
Contents

Introduction vii

1 Survival Spanish (& Grammar Basics) 1

Basic Greetings 1, The Key Questions 3, Numbers &
Counting 7, Measurements 10, Time 12,
The Alphabet 17, Pronunciations 18, Personal 
Pronouns 21, Regular Verb Conjugations 22,
Estar & Ser 26, Irregular Verbs 29, Reflexive Verbs 35

2 Getting There & Getting Around 36

At the Airport 36, Renting a Vehicle 50, By Taxi 57,
By Train 58, By Bus 60, By Boat or Ship 62,
By Subway 63, Considerations for Travelers with 
Special Needs 64

3 Lodging 66

Room Preferences 66, In-Room Amenities 72,
Happy Camping 79

4 Dining 80

Finding a Restaurant 80, Ordering 84, Drinks 88,
Settling Up 90, Menu Reader 91, Street Food 98,
Buying Groceries 100

5 Socializing 111

Greetings 111, Curse Words 113, Getting Personal 114,
Topics of Conversation 124, Getting to Know 
Someone 128

iii

00.SPFrommer06.FM.PB  2/14/06  10:19 AM  Page iii

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



6 Money & Communications 132

Money 132, Phone Service 135, Internet Access 139,
Getting Mail 141

7 Culture 144

Cinema 144, Performances 145, Museums, 
Galleries, and Sights 148

8 Shopping 149

General Shopping Terms 149, Clothes Shopping 151,
Artisan Market Shopping 154, Bookstore / Newsstand
Shopping 156, Shopping for Electronics 157,
At the Barber / Hairdresser 158

9 Sports & Fitness 161

Getting Fit 161, Catching a Game 163, Hiking 165,
Boating or Fishing 168, Diving 169, Surfing 171,
Golfing 172

10 Nightlife 174

Nightclubbing 174, Across a Crowded Room 178,
Getting Intimate 181, In the Casino 184

11 Health & Safety 186

At the Pharmacy 186, At the Doctor’s Office 188,
At the Police Station 192

English–Spanish Dictionary 195

Spanish–English Dictionary 231

iv CONTENTS

00.SPFrommer06.FM.PB  2/14/06  10:19 AM  Page iv




