
buses. See also transportation

frequency, 256
taking, 255–256
talk, 256–257
terminology, 256

business appointments, 160–161
buuq (trumpet), 151

• C •
calendar

days of the week, 76
lunar, 77
speaking about, 76–78

CD, this book, 351–352
check-in, hotel. See also hotels

staff interaction phrases, 233
talk, 234–235
terminology, 233

check-out, hotel, 235–236
clothes

accessories, 117
colors, 117–118
shopping for, 116–118
sizes, 117
types of, 116–117

colors, 23, 117–118
command forms, 212
comparative adjectives, 109–110
comparative sentences

with demonstratives, 111
examples, 109
superlatives versus, 111

comparing merchandise, 109–113
consonants, 14–17
consulates, 275, 277, 290
contact info, 193–194
conventions, this book, 2
country names, 56
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currencies
Asian, 200
European, 200
exchange, 199–203
exchange, making, 200–201
Middle East, 199–200
North America, 200
types, 199–200

customs, 249–253

• D •
Daad, 16, 25
daafi’ (warm), 268
daal, 15, 25
daar aT-Talaba (youth hostel), 224
Da’iif/Da’iifa (weak), 21
dakiiy/dakiiya (smart), 22
damm (blood), 287
damma

common verbs, 43
defined, 12
double, 12
long vowel form, 13

daqiiqa (minute), 122, 272
daraaja (cycling), 146
darasa (studied), 39–40, 318
darraaja (bicycle), 71, 253
darraaja naariyya (motorcycle), 253
dates, 270–272
dawaa’ (medicine), 288
dawla (country), 199, 269, 274, 275
day, time of, 123
definite articles, 24, 25–26
definite phrases, 27–28
demonstratives

comparative sentences with, 111
defined, 32, 105
with definite noun/definite adjective, 34
with definite noun/indefinite 

adjective, 33
list, 105
phrase meaning and, 33
plural, 33, 106
singular, 32, 106
using, 32–34

deposits, bank, 198
desserts, 94

destinations. See also trips
choosing, 261–268
countries, 261–263
terminology, 268

DHaa’, 16, 25
dhaal, 15, 25
dhaalika (that), 32, 105
dhahaba (to go), 135–136, 272
Dhahr (back), 287
dialects, 2
dictionary

Arabic-English, 331–337
English-Arabic, 338–344
using, 296

diinaar baHrainii (Bahraini dinar), 199
diinaar ‘iraaqii (Iraqi dinar), 199
diinaar jazaa’irii (Algerian dinar), 199
diinaar kwaytii (Kuwaiti dinar), 200
diinaar liibii (Libyan dinar), 200
diinaar tunsii (Tunisian dinar), 200
diinaar ‘urduniiy (Jordanian dinar), 199
dimaagh (brain), 287
diphthongs. See also vowels

defined, 13
examples, 14
sounds, 13
as vowel category, 11

diraa’ (arm), 287
directions

asking for, 205–215
repeating, 209–211
subject/object relationship, 207
“where” questions, 205–207

dirham al-’imaaraat (Emirate 
dirham), 200

dirham maghribii (Moroccan 
dirham), 200

disambar (December), 77, 269
diwaana (customs), 249–253
doctors

body terminology and, 286–287
locating, 286
symptoms, explaining to, 287–288
treatment, getting from, 288

dominant vowels. See also vowels
common verbs by, 43–44
defined, 43

double vowels, 11, 12
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dukhuul (entrance), 134
dukkaan (store), 99–105, 165
dukkaan al-iliktroniyaat (electronics store),

99
dukkaan al-malaabis (clothing store), 99
duulaar ‘amriikiiy (American dollar), 200
duulaar kanadiiy (Canadian dollar), 200
duulaar ‘oosTraliiy (Australian 

dollar), 200
duush (shower), 222

• E •
embassies, 209, 277, 290
emergencies

handling, 281–290
help, 281–285
legal, 290
medical help, 286–289

English-Arabic mini-dictionary, 338–344
entrees, 94
-est suffix, 109
European currencies, 200
exchange, currency, 199–203
expressions, favorite Arabic, 305–309

• F •
faa’, 16
faakiha (fruit), 86–87
fa’ala (did), 143–144, 153
faatuura (bill), 235, 236
fakhaar (pottery), 152
falastiin (Palestine), 262
fallaaH (farmer), 69
fam (mouth), 286
family

role, 66
speaking about, 64–66
words, 64–66

fannaan (artist), 69
faransaa (France), 262
faSl al-’uTla (holiday season), 228
fataHa (opened), 196–197
fatHa, 11

common verbs, 43
defined, 12
double, 12

long vowel form, 13
past tense and, 38

fawqa (above), 31, 207
fibraayir (February), 77, 269
fii (in), 31, 207
fi’l (verb), 228
finances. See money
fluut (flute), 151
flying. See also transportation

airport registration, 244–246
customs, 249–253
immigration, 249–253
plane boarding, 246–247
reservations, 239–242

formal greeting, 49
friends, Arabic-speaking, 298
fruit, 86–87
fuluus (cash), 189, 256
Fun & Games answer key, 345–349
funduq (hotel), 12, 209, 217–236
furusiiyya (horseback riding), 146
fuSuul (seasons), 72
future tense. See also past tense verbs;

present tense verbs; verbs
conjugation in, 44–45
defined, 44–45
irregular verbs, 327–329
regular verbs, 321–323

fuuTa (towel), 222

• G •
ghabiiy/ghabiiya (dumb), 22
gharb (west), 213, 268
ghayn, 16, 18
ghidaa’ (lunch), 81, 87–91
ghinaa’ (singing), 70
ghuraf (rooms), 181–182
ghurfa (room), 176, 217, 232
ghurfat al-ma’iisha (living room), 

181, 183
gifts, excepting, 303
goodbye, 51
greetings, 49–52
Gregorian calendar, 77
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• H •
Haa’, 15, 17, 18
haadhaa/haadihi (this), 32, 33, 105
haafila (bus), 211, 253, 255
-haa suffix, 223
haatif (telephone), 178
haatif ‘aam (public phone), 155
haatif selulayr (cellphone), 155
haa’ulaa’i (these), 33, 105
haDHan sa’iidan (good luck), 49
Hafiid/Hafiida (grandson/

granddaughter), 65
Hajj, 139–140
Hajzu (reservation), 224, 225, 233, 239
hal (name) hunaa? (Is (name) here?), 157
Hallaaq (barber/hairdresser), 69, 100
Hammaal (baggage handler/porter), 252
Hammaam (bathroom), 182, 222
handshakes, 299
Haraara (fever), 287
Harq (burn), 288
Hay (neighborhood), 209
Hayaat (life), 167
hayyaa binaa. (Let’s go.), 147, 158
hello greeting, 50
help

getting, 281–290
legal, 290
levels of, 282
medical, 286–289
offering, 284–285
shouting out for, 281–285
terminology, 281–282

Hidaa’ (shoes), 301
Hijaab (veil), 249, 302
hijra (immigration), 249–253
hind (India), 263
Hisaab (bill), 97
Hisaab maSrafii (bank account), 190,

190–197
hiwaayaat (hobbies), 61, 152–153
hiya (she/it), 34, 157, 223
Hiyaaka (knitting), 152
hobbies, 70–71, 152–153
home

bathroom, 182
family life, 183
kitchen, 182

life at, 181–185
rooms, 181–182
talk, 183–185

hospitality, 303
hotels

bills, 235
checking into, 232–235
checking out of, 235–236
length of stay, 228–229
price, 224–227
reservations, 224–232
room details, 220–222
selecting, 217–224
staying at, 217–236
terminology, 217–218

-hu suffix, 223
Hujuuzaat (reservations), 278
hum (they MP), 34, 224
humaa (they dual), 35, 224
-humaa suffix, 224
-hum suffix, 224
hunaa (here), 211
hunaaka (there), 211
hunna (they FP), 35, 224
-hunna suffix, 224
Husub (accounts), 190
huwa (he), 34, 38, 157, 223

• I •
‘ibn (son), 65
icons, this book, 4–5
Identification, 193
‘idhhab/’idhhabii (go), 212
iHdaa ‘ashar (11), 75
‘iid (holidays), 183
-ii suffix, 54, 223
-iin suffix, 76
‘iiSaala (receipt), 236
‘iiwaa’ (accommodations), 217
‘ijtimaa’ (meeting), 160
‘ilaa (to), 31, 124, 125, 207
‘ilaa al-ghad (see you tomorrow), 51
‘ilaa al-liqaa’ (until next time), 51, 57
‘ilaaj (treatment), 288
‘i’laan (declare), 253
‘imaaraat (United Arab Emirates), 262
‘imdaa’ (signature), 194
immigration, 249–253
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imperative verbs, 177
‘imra’a (woman), 20
‘imshii (walk), 212
‘inda (possession), 179
indefinite phrases, 26–27
informal greeting, 49
‘injlaTirra (England), 262
inshaa’ allah. (If God wishes it.), 307
Internet, surfing, 297
‘inTilaaq (departure), 247
introductions

“It’s a pleasure to meet you,” 54
speaking, 54–55
“What’s your name?,” 53

‘iraan (Iran), 262
‘iraaq (Iraq), 262
irregular adjectives, 23
irregular verbs

common, 47
conjugation, 45–47
in future tense, 327–329
in past tense, 323–325
in present tense, 325–327

‘isbaaniya (Spain), 262
‘ishaa’ (dinner), 81, 92
‘ishriin (20), 75, 76
‘ishtaraa (bought), 115, 324
Islamic calendar, 78
‘ismii (my name), 54, 57
‘ism (name), 54, 57, 162, 163
‘isra’iil (Israel), 262
‘istimaarat aT-Talab (application 

form), 194
‘iTaaliyaa (Italy), 262
‘iTfaa’ii (fireman), 69
‘ithnaa ‘ashar (12), 75
‘ithnayn (2), 74
‘ittijaahaat (directions), 205–215
‘iyaada (clinic), 288

• J •
jaahiz/jaahiza (ready), 176
jaai’ (hungry), 81
jaami’a (university), 20, 64
jabal (mountain), 268
jadd/jadda (grandfather/grandmother), 65
jamiil/jamiila (beautiful), 21
janoub (south), 213, 268

jariidaat (newspapers), 168
jasad (body), 286
jawaaz as-safar (passport), 193, 244, 274
jiim, 15
jinsiyya (nationality), 251
jobs

finding, 167–170
gender distinction, 68
types of, 68–69

jumbaaz (gymnastics), 146
jumla (sentence), 29
junya briiTaaniiyya (British pound), 200
junya maSriiyya (Egyptian pound), 199

• K •
kaaf, 17
kaana (was/were), 37–38
kaatib (writer), 68
kabiir/kabiira (big), 21, 29
kadhaalika (same/similar), 68
-ka suffix, 223
kalaam khafiif. See small talk
kalimaat (words), 9
kam as-saa’a? (What time is it?), 121, 123
kam min? (How many?), 62
kamanja (violin), 151
kanaadaa (Canada), 262
kasra, 11

common verbs, 44
double, 12
long vowel form, 13

kataba (write)
conjugation with personal pronouns,

38–39
imperative, 177–178
past tense (wrote), 38, 317

katef (shoulder), 287
kayf al-Haal, 51
kayfa? (How?), 62
khaa’, 15
khaadim/khaadima al-maT’am (waiter/

waitress), 95
khabaran (message), 162, 163
khafiif/khafiifa (light), 22
khamsa (5), 75
khamsata ‘ashar (15), 75
khamsiin (50), 76
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khaTa’ ma’roof ‘aHsan min Haqiiqa ghayr
ma’roofa. (A known mistake is better
than an unknown truth.), 312–313

khudh/khudii (take), 212
khuruuj (exit), 134
kiis (bag), 273
-ki suffix, 223
kitaab (book), 21, 179
kooryaa (Korea), 263
Koranic Arabic, 2
kouratoun (ball), 12
kul yawm min Hayaatuk SafHa min

taariikhuk. (Every day of your life is a
page of your history.), 313

kulliyya (college), 20, 64
-kumaa suffix, 224
-kum suffix, 224
-kunna suffix, 224
kura (ball), 149
kurat al-miDrab (tennis), 146
kurat al-qadam (soccer), 71, 145
kurat as-salla (basketball), 146
kurat aT-Taa’ira (volleyball), 146
kuuwayt (Kuwait), 262

• L •
la’aba (play), 146–147, 152
laam, 17
ladhiidh/ladhiida (delicious), 22
language tapes/CDs, 297
laTiif/laTiifa (nice/kind), 22
lawn (color), 117
layla (night), 14
laysa (“to be”), 36
legal help, 290
length of stay, 228–229
li faatik bi liila faatik bi Hiila. (He who

surpasses you by one night surpasses
you by one idea.), 314

lii maadhaa? (Why?), 62
liibiya (Libya), 262
liira lubnaaniiya (Lebanese pound), 200
liira suuriiya (Syrian pound), 200
lisaan (tongue), 286
liSS! (Thief!), 282
long vowels, 11, 12–13
lougha (language), 9
lubnaan (Lebanon), 262

lunar calendar, 77
lunch. See also meals

items, 87–88
time for, 87

• M •
ma’a (with), 31
ma’a as-salaama (go with peace), 51
maa ‘ismuk (What’s your name?), 53
maa? (What?), 62
maadhaa? (What?), 62
maaDii (past), 177
maa’ida (dining table) items, 92–93
maaris (March), 77, 269
maayuu (May), 77, 269
mabruk! (Blessing upon you!), 308
madiina (city), 209, 268
madrasa (school), 20, 209
maghsala (sink), 222
maHaTTa (station), 211
ma’iida (stomach), 287
majalla ‘ikhbaariya (news 

broadcast), 295
makaatib (offices), 170, 171
makhbaza (bakery), 99, 209
maktab as-sarf (exchange desk), 199
maktab as-siyaaHa (travel agency), 100
maktaba (bookstore), 99, 209
malaabis (clothes), 99, 116–117, 273
mal’ab (stadium), 149
ma’luuma/ma’luumaat (information), 170
ma’mal (factory), 171
man? (Who?), 62
manzil (house), 167, 181, 183
maou’id (appointment), 160
maq’ad (seat), 242
maraD (sickness), 288
maraD al-Hasaasiya (allergy), 288
marHaba (welcome), 9
marHaba bikum (Welcome to all of you.),

305–306
mariiD/mariiDa (sick), 22, 287
masaa’ al-khayr (good evening), 57
mashghuula/mashguul (busy), 230
mashruubaat (drinks), 94–95
masjid (mosque), 138–139, 209, 300–301
maSlaHaat (interests), 168
maSraf (bank), 189
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maSrafii (banker), 68
masraH (theater), 209
mataa? (When?), 62
maTaar (airport), 199, 244–246
maT’am (restaurant), 93, 97, 158, 209
maTbakh (kitchen), 92, 182
matHaf (museum), 128–134, 158, 209
mawjooda (availability), 233
mawjuuda/mawjuud (available), 230
MBC (Middle East Broadcast Corporation),

296
meals

appetizers, 93–94
basic, 81
breakfast, 81, 82–87
desserts, 94
dining out, 93–95
dinner, 81, 92
drinks, 94–95
entrees, 94
at home, 92–93
lunch, 81, 87–91

medical help
body terminology, 286–287
doctor, locating, 286
symptoms, explaining, 287–288
treatment, 288

merchandise. See also stores
asking for, 105–108
best, choosing, 111–112
browsing, 100–101
comparing, 109–113

messages, phone
leaving, 162–164
with person, 163–164
with voice mail, 162–163

mi’a (100), 76
Middle East currencies, 199–200
Middle Eastern restaurants, 298
midyaa’ (radio), 222
miftaH (key), 233
miHfaDHa (briefcase), 233, 246, 273
mihna (profession), 61, 167, 171
miim, 17
miksiikuu (Mexico), 262
min (from), 31, 110
min ‘ayna ‘anta (Where are you 

from?), 55
minutes. See also time

as fractions of the hour, 124–126
specifying, 124–127
spelling out, 126–127

mir’aat (mirror), 222
mirHaaD (toilet), 222
miSr (Egypt), 56, 262
Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), 1, 2
money

ATM for, 198–199
bank and, 189–198
exchange, 199–203
terminology, 189–190

months, 269–270
moosiiqaa (music), 151
mosques

not entering with shoes, 301
not entering without authorization,

300–301
movies

genres, 135
going to, 135–138
talk, 136–137
terminology, 138

movies, Arabic, 298
mu’aawana (help), 282, 284
muballagh (equally), 309
muDaari’ (present), 177
mudarris/mudarrisa (teacher), 20, 64
mudiir/mudiira (director), 172
mudun (cities), 268
mughannii (singer), 69
muhaajir/muhaajira (immigrant), 251
muHaamii (lawyer), 69, 290
muHaasib (accountant), 69
muhandis (architect), 69
muHiiT (ocean), 149, 151, 268
mujrima (crime), 290
mukaalama haatifiyya (phone

conversation), 155
mumarriD (nurse), 69
mumathil (actor), 69
mumtaaz (excellent), 306
muqabbilaat (appetizers), 93–94
musaa’ada (help), 277, 281, 283–284
musaafir/mussafira (traveler), 242
musaafiruun/musaafiraat (travelers), 242
museums

Middle Eastern, 128
rules, 129
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museums (continued)
signs, 129
talk, 130
terminology, 131
visiting, 128–134

music, Arabic, 297
musical instruments, 151–152
mustakhdim (employer), 168
mustashfaa (hospital), 209
muTarjim (translator), 69

• N •
naafida (window), 222
-naa suffix, 224
naar! (Fire!), 282
naDHaraat (glasses), 273
nadhhab (we go), 272
nafaq ‘arDiiy (subway), 253
naHnu (we), 34, 224
najda (help), 282
naql (transportation), 239
nationalities, 56
nawm (sleep), 14
newspapers, Arabic, 296
nisaa’ (women), 20, 103
nonverbal signs, 53
North American currencies, 200
nouns

adjective interactions, 24, 26–28
common, 20–21
defined, 19
definite, 25–26, 27–28
indefinite, 26–27
position, 24, 26

nufambar (November), 77, 269
numbers

0-10, 74–75
11-20, 75
20-100, 76
ordinal, 214–215, 270–272
patterns, 75

nuquud (money/coins), 189
nuun, 17, 25

• O •
object pronouns, 223–224
offices

colleagues, interacting with, 172
departments, 171–172
environment, 170–181
lunch, 171
orders, giving, 177–178
professions, 171
schedule, 170
supplying, 178–180
talk, 174–175
terminology, 171

ordinal numbers
dates and, 270–272
defined, 214
as gender-defined, 214
list of, 214–215
for telling time, 122
use examples, 215

organization, this book, 3–4

• P •
paqisTaan (Pakistan), 263
past tense verbs. See also verbs

conjugation, 38–39, 40–41
consonants, more than three, 40
irregular, 323–325
personal pronoun suffixes, 40
regular, 317–319
structural form, 38

personal pronouns
defined, 34
list of, 34–35
position, 35
prefixes/suffixes for present tense verbs,

42–43
suffixes for past tense verbs, 40
use examples, 35

phone conversations
asking to speak to someone, 157
beginning, 156
business appointments, making, 160–161
messages, leaving, 162–164
plans, making, 158–161
social plans, making, 158–160
terminology, 155
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phone numbers, 165
phrases

definite, 27–28
hotel staff interaction, 233
indefinite, 26–27
with prepositions, 31–32

planes. See also transportation
boarding, 246–247
reservations, making, 239–242

prefixes. See also suffixes
a-, 25
al-, 22, 24, 25–26, 27, 106
definite, pronouns, 106
sa-, 44, 228
sentence meaning and, 106

prepositions
building sentences with, 30–32
common, 31
defined, 30
use examples, 31–32

present tense verbs. See also verbs
conjugation, 42–43
dominant vowel and, 43–44
irregular, 325–327
past tense verb differences, 42
personal pronoun prefixes/suffixes, 42–43
regular, 319–321

professions, 68–69, 171
pronouns

definite prefix, 106
object, 223–224
personal, “to be” sentences with, 34–35

pronunciation, 18
proverbs, Arabic

al-’amthaal noor al-kalaam. (Proverbs are
the light of speech.), 311

al-’aql li an-niDHaar wa al-kalb li as-
simaa’. (The mind is for seeing, and
the heart is for hearing.), 313

al-Harbaa’ laa Yughaadir shajaratuh
hattaa yakun mu’akkid ‘an shajara
‘ukhraa. (The chameleon does not
leave his tree until he is sure of
another.), 312

‘a’mal khayr wa ‘ilqahu fii al-baHr. (Do
good and cast it into the sea), 311

as-sirr mithel al-Hamaama: ‘indamaa
yughaadir yadii yaTiir. (A secret is like
a dove: When it leaves my hand, it flies
away.), 313

khaTa’ ma’roof ‘aHsan min Haqiiqa ghayr
ma’roofa. (A known mistake is better
than an unknown truth.), 312–313

kul yawm min Hayaatuk SafHa min
taariikhuk. (Every day of your life is a
page of your history.), 313

li faatik bi liila faatik bi Hiila. (He who
surpasses you by one night surpasses
you by one idea.), 314

use of, 311
‘uTlubuu al-’ilm min al-mahd ‘ilaa al-laHd.

(Seek knowledge from the cradle to the
grave.), 312

yad waaHida maa tusaffiq. (A hand by
itself cannot clap.), 312

• Q •
qaaf, 16, 18
qaamuus (dictionary), 117, 296
qaanuun (law), 290
qabiiH/qabiiHa (cruel), 22
qadam (foot), 287
qahwa (coffee chop), 84
qalam ar-rasaas (pencil), 179
qalam jaaf (pen), 179
qalb (heart), 287
qariib min (close to), 31, 207
qariib/qariiba (close), 211
qarya (village), 209
qaSiir/qaSiira (short), 21
qaTar (Qatar), 262
qawaa’id (rules), 138–139
qawiiy/qawiiya (strong), 21
qif/qiffi (stop), 212
qiithaar (guitar), 151
qiraa’a (reading), 71, 152
qitaar (train), 211, 253, 257
questions

examples, 62–63
speaking, 63
“where,” 205–207
words, 62

qunSul (consul), 290
qunSuliiyya (consulate), 275, 290
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364 Arabic For Dummies 

• R •
raa’, 15, 25
raaqis (dancer), 69
raDDa (bruise), 288
Rai, 152, 297
ra’iis/ra’iisa (president), 172
rain, 74
rajul (man), 20
rajul ‘a’maal (businessman), 69
Ramadan

defined, 301
fasting during, 301
no alcohol during, 302

ramla (sand), 149, 151
raqm al-haatif (phone number), 155, 162
raqs (dancing), 70, 152
ra’s (head), 286
rasm (drawing), 152
recreation

athletic sports, 145–149
beach, 149–151, 268
hobbies, 152–153
musical instruments, 151–152
verbs, 143–145

regional dialects, 2
regular verbs. See also verbs

defined, 45
in future tense, 321–323
in past tense, 317–319
in present tense, 319–321

religious sites
Hajj, 139–140
rules, 138–139
touring, 138–140

repeat, asking for, 209–210
reservations, hotel. See also hotels

length of stay, 228–229
price, 224–227

reservations, plane, 239–242
restaurants. See also meals

appetizers, 93–94
beverages, 94–95
bill, paying, 97
desserts, 94
drinks, 94–95
entrees, 94
menus, 93
orders, placing, 95

tip, 97
waiter/waitress, 95

ri’a (lung), 287
rijaal (men), 20, 103
rijl (leg), 287
riyaaDa (sports), 145
riyaal qaTarii (Qatari riyal), 200
riyaal sa’uudii (Saudi riyal), 200
riyaal ‘ummaanii (Omani dinar), 200
riyaal yamanii (Yemeni riyal), 200
rooms, hotel

details, discussing, 220–221
elements, 218, 222

rukba (knee), 287
rukkaab (passengers), 246, 247
rules

museum, 129
religious sites, 138–139
unspoken, 299, 303

• S •
sa- prefix, 44, 228
saa’a (hour), 122
Saad, 15, 25
saafara (to travel), 243
saa’iduunii! (Help me!), 282
saa’iH/saa’iHa (tourist), 251
saaksuufuun (saxophone), 151
sab’a (7), 75
SabaaH al-khayr (good morning), 57
sab’ata ‘ashar (17), 75
sab’iin (70), 76
Sa’b/Sa’ba (difficult), 22
Sadr (chest), 287
sa’eed (safe/happy), 68
Safar (trip), 68
SafHatin (page), 12
safiina (ship), 253
Saghiir/Saghiira (small), 21
SaHafii (journalist), 68
SaHiiH/SaHiiHa (healthy), 21
sahl/sahla (easy), 22
sana (year), 64, 230
sandwiish (sandwich), 87, 88
sariir (bed), 222, 232
sarii’/sarii’a (fast), 22
sa’uudiiya (Saudi Arabia), 262
Sawt (noise), 14
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sa-yabii’u (will sell), 327
sa-yadrusu (will study), 322
sa-yaktubu (will write), 321
sa-ya’kulu (will eat), 322–323
sa-yashtarii (will buy), 328
sa-yazuuru (will visit), 328–329
SayDaliiyya (pharmacy), 288
Sayyaara (car), 21, 182, 253
Sayyaara ‘ijaariya (rental car), 253
scholars, Arabic, 129
search, 104–105
seasons, 72
sentences

with common prepositions, 30–32
comparative, 110
demonstratives and, 32–34
“is/are,” 29
prefixes and, 106
“to be,” 34–35
without verbs, 28–30

shaari’ (avenue), 209
shaaTi’ (beach), 149–151, 268
shahr (month), 269–270, 272
shamaal (north), 213, 268
shanTa (suitcase), 233, 246, 273
shariiT siinimaa’ii (movie), 135–138
sharika (company), 171
sharq (east), 213, 268
shaTranj (chess), 152
shiik (check), 190
shiin, 15, 25
shi’r (poetry), 152
shopping

buying/selling words, 114–116
clothes, 116–118
items, asking for, 105–108
merchandise, comparing, 109–113
stores, 99–105
terminology, 108

shukran (thank you), 51–52
shurTa (police), 282, 285
shurtii (police officer), 69
sibaaHa (swimming), 146, 149, 268
sibtambar (September), 77, 269
sifaara (embassy), 209, 290
Sifr (0), 74
siin, 15, 25
Siin (China), 263
siiniimaa (movie theater), 158

simsaar (broker), 69
sitta (6), 75
sittata ‘ashar (16), 75
sittiin (60), 76
siyaaqat aS-Sayaara (racecar driving), 146
small talk

calendar, 76–78
family, 64–67
hobbies, 70–71
importance, 61
jobs, 68–69
key questions, 62–63
numbers, 74–76
weather, 71–73

social plans, 158–160
songs, Arabic, 298
soomaal (Somalia), 262
speaking Arabic, 18
sports

sentence structure, 147
soccer, 145–146
talk, 148–149
terms, 145–146
types of, 146
verb, 146–147

stores. See also merchandise
bakeries, 99
clothing, 99
directions, 101
electronics, 99
getting around, 101–103
information desk, 101
items, asking for, 105–108
searching in, 104–105
service-oriented, 100
specialty, 100
terminology, 103

su’aal (cough), 288
subjunctive verbs

conjugation, 230–231
defined, 230
endings, 231, 232
examples, 231
rules, 231

SuDaa’ (headache), 287
suffixes

-est, 109
-haa, 223
-hu, 223
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suffixes (continued)
-hum, 224
-humaa, 224
-hunna, 224
-ii, 54, 223
-iin, 76
-ka, 223
-ki, 223
-kum, 224
-kumaa, 224
-kunna, 224
-naa, 224
object pronouns, 223–224
past tense verbs, 40
personal pronoun, 42–43
possessive, 223–224
present tense verbs, 42–43

suHub (clouds), 12
sukun, 13, 14
sun letters, 25
superlatives

comparatives versus, 111
defined, 111
sentence examples, 111
talk example, 112–113
word order and, 112

suudaan (Sudan), 262
suuq (market), 209
suuriya (Syria), 262

• T •
taa’, 14, 25
Taa’, 16, 25
Ta’aam (food), 81, 87
Ta’aam ra’iisii (entrees), 94
Taa’ira (airplane), 239
taajir (merchant), 69
taaksii (taxi), 253, 254–255
Taalib/Taaliba (college student), 

20, 64, 224
Taawila (table), 21
tabaaraka allah (With God’s 

blessing.), 309
Tabbaakh (cook), 69
Tabiib (doctor), 69, 286
Tabiib ‘asnaan (dentist), 286
Tabiib ‘aTfaal (pediatrician), 286
Tabiib ‘aynayn (ophthalmologist), 286

Tabiib rijl (orthopedist), 286
Tabl (drums), 151
Tabla, 152
tables, verb, 317–329
tadfa’ (to pay), 227
taHiyyaat (regards), 309
taHliya (dessert), 94
taHta, (underneath), 31, 207
takallama (speak)

imperative form, 178
past tense conjugation, 40–41

taksii (taxi), 211
ta’liimaat (instructions), 246
tamtii’ (entertainment), 134
tanwiin. See double vowels
tanziilaat (discounts), 225, 227, 278
Taqs (weather), 71, 72
taqwiim (calendar), 272
Tariiq (street), 209
tasbaH’alaa khayr (good night), 57
tasharrafnaa (It’s a pleasure to meet you.),

54
ta’shiira (visa), 246, 274
tasjiil (registration), 244
Tawiil/Tawiila (tall), 21
tawjiihaat (directions), 101
taxi

hailing, 254–255
licensing, 254
rates, 254
talk, 254–255

Tayyaarat waraq (kite flying), 71
tazaHluq (skiing), 146
tazalluj (ice skating), 146
television, Arabic, 295–296
temperature, 72, 73
thaa’, 14, 25
thaaniya (second), 122
thalaatha (3), 74
thalaathata ‘ashar (13), 75
thalaathiin (30), 76
thamaaniin (80), 76
thamaaniya (8), 75
thamaaniyata ‘ashar (18), 75
thaman (price), 224
thaman tadhkiira (fare), 255
thaqiil/thaqiila (heavy), 22
Tibaakha (cooking), 92
tilfaaz (TV), 222
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tilifizyuun (television), 11
tilka (that), 32, 105
tilmiidh/tilmiidha (student), 20, 64
time

Arabic ordinals, 122
asking for, 121–122
of day, 123
key words, 22
minutes, specifying, 124–127
telling, 121–128

tis’a (9), 75
tis’ata ‘ashar (19), 75
tis’iin (90), 76
“to be” sentences

forming, 34–35
negative, creating, 36
in past tense, 37–38

toiletries, 273–274
trains. See also transportation

boarding, 257
talk, 257–258

transcription, Arabic, 18
transportation

bus, 255–257
land, 253–258
plane, 239–253
taxi, 254–255
train, 257–258

travel agencies, 278–279
travel agents, 239–240, 278, 279
trips

destinations, 261–268
packing for, 273–274
picking time for, 269–272
planning, 261–279
travel agencies for, 278–279
travel documents, 274–277

Tuf/Tufii (turn), 212
tuunis (Tunisia), 56, 261

• U •
‘udhanayn (ears), 287
‘ughniiya (song), 298
‘ukht (sister), 65, 173
‘uktuubar (October), 77, 269
‘ulaa’ika (those), 33, 105
‘umla (currency), 199–203
‘ummaan (Oman), 262

‘um (mother), 64
unspoken rules, 299–303
‘unwaan (address), 194
‘urdun (Jordan), 262
‘uriidu Tabiib! (I need a doctor!), 282
‘usra (family), 61, 64–66, 149
‘ustaadh/’ustaadha (professor), 20, 64
‘uTlubuu al-’ilm min al-mahd ‘ilaa al-laHd.

(Seek knowledge from the cradle to the
grave.), 312

‘uud, 152, 297
‘uulaa (first), 64

• V •
verb-free sentences, 28–30
verbs

auxiliary, 231, 232
common, by dominant vowel, 43–44
consonants, 131
future tense, 44–45, 321–323, 327–329
imperative, 177
irregular, 45–47
irregular, in future tense, 327–329
irregular, in past tense, 323–325
irregular, in present tense, 325–327
past tense, 38–41, 317–319, 323–325
present tense, 41–44, 319–321, 325–327
regular, 45
regular, in future tense, 321–323
regular, in past tense, 317–319
regular, in present tense, 319–321
subjunctive, 230–232
tables, 317–329
“to search,” 104–105
working with, 38–47

voice mail messages, 162–163
vowels

characters, 13
damma, 12
derivatives, 11
diphthongs, 11, 12, 13–14
dominant, 43–44
double, 11, 12
fatHa, 11, 12
kasra, 12
long, 11, 12–13
main, 12
“silent,” 12
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• W •
wa ‘alaykum as-salaam (hello), 57
wa conjunction, 29
waaHid (1), 74
waalidayn (parents), 64
waaw, 13, 17
waja’ (ache/ailment), 288
waja’ ‘aDHahr (backache), 288
wajbaat (breakfast), 81–87
wajh (face), 286
wakiil safariyaat (travel agent), 239–240,

278, 279
walad (boy), 12, 20
waqt (time), 121
waqt faarigh (free time), 158
waraa’a (behind), 31, 207
waraq al-la’ib (cards), 152
waSala (to arrive), 247–248
wathaa’iq (documents), 193
wathaa’iq as-safar (travel documents),

274–277
weather

rain, 74
seasons, 72
talking about, 71–73
temperature, 72, 73
words, 72

“where” questions. See also questions
answering, 206–207
asking, 205–206

wisaada (pillow), 222
withdrawals, bank, 198
won al-koorii (Korean won), 200
wujha (destination), 261
wuSuul (arrival), 247

• Y •
yaa’, 13, 17
yabaan (Japan), 263
yabHathu (searching), 103, 104–105

yabii’u (to sell), 46, 114–115, 325
yad (hand), 287
yad waaHida maa tusaffiq. (A hand by itself

cannot clap.), 312
yadrusu (to study), 320
yaf’alu (to do/doing)

conjugation, 144–145
defined, 143
example use, 145

yajibu (have to), 230
yaktubu (to write), 42, 43, 44–45, 231, 232,

319
ya’kulu (to eat), 91, 320–321
yal’abu (to play), 147
yamaan (Yemen), 262
yamiin min (right of), 207
yanaayir (January), 77, 269
yashtarii (to buy), 326
yasiir min (left of), 207
yastaTii’u (able to), 230
yawm (day), 14, 227
yazuuru (to visit), 132, 326–327
yen yabanii (Japanese yen), 200
yooan Siiniiy (Chinese yuan), 200
yuHibbu (like), 230
yulyu (July), 77, 269
yunyu (June), 77, 269
yuriidu, 230–231

• Z •
zaara (visit), 131–132, 324–325
zaay, 15
zabaa’in (clients), 171
zamiil/zamiila (colleague), 172
zawj (husband), 65, 268
zawja (wife), 65, 268
zay, 25
ziyaara (visit), 68, 268
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