Hi,

I'm really happy that you've taken time to read this file! Doing so will save you some time and effort.

This book includes at least one example for every chapter. Be sure to download the examples for each chapter before you begin reading it. Downloading the source code saves you time and ensures that you get to work with an error-free example. If you contact me about the example, I'll always ask whether you've downloaded the example and tried it, rather than typing it in yourself, to ensure that the issue really is a problem with the code in the book, rather than a typo on your part. I won't take time to debug your version of the code; that's why I supply downloadable examples.

Make sure you read the requirements for using each example. In addition, every example has explantory text associated with it. Simply running the example isn't enough to truly understand how it works. Make sure you read the comments in the source code as well as the explanation of the source in the book to get full use out of each example.

The solution (.SLN) files are created with Visual Studio 2010. If you don't have Visual Studio 2010, you can still use all the IronPython examples by opening them directly in IronPython. Simply start IronPython by typing IPY at the command line or starting the IronPython console directly, and then type import <example name> and press Enter to load the example into the IronPython console. If you want to simply execute the example, type IPY <example name> at the command prompt and press Enter. Chapter 1 of the book tells more about working with the IronPython console and Chapter 12 tells more about debugging IronPython applications. Users of older versions of Visual Studio should be able to open the project by opening the .csproj or .vbproj project files instead of the solution files.

You may have to change some settings for the projects to reflect your machine configuration. The book will tell you about changes you need to make.

The C# and Visual Basic.NET examples may work with the educational and Express versions of Visual Studio, but they have only been tested with the Professional Edition. If you use some other version of Visual Studio, there is no guarantee the examples will work as presented in the book.

If you do run into a problem with the source code, be sure to contact me at JMueller@mwt.net. I make every effort to help readers get the most that they can from my books. Please be sure to contact me about questions and concerns you have.

In the mean time, have fun!

John Mueller
