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Wrox Author Photo Requirements

Please ensure that these guidelines are shown to your photographer and the signed permission form returned to Ashley Zurcher.

Subject Matter

As you probably know, Wrox books feature photos of the authors on the front cover. The reason for this is to convey Wrox’s philosophy of Programmer to Programmer(, to bring the reader closer to the author, to share his knowledge, to relate.  With the photo on the front, the reader connects with the author in a way that’s almost like getting tips from a colleague.

The photos should be of a high quality and we suggest that you choose the best photographic studio possible. Please show these guidelines to the photographer to ensure the photographer understands exactly what is required and get the photographer to sign the Wiley photographer’s permission agreement in order to assign copyright on the photos to Wiley Publishing, Inc.

General Requirements

1. ‘Business casual’ clothing.  What you would wear to meet a client. 

2. Author must look straight at camera.

3. Look as natural as possible.

What to Avoid

1. Resting on hands or fists – this may look unnatural with just part of the hand showing when the image is cropped down.

2. Inappropriate props – if you are using props please ensure relevance to your material

3. Pulling of faces or obscene gestures.  You can be fun without being goofy.

Style

The photographs should bring out the personality of the author in a non-formal, characteristic pose. The photos should be interesting, close up portraits. But not too close. We need both arms, shoulders, and your full torso in the shot.  Ask the photographer to take a selection of different shots using different techniques and poses. 

You probably do some training.  Your expression in the photo should be similar to what you look like when you are training other programmers.  For example, if you are funny, laugh.  If you are serious, don’t force an unnatural smile.  The idea is to bring out your personality. In addition to the shots that show off your personality, take a few in a normal pose.

Colors

All photos must be grayscale or black and white.

Lighting and background

Lighting must come from all over.

Backgrounds must be a light color, preferable white.

Clothing must contrast with the background.  We suggest wearing a dark, solid colored shirt to contrast with the lighter background

Dimensions

Please ensure that all photos are approximately A4 – 210 x 297 mm or US Letter 215.9 x 279.4 mm (8.5 x 11”).

Quantity

Please take at least 6 good shots of varying styles/poses.

Orientation

Please provide photos in varying orientations, an equal number of portrait and landscape prints.

Good Example:
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Not good examples:
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Common problems:

· Extreme close-ups that cut off one or both arms, shoulders, and/or torso; these images are not usable.

· Digital photo submission of low quality.  The image should be at least 300 dpi at 5” x 7”.

· Late photo submission.  We need the photos as early as possible to begin pre-selling your book.

Please note:

Photos sent in electronic format will only be accepted if they are US Letter size at 300dpi and according to the guidelines above, all others will be refused, and a request will be sent for the use of a professional photographer. When sending electronic formats do not change any elements of the image i.e. do not change to grayscale, CMYK, etc. Simply submit as is.

Costs for photos will be reimbursed by according to the terms stated in your author agreement. Please send a copy of your invoice with proof that you paid for the photos to your Acquisition Editor for payment processing. Failure to follow guidelines could delay any payment due to you.

Once the photographs have been produced, please email them, via a zipped file, to Ashley Zurcher (azurcher@wiley.com) along with receipt for photos (photographer invoice with proof that you paid for the photos) and the photographer permission form.
Thank you!
