
Bonus Chapter 3

Advanced iTunes Techniques
In This Chapter
▶ Playing streaming radio stations

▶ Adding Audible audio books

▶ Assigning iTunes equalizer presets to songs and using them on your iPod or iPhone

▶ Modifying content in iTunes, including setting start and end points

▶ Consolidating and managing multiple iTunes libraries on separate hard drives

▶ Printing song and album information

▶ Sharing iTunes content in a network

▶ Setting up and synchronizing Apple TV

This chapter takes you to the outer limits of what is possible with iTunes. 

You discover how to play streaming radio stations, assign equalizer 

presets to songs and use those presets on your iPod or iPhone, and even 

modify content in the library, including splitting a song track into multiple 

tracks (a useful technique if you’ve ripped an entire side of an album and 

want to divide the music into separate songs).

You also find out how to manage multiple iTunes libraries, which you can 

store on one or more hard drives. You might want to do this if your main 

library is too large to fit on an iPod or iPhone and you don’t want to resort 

to manually managing music and videos — you can synchronize the iPod 

or iPhone with a subset of the main library, managed as a separate library. 

In fact, you can create one or more sublibraries of your main library on 

the same hard drive, sharing the same content folders and files so that you 

don’t waste space. You can then automatically synchronize different iPods, 

iPhones, and Apple TVs with each sublibrary. All this and more is covered in 

this chapter for advanced iTunes users.

 You can use other software besides iTunes to manage content on your iPod or 

iPhone. Useful third-party utility programs are available that expand either the 

capabilities of an iPod or iPhone or your ability to synchronize or otherwise 

copy information to (and from) an iPod or iPhone. For details about utility

 software for copying personal information and content, visit the Free Tips 

section of the author’s Web site (www.tonybove.com).
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Playing Streaming Radio
Radio stations from nearly every part of the world are broadcasting on 

the Internet. You can tune in to Japan-A-Radio for the top 40 hits in Japan, 

Batanga Tropical Heat for the best in Caribbean music, or Radio Darvish for 

traditional Persian music. You can also check out the local news and sports 

from your hometown, no matter where you are. You can listen to talk radio 

and music shows from all over the country and the world.

By radio, I really mean a streaming broadcast. A streaming broadcast sends 

audio to your computer in a protected stream of bits over the Internet. Your 

computer starts playing the stream as soon as the first set of bits arrives, 

and more sections are transferred while you listen so that you hear it as a 

continual stream. Broadcasters can use this technology to continually transmit 

new content, just like a radio station. Of course, real radio stations also make 

use of this technology to broadcast their programs over the Internet.

In addition, thousands of Web sites offer temporary streaming audio broadcasts 

all the time. A rock group on tour can offer a broadcast of a special concert, 

available for only one day. You might want to tune in weekly or monthly 

broadcasts, such as high-tech talk shows, news programs, documentaries, 

sporting events . . . the list is endless. You can even have access to private 

broadcasts, such as corporate board meetings.

 You can’t record or save a song from a streamed broadcast without special 

software. Nor can you play a streaming broadcast on your iPod, except as a 

podcast. (See Chapter 8 in the printed edition about adding podcasts.)

Listening to a radio station
iTunes offers a prearranged set of links to radio stations on the Internet, so 

you might want to try these first. Follow these steps:

 1. Select the Radio option in the Library section of the Source pane.

  The iTunes window displays a list of categories of radio stations.

 2. Click the triangle next to a category name to open the list of radio 

streams in that category, as shown in Figure BC3-1.

  Some large radio stations offer more than one stream. iTunes automatically 

connects to the Internet to retrieve the latest list of radio stations for 

each category.

 3. Select a stream and then click the Play button.

  To select a stream, click its name in the Song List pane. (Actually, it’s the 

Radio Station List pane now because you selected Radio in the Source 

pane.) Within seconds, you hear live radio off the Web.
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Figure BC3-1:
 Open a list 

of radio 
streams 

in the 
International 

category.
 

If you have a slow connection to the Internet, you might want to choose 

a stream with a bit rate of less than 56 Kbps for best results. The Bit Rate 

column (refer to Figure BC3-1) shows the bit rate for each stream.

 iTunes creates a buffer for the audio stream so that you hear continuous 

playback with fewer Internet-related hiccups than most Web radio software. 

The buffer temporarily stores as much of the stream as possible, adding 

more of the stream to the end of the buffer while you play the audio in the 

buffer stream. By default, the buffer’s size is set to Medium. If you have a slow 

Internet connection and you hear stutters, gaps, or hiccups when playing a 

stream, set your buffer size to Large by choosing iTunes➪Preferences (Mac) 

or Edit➪Preferences (Windows). In the Preferences dialog, click the Advanced 

tab and then choose Large from the Streaming Buffer Size pop-up menu (refer 

to Figure BC3-5 in this chapter). If you have a fast Internet connection, you 

can set streams to begin playing more quickly by choosing Small from the 

Streaming Buffer Size pop-up menu.

Creating a playlist of your radio stations
Car radios offer preset stations you activate by pressing a button. Of course, 

you first need to tune in to the station of your choice to set that button. 

Similarly, you can save your radio station choices in an iTunes playlist, and 

the process is easy:

 1. Select a radio station stream.
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 2. Drag the stream name to the bottom of the list of playlists in the 

Playlists section of the Source pane.

  iTunes creates a playlist using the stream name — you can rename the 

playlist, as I describe in Chapter 14 of the printed edition. You can add 

more radio streams to the same playlist by dragging their names over 

the new playlist name in the Source pane.

Drag as many streams as you like to as many playlists as you like. You can 

click any playlist name and rearrange that playlist as you want, dragging 

stream names as you would drag song names. See Chapter 14 of the printed 

edition to discover how to create and use playlists.

 Radio streams in your playlists play only if you’re connected to the Internet.

 To quickly create a playlist from selected radio streams, first select the 

streams just as you would select multiple songs and then choose File➪New 

Playlist from Selection. 

Adding a radio station to iTunes
You can tune in to any broadcast on the Internet. All you need to know is the 

Web address, also known as the URL (Uniform Resource Locator), which is 

the global address of documents and other resources on the Internet. You 

can find most URLs from a Web site or e-mail about a broadcast.

Follow these steps to add a Web broadcast to your iTunes library:

 1. Choose Advanced➪Open Audio Stream.

  The Open Audio Stream dialog appears, with a URL text field for typing a 

Web address.

 2. Type the exact, full URL of the stream.

  Include the http:// prefix, as in

http://64.236.34.141:80/stream/1014

  If you’re connected to the Internet, iTunes automatically retrieves the 

broadcast and places it at the end of your radio station list.

 3. Click the OK button.

 

As of this writing, iTunes supports only MP3 broadcasts. You can find lots of 

MP3 broadcasts from SHOUTcast (www.shoutcast.com) and Live365.com 

(http://live365.com).

525678-bc03.indd   BC52525678-bc03.indd   BC52 10/14/09   12:46 AM10/14/09   12:46 AM



BC53 Bonus Chapter 3: Advanced iTunes Techniques 

Adding Audio Books
Do you like to listen to audio books and spoken magazine and newspaper 

articles? Not only can you bring these files into iTunes, but you can also 

transfer them to an iPod or iPhone and take them on the road, which is much 

more convenient than taking cassettes or CDs.

Audible is a leading provider of downloadable, spoken audio files. Audible 

lets you authorize computers to play the audio files — just like the iTunes 

Store does with video; see Chapter 7 of the printed edition. Audible does 

require that you purchase the files. Some of the content from Audible is 

licensed by Apple to be included in the iTunes Store, so you can find many of 

the titles there also. Audible content includes magazines and radio programs 

as well as books.

To import Audible files, follow these steps:

 1. Go to www.audible.com.

  Set up an account if you don’t already have one.

 2. Select and download an Audible audio file.

  Files that end with .aa are Audible files.

 3. Drag the Audible file to the iTunes window.

  If this is the first time that you’ve added an Audible file, iTunes asks for 

your Audible account information. You enter this information once for 

each computer that you use with your Audible account.

To disable an Audible account, open iTunes on the computer that you no 

longer want to use with the account and choose Advanced➪Deauthorize 

Audible Account. In the Deauthorize Audible Account dialog that appears, 

enter the username and password for the account and then click the OK 

button. Just like the iTunes Store, you can authorize up to five computers.

 You need to be online to authorize a computer or to remove the authorization 

from that computer.

Using Equalizer Presets
The iTunes equalizer allows you to fine-tune sound spectrum frequencies 

in a precise way. To open the iTunes equalizer window, choose Window➪
Equalizer. You can use iTunes presets to fine-tune the sound and even save 

your own presets. To choose an equalizer preset, click the Equalizer’s pop-up 

menu, which by default is set to Manual, as shown in Figure BC3-2.
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Figure BC3-2: 
The 

Equalizer 
window.

 

Saving your own presets
You don’t have to settle for the built-in equalizer presets — create your own! 

(Unfortunately, you can’t transfer custom presets to an iPod or iPhone as of 

this writing.)

Follow these steps to save your own presets to the iTunes equalizer:

 1. Make the frequency changes that you want by dragging the individual 

sliders up and down.

  The Equalizer window’s pop-up menu automatically switches to Manual 

if it is not already set to it.

 2. Choose Make Preset from the Equalizer window pop-up menu.

  The Make Preset dialog appears.

 3. Enter a descriptive name for your preset in the New Preset Name text 

box and then click the OK button.

  The name appears in the pop-up menu from that point on — your very 

own preset.

You can rename or delete any preset, including those supplied with iTunes 

(which is useful if you want to recall a preset by another name). Choose the 

Edit List option from the pop-up menu. The Edit Presets dialog opens. Click 

Rename to rename a preset, click Delete to delete a preset, and then click 

Done when you finish editing the list.

Assigning equalizer presets
One reason why you go to the trouble of setting equalizer presets is to assign 

them to your iTunes content. The next time you play the item, iTunes uses 

the equalizer preset that you assigned.
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