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Preface
What do mathematicians really do? They start with

the math that you study in school. They use numbers,

arithmetic, geometry, algebra, and calculus. Then math-

ematicians also wander far afield. They tackle tricky

logic problems, explore mind-boggling mental myster-

ies, and investigate hidden patterns in the universe.

Along the way, they often amuse themselves with math-

ematical puzzles and games.

Whether math is your best or worst subject in school,

we think you will enjoy visiting the MathZone and doing

some of the things that mathematicians do.

Somewhere along the Interstate, where the highway

is 19 lanes wide, stands a sign that says, “MathZone: Exit

11101101.” The exit ramp is no simple cloverleaf; it

winds around and crosses back over the highway, then

twists under itself in a tangled roadway that ends up at

a spiral-shaped parking lot. 

From parking space 12358, a fractal-lined footpath

leads to the MathZone amusement park. Go inside and

climb the creaky Fun House stairs, scramble your senses

on the Tilt-A-Whirl, bounce around like a pinball, or try

your luck on the Boredwalk.

Whether you make the trek on your own, or with a

friend, a parent, or a teacher, each MathZone adventure

will take you deeper into the amazing world of modern

mathematics. If you get stuck along the way, go to the

back of the book to find the answers.
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