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TI-Nspire FOR DUMMIES
The TI-Nspire is a revolutionary series of calculators developed by Texas Instruments. Much more than a typical “adding machine”, it’s a learning aid for mathematics from pre-algebra to calculus. This line of products currently includes the TI-Nspire and TI-Nspire CAS, and it’s available as a handheld and also as software for Mac OS X and Windows PCs.  As students and classrooms begin to adopt this new platform, users need a nuts and bolts guide to working with the TI-Nspire products.  TI-Nspire FOR DUMMIES (Wiley Publishing, Inc.; February 2009; $21.99) provides everything the user needs to get up and running and get the most out of this high-powered math tool. Written by Steve Ouellette, a math teacher, this book is designed to help student and educators alike take full advantage of this outstanding tool for teaching and learning math.
That TI-Nspire handheld is unlike any math tool ever invented. Much more than a calculator, it includes extraordinary features like a "testing mode" LED indicator designed to stop potential cheating, a timer, and a TI-84 mode by way of a replaceable snap-in keypad.  Also, since it lacks a QWERTY keyboard, it is acceptable for use on the PSAT, SAT, SAT II, ACT, and AP Exams.  TI-Nspire FOR DUMMIES walks readers through every amazing feature. In plain English, readers learn everything from how to load the batteries and create a document, to how to perform geometric calculations and construct statistical graphs. Coverage includes:

· Setting up the TI-Nspire, getting familiar with the keypad, using the d, e, /, x, c, and b function keys, and configuring system settings

· Viewing graphical, algebraic, numeric, geometric, and written formats

· Grasping mathematical concepts more easily through multiple and linking representations

· Recognizing how different concepts are linked by watching how a change in one representation appears in others

· Working with the calculator menu, tools, forms, and variables

· Creating documents, adding problems, configuring page layout, and saving work for assignments or class notes

· Using the graphing functions in the analytic view and working with geometric objects in the plane geometry view

· Creating and managing lists and spreadsheets and using this application with others for statistical calculations

· Installing the corresponding software on a computer and connect the handheld device to a PC

The TI-Nspire products are the first learning technologies to offer the same user experience in a handheld and corresponding computer software program while presenting math in multiple ways.  With the proper instruction, students are able to see and make connections among up to four representations of a problem at one time, on one screen, including graphical, algebraic, numeric, geometric or written formats. The friendly, easy-to-understand ‘For Dummies’ style makes the complex TI-Nspire products accessible to even the novice user, including parents. TI-Nspire FOR DUMMIES is the perfect guide for educators, students, and parents that are getting started with the TI-Nspire line of products.   
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