FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Interviews with 

                                                                        Michael Agnes, editor-in-chief 

                                                                        Contact: Susie Dempsey, Wiley  

                          

         

201-748-5625 / sdempsey@wiley.com
***Interview Opportunity***

For April Fools’ Day

Not-Ready-for-Prime-Time English at

Webster’s New World® College Dictionary

When the elephant in the room is an 800-pound gorilla wearing Daisy Dukes, dancing the macarena, and drunk-dialing your boss, fuhgeddaboudit!

It’s just April Fools’ Day at Webster’s New World® College Dictionary.  


The terms above have not made the cut for dictionary entry at Webster’s New World. They are guests at the after-party for the latest edition of this premier text – on the watch list, if you will, but not ready for prime time. And what better day to honor these lexical wannabes than April Fools’ Day?

No fools, the editors at Webster’s New World use great care and consideration in new-entry selection. While many buzzwords and trendy slang indeed meet their thoughtful criteria, others fall short, at least for now. So in the spirit of the day, here are some 2007 April Fools also-rans at Webster’s New World. Do you think these terms (and those italicized above) belong in a college dictionary today?

1. crotch rocket

2. flash mob

3. celebutant

4. sakitini

5. egocasting
6. helicopter parents
7. vomit comet

8. Twinkie defense
9. muffin top

10. dittohead

These are just some of the lexical items streaming into Webster’s New World’s massive databases this April Fools’ Day and every day! 

***Webster’s New World Editor-in-Chief Mike Agnes is available to discuss these terms and the dictionary selection process***

Webster's New World®

The Webster's New World family of reference books has been "Defining Your World" for more than fifty years. From its initial mission to provide a commonsense, user-friendly dictionary specifically for American English, Webster's New World has now set the standard for clarity, ease of use, and reliability. Webster's New World is famous for providing a wealth of up-to-date and comprehensive references for the home, office, and classroom as well as pocket references for people on the go.  For more information, visit wiley.com.  Webster's New World is an imprint of Wiley.
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