Who’s the Fool

on April Fools’ Day?

From WEBSTER'S NEW WORLD COLLEGE DICTIONARY, Fourth Edition:
April fool noun a victim of jokes played on April Fools' Day
Cleveland, OH (March 15, 2006) -- No joke — anyone can be a fool on April Fools’ Day. But even fools may know what is in — and what is not yet in — the dictionary. Do you? Of the following ten words, can you guess which have gained entry in WEBSTER'S NEW WORLD COLLEGE DICTIONARY, Fourth Edition (An imprint of Wiley; ©2005; $26.95, cloth thumb-indexed with CD-Rom).  Can you guess which are not in yet? Do you know what these terms mean? 

	WORD
	IN
	NOT IN

	1.
frog spit
	(
	(

	2.
propeller head
	(
	(

	3.
dust bunny
	(
	(

	4.
shapewear
	(
	(

	5.
shape up or ship out
	(
	(

	6.
senior moment
	(
	(

	7.
schadenfreude
	(
	(

	8.
innocent spouse
	(
	(

	9.
toad-in-the-hole
	(
	(

	10.
stoner
	(
	(


BONUS QUESTION

“Be no fool.” In or Out?  Answers follow. Happy April Fools’ Day!
IN

1.
frog spit mats of filamentous algae floating on the surface of ponds and containing bubbles of oxygen

3.
dust bunny [Informal] any of the small, light balls of dust, hair, etc. that collect on unswept floors, as underneath furniture
5.
shape up or ship out to leave, especially because of not doing as well as expected
7.
schadenfreude  [German < schaden, to harm + freude, joy] glee at another's misfortune
9.
toad-in-the-hole a British dish consisting of sausages baked in a batter like that used for Yorkshire pudding

NOT IN

2.
propeller head (computer) “geek” or “nerd” or “techie” [all of which are in WEBSTER'S NEW WORLD COLLEGE DICTIONARY] 

4.
shapewear clothing that slims and shapes, as a girdle

6.
senior moment any of various scatterbrained episodes of forgetfulness and disorientation, noted especially among those over 50 

8.
innocent spouse the spouse of a person who lied (or erred) on a joint tax return; the innocent spouse must prove that he or she had no reason to know of the act and that it would be unfair to be held liable

10.
stoner “pothead” [which is in], although often used in reference to one using other drugs or alcohol

Bonus Points:

be no (or nobody’s) fool [yes, entered in WEBSTER'S NEW WORLD COLLEGE DICTIONARY] be shrewd and capable
-more-

The conscientious recording of language trends is only one of Webster’s New World College Dictionary’s outstanding qualities.  It is also renowned for its clear and accurate definitions, in-depth etymologies, helpful maps and illustrations, and the most up-to-date information.  No wonder it is the reference choice for the Associated Press and most leading U.S. newspapers.

For more on “fool”-ish terms and the art and process of lexicography, from Mike Agnes,                                                                                                         Editor-in-Chief of Webester’s New World College Dictionary Contact: Brenda Blot,

Wiley 201-748-5625 / bblot@wiley.com .
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Webster's New World®
The Webster's New World family of reference books has been "Defining Your World" for more than fifty years. From its initial mission to provide a commonsense, user-friendly dictionary specifically for American English, Webster's New World has now set the standard for clarity, ease of use, and reliability. Webster's New World is famous for providing a wealth of up-to-date and comprehensive references for the home, office, and classroom as well as pocket references for people on the go.  For more information, visit wiley.com.  Webster's New World is an imprint of Wiley.
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