Bonus Chapter 4

Advanced 1Pod and
IPhone Techniques

In This Chapter

Connecting your iPod or iPhone to a home stereo or television

Using home accessories

Voice recording accessories for an an iPod classic or iPod nano

Playing “click-wheel” games on an iPod classic or iPod nano

Playing your iPod or iPhone through iTunes on any computer

Enabling your iPod classic, iPod nano, or iPod shuffle to work as a hard drive
Copying notes, text files, and news feeds to an iPod classic or iPod nano

ou’ve made it! You are now an iPod or iPhone warrior, or both! You

are ready for the advanced course. This chapter provides details on
a variety of advanced techniques to make your iPod or iPhone experience
more rewarding.

For example, this chapter untangles the minor mystery of iPod and iPhone
connection cables and explains how to connect your iPod or iPhone to a
home stereo and television, for better sound and finer picture clarity. You
also get a dose of accessories for playing your iPod or iPhone in the living
room, and you discover how to play your iPod or iPhone through iTunes on
your computer. You can use your iPod classic, iPod nano, or sixth- or fifth-
generation iPod models as hard drives for data and as voice recorders (with
the right accessories). All this and more is covered in this chapter.

Getting Wived for Playback
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The sound quality coming from your iPod or iPhone is excellent, so why not
use it with your home stereo system? Better yet, why not build an excellent
home stereo around your iPod or iPhone? That’s what part of this chapter

is about: connecting your iPod or iPhone to an audio/video system for your
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home, office, patio, den, bathroom, or wherever. You can connect to a
television, video monitor, or other video equipment (such as a video projector)
to maximize the quality of the video picture. I describe the physical connections
needed for your iPod or iPhone to show videos and photo slide shows as if
they were playing on a DVD player — only they’re actually playing from the
palm of your hand.

Making connections

You can connect any iPod and iPhone model to headphones or to your home
stereo with standard audio cables, as well as to your computer via USB
cables. (Older iPod models use FireWire cables.) Here’s a quick summary:

v+ USB dock connector: Insert your iPod or iPhone into a dock for standing
it upright on a desk or table (or a docking station that includes speakers
or other accessories), or use it with a dock connector cable, as shown in
Figure BC4-1 (docks are optional). The dock connector cable has a dock
connector on one end (the same type of connection used in docks) and
a FireWire or USB connector (or both FireWire and USB connectors with
a split cable) on the other.

1 Headphone/line-out: You can connect headphones or a 3.5mm stereo
mini-plug cable to the headphone/line-out connection. On a color-display
iPod and iPhone, the headphone/line-out connection also serves as an
AV (audio-video) connection for displaying slide shows and photos.

v Docks: Docks from Apple and third parties for the iPod touch, iPhone,
iPod nano, and iPod classic come in many sizes and shapes and have
different video connections. In addition, Apple offers the iPod Universal
Dock (available in the optional iPod AV Connection Kit, which you can
find in Apple stores and in the online Apple Store) for the iPod nano,
iPod classic, and older models. It offers a dock connector for a FireWire
or USB cable connection. It also offers a headphone/line-out connection
for a stereo mini-plug cable or AV cable (or headphones) — you can use
a Component AV Cable or Composite AV Cable with this connection to
connect to a television, video monitor, or video receiver to play video
output from the iPod or iPhone. It also offers an S-Video connection to
connect to a television, video monitor, or video receiver.

Older iPod models offer the following connections:

1 Headphone/line-out and control socket (third- and fourth-generation
iPods): You can connect headphones or a 3.5mm stereo mini-plug cable
to the headphone/line-out connection. The combination headphone and
control socket connection on top of third- and fourth-generation iPods
allows you to plug in accessories, such as remote control devices
and voice recorders. The headphone/line-out connection on second-
generation models includes an outer ring for connecting the Apple
Remote supplied with those models.
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