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The RGS-IBG Book Series only publishes work of the highest international 
standing. Its emphasis is on distinctive new developments in human and 
physical geography, although it is also open to contributions from cognate 
disciplines whose interests overlap with those of geographers. The Series 
places strong emphasis on theoretically-informed and empirically-strong texts. 
Refl ecting the vibrant and diverse theoretical and empirical agendas that 
characterize the contemporary discipline, contributions are expected to inform, 
challenge and stimulate the reader. Overall, the RGS-IBG Book Series seeks to 
promote scholarly publications that leave an intellectual mark and change the 
way readers think about particular issues, methods or theories.

Submit your proposal to the RGS-IBG Book Series:
• Publishing high quality books on all aspects of geography since 2001
• Emphasis on distinctive new developments in geography
• Theoretically-informed and empirically strong texts
• A rare publishing outlet for scholarly monographs
• Strong guidance from experienced editorial board
• Outstanding production support from both RGS-IBG and Wiley-Blackwell
• Extensive international advertising and marketing network
• High quality production values 
• Books published simultaneously in hardback, paperback and all e-book 

formats
• Book Series now available on the Kindle!

About the 
RGS-IBG Book Series

For the full list of over 30 published and forthcoming titles, 
sample chapters, submission guidelines and more, please 
visit the Book Series website at:

www.rgsbookseries.com
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RGS-IBG Book Series

Published
Learning the City: Knowledge and Translocal Assemblage
Colin McFarlane

Globalizing Responsibility: The Political Rationalities of Ethical 
Consumption
Clive Barnett, Paul Cloke, Nick Clarke & Alice Malpass

Domesticating Neo-Liberalism: Spaces of Economic Practice 
and Social Reproduction in Post-Socialist Cities
Alison Stenning, Adrian Smith, Alena Rochovská and 
Dariusz Świątek

Swept Up Lives? Re-envisioning the Homeless City
Paul Cloke, Jon May and Sarah Johnsen

Aerial Life: Spaces, Mobilities, Affects 
Peter Adey

Millionaire Migrants: Trans-Pacifi c Life Lines
David Ley 

State, Science and the Skies: Governmentalities of the British 
Atmosphere
Mark Whitehead

Complex Locations: Women’s geographical work in the UK 
1850–1970
Avril Maddrell 

Value Chain Struggles: Institutions and Governance in the 
Plantation Districts of South India
Jeff Neilson and Bill Pritchard

Queer Visibilities: Space, Identity and Interaction in Cape Town
Andrew Tucker

Arsenic Pollution: A Global Synthesis
Peter Ravenscroft, Hugh Brammer and Keith Richards

Resistance, Space and Political Identities: The Making of 
Counter-Global Networks
David Featherstone

Mental Health and Social Space: Towards Inclusionary 
Geographies? 
Hester Parr

Climate and Society in Colonial Mexico: A Study in 
Vulnerability
Georgina H. Endfi eld

Geochemical Sediments and Landscapes
Edited by David J. Nash and Sue J. McLaren

Driving Spaces: A Cultural-Historical Geography of England’s 
M1 Motorway
Peter Merriman

Badlands of the Republic: Space, Politics and Urban Policy
Mustafa Dikeç

Geomorphology of Upland Peat: Erosion, Form and Landscape 
Change
Martin Evans and Jeff Warburton

Spaces of Colonialism: Delhi’s Urban Governmentalities
Stephen Legg

People/States/Territories
Rhys Jones

Publics and the City
Kurt Iveson

After the Three Italies: Wealth, Inequality and Industrial 
Change
Mick Dunford and Lidia Greco

Putting Workfare in Place
Peter Sunley, Ron Martin and Corinne Nativel 

Domicile and Diaspora
Alison Blunt

Geographies and Moralities
Edited by Roger Lee and David M. Smith

Military Geographies
Rachel Woodward

A New Deal for Transport?
Edited by Iain Docherty and Jon Shaw 

Geographies of British Modernity
Edited by David Gilbert, David Matless and Brian Short

Lost Geographies of Power
John Allen 

Globalizing South China
Carolyn L. Cartier

Geomorphological Processes and Landscape Change: Britain 
in the Last 1000 Years
Edited by David L. Higgitt and E. Mark Lee

Forthcoming
Spatial Politics: Essays for Doreen Massey
Edited by David Featherstone and Joe Painter

The Improvised State: Sovereignty, Performance and Agency 
in Dayton Bosnia
Alex Jeffrey

In the Nature of Landscape: Cultural Geography on the 
Norfolk Broads

David Matless

Working Memories - Gender and Migration in Post-war Britain
Linda McDowell

Fashioning Globalization: New Zealand Design, Working 
Women and the ‘New Economy’
Maureen Molloy and Wendy Larner 

Dunes: Dynamics, Morphology and Geological History 
Andrew Warren

Scalar Politics of Food in Cuba
Marisa Wilson

Table of contents and sample chapters for all published titles available at 
www.rgsbookseries.com
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1 Overview
The fi rst section of the proposal should consist of a summary overview (1500-2000 
words). This should outline the book’s central argument, drawing upon and situating it 
in the context of the work of other academics, and indicating why such a publication is 
topical or relevant now. The overview should also include the intellectual scope of the 
book and some details on its empirical content and style. Please indicate your rationale 
for writing the book and how you see it making a contribution not just to your own 
particular area of work, but also to the fi eld of geographical inquiry more generally. This 
really is the place to make the book’s intellectual contribution
absolutely clear to the editors and the reviewers.

2 Contents
The second section of the proposal should consist of an outline of the book’s structure 
and content, with a detailed paragraph describing each chapter, and how it speaks 
to the main arguments of the manuscript (2000 words). These should not be discrete 
abstracts, but should instead make it clear how the chapter contributes to the overall 
intellectual aims of the book. This section will show the book’s development and 
structure. This might, of course, be provisional, but should demonstrate to reviewers 
that you know how the different chapters fi t together to contribute to the book’s central 
theoretical, methodological and empirical contributions.

3 Readership
The third section of the proposal should consist of a realistic assessment of who 
is going to read the book and who is going to buy it (1000 words). Please try to be 
specifi c and stress the major markets, and remember, this is a research series, so the 
emphasis is on intellectual contributions as well as book sales. We are also keen for 
you to indicate the extent to which the book will be of interest beyond the discipline of 
geography.

4 Competing titles
The fourth section of the proposal should consist of a description of your book in 
relation to competing titles (1000 words). This should include: the author, title, publisher, 
and publication date of each competing title, alongside a comparison with your own 
book, in terms of strengths and weaknesses. Indicate what the unique features or 
focus of your book will be and why your book is better suited to the target readership 
than these titles. Simply listing competing books is not enough. This section should be 
organised thematically and should address the contribution of other books in
relation to the specifi c value added of your own book.

5 RGS-IBG Book Series Criteria
A summary of how your book proposal fi ts with this particular series (500 words), given 
the Series objectives and philosophy in the opening paragraph.

Author guidelines
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6 Edited Books
The RGS-IBG Book Series does not generally publish books comprising the 
proceedings of conference sessions or meetings. However, some edited books may fi t 
with the brief of the Series. Proposals for edited books should be clearly-focused with 
specially commissioned chapters from named authors and the book, overall, must be 
as coherent and integrated as possible. In addition to the information detailed in 1-5 
above, proposals for edited books must include:

• In the Overview – an indication of how the editors have selected the contributors 
and whether or not all the contributors have been approached and agreed (at least 
in principle) to write their chapter. How will the editors ensure a consistent standard/
level for each chapter? Will individual book chapters be sent out to peer-review? 

• The discussion of Contents must list the names, affi liations and chapter titles 
for each contributor. Editors should indicate how the individual chapters will be 
integrated – for example will there be a common structure/format that all contributors 
will be expected to adhere to? The book should include introductory and concluding 
chapters that pull together common themes or ideas from the individual chapters. 
As a guide, the book should consist of fewer, longer chapters that give contributors 
space to make their contribution rather than many short chapters. For example, 7 
x 10,000 word ‘substantive’ chapters + introduction and concluding chapters (2 x 
5000 words) is usually preferable to 14 x 5000 word chapters (please also see total 
word length guidelines given below).

• The timetable for completing the book should include deadlines for individual 
contributors to have sent chapters to the editors, for the editors and reviewers to 
read and referee chapters and, if necessary for contributors to revise and resubmit 
chapters.

• Will individual contributors be expected to submit fi nished illustrations with their 
text, and if so will there be a common format (recommended)? Or will the editors 
themselves adjust illustrations to meet a common set of criteria?

• What will the editors contribute to the book that will strengthen its coherence and 
overall impact?

7 Other relevant information
• Your timetable: what stage are you at now, and when do you hope to complete the 

manuscript?
• How long is the fi nal manuscript likely to be? The maximum length of book that we 

will consider publishing is 120,000 words including contents lists, references and 
other peripheral text. However, this length of book is exceptional, and you should 
aim for <100,000 words.

• What number and kind of illustrations will you require? Will there be any unusual 
typographical requirements?

Please address your proposal to the appropriate RGS-IBG Book Series Editors: 
Joanna Bullard (Physical Geography) and Neil Coe (Human Geography), 
by email (J.E.Bullard@lboro.ac.uk; neil.coe@manchester.ac.uk)
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What our authors say…

I was attracted to the RGS-IBG Wiley Blackwell Book Series partly 
because of the excellent books already published in the series, 
and partly because of the very positive experiences of working with 
the editorial team that other authors had spoken of. The editorial 
team was tremendous throughout the process, and I was very 
impressed by their readiness to help and support authors. The 
joint publication of the books in both paperback and hardback 
has helped give the books accessibility and reach. The series has 
rightly acquired a high profi le within Geography and beyond, and I 
would defi nitely recommend the series to other authors.

Colin McFarlane, Durham University  
Author of Learning the City

We were initially attracted to the RGS-IBG book series because 
of its reputation for publishing very high quality research 
monographs. As probably the leading series in British geography 
it was a very attractive place for us to publish our research 
on post-socialist cities and everyday struggles over social 
reproduction. Working with your colleagues at Wiley-Blackwell 
was very positive. The production and editorial teams had a very 
professional approach to working with authors and I would not 
hesitate in encouraging others to publish in this series.

Adrian Smith, Queen Mary, University of London
Co-author of Domesticating Neo-Liberalism

From signing my contract, all the way through to publication 
(and a year later continued promotion by Wiley-Blackwell) I have 
been highly impressed at the professional and timely manner with 
which the publishers have dealt with my work and my queries. 
I cannot recommend the book series highly enough – a truly 
remarkable series.

Andrew Tucker, Cambridge University 
Author of Queer Visibilities
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I would defi nitely recommend the series to other authors. 
It succeeds in combining the high level of academic quality 
and kudos associated with the RGS-IBG with the high level 
of professionalism and effi ciency of Wiley-Blackwell. In my 
opinion, it is at present the premier venue for publishing research 
monographs in Geography.

Rhys Jones, University of Wales, Aberystwyth
Author of People/States/Territories

I can say, without reservation, that writing for and publishing with 
the RGS-IBG Book Series was the most rewarding experience of 
publication I have so far encountered. From the submission of my 
initial book proposal, to the fi nal publication of my book, I was most 
impressed with the support and guidance that I was offered by 
the editors and editorial support team at Wiley-Blackwell. At each 
stage of production I was given prompt advice and supportive 
feedback, which made what can be a daunting process incredibly 
enjoyable. I was also delighted with the published book which was 
of the highest design and editorial standards.

I would have no reservations in recommending the RGS-IBG 
Book Series to other authors. Put simply, if you want to publish an 
extended refl ection on your research in a high profi le, supportive 
and effi cient outlet, there is no better place than the RGS-IBG 
Book Series.

Mark Whitehead, Aberystwyth University
Author of State, Science and the Skies

This is a well-respected book series that has good national 
circulation in geography and related disciplines. The process of 
book production was dealt with in an effi cient and professional 
manner. We had excellent relations with the series editors and the 
staff at Wiley-Blackwell were extremely supportive and listened 
carefully to our requests. We were impressed with the personal 
way the process was dealt with and felt the publisher was well-
informed about our individual project. We would recommend 
this series to other authors because of the excellence of the 
fi nished product and the helpfulness and professionalism of the 
production team.

Jeff Warburton (Durham University) and Martin Evans 
(Manchester University) 
Authors of Geomorphology of Upland Peat
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